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Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Report, South Coast Rail Project Phase 1 


Dear Secretary Beaton: 


The Massachusetts Department of Transportation (MassDOT) is pleased to submit the attached Final 
Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (FSEIR) for Phase 1 of the South Coast Rail Project. 
MassDOT Is proceeding with design and permitting of the Stoughton Straight Electric Alternative (the 
“Full Build Project”) already reviewed under the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (MEPA), while 
also proposing to adopt a phased approach to provide service to the South Coast region beginning 
more than eight years earlier than would otherwise be possible with the Full Build Project alone. 


In accordance with the Certificate on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (DSEIR) issued 
by the Secretary of the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs on March 23, 2018, this FSEIR 
includes a Response to Comments and updated Draft Section 61 


Stephanie Pollack 
Secretary and CEO 


CC: See Distribution List 


Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority 
Ten Park Plaza, Suite 3910, Boston, MA 02116 
www.mbta.com 
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1. Responses to Comments 


This chapter includes the Certificate of the Secretary of Energy and Environmental Affairs on the South 
Coast Rail Phase | Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (DSEIR) and each annotated 
comment letter received by the Secretary. Responses to each comment are presented in a tabular 
format. 


1.1 Requirements of Certificate 


The Secretary's Certificate included the following requirements: 
e The FSEIR should contain a copy of this Certificate and a copy of each comment letter received. 


e In order to ensure that the issues raised by commenters are addressed, the FSEIR should include 
direct responses to comments to the extent that they are within MEPA jurisdiction. 
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs 
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 
‘Boston, MA 02114 





Chirlées 2D. Gaker 
GOVERNOR 


Kann E. Polite 
Matthew A. Beaton ) Faw: (617) 626-1 18! 
SECRETARY htip://www.emass. fov/envir 


March 30, 2018 


CERTIFICATE OF THE SECRETARY OF ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS 
ON THE 
DRAFT SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 


PROJECT NAME : South Coast Rail —Phase | Service 

PROJECT MUNICIPALITY : South Coast Region 

PROJECT WATERSHED : Buzzards Bay, Taunton River, Mount Hope Bay 

EEA NUMBER : 14546 

PROJECT PROPONENT : Massachusetts Department of Transportation (MassDOT) 
DATE NOTICED IN MONITOR — : February 7, 2018 


Pursuant to the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (MEPA: M.G.L. c. 30, ss. 61-621) and 
section 11.08 of the MEPA regulations (301 CMR 11.00), [ have reviewed the Draft Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Report (DSEIR) and hereby determine that it adequately and properly complies 
with MEPA and its implementing regulations. MassDOT must provide Responses to Comments on the 
DSEIR and provide draft Section 61 Findings. Notice will be published in the next Environmental 
Monitor that the responses and findings shall be filed, cireulated, and reviewed as a Final Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Report (FSEIR) pursuant to 301 CMR 11,08(b)(2)b). 


A Certificate on the Final Environmental Impact Report (/ EIR) for the South Coast Rail (SCR) 
was issued on November 11, 2013. It indicated that the FEIR adequately and properly complied with 
MEP and its implementing regulations and that the project could proceed to permitting. The 
Massachusetts Department of Transportation (MassDOT) filed a Notice of Project Change (NPC) to 
address potential environmental impacts associated with a proposal to provide interim rail service from 
Fall River and New Bedford (Phase |) prior to construction of the South Coast Rail project (Full Build). 
The NPC described the interim service and identified associated changes and potential environmental 
impucts, The Phase | project is proposed to meet existing and future demand for public transportation 
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between Fall River/New Bedford and Boston and to enhance regional mobility while MassDOT 
continues to design and advance the Full Build project. 


According to the DSEIR and the NPC, a review of construction costs for the Full Build project 
(in 2016) estimated that it would cost $3.3 billion and identified an in service date of 2078. MassDOT 
proposed to phase construction of the Full Build project to provide service to the South Coast Region 
much sooner than would be possible if it were constructed at one time. MassDOT estimates that Phase | 
will cost approximately $935 million and service is projected to start in 2022. 


Phase | consists of the construction and operation of commuter rail service from Fall River and 
New Bedford to the Middleborough/Lakeville Main Line via Cotley Junction in Taunton and the 
Middleborough Secondary Line. Phase 1 will provide service using the Middleborough/Lakeville Main 
Line from South Station in Boston to Pilgrim Junction in Middleborough, where the rail intersects the 
Middleborough Secondary at the existing Middleborough Layover facility. The Middleborough 
Secondary Line, an active freight line, will be reconstructed and expanded. 


The section of the project from the New Bedford Main Line and the Fal! River Secondary Line 
extending to Cotley Junction is referred to as the Southern Triangle. The Southern Triangle is common 
to Phase 1 and the Full Build and underwent MEPA review as part of the South Coast Rail project. The 
Southern Triangle includes the two terminal stations proposed for Phase | - Whale’s Tooth Station in 
New Bedford and Fall River Depot Station in Fall River. 


Phase 1 will include the following improvements along the Middleborough Secondary: 
reconstruction of existing single track from Pilgrim Junction to Cotley Junction (approximately 7.1 
miles) including limited new double track construction, culvert replacements and retaining wall 
construction;' new signal/communications systems; positive train control (PTC); and upgrades to five 
Brade crossings. 


Phase | will include three peak-period trains from and to each terminal station. Phase 1 will 
include construction of the two terminal stations, King’s Highway Station in New Bedford, Freetown 
Station in Freetown, a new station in East Taunton’, and a new station in Middleborough. The Freetown 
and Fall River Depot stations will require modifications. The existing Lakeville Station may be retained 
by providing a shuttle bus to the new Middleborough station or closed. Because the stations proposed 
for the Ful] Build project in Taunton are north of Cotley Junction they are not included in Phase 1. 


The DSEIR notes that Phase | will provide independent utility because the capital constriction 
elements will provide improved and faster service along a critical freight corridor and, upon Full Build, 
it will provide redundancy and resiliency for service disruptions. 


' Upgrades will be coordinated with current MassDOT State of Good Repair program along this alignment. 
? The Taunton Depot Station proposed in the FEIS/R will be relocated to the new East Taunton site. 
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The South Coast Rail project consists of the development of « public rail system to connect the 
cities of Fall River and New Bedford to Boston and enhanee regional mobility, while supporting smart 
growth planning and development strategies in affected communities. Fall River and New Bedford are 
historically underserved areas with respect to public transportation options. The South Coast Rail is a 
priority transportation initiative and a component of MassDOT"’s efforts to increase transit access 
throughout the Commonwealth. 


The South Coast Rail will provide commuter service to South Station using, the Northeast 
Cornidor, Stoughton Line, New Bedford Main Line, and Fall River Secondary Line. The New Bedford 
to Boston route is 54.9 miles long and the Fall River to Boston route is 52.4 miles long. Travel time 
during peak periods on the New Bedford line and the Fall River line are estimated at 77 minutes and 75 
minutes, respectively. The project requires upgrades to track infrastructure along the existing Stoughton 
line including reconstruction of tracks from Canton Junction to Stoughton, construction of new tracks 
from Stoughton to Winter Street in Taunton, for a distance of 15 miles, on an abandoned right-of-way 
(ROW) which crosses through the Hockomock Swamp and the Pine Swamp, Reconstruction of tracks is 
also proposed from Winter Street in Taunton to Weir Junction, a distance of 1.7 miles. The project 
requires reconstruction of tracks in the Southern Tri angle. Infrastructure improvements associated with 
the project include constructing, reconstructing, or widening 45 bridges, and constructing or 
reconstructing 46 at-grade railroad crossings. 


The project includes ten new rail stations: North Easton, Easton Village, Raynham Park, 
Taunton, Taunton Depot, King's Highway, Whale’s Tooth, Freetown, Fall River Depot, and Battleship 
Cove. New stations will include high-level platforms (four feet above track), canopies, commuter 
parking, a drop-off area for buses, and areas for kiss and ride, Platforms will be designed to handle a 
nine-car train set (approximately 800 feet long). The station designs include bike storage areas and 
pedestrian connections to neighboring streets. 


The project includes two overnight layover facilities, one on the New Bedford Main Line 
(Wamsutia site) and one on the Fall River Secondary (Weaver's Cove East site). Independent of the 
South Coast Rail project, MassDOT is proposing an expansion of South Station (SSX) as well as mid- 
day layover facilities in Boston to address existing and future Massachusetts Bay Transit Authority 
(MBTA) and Amtrak capacity needs.’ SSX will support infrastructure requirements associated with this 
project. 


Numerous altematives were introduced in the Environmental Notification Form (ENF) and 
reduced to eight alternatives for evaluation in the Draft Environmental Impact Statemen/Draft 
Environmental Impact Report (DEIS/R). The DEIS/R presented electric and diesel options for three rail 
routes; Attleboro, Stoughton, aind Whittenton (a variant of the Stoughton route), as well as a Rapid Bus 
route, and a No-Build/Enhanced Bus scenario. The Certificate on the DEIS/R indicated that MassDOT 
had adequately supported the advancement of the Stoughton Electric Alternative as the Preferred 
Altemative in the Final Environmental Impact Statement/Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIS/R). 


The layover facility was mos! recently addressed in the South Station Expansion Project (EEA W15028). 
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The Scope for the FEIS/R outlined the outstanding issues that were required to be addressed, including 
the development of specific and detailed mitigation plans. 


For the purpose of the FEIS, the U.S. Anmy Corps of Engineers (ACOE) continued to analyze 
alternatives as part of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process, including the Whittenton 
Alternative. Because a joint Federal/State review document was filed, the FEIS/R included additional 
analysis of the Whittenton Alternative. Upon review of the FEIS/R, ACOE determined that the 
Stoughton Alternative was the Least Environmentally Damaging Practicable Alterative (LEDPA), 


The FEIS/R. evaluated the relative benefits and impacts of this large-scale transportation 
infrastructure project. Amongst the project's benefits are improved access to transit and the 
corresponding traffic, safety, air quality, and GHG reduction benefits associated with increased use of 
public transit. The project also has significant potential to facilitate sustainable land use and 
development patterns and will service Environmental Justice communities. The proposed route does 
however involve substantial environmental impacts. The FEIS/R refined impact estimates associated 
with alteration of wetlands and elimination or fragmentation of habitat (including rare species habitat 
and loss of biodiversity). It identified impacts to the Hockomock Swamp Area of Critical Environmental, 
Concer (ACEC), which is one of the largest unfragmented wetland systems in the state, and the Pine 
Swamp conservation area in Raynham. The Certificate on the FEIS/R emphasized that the benefits and 
impacts of the South Coast Rail project are significant and acknowledged that any project of this scope 
and scale will bear environmental impacts. 


The Certificate on the FEIS/R. was issued on November 1, 2013 and indicated that the FEIS/R 
adequately and properly complied with MEPA and its implementing regulations and that the project 
could proceed to State permitting. Because the project, and associated wetland mitigation was presented 
at a conceptual design level in the FEIS/R, the Certificate on the FEIS/R included a requirement that 
MassDOT continue to consult with the Interagency Coordinating Group (ICG) wetlands subgroup on the 
development of mitigation for impacts to wetlands and rare species. It also required that the plan be 
published through the MEPA Office for publie review and comment to provide an opportunity to gather 
additional input from State Agencies, atyernsy organizations, municipalities and the public on the: 
mitigation plan. 


Inter; and C it Oo t 


As noted previously, the project underwent joint environmental review. Throughout project 
development, MassDOT has conducted an extensive stakeholder involvement process that included the 
ICG and a broad civic engagement process. MassDOT held a number of public meetings prior to filing 
the NPC regarding potential phasing of the project and during review of the DSEIR. 


These efforts are complemented by the South Coast Rail Economic Development and Land Use 
Corridor Plan (Coridor Plan) which has been developed in conjunction with 31 Corridor communities 
and three regional planning agencies (RPAs). The Corridor Plan identifies sustainable development 
principles to manage both the projected growth in the region under business as usual conditions and the 
induced growth associated with the project. MassDOT, other State Agencies, the RPAs, and 
municipalities have made significant progress in implementation of the Corridor Plan, 
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| have received numerous comments from public officials, State Agencies, environmental 
advocates, local residents, and other members of the public concerning Phase | and associated 
environmental impacts. I thank the many parties who have provided comments on the DSEIR and the 
many agencies that have participated in its development. In particular, I note the comments from Senator 
Michael J. Rodrigues, Senator Walter F. Timilty, Senator Mark Montigny, Senator Marc R. Pacheco, 
Senator Joseph A. Boncore, Representative Robert M. Koczera, Representative William M. Straus, 
Representative Carole A. Fiala, Representative Christopher M. Markey, Representative Susan Williams 
Gifford, Representative Alan Silvia, Representative Antonio Cabral, Representative Keiko Orrall, 
Representative Paul A. Schmid, and Representative Dylan Femandes. Comments were received from 
City of Taunton, the City of Fall River, the City of New Bedford, the Town of Middleborough, the 
Town of Lakeville, the Town of Freetown, the Town of Stoughton, the Town of Easton, and the Town 
of Fairhaven. 


I appreciate the ongoing participation of, and comments provided by, stakeholders during the 
environmental review of this project and Phase 1. The Certificate on the NPC required MassDOT to 
continue its commitment to stakeholder outreach and public input as it prepared the DSEIR for Phase | 
and simultaneously proceeded through design and permitting of Full Build, including consultation with 
the ICG’ and publication of a final mitigation plan and revised Section 61 Findings for public review 
and comment through the MEPA Office. 


P itti i MEPA J LJ di * 


The Full Build project was subject lo MEPA review because it is being undertaken by a State 
Agency and because it exceeds review thresholds set forth in the MEPA regulations (310 CMR 11.00), 
including thresholds for a mandatory EIR pursuant to the following sections; | 1.03(1)(a)(1) and (2) 
because it is will result in alteration of 50 or more acres of land and creation of 10 or more acres of new 
impervious area; | 1,03(3)(a)(1)(a) because it will result in alteration of more than one acre of Bordering 
Vegetated Wetlands (BV W); 11.03(3)(a)(2) because it involves alteration requiring a Variance in 
accordance with the Wetlands Protection Act (WPA); and 11.03(6)(a)(1)(5) because it involves 
construction of a new rail or rapid transit line along a new, unused or abandoned right-of-way. The Full 
Build project also exceeded the following ENF review thresholds: | 1.03(1)(b)(3) because it involves 
eonversion of land held for natural resource purposes in accordance with Article 97 of the Amendments 
to the Constitution of the Commonwealth (Article 97); 11.03(2)(b)(2) because it would result in more 
than two acres of disturbance of designated priority habitat that results in a take of a state-listed species; 
11,03(10)(b)(1) and (2) because it may result in demolition of a part of a state-listed historic structure 
and destruction of a state-listed archaeological site; and 11.03(11)(b) because it is located within a 
designated ACEC. The project may also meet or exceed other MEPA review thresholds depending upon 
its final design. 


The Full Build project requires a 401 Water Quality Certification (WQC), a Chapter 91 (c. 91) 
License, and a Variance from the WPA and the WQC regulations from the Massachusetis Department of 
Environmental Protection (MassDEP); a Conservation and Management Permit (CMP) from the 
Massachusetts Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program (NHESP); a land disposition 


*MuassDOT eliminated the separate subgroups of the (CG (ie. wetlands subgroup or smart growth subgroup) and consulted 


with members collectively regarding Phase J. 
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agreement with the Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR); approval from the legislature 
and the Division of Capital Asset Management (DCAM) for a disposition of land protected by Article 97 
legislation; and review from ihe Massachusetts Office of Coastal Zone Management (CZM). The Full 
Build project also required Orders of Conditions (QOCs) from local Conservation Commissions (and, on 
appeal only, Superseding Order(s) from MassDEP); an Individual Section 404 permit from ACOE; an 
Air Quality Conformance Determination; a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 
Construction General Permit (CGP) from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA); and review 
under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) by the Massachusetts Historical 
Commission (MHC). The Full Build project is subject to the MEPA Greenhouse Gas Emissions Policy 
and Protocol (GHG Policy) and the Executive Office of tie and Environmental Affairs (EEA) 
Environmental Justice (EJ) Policy. 


Phase 1, considered on its own, would exceed ENF review thresholds pursuant to: 11.03(1)(b)(2) 
for creation of five more acres of impervious area; 11,03(2)(b)(2) because it would result in more than 
two acres of disturbance of designated priority habitat that results in a take of a state-Llisted species; 
11.03(3)(b)(1)(b) for alteration of 500 or more linear feet (If) of Inland Bank; and 11.03(3)(b)(1)(f) for 
alteration of one-half or more acres of other wetlands. Phase 1 may also exceed the ENF threshold 
pursuant to 11.03(1)(b)(1) for alteration of 25 or more acres of land. 


Phase 1 will require three individual 401 WOCs from MassDEP and a CMP from NHESP. It will 
also require OOCs from local Conservation Commissions (and, on appeal only, Superseding Order(s) 
from MassDEP); two individual Section 404 permits from ACOE; review under Section 106 of the 
NHPA by MHC; and a NPDES CGP from EPA. ACOE determined that Phase | is a separate, albeit 
related project with independent utility from the Full Build. ACOE expects to assert its discretionary 
authority to require an Individual Standard Fert for Phase 1, with a complete public interest review 
and federal NEPA review process. 


Because the proposed project is being undertaken by a State Agency MEPA jurisdiction is broad 
and extends to all aspects of the project that are likely, directly or indirectly, to cause Damage to the 
Environment as defined in the MEPA regulations. 


Review of the DSEIR 


The DSEIR includes a project summary and schedule, a list of permits and approvals required, 
and a description of any changes for Phase 1 since the filing of the NPC. It includes maps, plans and 
other graphics that describe existing and proposed conditions, environmental impacts, proposed 
structures, and other project components. The DSEIR. supplements information provided in the FEIS/R. 
to include those new elements that will be constructed as part of Phase | that were not previously 
considered, It also provides an update on the total impacts of Phase | and the cumulative impacts of 
Phase | and the State of Good Repair projects. The DSEIR does not re-analyze those elements of the 
project described in the FEIS/R that remain unchanged. 


New elements proposed as part of Phase | include: 


* Improvements to track infrastructure on the Middleborough Secondary Line; 
* A new station at Pilgrim Junction in Middleborough; 
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* A new station in East Taunton south of Cotley Junction (replacing Taunton Depot Station 
proposed in FEIS/R); 

e Modifications to previously studied stations al Freetown and Fall River Depot; and 

* Use of diesel locomotives for Phase | Service, with lower emission Tier 4 locomotives 
phased into the fleet. | 


The project description and assessment of impacts includes construction and operational phases. 
The impact assessment includes temporary and permanent impacts, direct and indirect impacts, and 
secondary and cumulative impacts. Impact analyses provided in the DSEIR are consistent with the 
methodology applied in the DEIS/R and the FEIS/R; however, because limited design and permitting 
has occurred for those elements of the Full Build north of Cotley Junction, the DSEIR does not provide 
a discussion of these impacts. 


Diesel trains will be used for Phase | service because neither the Middleborough Secondary nor 
the Middleborough/Lakeville Line can support electric train service. Electrification would require 
installation of overhead catenary for Phase | as well as the Middleborough Line extending to Boston. 
The DSEIR indicates that construction will be sequenced to add catenary for electrification along the 
Souther Tnangle for the Full Build, while continuing to operate diesel trains during Phase | service. 


Numerous routing and mode options were evaluated in the ENF (65 alternatives) and reduced to 
eight aliemalives for evaluation in the DEIS/R. The FEIS/R evaluated five main routes, which 
ultimately, led to selection of the Stoughton Straight Electric Alternative (Full Build) as the preferred 
alternative. In advancing the design of the Full Build, MassDOT determined that its implementation 
would be significantly longer (i.e., 2030) due to the length of time required for permitting and 
construction, and that its cost would increase considerably. MassDOT is advancing a phased approach to 
bring interim service to Fall River, New Bedford, and Taunton in the short term while it continues to 
proceed with design and permitting of the Full Build. The majority of the Phase | route, known as the 
Southern Triangle, was previously reviewed in the FEIS/R, and thus is not included in the alternatives 
analysis. The DSEIR clarifies that Phase | will include. constructian of a modified Freetown Station and 
Fall River Depot Station, which will be constructed as the terminal station for Phase |. Battleship Cove 
Station will be included in the Full Build. 


In the No-Action scenario, phased service would not be implemented and the Full Build would 
not be provided sooner than 2030, thereby delaying the benefits of commuter rail service to this 
underserved region. The DSEIR deseribes alternatives MassDOT considered for phasing of the project 
to provide service prior to Full Build operations. Only routes along existing rail infrastructure were 
considered to meet the interim service goals of providing a one-seat ride between Fall River and New 
Bedford and Boston by 2022. Based on this criteria, the Attleboro Secondary to the Northeast Coridor 
(NEC) and the Middleborough Secondary to the Middleborough Main Line were selected for additional 
analysis, Other alternatives that were not considered include the Mansfield Aliernative (off the Attleboro 
Secondary) because tt would use the heavily congested NEC and would require additional track. 
infrastructure and the Whitlenton Altemative because it would require new track construction. The 
feasibility and practicability of each of the routing options was evaluated based on whether it could 
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achieve goals for Phase | service (one-seat ride to/from Fall River/New Bedford by 2022) and could 
provide adequate capacity for MBTA operations. 


The Attleboro Secondary would use the NEC to travel to/from South Station. The NEC currently 
operates with limited available capacity while serving the MBTA's Needham, Franklin, and 
Providence/Stoughton Line trains, as well as Amtrak intercity high-speed and regional rail services, To 
provide Phase | service, trips would either need to be diverted from these existing services to New 
Bedford/Fall River (reducing the frequency of existing operations) or added to the NEC beyond the 
current supply. Adding new trips to the NEC and MBTA system would involve a reverse move at the 
Attleboro Station requiring an additional 15 minutes, which the DSEIR asserts is impracticable along the 
NEC given its limited capacity and would result in significant operational impacts to existing services. 
MassDOT evaluated construction of a new Attleboro Secondary connection along a utility ROW to the 
NEC to bypass the existing station, which would have associated environmental and community 
impacts, and could not be constructed by 2022. Adding trips to provide operational feasibility would 
also require construction of additional track on the NEC and reconstruction of three existing commuter 
rail stations. The Attleboro Secondary alternative was dismissed due to potential environmental impacts, 
construction costs, scheduling challenges, and property acquisition considerations. 


The Middleborough Secondary option was previously dismissed in the DEIS/R. as a permanent- 
service option because it did not fully meet Full Build ridership or quality of service (frequency) enteria 
However, it would provide earlier commuter rail service because it takes advantage of existing active 
freight lines with operational capacity and would extend existing service on the Middleborough Main 
Line (limiting number of new trips). It would require upgrading existing track infrastructure along the 
Middleborough Secondary, New Bedford Main Lines, and Fall River Secondary. This alternative would 
travel along exclusive ROW owned by MassDOT, would not have significant environmental impacts, 
could be constructed by 2022, and would provide both short-term and long-term benefits to MBTA 
operations. 


Preferred routing along the Middleborough Secondary addressed two junctions: Pilgrim Junction 
in Middleborough and Cotley Junction in Taunton. Options considered through Pilgrim Junction, 
serving at least one station in Middleborough or Lakeville, include: Option | via a reverse move at the 
existing Middleborough/Lakeville Station in Lakeville; Option 2 via the existing Middleborough/ 
Lakeville Station and providing a train shuttle from the existing Middleborough/Lakeville Station to a 
modified Bridgewater Station and cross-platform transfer; and Option 3 via a new Middleborough 
Station to a point north or west of Pilgrim Junction, including a bus/van shuttle between the existing 
Middleborough/Lakeville Station and the new Middleborough Station. 


Service Options through Colley Junction, serving at least one station in Taunton, include: Option 
| via a reverse move at a Taunton Station proposed in the FEIS/R north of Cotley Junction (Taunton 
Depot and Downtown Taunton); Option 2 via a reverse move at (he Taunton Depot Station; Option 3 via 
a new station south of Cotley Junction; and Option 4 via a new station south of Cotley Junction and 
provide a one-seat ride between the Downtown Taunton Station and Boston by providing less frequent 
service to each of the three termini than in Options 1 to 3. 


The DSEIR outlines evaluation criteria used to select the Phase 1 service route using the 
Middleborough Secondary including: achieves goals for Phase | service; impacts to existing/future 
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MBTA operations (operational flexibility, effect on service, and travel time); infrastructure; and 
environmental impacts. Based on a comparison of the three Pilgrim Junction options, MassDOT 
identified Option 3 (New Middleborough Station) as the preferred option to advance for Phase 1 service 
because it would avoid reverse moves, have the most operational flexibility by reducing the number of 
meet/pass conflicts on the Middleborough Main Line, minimize trip times, minimize environmental 
impacts from new infrastructure, and provide service by 2022. This alternative does require passengers 
who access the existing Middleborough/Lakeville Station by foot, including those who live within the 
TOD near the station, to take a bus shuttle to a new Middleborough station and will require discharge to 
the Zone II of a municipal water supply. 


Based on a comparison of the four Cotley Junction options, Option 3 (New Taunton Station) is 
the preferred option to advance for Phase | service because it is equal to or more favorable than Options 
1, 2, and 4 for nearly all criteria. It would avoid reverse moves, provide the lowest travel times, provide 
three peak period trips to/from Fall River/New Bedford and six peak period trips to/from Taunton, have 
the most operational flexibility by eliminating the reverse turn in Taunton, requires the least wetland 
impacts, minimizes permitting delay, as it would not require track upgrades or bridge reconstruction 
north of Cotley Junction, and provide service by 2022. Feeder bus service will be provided for 
downtown Taunton passengers. 


The preferred Phase | service option is a combination of Pilgrim Junction Service Option 3 and 
Cotley Junction Service Option 3. This option will accommodate the stations proposed in the FEIS/R 
south of Cotley Junction. All stations north of Cotley Junction will be included in the Full Build with the 
exception of the Taunton Depot Station, which will be relocated south of Cotley Junction, included in 
Phase 1, and renamed East Taunton Station. Phase 1 will also include a new, relocated, or reconstructed 
station in Middleborough. Phase I service could retain the existing Middleborough/Lakeville Station by 
providing a bus/van shuttle from the existing station to the new Middleborough Station and continue to 
accommodate existing Cape Flyer service. Alternatively, the station could be closed, allowing the land 
to be made available for other uses. 


The DSEIR contains evaluations of the relocated Middleborough Station, the new (relocated) 
East Taunton Station, and the modified Freetown and Fall River Depot stations based on the following 
criteria: achieves goals for Phase 1 service; accommodates freight and commuter rail operations; 
addresses other siting and environmental criteria (parking, property takings, wetland impacts, traffic 
impacts, etc); and considers long-term benefits and costs. Freetown Station will be constructed with a 
different configuration within the same parce] proposed in the FEIS/R. Fall River Depot Station will 
maintain the FEIS/R proposed location with a smaller parking area for Phase 1. 


The DSEIR evaluates two sites for a new Middleborough Station north or west of Pilgrim Station 
to avoid a reverse move: Station Options la and 1b at Middleborough Center (on the Middleborough 
Main Line, north of Pilgrim Junction); and Station Option 2 at Pilgrim Junction (west of the 
Middleborough Main Line), Each station option can include a second platform to accommodate 
potential future Cape service and can be connected to the existing Middleborough/Lakeville Station via 
a bus or van shuttle. Option la would consist of a station sized to accommodate approximately 500 
spaces and Option 1b would provide limited parking, requiring parking accommodations to remain at 
the existing Middleborough/Lakeville Station. Option 2 would include a new station at Pilgrim Junction 
inside the wye. Based on a comparison of the Middleborough Station options, Option 2 at Pilgrim 
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Junction is the preferred station site because it would result in the fewest impacts, not require demolition 
of a historic structure, have the lowest costs, provide long-term use, accommodate rail operations, be 
proximate to existing MBTA Yard, require less property takings, provide access and parking 
opportunity, and minimize freight impacts or property needs. 


A previous station siting analysis identified 13 potential locations in Taunton, of which three are 
located along the proposed Phase 1 route: the “Mini Golf Site” located on the New Bedford Main Line 
just south of Cotley Junction; the “Galleria Site (Mall)” located on the New Bedford Main Line near the 
Silver City Galleria; and the “Old Colony Ave.” site located on the Middleborough Secondary (which 
would not be located on the Full Build route), Based on a comparison of the Taunton Station options, the 
Mini Golf Site is the preferred station site because it has favorable topography, geometry, and siting 
conditions making it practicable to construct, is available for acquisition, provides access using existing 
road infrastructure within a reasonable distance of a highway (Route 24 and Route 140), is close enough 
to the proposed Taunton Depot Station site to attract riders who would have used that station, has lower 
wetland impacts than the Taunton Depot Station site, and could support smart growth development. 


The DSEIR maintains that Phase | will not delay or negatively impact the benefits of the Full 
Build described in the FEIS/R and will accelerate benefits, beginning in 2022, with the implementation 
of interim service. In the absence of Phase 1, benefits would not begin to be realized until 2030 at the 
earliest. Phase 1 will result in improvements to the transportation system, benefits to environmental 
justice populations, air quality improvements and reductions in greenhouse gas emissions, and 
opportunities for smart growth. 


The DSEIR indicates that the longer travel time of Option 1 (for both Pilgrim Junction and 
Cotley Junction) because of the required reverse move would result in lower ridership than the other 
service options, In addition, a cross-platform transfer would increase travel time and decrease the 
attractiveness of Phase | service. Similarly, the shorter travel times of Option 3 (for both Pilgrim 
Junction and Cotley Junction) would result in higher ridership. 


Secondary Growth and Cumulative Impacts 


Development along the South Coast Rail project corridor has been guided by the Corridor Plan. 
Executive Order 525 (EO 525) requires state investments to be consistent with the recommendations of 
the Corridor Plan to the maximum extent feasible. It acknowledges that State actions have significant 
potential to leverage local and private investments in the priority areas. The Full Build is anticipated to 
result in economic benefits and prowth in jobs/houscholds within the South Coast Region. However, 
induced growth has the potential to adversely impact resources. The Corridor Plan promotes smart 
growth by identifying Community Priority Areas of Regional Significance including Priority 
Development Areas (PDAs) and Priority Protection Areas (PPAs). 


The Phase 1 project area has already been studied as part of smart-growth planning efforts and is 
included in the Corridor Plan, New elements that will be added to the Corridor Plan include use of the 
Middleborough Secondary line, a relocated Taunton Station, and new Pilgrim Junction Station. 
Implementation of phased service will not bring any new communities into the service plan that were 
not previously evaluated in the FEIS/R. Phase 1 will result in a change in the proposed development 
schedule for the South Coast Region and service will include fewer stations that will initially be 
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constructed for the Full Build Project; however, it will bring commuter rail service to some communities 
sooner than originally anticipated, thus providing economic and transportation benefits in the near term. 


The DSEIR. describes potential indirect effects from new elements associated with Phase | 
service only, and does not revisit elements previously analyzed in the FEIS/R; potential indirect effects 
are not anticipated to change significantly. Modifications to the Freetown and Fall River stations are not 
anticipated to change induced growth effects from those previously described. Phase | may prompt the 
development of undeveloped land at Pilgrim Junction Station, Middleborough/Lakeville Station, and 
East Taunton Station. Relocating the existing Middleborough/Lakeville Station to Pilgrim Junction 
Station will shift development opportunities from one station location to the other. Development 
opportunities near Pilgrim Junction Station are constrained due to an absence of developable land and 
location within a Zone Il, New development at the Middleborough/Lakeville Station will occur on 
surface parking. The East Taunton Station would encourage similar levels of residential development 
compared with the concept plan for Taunton Depot Station identified in the Corridor Plan. 


The DSEIR describes potential for TOD opportunities as presented in the Corridor Plan. 
Distribution of projected jobs and housing reported in the FEIS/R remain unaffected; however, levels of 
TOD similar to those presented in the Corridor Plan are anticipated in communities with Phase | 
stations. It is likely that current riders who use the Middieborough/Lakeville Station will use stations 
that are closer to them throughout the Southem Triangle once Phase | service commences. 


The DSEIR discusses the implementation of the Corridor Plan, including related performance 
metrics and the associated monitoring and reporting program, as well as the consistency of State 
investment commitments with the Corridor Plan. 


MassDOT does not anticipate any shifting of public infrastructure investments or other funding 
a8 a result of the implementation of Phase | service. MassDOT and the Executive Office of Housing and 
Economic Development (EQHED) have awarded technical assistance (TA) grants of more than $1.7 
million to the 3] corridor communities. This program will be continued through the start of Full Build 
service (providing an average of $200,000 per year). The proposals are developed by the communities 
with assistance from RPAs. Emphasis is placed on proposals to advance the Corridor Plan, its PDA/PPA 
designations and the states Sustainable Development Principles, and proposals that demonstrate a clear 
and achievable outcome. 


The DSEIR. analyzes cumulative impacts of Phase | service on natural, social, cultural, and 
physical resources compared to the No-Action Alternative. The cumulative impacts of the Phase 1 
elements in addition to the Full Build will not result in a significant environmental impact on land use, 
wetlands, biodiversity, rare species, water quality, and air quality. In particular, impacts fo wetland 
resource areas within the entire Phase | area are significantly reduced from the original impact estimates 
in the FEIS/R; cumulative wetland impacts from both the Phase | and Full Build will not exceed what 
was originally estimated in the FEIS/R. 
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The long-term Evaluation and Monitoring Plan is intended to evaluate anticipated environmental 
and stiart-growth benefits of the project and verify impact projections to allow for corrective/adaptive 
strategies mid-course. The DSEIR references the evaluation indicators and performance metrics 
described in the FEIS/R, which are tailored to the SCR project and include metrics for prowth 
projections, PDA, PPA, TOD, and social equity. The FEIS/R. outlined the State Agency or RPA 
responsible for data collection, which will apply throughout Phase | service. 


MassDOT and its evaluation partners have not begun monitoring the performance metrics. 
MassDOT is not proposing changes to the performance metrics or associated dala collection processes 
for Phase | service. MassDOT will expand the social equity metrics beyond Chapter 40B and 
inclusionary zoning to include other socio-economic factors, as appropriate. 


The DSEIR describes modifications to the proposed monitoring and reporting programs that will 
be carried forward during Phase 1. It provides an update on the monitoring and collection of data, and 
discusses how the phasing of the project will be incorporated into the long-term Evaluation and 
Monitoring Plan. MassDOT will follow the same structure for the programs as outlined in the FEIS/R. 
The first year of data collection will commence during the first year of construction of Phase | service. 
MassDOT will report the results of the performance metrics evaluation on its website four years afer 
commencement of Phase | service, and subsequent reports will be available every three years after this 
first report for a maximum of 20 years. The first report will include data collected for the baseline year 
(the first year of construction) and data collected three years after the baseline data collection year. Each 
subsequent report will include historical data and data collected for the additional reporting period. 


Because rehabilitation/use of the existing freight line for commuter rail purposes will not 
significantly change wildlife habitats, fragmentation, or continuity, MassDOT determined that the use of 
the Conservation Assessment and Prioritization System (CAPS) analysis would not be necessary to site 
wetland mitigation areas or redesign culverts associated with Phase |. Wetlands mitigation will occur al 
the local level in accordance with the WPA and culverts will be replaced to address structural 
deficiencies and réconstructed to meet the Stream Crossing Standards to the extent practicable. 


Land Alteration 


The DSEIR indicates that Phase | elements are not located within an ACEC, will not result in 
new impacts to open space, or require the disposition of Article 97 lands. The proposed Pilprim Junction 
Station is located within a Water Resource Protection District and the Zone II wellhead supply 
protection area. The DSEIR describes the type, amount, and location of land alteration associated with 
Phase | that was not previously analyzed in the FEIS/R. Existing and proposed conditions are 
categorized as either impervious (pavement, building, dirt, gravel, asphalt, and/or sidewalk) .or pervious 
(grass, trees, landscape, and/or pond) for each site. The DSEIR does not specifically provide cumulative 
totals for land alteration and impervious area for Phase | and the Ful! Build. 
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The following table describes the size of the redevelapment envelope, creation of impervious 
area, and proposed parking at each stalion. 
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New project elements will be located on previously developed land and land that is adjacent to 
existing freight lines. Parking at each station will be designed to avoid the alteration of undisturbed land, 
reduce impervious area to the extent practicable, and accommodate projected ridership. The 
reconfigured Freetown Station will provide 107 parking spaces, which is approximately 73 spaces less 
than proposed in the FEIS/R to reduce impervious area by 2.4 acres. A portion of the proposed Fall 
River Depot Station was sold and redeveloped into a medical office building. Additional parking may be 
added to the north side of the Fall River Depot Station for the Full Build project to replace this. 


According to the DSEIR, upgrading the railbed, track, and signals to facilitate commuter rail 
service on the Middleborough Secondary will not result in significant alteration to the land within the 
ROW. Minor temporary and permanent impacts may oceur within narrow strips immediately adjacent to 
the existing ballasied track for track reconstruction and minor realignment of track segments in certain 
areas. No significant land acquisition is required for Phase | construction along this ROW. 


Ridership Projections 


The DSEIR. provides updated travel demand modeling to project ridership and vehicle miles 
travelled (VMT) for the Full Build project and for Phase 1. Modeling does not include extension of daily 
commuter rail service south of the Middleborough/Lakeville Station to Buzzards Bay to assess impacts 
and benefits. However, MassDOT emphasizes that construction of Phase 1 will not preclude future 
expansion of Cape service. 


Ridership was modeled using the Massachusetts Statewide Travel Demand Model (TDM) 
developed by the Central Transportation Planning Staff (CTPS). The SCR TDM is a version that was 
refined specifically for the SCR study area, The DSEIR identifies the methodology, sources of data, and 
assumptions used as inputs to the model. The SCR TDM was updated to evaluate the 2016 and 2040 
forecast year for the No Build, Phase | and Full Build (compared to the 2028 Full Build forecast year 
described in the FEIS/R). In addition, CTPS was directed to model the 2030 ridership forecast for Phase 
| on an expedited schedule. Because forecasts for the 2030 scenarios were similar to 2040 scenarios 
modeled and major transportation network improvements were nol expected after 2030, CTPS 
perfonned an off-model analysis to estimate the 2030 ridership, The DSEIR indicates that the 2030 
forecast year was selected (eight years after the projected start of service in 2022) because it provides 
sufficient time to assess the benefits and impacts of Phase 1 service, According to the ndership analysis, 
Phase | projections consist of approximately 1,600 trips in 2030 and Full Build projections consis! of 
approximately 3,900 trips in 2040. 
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The modeling incorporates station locations associated with Phase |; however, it does not 
include grade crossings. The DSEIR provides a qualitative comparison of the projected ridership and 
cost associated with Phase 1. It does not include an estimated cost per rider based on the results of the 
ridership analysis. Because the model may be sensitive to cost, relative travel times, income and other 
demographic data, there may be some uncertainty in the estimation of each of these variables. The 
DSEIR describes the considerable uncertainty inherent in the modeling process which make it 
challenging to develop a composite margin of error or composite range. Therefore, the DSEIR did not 
present a range of projected boardings for cach alternative (rather than a single number) based on 
consideration of uncertainty factors and sensitivity of the model. 


The ridership projection results include boardings by station and linked trips, and the number of 
mode shifts from bus and auto. In addition to the 1,600 boardings diverted from automobile use, private 
bus service boardings under Phase | will decline to a projected 1,400 boardings (compared to 2,200 in 
the 2030 No Action) due to the diversion of passengers to the new rail options. Air quality benefits are 
based on the reduction in automobile VMT and the increase in transit VMT associated with new and 
extended trips. 


The DSEIR describes how information on fares and parking fees were incorporated in the model. 
Also, it describes how regional land use and planning assumptions were incorporated into the model. 


ital Justi 


The DSEIR identifies Environmental Justice (EJ) populations within and adjacent to the Phase 1 
project area and evaluates potential impacts to these populations that may result from changes proposed 
in Phase 1, The EJ Phase | study area consists of a 0.5-mile radius around the railroad alignment 
(Middleborough Secondary) and new station sites in East Taunton and Middleborough. The DSEIR. 
addresses relevant State and federal policies including the EEA EJ Policy. The EJ Policy was designed 
to improve protection of minority and low income communities from environmental pollution as well as 
promote community involvement in planning and environmental decision-making to maintain and/or 
enhance the environmental quality of their neighborhoods. 


The DSEIR indicates that there are no designated EJ populations within the EJ Phase 1 study 
area and Phase 1 will not result in impacts to EJ communities associated with property acquisition, 
socioeconomics, noise, vibration, air quality, public safety, and access and travel time and will not have 
a disproportionate adverse impact on EJ communities, There are two low income EJ communities in 
Middleborough located proximate to the EJ Phase | study area. The DSEIR does not anticipate direct 
impacts to these communities. The DSEIR indicates that phased service will benefit all EJ communities 
previously identified and evaluated in the FEIS/R. Benefits will include improved access to transit 
services to improve employment and educational opportunities, and general mobility. Phase | will bring 
these benefits to EJ communities as early as 2022. 


The DSEIR outlines strategies to enhance public participation in the environmental review 
process and describes outreach efforts to EJ communities in New Bedford, Taunton, Fall River, and 
Middleborough. MassDOT will continue to update and engage EJ and other South Coast communities 
throughout the entirety of the project, including Phase | through final construction, 
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The DSEIR discusses the project within the context of the Global Warming Solutions Act of 


2008 (GWSA), Executive Order 569: Establishing An Integrated Climate Change Strategy for the 
Commanwealth (EO 569; September 16, 2016) and the MassDOT GreenDOT Policy. EO 569 
recognizes the serious threat presented by climate change and directs agencies within the administration 
to develop and implement an integrated strategy that leverages state resources to combat climate change 
and prepare for its impacts. The Order seeks to ensure that Massachusetts will meet GHG emissions 
reduction limils established under the GWSA and will work to prepare state government and cities and 
towns for the impacts of climate change. The GHG Policy and requirements to analyze the effects of 
climate change through EIR review is an important part of a statewide strategy. 


Greenhouse Gas Emissions 


This project is subject to review under the May 5, 2010 MEPA GHG Policy. The FEIS/R 
included an analysis of GHG emissions for the Full Build Project. The DSEIR provided an updated 
GHG analysis for Phase 1, A stationary source analysis was not conducted for the stations because they 
will not include conditioned spaces. The East Taunton Station will include an emergency generator. The 
DSEIR calculates that Phase 1 will reduce regional GHG emissions by 7,121 tons per year (tpy) based 
on data from the mesoscale analysis. These reductions are associated with mode-shift and a related 
reduction in VMT by automobiles. The DSEIR. commits to measures to reduce GHG emissions 
associated with Phase 1. 


MassDOT will design platform roofs to be solar ready and will consider installation of solar PV 
at the stations. Stations will use light emitting diode (LED) technology and include electric vehicle (EV) 
charging equipment. The DSEIR does not quantify associated emissions reductions for these mitigation 
measures. The Massachusetts Department of Energy Resources (DOER) recommends that MassDOT 
commit to installing PY on parking lots and roofs, and use air to water heat pumps in conjunction with 
emergency generators to demonstrate that it has avoided, minimized, and mitigated GHG emissions to 
the maximum extent practicable. Further reductions in WMT and GHG emissions may also be achieved 
through the adoption of smart prowth principles and transit-oriented development (TOD) in Phase |. 


The DSEIR. addressed the effect of rail transit on freight services such as a shift from freight 
lines to roadways that mighi result in increased truck traffic. The DSEIR. indicates that the project is not 
expected to have a significant impact on freight operations, 


Adaptation and Resiliency 


The DSEIR outlines the benefits of updates to the Middleborough Secondary Line to climate 
adaptation and resiliency of the Full Build project. The DSEIR describes strategies MassDOT may take 
that will increase the resiliency of Phase |, and Full Build, to the effects of climate change. It evaluates 
how the projects may be impacted by changes in precipitation and increased temperature in compliance 
with the Drajt MEPA Climate Change Adaptation and Resiliency Policy. MassDOT is currently 
undertaking a vulnerability assessment as part of its Statewide Climate Change Adaptation Plan which 
includes climate projection maps for the Commonwealth and a report titled Assessment of Extreme 
Temperature Impacts on MassDOT Assets (Assessment). The DSEIR presents climate change 
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projections (for precipitation depth and temperature change) representing three GHG concentration 
trajectories for four future periods that can be used for planning purposes. 


The DSEIR identifies locations within the Phase | area that are vulnerable to flooding due to 
changes in precipitation and threats along the transportation system associated with extended periods of 
extreme temperatures. MassDOT’s Assessment determined that exposure to high temperature would not 
significantly impact the infrastructure design and materials specifications. 


The DSEIR identifies potential solutions to mitigate projected increased flooding and 
temperature increase. MassDOT will use the data and design standards provided in the Boston Water 
and Sewer Commission's (B WSC) 2015 Wastewater and Storm Drainage System Facilities Plan for the 
project’s stormwater management systems including analyzing existing and designing new culverts. 
MassDOT maintains thot Phase | will provide resiliency by providing a reliable redundant route should 
the Full Build become vulnerable due to flooding, power outages, or track damage. 


Air Quality 


The DSEIR evaluates the air quality impacts of Phase | consistent with the analysis provided in 
the FEIS/R. The DSEIR describes the methodology used for the mesoscale and microscale analyses. The 
analyses address emission impacts from both automobiles and locomotives. Modeling conservatively 
assumed Tier 3 diesel locomotive engines; however, cleaner Tier 4 locomotives will be phased into the 
fleet. Any locomotives purchased for Phase | will comply with federal locomotive standards. The 
DSEIR. considers the emissions from minimal electrical consumption at each station and the direct 
emissions from the emergency generator at the East Taunton Station to be negligible. 


The mesoscale analysis evaluates regional air quality impacts of Phase 1 with respect to National 
Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS), Clean Air Act (CAA), and State Implementation Plan (SIP). 
It calculates emissions of volatile organic compounds (VOCs), nitrogen oxides (NOx), carbon dionide 
(CO;), carbon monoxide (CO), and Particulate Matter 2.5 micrometers and 10 micrometers in diameter 


(PMz;5 and PMjo). The mesoscale analysis uses traffic and emissions data for existing and future (No 


Action and Build) conditions within the Phase 1 study area. [t was informed by the Regional Travel 
Demand Model (RTDM) maintained by CTPS to project reductions in VMT and emissions factors 
derived using EPA's Motor Vehicle Emissions Simulator (MOVES201 4a). Diesel train emissions were 
modeled using EPA emission factors and based on travel distances from the proposed service schedule, 


The DSEIR describes how the project will comply with the CAA Amendments (General 
Conformity Rule and SIP) and NAAQS. Phase 1 is expected to reduce CO by 64 kilograms per day 
(kg/day), VOC by | to 2 kg/day, PM2.5 and PMjo by less than 1 kg/day, and CO by 7,121 tpy. Phase ! is 
expected to increase NOy emissions by 26 ke/day because the increased train emissions offset the 
reduction in motor vehicle emissions; however, these values are well below the de minimis levels 
outlined in the General Conformity Rule, Use of Tier 4 locomotives could further decrease emissions of 
all pollutants, 


Consistent with previous analysis, the DSEIR also includes a microscale analysis to determine if 


automobiles and train locatives for Phase 1 will cause or exacerbate existing CO, PM2, or PMjo, and 
NOyat localized "hotspots" (including NQy at stations associated with diesel trains). The DSEIR. 
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describes the methodology used for the microscale analyses and model input data such as vehicle/train 
emission factors. The microscale analysis includes assessments of the Phase | service at inlersections in 
the vicinity of new stations; grade crossings; and train stations. 


The worst-case intersection in each station's traffic study area was analyzed. Ii is assumed that 
because these intersections will comply with the NAAQS criteria, all other intersections in the traffic 
study area will also comply. Each of the five grade crossings along the Phase | corridor was modeled 
during the peak transit hour when the most grade crossing events would occur. Ambient air quality near 
the stations was considered by assessing idling locomotives during the peak transit hour, Automobile 
and train emissions were used to calculate worst-case concentrations. Emissions of the moving diesel 
commuter rai] trains were added to grade crossing receptor locations to calculate the highest ° 
concentrations of pollutants. All of the measured pollutant concentrations will comply with the NAAQS 
atid Phase | will not result in a significant change in concentrations. 


Consistent with MassDOT’s GreenDOT Policy Directive and Revised Diese] Retrofit 
Specifications, contractors will be required to install emissions control devices in all off-road vehicles. 
Ultra-low sulfur diesel (ULSD) fuel must be used in off-road equipment. Protocols will be established to 
limit excessive idling during the construction period, This may include driver training, periodic 
inspections by site supervisors, and posting signage. 


Traffic and Transportation 


The DSEIR includes a revised transportation analysis which describes the transportation and 
roadway safety impacts for Phase | that were not previously evaluated in the FEIS/R. It analyzed 
potential transportation impacts at four station locations and five existing grade crossings along the 
Middleborough Secondary, Study area roadway and intersections around each proposed station were 
selected for safety and traffic operation analyses and these were adjusted from locations evaluated in the 
FEIS/R based on revised station locations, as appropriate, 


Phase | Operations 


Impacts of proposed Phase | operations were evaluated with respect to intersection and roadway 
traffic operations, pedestrian and bicycle accommodations, and parking at each planned station, Curent 
and future demographic and economic data were incorporated into the CTPS TDM and Phase | 
ridership projections, based on land wse data and projections from the Southeastem Regional Planning 
and Economic Development District (SRPEDD) and Old Colony Planning Council (OCPC). The DSEIR 
describes potential impacts of Phase | on existing roadways, freight, passenger rail, and bus operations. 


The analysis evaluates existing conditions and the potential impacts of Phase 1 operations within 
Middleborough, Lakeville, Taunton, Fall River, and Freetown based on the existing roadway and 
intersection geometry, grade crossings, traffic volume data collection, vehicle crash analysis, and traffic 
operations analysis. Traffic volume data (automatic traffic recorder (ATR) counts and turning movement 
counts (TMCs)) were collected in June 2017 for roadway and intersections in the study area of proposed 
stations (new, relocated, or reconfigured). No new traffic data was collected in Freetown because the 
only change since the FEIS/R consists of relocating the driveway. 
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The analysis evaluates current and projected traffic congestion at study area intersections 
(expressed in terms of Jevel of service (LOS)) with and without Phase | operations based on a 2030 
traffic forecast by CTPS. Trip generation for each station was based on projected park and ride and kiss 
and ride ridership. MassDOT conducted peak-hour signal warrant analyses at study area intersections. 
The TDM was used to project total pedestrian and bicycle volume at each proposed station. 


There have been modifications to traffic signal timing and phasing along the Route 140 Corridor 
in Taunton since the FEIS/R, which have improved traffic operations in the vicinity of Route 24. The 
majority of study area intersections in the vicinity of stations currently operate at LOS D or better under 
peak period conditions. However, under existing conditions, the South Main Street (Route 105)/West 
Grove Street (Route 28) intersection in Middleborough operates at LOS E during the evening peak hour. 


Existing traffic volumes were projected to 2030 No-Action conditions by applying annual 
background growth rates for Middleborough (eight percent), Taunton (four percent), and Fall River (1.5 
percent) based on model inputs, in addition to project-specrfic traffic volumes. Project First Light 
(EEA#14924) in Taunton and its preferred alternative for the new interchange al Route 24/Route 140 
were included in the No-Action analysis for Taunton. J expect that the No-Action analysis for Freetown. 
accurately incorporated updated traffic information associated with the Freetown Business Park 
(EEA#15420). Vehicle trips associated with expected passenger growth at the existing 
Middleborough/Lakeville Station were included in the No-Action analysis. 


Analysis of transportation impacts was based on projected ridership at each station. Analyses 
indicate that the majority of intersections will operate at acceptable LOS. The South Main Street (Route 
105VRoute 28 intersection in Middleboro will continue to operate at LOS F during ihe evening peak- 
hour under the 2030 Phase 1 Operation and will be improved to LOS D with proposed mitigation. Phase 
1 is not anticipated to adversely impact traffic m Middleborough; however, MassDOT is proposing 
mitigation to address existing deficiencies and enhance bicycle/pedestrian access to the station. 


The Route 140/Industrial Drive intersection in Taunton will deteriorate to LOS F during peak 
hours under the 2030 Phase 1 Operation and will be improved to LOS B with proposed mitigation. 
Potential adverse impacts of Phase | in Taunton are associated with the effect of the new al-grade 
railroad crossing on traffic operations along the Route 140 corridor; however, station-related traffic 
impacts are not anticipated. MassDOT proposes imtersection improvements to facilitate grade crossing 
safety while maintaining traffic operations to the extent possible during grade crossing closures on 
Route 140, 


The NPC indicated that Phase | could continue to provide a connection between Bridgewater 
State College and the Fall River/New Bedford area in the long term, if warranted by demand, Phase | 
will not preclude future Cape service. 


Crash dnalysis 
Historical crash data was reviewed for the most recent three- to five-year periods available for 
study area intersections in Middleborough, Taunton, and Fall River. High crash rate locations 


(exceeding the statewide and/or district averages) in the vicinity of proposed stations include the 
following intersections: 
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« the South Main Street (Route 105)/West Grove Street (Route 28) m Middleborough (ranked 
as number 121 of the Top 200 intersection crash locations in the Commonwealth; 

Route 140/Mozzone Boulevard in Taunton; 

Route 140/Route 24 ramps (northbound (NB) and southbound (SB)) in Taunton (listed as 
high crash locations, eligible for Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) funding; 
North Main Street/President Avenue in Fall River; 

North Main Street/Lincoln Avenue; 

North Main Street/Pearce Street; and 

North Davol Street/President Avenue. 


The President Avenue corridor, between North Davol Street and Thompson Street is listed as a 
high crash location eligible for HSIP funding. The President Avenue corridor between Dyer Street and 
June Street is listed as a bicycle crash cluster eligible for HSIP funding. 


MassDOT wall undertake a Roadway Safety Audit (RSA) for high crash locations identified in 
Middleborough and Fall River. An RSA was determined not to be required at the Route 140/Route 24 
ramp (NB/SB) intersections in Taunton as there have been no changes in crash trends since a previously 
completed RSA at this location. Mitigation identified from the RSAs will be incorporated into Phase 1. 


Grade Crossing Analysis 


The DSEIR includes an evaluation of the five grade crossings along the Middleborough 
Secondary (two in Lakeville and three in Taunton) and provides an analysis of traffic and safety 
impacts. Existing train frequency varies between four and 22 freight trains per week. The DSEIR 
includes a delay and queue technical analysis for all grade crossing locations. The DSEIR indicates that 
a review of MassDOT crash data over the past five years shows no history of crashes that can be 
attributed to existing activity on the Middleborough Secondary. 


During the moming and evening peak-hours, the grade crossings are projected to be closed three 
times, respectively, with a total of 13 round trips per day. The prade crossings on the Middleborough 
Secondary in Lakeville and Taunton are active. It is assumed that, in the future, freight will run outside 
of the peak comumuting hours to facilitate commuter rail along the single track. The DSEIR. describes the 
traffic volumes, maximum queue, and average delay at these grade crossings. No impacts to driveways 
or adjacent intersections in the vicinity of the crossings in Lakeville are projected. Queue lengths and 
average delays at three crossings in Taunton will affect driveways immediately adjacent to the crossings. 
No impacts to any adjacent intersections due lo queued vehicles al the crossing are anticipaled. 


The assessment of potential traffic and safety impacts at the proposed public grade crossings 
indicates that each location will be suitable for public use equipped with a combination of new, state of 
the art, Automatic Highway Crossing Warming (AHCW) systems and minor geometric modifications 
such as driveway reconfiguration, driveway closures, vegetation clearing ond utility pole relocations. 
Specifically, minor modifications to driveways adjacent to the grade crossings are proposed along Old 
Colony Avenue and Middleboro Avenue. More extensive changes are proposed along Route 140. 
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Parking 


A parking assessment for each station compares the planned number of parking spaces to the 
projected peak parking demand and identifies any existing parking supply that may be affected by the 
proposed project. Peak parking demand at each station was projected based on daily passenger 
boardings determined by the TDM. The following table identifies proposed parking supply. 


a 
Su onl Phase 1/Fall Build ccessible Ride 


a a ee a a a 


/EastTaunton | 363 | esz2 | fess 

Fyemiotonn se | = HOF +e ee 

* 73 fewer spaces than previously proposed in the FEIS/R; DSEIR indicates this amount will still maintain 
adequate supply. 

** Additional parking may be added on the north side of the track at 870 North Main Street as part of the Full 
Build. 

*** For Phase |, the reduced parking area is expected to be adequate to meet demand. 





Multimodal Connectivity 


The ridership modeling projections include a mode of access for each station, which were used ia 
define proposed infrastructure improvements. Mode choices included auto (single-occupant vehicle trip 
and carpool), transit, and non-motorized (walk or bicycle). The DSEIR describes pedestrian and bicycle 
connections from local neighborhoods to the proposed stations, which will be designed to accommodate 
these users, and measures proposed to encourage multimodal access such as exclusive signal timing 
phasing and bicycle racks. 


Southeastern Regional Transit Authority (SRTA) and Greater Attleboro Taunton Regional 
Transit Authority (GATRA) provide local bus service within the vicinity of proposed stations. These 
operators use a fleet of buses that accommodate bicycles, which will encourage multi-modal integration 
for the project. Current bus operators will provide enhanced Feeder Bus service (extending or adjusting 
existing bus routes) to the proposed stations for Phase | service to support interconnectivity between 
urbanized communities in the study area to proposed stations. A Feeder Bus network would provide an 
alternative to driving to stations and would support TOD and other smart growth initiatives in the study 
area. The DSEIR summarizes the proposed Phase 1 Feeder Bus connections to each of the four stations, 
including a shuttle between the existing Middleborough/Lakeville Station and the new station at Pilgrim 
Junction and extension of GATRA's Bus Route § to serve the proposed East Taunton Station to provide 
@ connection to other locations in Taunton, including downtown Taunton, the Bloom Bus Terminal, 
Taunton High School, Taunton Depot, and the Silver City Gallena. 


The Phase | service will operate in an area that is nol currently served by Transportation 
Management Associations (TMAs) and other Transportation Demand Management programs. 
MassDOT plans to coordinate with Regional Transit Authonties (RTAs) and TMA and Transportation 
Demand Management programs that operate in the region in the future 
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Mitigation 


The DSEIR identities the following mnigation commitments to address traffic mpacts and 
ensure safe, multi-modal access to the stations: 


Middleborough 

* Complete RSA at Route 105/Route 28 intersection and implement recommended 
improvements; 

« Modify traffic signal timing/phasing at Route 105/Route 28 intersection to provide adequate 
pedestrian crossing times and pr issive left turns for all approaches; 

® Modify traffic signal timing/phasing at Route 105/1-495 NB intersection to incorporate new 
station driveway and a pedestrian crossing across Route 105; 

« Install high visibility materials, advanced signage, and flashing beacon warning devices at 
the existing unsignalized crosswalks across Route 28 at West Street and al Elm Street: and 

* Modify traffic signal timing at Route 105/Route 79/Commercial Drive intersection. 


Taunton 

* Install new traffic signal at Route 140/Industrial Drive intersection; 

« Install pre-signals at the Route 140 grade crossing; 

« Restripe Route 140 SB between Industrial Drive and Route 24 SB to provide two through 
lanes and a dedicated right-turn lane onto Route 24 SB (minor widening may be required); 
and 

® Modify traffic signal timing/phasing at Route 140/Mozzone Boulevard/Route 24 SB ramps 
intersection to provide preemption phasing during gate closure. 


Freetown 

* Install advanced warning signage along South Main Street and at Freetown Station driveway; 
and 

« Install dynamic messages signing along approach where sight distance is deficient. 


Fall River 

® Widen North Main Street on both approaches to President Avenue 

« Update traffic signal timing/phasing at North Main Street/President Avenue and mcrease 
pedestrian crossing lime 

« Increase the pedestrian crossing time at North Davol Street/President Avenue 


MassDOT is separately advancing a design to address the Middleborough Rotary. Traffic 
operations at Pilgrim Junction are not expected to impact the Middleborough Rotary. The DSEIR 
indicates that new trips to the Pilgrim Junction Station through key intersections in Middleborough 
Center, the Middleborough Rotary, and in the vicinity of the schools located along Route 28 will be 
unchanged. 
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Wetlands 


Phase | will result in impacts to BV W, Land Under Water (LUW), Bank, Bordering Land 
Subject to Flooding (BLSF), Riverfront Area (RFA), and Land Subject to Coastal Storm Flowage 
(LSCSF). The project is subject to Federal, State, and local wetland permitting jurisdiction, each with ils 
own performance standards and regulations, Local Conservation Commissions will review Phase | to 
determine its consistency with the WPA, the Wetlands Regulations (310 CMR 10.00), and associated 
performance standards, including the Stormwater Management Standards (SMS). MassDEP will assess 
the project's consistency with the WPA, the 401 WQC regulations (314 CMR 9,00) and the c, 91 
regulations (310 CMR 9,00). ACOE will review the project to determine its consistency with Section 
404 of the Federal Clean Waler Act. Phase 1 will not require a Variance in accordance with the WPA. 


An Order of Conditions issued by a local Conservation Commussion is not a Permit, as thal term 
is defined in the MEPA regulations; therefore, MassDOT may initiate wetlands permitting prior to 
completion of MEPA review. Phase | received OOCs from the Conservation Commissions in Fall 
River, New Bedford (for the layover station), Freetown (two), Berkley, Taunton (two), and Raynham, 
which were not appealed. Outstanding OOCs are required from the Conservation Commissions in 
Middleborough (only work along Middleborough Secondary; Pilgrim Junction is not within WPA 
jurisdiction), Lakeville, and New Bedford (for track work), 


In addition to new impacts along the Middleborough Secondary and at proposed stations, the 
DSEIR also provides an update on the impacts to wetland resource areas within the Southern Triangle 
that were previously analyzed in the FEIS/R. The following table identifies permanent and temporary 
impacts within the Phase | area and mitigation for permanent BV W impacts (MassDOT provided 
updated impact numbers during review of the DSEIR). 


‘Municipal 
“oo. rai en mo 
ue P/T P/T Mitton 


-Middlebaroush® {ono {| _pf__7__ a 
=< en 


tans — [Tease | anon Sr 1,354/979_| 78,036 |  5.200__| __ 2/13/2018 
| Raynham*** | 


rs a A A TT 

[Berkley | 476/206 | 3,330/18,028 | 1,342/1,943 | 4,468/4,815| 0 | 5,520 | 1/10/2018 
Fressoe* 2201/48 | 2,640/0 | 2,338/461 | 2,782/504 | 105,680 | 5,410 |__2/26/2018 
| New Bedford* | 6,656/86| 9/93 |_921/313_| a es 
Fall Rivers*** | 16020 | 0s | 00 | 00 | 7377] 0 392018 | 
P: eet impacts 

T: temporary impacts 

TBD: to be determined 

* NOI to be filed for track work — estimated impacts 

** Impacts are combined from two separate NOls 

*** Buffer Zone work only 

**** Impacts also include 16,419 sf of LSCSF and 1,715 IF of Coastal Bank 
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The DSEIR includes a description of wetland systems identified along the proposed alignment 
for Phase | for track construction/reconstruction (single and double tracking), culvert/bridge 
replacement, retaining wall construction, and upgraded grade crossings, and at the proposed station sites. 
It includes figures to supplement the narrative and depicts specific locations and extent of wetland 
impacts, The DSEIR includes tables summarizing wetlands impacts for Phase 1, including the 
identification of cumulative impacts for each resource area and by municipality. MassDOT consulted 
with the ICG on several occasions to review proposed work and project impacts. The methodology used 
to assess impacts was consistent with the approach used in the FEIS/R. The DSEIR describes how 
proposed work in wetland resource areas will meet applicable performance standards. 


The DSEIR describes and quantifies alterations to floodplains (BLSF) and discusses how work 
associated with Phase | will comply with applicable regulatory standards pursuant to 310 CMR 
10,57(4)(a). Hydrologic analyses were conducted to determine the 100-year flood elevation in the 
vicinity of Phase 1 elements not previously reviewed in the FEIS/R. Flood storage mitigation will be 
provided on an incremental (one-foot) basis well in excess of the proposed volume of fill at each 
elevation. Compensatory storage will be provided in the immediate vicinity of proposed fill within 
BLSF (within the same floodplain) for loss of BLSF within each municipality. 


State of Good Repair Program 


Phase | includes activities that qualify as “Bridge Exempt” under the Transportation Bond Bill 
and portions that do not qualify for the exemption. MassDEP has indicated that it will require two 401 
WQC applications. MassDOT filed the Bridge Exempt 401 WOQC with MassDEP, which has been 
classified as State of Good Repair (SGR) work. This SGR work includes discharge of fill and dredging 
associated with the maintenance, repair and/or replacement of bridges and culverts for the existing 
Freight Line. These bridges/culverts meet the definition of functional equivalent and will be repaired, 
replaced or reconstructed 


401] Water Quality Certification 


Phase | will require the issuance of two 401 WQCs for the discharge of fill to wetlands (BV W, 
IVW, and/or LUW) as well as 2 401 WQC for dredging in excess of 100 cubic yards. The DSEIR 
identifies 28 stream crossing locations associated with Phase | including two bridges and 26 culverts. 
Both bridges and ten culverts will be reconstructed as part of the SGR program. All culvert replacements 
will be designed to meet Stream Crossing Standards to the maximum extent practicable. Phase | will 
replace two culverts in Taunton; 14 will remain in their existing condition. Detailed cross-sections for 
proposed culverts and bridges and designs will be provided during final design, Culvert design will 
include hydrological! studies to demonstrate that the upstream and downstream hydrology will not 
adversely impact flood capacity or storage volume in wetlands. As the design progresses, MassDOT 
should evaluate opportunities for maximizing hydrological connections between wetlands for 
enhancement and restoration as well as for flood capacity. 


Comments from the Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries (DMF) indicate that Phase ! 
includes culverts and bridges over waterways that support a variety of diadromous fish species. The 
Middleborough Secondary crosses Box Brook, a tributary to Poquoy Brook, in two locations. Box 
Brook is listed as supporting a coldwater fishery. Phase 1 will not alter the two existing culverts, 
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therefore, it will have no short- or long-term effects on coldwater fisheries. The DSEIR indicates that 
Phase | will implement BMPs for erosion and sedimentation controls and time-of-year (TOY) 
restrictions on construction activity to avoid and minimize impacts to fisheries resources; however, it 
does not identify specific TOY restrictions. Comments from DMF recommend TOYs to minimize 
impacts associated with in-water along the Southern Triangle and Middleborough Secondary. 


Outstanding Resource Wailers 


Vernal pool habitats are protected under the Massachusetts 401 WQC standards as Outstanding 
Resource Waters (OR Ws); there are no other designated OR Ws within the Phase 1 study area. Vernal 
pools were identified within the Phase | project area (adjacent to the Middleborough Secondary and 
new/relocated stations) implementing the same methodology used for the FEIS/R study and approved by 
NHESP. Investigations were conducted within 100 feet of the ROW of the Middleborough Secondary. 
The DSEIR includes the results of potential vernal pool investigations associated with Phase |. 
including a description and mapping of those meeting the criteria for certification. According to the 
DSEIR, Phase | will not discharge or fill any vernal pools. 


Biodiversity 


The DSEIR includes information on conservation areas (including ecosystems, bioregions, 
Biomap core habitats, and Important Wildlife Habitats (WH)) adjacent to new Phase | elements 
(Middleborough Secondary and associated new/relocated station). There are no Important Bird Areas ir 
the vicinity of the Phase 1 study area. The DSEIR includes an analysis of biodiversity value and 
supporting maps/graphics in the Phase 1 project area using the same methodology presented in the 
FEIS/R. 


The DSEIR includes « quantitative and qualitative analysis of impacts to wildlife habitat, 
wetlands, water quality, water supply, and floodplain. It evaluates direct and indirect impacts to wildlife 
and their habitat, including hydrologic changes, fragmentation, edge effects, noise and vibration, and 
restrictions to mobility. Phase | will not change hydrology, increase fragmentation, create new edge 
effects, or result in new noise or vibration effects that will result in impacts to wildlife and their habitat. 
Phase 1 will add wildlife crossings and increase culvert openness to improve mobility of turtles and 
other small wildlife. Impacts to migratory birds will be limited to small areas of vegetation removal 
adjacent to the existing tracks and removal of 1.2 acres of deciduous forest at the proposed East Taunton 
Station that may provide migratory bird habitat. Phase 1 will avoid impacts to nesting birds by 
restricting tree clearing to the non-breeding season. It indicates that upgrading the existing active freight 
line will not impact biodiversity nor any areas of high conservation or habitat value. 


Stormwater 


Phase | will create approximately 11 acres of new impervious area, some of which was 
previously reviewed in the FEIS/R as part of the proposed Freetown and Fall River Depot stations (see 
Land Alteration section). The DSEIR addresses how Phase 1 will comply with the Wetlands Regulations 
and associated SMS for work proposed in wetland resource areas and buffer zones. The Fall River 
Depot Station is not subject to the WPA or SMS. The DSEIR includes an analysis of impacts and 
mitigation along the Middleborough Secondary and station sites including Fall River Depot Station. 
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Proposed BMPs were sized to mitigate the increase in peak flow rate for the 10-year storm and provide 
required recharge and water quality volumes. The DSEIR presents conceptual stormwater designs for 
each station. As station designs are refined and environmental and site constraints are considered, 
proposed BMPs at the stations will be designed in accordance with MassDEP guidance. Stormwater 
management plans will be developed to describe collection, treatment, and discharge of stormwater. 


The DSEIR considers three of the four stations as a mix of new development and redevelopment, 
the Middleborough Secondary line as redevelopment, and the Freetown Station as new development. 
The Phase 1 Study Area will fully comply with the ten MassDEP SMS for new development and will _ 
comply with Standards 2, 3, 4, and 6 to the maximum extent practicable for redevelopment. None of the 
stations contain any type of Land Uses with Higher Potential Pollutant Loading (LUHPPLs), thereby, 
obviating the requirement to comply with Standard 5. Because the Pilgrim Junction station is located 
within a Zone [I to a municipal groundwater well approximately 3,600 feet away, stormwater runoff will 
be treated to remove at least 44 percent of total suspended solids prior to discharge to an infiltration 
structure and the infiltration BMPs will be sized to treat at least one-inch of runoff over the impervious 
area. 


In general, the stormwater design at the stations includes closed drainage systems with deep 
sump catch basins and piping to collect runoff and convey it to infiltration basins for treatment and 
recharge, where feasible, before discharging off-site. As the design advances, Low Impact Development 
(LID) practices that include a combination of detention, infiltration, and treatment techniques, such as 
rain gardens, water quality swales, and infiltration basins will.be proposed to the maximum extent 
practicable. Infiltration-based BMPs will be used whenever possible to maximize ground water 
recharge, reduce stormwater volumes, and remove contaminants. 


Existing drainage features (ditches and discharge points) along the Middleborough Secondary 
will be rehabilitated or maintained as required. Improved stormwater management measures will be 
incorporated into the drainage design to comply with the SMS. Reconstructed features will be designed 
to collect and convey runoff from the 24-hour, 50-year storm. Proposed ditches may be designed to be 
deeper than what exists today. Flow that discharges to open ditches upgradient of resource areas will 
enter sediment forebays for suspended solid removal. Underdrain systems will be installed where ditches 
are not practicable and daylight to discharge to the same flow path or outlet point as the existing ditch. 
There are nine certified vernal pools along the Middleborough Secondary. Stormwater BMPs will be set 
back 100 feet from a certified vernal pool and a habitat evaluation will be performed to demonstrate that 
the stormwater BMPs will not adverse impact the vernal pool's habitat functions. A 100-foot buffer will 
be maintained between discharge points and certified vernal pools where feasible. 


Vegetation Management and Herbicide Use 


The DSEIR describes ROW maintenance and evaluates the MBTA's Vegetation Management 
Plan (VMP) and herbicide usage along the ROW and associated impacts to sensitive receptors including 
wetland resources, public or private drinking water supplies, Priority Habitat, aquatic organisms and 
water quality. It outlines restrictions on herbicide application, and identifies areas proposed for herbicide 
use and those that would be designated as 2a No-Application sensitive area. Specific zones will be 
identified on project plans submitted during final design and permitting. The DSEIR describes invasive 
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species that may occur along the Middleborough Secondary, and the proposed monitoring and contro! 
program for such invasive species. 


Mitigation 


The DSEIR was required to demonstrate that the Phase | will avoid, minimize or mitigate 
impacts to wetland resource areas and water quality to the maximum extent practicable. As a result of 
significant improvements to the track design, impacts along the freight lines have been reduced 
considerably since review of the FEIS/R and NPC. The DSEIR outlines a comprehensive mitigation 
program designed to meet ACOE, MassDEP, and local requirements and performance standards. The 
DSEIR describes wetland mitigation measures proposed to offset alteration of each resource area. Areas 
of temporary impact will be restored. Wetland mitigation will be designed and constructed in 
accordance with the WPA performance standards, and will provide a minimum 1:1 in-situ replacement 
of the lost wetland area, functions and values, including wildlife habitat. Additional compensation will 
be provided to mect ACOE mitigation requirements for secondary (indirect) and temporary impacts. The 
site-specific details of wetland mitigation will be provided in the NOls, Section 404 ACOE permit and 
Section 401 WQC applications for Phase 1. The mitigation program will include implementation of 
construction-period measures to avoid and minimize impacts; post-construction monitoring to document 
the outcome of replacement/restoration activities and improvements to wildlife habitat; and addressing 
potential establishment of non-native and/or invasive species, 


MassDOT will provide a schedule to MassDEP and the MEPA Office regarding the timing of 
wetlands permitting and publication of the mitigation plan for wetlands and rare species which was 
required by the FEIS/R Certificate. Phase 1 will not require a Variance. MassDOT will continue to 
pursue design and permitting of the Full Build project, MassDOT should consult with the MEPA Office 
once permitting for the Full Build advances to a point where an updated mitigation plan can be provided. 


Waterways 


The DSEIR confirms that new Phase | elements are not located within tidelands or the Coastal 
Zone. Although, the Middleboro Secondary crosses three navigable waterways subject to c. 91 
jurisdiction, Phase | does not include work within these waterways. These three waterways include the 
Cotley River (Barstow’s Pond) in Taunton, Richmond Brook (Taunton River tributary) in Taunton, and 
the Furnace Brook in Raynham. The DSEIR indicates that Phase | will not affect jurisdictional 
waterways that were not previously reviewed. MassDOT is currently reconstructing two bridges as part 
of the SGR program, and no work is proposed at Furnace Brook as part of Phase !. 


MassDEP comments consider any work proposed on these bridge crossings to be maintenance, 
repair or replacement, and therefore exempt pursuant to the Bridge Exemption. As a result, no c..91 
authorizations will be required for this work. The Weaver's Cove Layover Facility described in the 
FEIS/R will require ac. 91 License as an Accessory to Water Dependent Use. 
d Wildli 


Portions of the Middleborough Secondary are mapped as Priority and/or Estimated Habitat for 
the following state-listed species: Three-angled Spike-scdge (Endangered plant); Plymouth Gentian 
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(Special Concern plant); Long’s Bulrush (Threatened plant); Pine Barrens Bluet (Threatened damselfly); 
and Eastern Box Turtle (Special Concern reptile). These species and their habitats are protected pursuant 
to the Massachusetts Endangered Species Act (MESA, MGL c.131A) and its implementing regulations 
(321 CMR 10.00). MassDOT has been actively coordinating with NHESP to discuss and evaluate 
potential concerns, including the methodology for conducting habitai analysis and surveys for state- 
listed plant species. 


NHESP anticipates that Phase | will likely not result in a Take of Long’s Bulrush or Pine 
Barrens Bluet; however, it will likely need to be conditioned in order to avoid a Take of Threc-angled 
Spike-sedge and Plymouth Gentian, Conditions may inglude, but,are not limited to, delineating and 
avoiding state-listed plants during construction and implementing NHESP-approved vegetation and 
invasive species management plans within areas where state-listed plants are known to occur. 


The Full Build project will likely result in a'takei of the Eastern Box Turtle, Phase | will result in 
a loss of approximately 1.2 acres of potential habitat!(successiomal habitats along the railbed) and the 
anticipated loss of a total of 2.45 acres (including habitat along the Middleborough Secondary, Fall 
River Secondary and New Bedford Main Line). ‘Because proposed work along the Middleborough 
Secondary represents a phase of a larger common project and Phase | will collectively result in the loss 
of approximately 7.1 acres of suitable upland and wetland habitats, NHESP anticipates that a CMP 
authorizing the Take of Eastern Box Turtle will be required in order for work along the Middleborough 
Secondary to proceed. NHESP comments indicate that while the exact details of the long-term Net 
Benefit required under a CMP have not yet been finalized, it is anticipated that MassDOT intends to 
meet the CMP performance standards by: providing funding for off-site habital restoration, 
management, protection and/or conservation research to benefit Eastern Box Turtle and its habitats in 
Massachusetts; installing and maintaining appropriate wildlife crossings to improve connectivity 
between suitable turtle habitats; and implementing NHESP-approved plans to protect state-listed turtles 
during and after construction. The DSEIR indicates that MassDOT will provide funding to the Eastern 
Box Turtle mitigation bank equivalent to 3.7 acres of protected habitat. MassDOT should consult with 
NHESFP to ensure this amount satisfies the long-term Net Benefit provision. NHESP anticipates that a 
suitable long-term Net Benefit can be achieved by providing conservation funding, and that the 
proposed project should be able to meet the performance standards of a CMP, 


The DSEIR. further describes how Phase | will avoid and minimize impacts to rare species and 
wildlife. Avoidance measures include locating all stations outside of Priority Habitat; maintaining track 
construction and culvert replacements within the existing footprint; and time-of-year (TOY) restrictions 
for tree and vegetation removal to protect Northern Long-Eared Bats and migratory binds (May 1 
through July 15). Minimization efforts include single track instead of double track to reduce loss of 
habitat; replacing/enhaneing structurally deficient culverts to improve hydraulic connections and 
wildlife movement; adjusting grading to reduce loss of plants/wildlife, using retaining walls; replanting 
disturbed areas; and developing and implementing an invasive species management plan. 


Noise and Vibrati 


Phase | will introduce potential impacts from noise and vibration to the corridor along the 
Middleborough Secondary associated with new passenger rail service along an active freight corridor 
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which could negatively impact sensitive receptors. The DSEIR includes an assessment of noise and 
vibrational impacts associated with Phase | areas thal were not assessed in prior MEPA review. 


The Federal Transit Administration's (FTA) Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment Guidelines 
were used to evaluate existing conditions and assess potential impacts of the project, which is consistent 
with the methodology used in the FEIS/R. While they enforce regulations of certain noise sources, 
MassDEP’s noise regulations (310 CMR 7,10) and Noise Policy are not designed to address 
transportation sources such as commuter rai! trains, which are temporary in nature and transient as 
opposed to stationary sources. The DSEIR describes evaluation of mitigation for Phase | according to 
the MBTA’s Noise Mitigation Policy. 


The DSEIR describes the methodology for the study and the land use categories and metrics for 
evaluating transit-related impacts, including information on background noise levels and monitoring 
locations. The analysis assumed that homs will be sounded at all proposed grade crossings. Using the 
FTA guidelines, impacts are categorized as severe, moderate, or no impact depending on the projected 
increased level of exposure compared to existing noise levels. Temporary construction noise impacts are 
also expected and will be minimized and mitigated to the maximum extent practicable through 
incorporation of construction noise controls and noise guidelines into construction documents, which 
will be enforced during construction, 


Diesel train pass-by noise associated with Phase | operations (operating train noise without 
horns) will result in 65 moderate and 24 severe impacts to residential receptors in Taunton with the 
majority on Battle Row and at the condominiums at 96 Old Colony Avenue; 12 moderate and 6 severe 
noise impacts to residential receptors in Raynham; eight moderate and three severe noise impacts to 
residential receptors in Lakeville; and 12 moderate and no severe impacts to residential receptors in 
Middleborough. Use of train horns at grade crossings will add 26 moderate and 66 severe noise impacts 
in Taunton, specifically near the Old Colony Avenue grade crossing, and 22 moderate and 20 severe 
noise impacts in Lakeville. In total, there will be 97 moderate and 33 severe impacts due to train pass-by 
noise and an additional 48 moderate and 86 severe noise impacts due to train horn noise in the 
Middleborough Secondary study area. 


The MBTA Noise Mitigation Policy (including cost effectiveness criteria that considers 
expenditure of up to $30,000 per residence) is used to address severe noise impacted locations. It 
indicates that mitigation for moderate impacts is not required under the FTA noise and vibration 
guidance manual. The DSEIR. includes specific measures to mitigate severe noise impacts including a 
400-foot noise barrier adjacent to Gatsby Drive in Raynham (six receptors) and sound insulation for the 
remaining 27 severely impacted sensitive receptors. The rail corridor passes through densely developed 
areas in several municipalities that will experience severe and moderate impacts; however, MassDOT 
does not identify mitigation for moderate impacts. As project planning continues and MassDOT 
develops mitigation agreements with municipalities, 1 encourage MassDOT to reconsider measures to 
minimize and mitigate moderate and severe impacts. MassDOT implements noise mitigation measures 
for impacts associated with train operations. The DSEIR provides a discussion of quiet zones at prade 
crossings or use of wayside hors. It indicates thal municipalities must initiate the process to establish 
quiet zones. Eliminating all or nearly all hom noise impacts would require considerable design analysis 
and coordination efforts to determine if these measures are feasible, 
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The DSEIR includes information on the vibration measurements conducted to evaluate existing 
conditions, Projected vibration levels are compared to FTA criteria which indicate that 80 Velocity level 
in decibel units (VdB) is a ievel at which human annoyance is experienced for residential receptors 
exposed to infrequent events (less than 30 per day). Along the Middleborough Secondary, the total 
number of daily train operations is 26; therefore the FTA criterion of 80 VdB for residential receptors 
that experience occasional train events was used to assess impacts along this corridor. The vibration 
impact assessment indicates that there are 30 receptors along the Middleborough Secondary with overall 
vibration levels exceeding 80 VdB. MassDOT will conduct a Detailed Vibration Assessment during 
final design in accordance with FTA guidelines to verify the need for mitigation and to design/specify 
effective vibration mitigation solutions. 


The DSEIR does not provide a comparison of the estimated vibration levels to existing 
conditions to describe the actual change that will be experienced. The vibration analysis is based on 
FTA vibration impact criteria, which uses a relationship between train speed and the distance that 
vibration may propagate, rather than a comparison to existing vibration levels. The FEIS/R stated that 
monitoring existing vibration levels is not useful, since these levels are not determinative in the impact 
analysis (unlike noise where existing noise level influences whether or not a receptor is impacted). The 
FEIS/R also stated that it is rare for vibration from train operations to cause building damage, even 
minor cosmetic damage. The vibration threshold for minor cosmetic damage, such as possible cracks in 
plaster walls, is 100 VdB for fragile buildings, which is higher than any levels projected for Phase 1. 


Several common rail/transit system measures to mitigate vibration include: continuously welded 
rail which minimizes vibrations caused by wheels impacting rail joints; ballast and sub-ballast mats to 
reduce transmission of vibration from the tracks to the ground; resilient rail fasteners; Tire Derived 
Aggregate (TDA); resiliently supported concrete ties; special hardware such as flange-bearing or 
moveable-point frogs; turnouts located away from homes and other sensitive buildings, and maintenance 
programs, The vibration mitigation plan includes ballast mats totaling up to 1,800 feet for 30 dwelling 
units (three locations). The advanced engineering phase will include more detailed evaluation of 
vibration and inform the need for and implementation of appropriate mitigation. 


Cultural Resources 


The DSEIR describes potential impacts associated with Phase | (direct, indirect, temporary, and 
permanent) to historic and archaeological resources within an Area of Potential Effects (APE) that were 
not previously analyzed in the FEIS/R. Comments from ACOE indicate that it anticipates impacts to 
archaeological sites would be limited to areas associated with proposed fill, culvert 
replacement/reconstruction, and/or new railroad infrastructure. The new elements of the Phase | area do 
not affect the Taunton River, which is designated a Wild and Scenic River. The DSEIR summarizes the 
results of archaeological and historic investigations conducted for Phase 1. 


The DSEIR evaluates impacts to cultural resources associated with noise and vibration, traffic, 
visual, physical modifications, and air quality, based on additional archaeological and historic surveys 
conducted along the Middleborough Secondary and at new station locations. One city-wide multiple 
resource area in Taunton, one area/district in Taunton, and eight individual historic properties in 
Middleborough, Lakeville, and Taunton may be adversely affected by implementation of Phase |! 
associated with indirect noise (trains and horns) and visual (proximity to ROW), Phase | will not 
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directly cffect National Register and State Register-listed or eligible historic properties on the 
Middleborough Secondary. 


MassDOT identified one National Register-eligible archacological site in Taunton within the 
Middleborough Secondary ROW, and moderate and high archacologically sensitive areas in the 
Middleborough Secondary ROW, the Pilgrim Junction Station APE, and the East Taunton Station APE. 
MassDOT will develop an archacological site avoidance and protection plan (SAPP) for implementation 
prior to and during construction activities to avoid disturbances to significant cultural deposits. Phase | 
will directly impact the moderate and high sensitivity areas within the proposed limit of work for the 
new track and associated infrastructure in the Middleborough Secondary ROW and to the moderate 
sensitivity areas in the proposed limits of work at the Pilgrim Junction and East Taunton stations. 
MassDOT intends to conduct additional intensive archaeological surveys to identify any archaeological 
sites that may be impacted in these sensitive portions of the APE. There will be no impacts to 
archaeological resources in areas assigned low sensitivity in the Phase | APE and no further 
archacological investigations will be conducted in these areas. 


MassDOT will work with ACOE, MHC, and other Section 106 parties including tribal 
representatives to update the draft Programmatic Agreement (PA), which was developed as part of the 
Full Build project review, to accurately reflect the conditions and effects of Phase 1. The DSEIR 
describes mitigation measures that may be considered to avoid, minimize, or mitigate adverse impacts to 
cultural resources and provided in the revised PA, Mitigation will be based on additional archaeological 
and historic surveys. Avoiding indirect noise and visual impacts may be addressed for historic resources 
through design modifications. Minimization options include reducing the extent of ground disturbance, 
establishing vegetated buffers, and designing noise barriers and sound insulation. Potential mitigation 
measures for unavoidable impacts include historical documentation, data recovery, interpretative 
signage, visual screening, use of compatible materials, construction staging and methods, and creative 
and alternative mitigation strategies for archaeological resources. 


MassDOT will provide MHC with project information including scaled existing and proposed 
conditions plan and the drafi Cultural Resources Management Plan for its review and comment as they 
are developed, along with ACOE’s findings and determinations regarding potential effects and opinion 
regarding the need for additional archaeological survey. 


Oil and Hazardous Material 


The DSEIR describes the potential presence or release of Oil or Hazardous Materials (OHM) in 
relation to the Phase 1 Study Area during construction and operation and supplements information 
provided in the FEIS/R that was not previously reviewed. Potential operational impacts of new elements 
as part of Phase I may include spills or releases of OHM. Spills of diesel fuel or hydraulic fluids 
resulting from a train derailment or during construction activity are unlikely. MassDOT will implement 
measures to prevent and control such spills, including a Spill Control Program in compliance with 
MBTA policy and the Massachusetts Contingency Plan (MCP; 310 CMR 40.0000). Contaminated rail 
beds may be exempt from the reporting requirements of the MCP; however, excavated/relocated 
materials may be subject to the MCP or other regulations. 
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OHM may already be present on proposed station sites or along the Middleborough Secondary 
(ROW) in soils or groundwater, or in existing buildings, MassDOT will conduct environmental site 
assessments (ESAs)/environmental screenings to assess the potential for encountering OHM during 
construction and to identify remediation. MassDOT will be responsible for site cleanup pursuant to the 
MCP. A Permanent Solution must be achieved for regulatory closuré of a release site. Several state and 
federal regulatory programs also gover the requirements for site remediation, transport of regulated 
hazardous materials, and potential spills during construction. 


The DSEIR characterizes the existing and anticipated solid and hazardous wast generated for 
Phase 1 (new stations and track upgrades), It addresses MassDEP comments regarding development of a 
soils management plan to manage risk of exposure to materials during construction, Work that would 
generate solid waste is limited to tie replacement along the Middleborough Secondary, which would be 
done under MassDOT's SGR program. 


Proposed station locations at Pilgrim Junction and East Taunton include identified recognized 
environmental conditions (RECs) on-site or within buildings including asbestos, lead, ete, A potential 
exists for encountering OHM impacts when demolishing buildings or constructing new stations and 
tracks, which would require appropriate soil and groundwater management/handling. The DSEIR 
summarizes the RECs and potential environmental concerns for station sites and along the 
Middleborough Secondary. Prior to acquisition and/or construction on proposed parcels associated with 
the Freetown, Fall River Depot, Pilgrim Junction and East Taunton stations and along the 
Middleborough Secondary ROW, MassDOT will conduct further evaluations (including sampling) for 
subsurface contamination because these locations have RECs with a high or medium potential to impact 
each site. Remediation or soil/groundwater management during construction could be required. 


The DSEIR describes the mitigation requirements for management of contaminated media (soil 
and groundwater) and regulatory compliance that may be required during construction and post- 
construction. MassDOT may hire the services of a Licensed Site Professional (LSP) to provide guidance 
regarding response actions and notification requirements pursuant to the MCP. MBTA will coordinate 

response action activities for Phase 1 through a Special Project Designation (SPD) Permit fom 
MassDEP. Ultimately, response actions will result in a Permanent Solution with No Conditions for each 
release tracking number (RTN). However, additional response actions beyond those required for Phase 1 
construction may be necessary at some sites to achieve regulatory closure, These response actions could 
occur pursuant to the MCP under provisions such as those of a Release Abatement Measures (RAM) 
Plan, SPD Permit, or others, and applicable MCP policies pertaining to construction and waste 
management, 


Conclusion 
MEPA review of the South Coast Rail project has included extensive and detailed analysis of 
routes, technology and operations to meet the project goal of providing rail service to Fall River and 


New Bedford. [t has included robust commentary on the project design and selection of alternatives. The 
Seope for the DSEIR. was limited to the proposed changes associated with Phase | of the project. 
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The Certificate on the NPC indicated that the MEPA regulations include a “rollover provision” alt 
11,08(8)(b)(2) which indicates that upon review of a Draft EIR (DEIR), | may determine that no 
substantive issucs remain to be addressed and: 


a. publish notice m the next Environmental Monitor that the DEIR shall be reviewed as a Final 
EIR (FEIR); or 

b, require the Proponent to file a Response to Comments on the DEIR and Proposed Section 61 
Findings and publish notice in the next Environmental Monitor tha! the responses and 
findings shal! be filed, circulated, and reviewed as a FEIR. 


Based on a review of the DSEIR, consultation with State Agencies, and review of comment 
letters, I have determined that: the DSEIR adequately and properly complies with MEPA and its 
implementing regulations and that there are no substantive issues that remain to be addressed through 
MEPA review. Therefore, MassDOT will provide a Response to Comments on the DSEIR and Proposed 
Section 61 Findings. Notice will be published in the next Environmental Monitor thal the responses and 
findings shall be filed, circulated, and reviewed as a FSEIR. 


SCOPE 


General 


The FSEIR should follow Section 11.07 of the MEP A regulations for outline and content, as 
modified by this Scope. The FSEIR should clearly demonstrate that MassDOT has sought to avoid, 
minimize and mitigate Damage to the Environment to the maximum extent feasible. 


Mitigati Drait Section 61 Findin 


The FEIS/R contained draft Section 6] Findings associated with each separate State Agency 
Action identified for the Full Build project. The FSEIR should include an updated and revised chapter 
that summarizes mitigation measures associated with Phase 1 including a summary table of all 
mitigation commitments. The FSELR. should include proposed mitigation measures for Phase 1, contain 
clear commitments to implement mitigation measures, estimate the individual costs of each proposed 
measure, identify the parties responsible for implementation, and contain a schedule for implementation 
Any changes to mitigation and/or draft Section 61 Findings since issuance of this Certificate should be 
noted. 


Responses to Comments 

The FSEIR. should contain a copy of this Certificate and a copy of each comment letter received 
In order to ensure that the issues raised by commenters are addressed, the FSEIR should include direct 
responses to comments to the extent that they are within MEPA jurisdiction. This directive is not 


intended, and shall not be construed, to enlarge the scope of the FSEIR beyond what has been expressly 
identified in this Certificate. 
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MassDOT should circulate the Response to Comments and draft Section 61 Findings to those 
parties who commented on the ENF, DEIS/R, FEIS/R, the NPC, and DSEJR, to any State and municipal 
agencies from which MassDOT will seek permits or approvals, and to any parties specified in section 
11.16 of the MEPA regulations, To save paper and other resources, MassDOT may circulate copies to 
commenters other than State Agencies in a digital format (e.g., CD-ROM, USB drive) or by directing 
commenters to a project website address. However, MassDOT must make available a reasonable 
number of hard copies to accommodate those without convenient access to a computer to be distributed 
upon request on a first come, first served basis. MassDOT should send a letter accompanying the digital 
copy or identifying the web address of the online version of the Response to Comments and draft 
Section 61 Findings indicating that hard copies are available upon request, noting relevant comment 
deadlines, and appropriate addresses for submission of comments. A digital copy of the complete 
document should be provided to the MEPA Office. A copy of the Response to Comments and draft 
Section 6] Findings should be made available for review at the Public Libraries in the South Coast 
region municipalities. 


Kah LE 


March 30, 2018 


Date Matthew A. Beaton 
Comments Received: 
03/15/2018 Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) 
03/21/2018 Massachusetts Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program (NHESP) 
03/23/2018 Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries (DMF) 
03/23/2018 Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP) 
03/23/2018 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) 
03/12/2018 State Senator Michael J. Rodrigues 
03/19/2018 State Representative Robert M. Koozera 
03/22/2018 State Representative William M. Straus 
03/22/2018 State Representative Carole Fiola 
03/22/2018 State Representative Christopher M. Markey 
03/22/2018 State Representative Susan Williams Gifford 
03/22/2018 State Representative Alan Silvia 
03/23/2018 State Representative Antonio F.D. Cabral 
03/23/2018 State Senator Walter F. Timilty 
03/23/2018 State Representative Keiko Orrall 
03/23/2018 State Representative Paul A, Schmid 
03/23/2018 State Senator Mark Montigny 
03/23/2018 State Representative Dylan Femandes 
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03/23/2018 
03/272018 

02/16/2018 
02/20/2018 
02/21/2018 
02/22/2018 
02/22/2018 
02/23/2018 
02/23/2018 
02/25/2018 
02/27/2018 
02/28/2018 
02/28/2018 
03/01/2018 
03/03/2018 
03/05/2018 
03/05/2018 
03/06/2018 
03/07/2018 
03/07/2018 
03/09/2018 
03/12/2018 
03/12/2018 
03/14/2018 
03/16/2018 
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03/16/2018 
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Stute Senator Mare R. Pacheco 

Stale Senator Joseph A. Boncore 

Steve Castellina 

Jonathan F. Mitchell, Mayor, City of New Bedford 
David Brodeur 

Robert M. Caron 

Paul 5. Medeiros, JOBS for Fall River, Inc: 
Maria Moniz 

Maria Ferreira-Bedard, Southeastern Massachusetts SER-Jobs for Progress, Inc. 
Joan R. Wickersham 

Senator Joan M. Menard 

Melinda L. Ailes 

Bruce E, Fernandes 

Alan Slavin 

Lloyd Mendes 

Steve Voluckas (2™ comments on 03/22/2018; emailed duplicate information) 
George A. Seaver 

Lisa Boragine 

Town of Easton Board of Selectrnen 

Wally Glendye 

Robert J. La Tremouille 

Abraham Brody 

Norman and Beth Vieira 

Dr. T.K. Roy 

Paul Chasse 

Karen Bailey Almeida 

Maggie Tomkiewicz 

John Vaughn 

Freeman Hill 

Bill Boles 

Jeanne Fuller-Jones 

Christopher D'Anna 

Stephen T. Lewin 

Debby Boiros 

Linda Moniz Perry 

Stacy Antonio 

Megan Faber 

Greg Murphy 

Marlene Jones 

Ann Marie Guinen 

Kate Lanagan MacGregor 

Debrah Atteberry (2™ comments on 03/22/2018) 
Joseph D. Pacheco (2™ comments on 03/22/2018) 
Paul Helgesen 

Cindy Senra 

Dean Martin, Karen Martin, and Shawn Martin 
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03/16/2018 
03/16/2018 
03/17/2018 
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03/19/2018 
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Kerrie McNamara 

Susan P, Haley 

Becky Pulley 

Jackie Connolly 

gchace 

Dave Dubak 

Carol Leonard 

Caryn Campbell 

Rahim Aghai 

Benita Rose Montiero 

Richard Connor 

Ann Soares 

Dawn Rusin 

Joseph J. Gomes 

Bob Lima 

Stephanie Harding 

BayCoast Bank 

Plimoth Investment Advisors 

Pariner’s Insurance Group 

Louis Gitto 

Nona Sbordone 

Patrick Gannon 

Cathleen M. Salley (2 comments on 03/22/2018) 
Greater Attleboro Taunton Regional Transit Authority (GATRA) 
Margarita Graham 

Gillian and David Holroyd 

Kristi Butler 

David Slutz (duplicate dated 03/22/2018) 
Jody Seivert 

Chuck Lord 

Independence Associates, Inc. and Massachusetts Association of Centers for Independent 
Living, 

Helena DaSilva Hughes 

David A. Cabral 

Mani Maddigan- Wyatt 

Richard Prone 

Town of Lakeville Board of Selectmen 
Claudia Bender 

Will Keene (duplicate addressed to MassDOT) 
Celia and Rob DelGaudio 

John T. Doherty 

Laura L. Douglas, Ph.D, (duplicate addressed to MassDOT) 
Timothy Cole 

Stella Xifaras-Piva (2"" comments same date) 
Kreg R. Espinola 

lan Abreu, Councilor, City of New Bedford 
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Jeanne Azar Padilla 
Deven Q. Robitaille (2 comments same date) 
Kern Kuehne 
Mary-Carol Cate 
Christopher Howard 
Old Colony Planning Council (OCPC) (revised on 03/22/2018) 


Nathan C. Vaughan 

Sydney Lewis 

Tracy Silva Barbosa 

Heidi McNeil 

Kathleen Guarino 

Ushminder Kaur 

Joyce D. Lopes 

Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility (PEER) 
Dawn Gaudreau 

Judy Perry 

Sheryl! Sears 

Dawn Devlin 

Town of Stoughton 

William M. Callahan 

Andrea Belanger 

Gloria Vincent 

New Bedford Economic Development Council (2“ comments on 03/23/2018) 
Kenneth Silva 

Cate LePage 

Steven A. Camara, Councilor, City of Fall River 
Stephen R. Long, Councilor, City of Fall River 
Erik Tracey 

William H. Reidy 

David 

Melanie Wallis 

Rene Davey 

Crystal Bradwin 

scott M. Bernard, Esq. 

Town of Freetown Board of Selectmen 
Elizabeth Isherwood 

Jessamyn Finneran 

Barbara J, Hall 

Allin Frawley, Town of Middleborough Board of Selectmen Chairman 
SouthCoast Development Parmership 

Norman J. Orall 

Town of Fairhaven Board of Selectmen 

Ellen Gitlin 

Douglas Brown 

Howe Allen 

Thomas C. Hoye, Jr, Mayor, City of Taunton 
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03/26/2018 
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Bristol County Chamber of Commerce 

Alan C. Freitas 

Jasiel F. Correia I], Mayor, City of Fall River 
Hugh C, Dunn, Esq., Councilor, City of New Bedford 
Dom Lee 

Southeasterm Regional Planning and Economic Development District (SRPEDD) 
Finger Lakes Railway Corporation 

Leo O. Pelletier, Councilor, City of Fall River 
Mass Audubon 

Massachusetts Sierra Club 

Andrew Jennings 

Donna Horvath 

Marcus D. Ferro, Esq 

Larry Pare 

Remy Nikka 

Alexander Silva 

Paul Chenard 

Jen Cote 

Alan Moore 

Karla Mantini 

Livable Streets Advocacy Committee 


MAB/PPP/ppp 
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Patel, Purvi (E EA) 


From: Anacheka-Nasemann, Alan R ClV USARMY CENAE (US) 
<Alan,R.Anacheka-nasemann@usace.army.mil> 

Sent: Friday, March 23, 2018 6:17 PM 

To: Fox, Jean (DOT); Avery, Meredith 

Cc: Patel, Purvi (EEA); timmermann.timothy@epamail.epa.gov; Feaney, Eileen 
(FWE); Marold, Misty-Anne (FWE); Ross, Christopher (DEP); Newman, 
Barbara H CIV CENAE CENAD (US) 

Subject: Department of the Army Permit Application No. NAE-2018-00675/MA EEA 
No, 14346: South Coast Rail Project Phase 1 (UNCLASSIFIED) 

Attachments: SCRPhaseiSDEIR Comments.pdf; NAE-2018-00675 (SCR Ph 1) IT. pdf 

importance: High 


CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 
Jean, Meredith & Team: 


Attached are our cover letter and comments on the anticipated application for South Coast Rail Phase 1, 
and the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report filed with the Massachusetts Executive Office 
of Energy and Environmental Affairs. | look forward to the next steps of review for your impending 
Corps permit application. 


Sincerely, 
Clan Ah, tinacheha-Vasemann. 


Alan R. Anacheka-Nasemann, PWS 

Sr. Project Manager/Ecologist, Regulatory Division 
New England District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
696 Virginia Rd. 

Concord, MA 01742-2751 

978-318-8214/8303 (FAX) 


CLASSIFICATION: UNCLASSIFIED 





DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 


US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
NEW ENGLAND DISTRICT 
696 VIRGINIA ROAD 
CONCORD MA 01742-2751 
March 23, 2018 
Regulatory Division 
File No. NAE-2018-00675 
Jean Fox 
Massachusetts Department of Transportation 
10 Park Plaza, Room 4150 
Boston, MA 02116-3973 
Dear Ms. Fox: 


The Corps of Engineers has reviewed the Draft: Supplemental Environmental Impact 
Report (DSEIR) as prepared for the Massachusetts Executive Office of Energy and 
Environmental Affairs (EOEEA), We understand that the Massachusetts Department of 
Transportation (MassDOT) intends to construct an imverim commuter transportation system 
(South Coast Rail, Phase 1) along existing freight lines. including the “Southern Triangle” 
previously reviewed m the joint Corps/EOEEA Final Environmental Impact Statement/Final 
Environmental Impact Report (FEIS/FEIR) dated September 23, 2013, and the Middlebury 
Secondary line, between Myrick’s Junction and the existing MBTA Middleborough-Lakeville 
commuter rail line. We further note that the “Phase 1” option is considered an interim plan in 
order to provide limited commuter rail service between Boston and the South Coast cities of 
New Bedford and Fall River, approximately 8 years earlier than current projections suggest that 
the full South Coast Rail commuter service alternative (“Stoughton Electric”) could be feasibly 
built. 


The Corps has identified Phase | as a separate, albeit related project with independent 
utility from the above-noted Stoughton Electric alternative. Accordingly, we have assigned it a 
new Corps of Engineers file number (NAE-2018-00675). We understand you intend to submit 4 
Department of the Army permit application for Phase | in the near future. Please note that any 
permit decision resulting from review of the impending Phase | application in no way guarantees 
eventual permit issuance by the Corps for Phase 2 (“Full Build,” which retains the orginal file 
number, NAE-2007-00698) or any other alternate and/or incremental step thereto. We 
understand that you continue to pursue eventual approval of the Full Build option, albeit the 
current focus is on Phase |, so as to expedite commuter rail service between Boston and the 
South Coast, Please also note that, notwithstanding projected aquatic resource impacts less than 
] acre, the Corps expects to assert our discretionary authonty to require an Individual Standard 
Permit, with a complete public interest review and federal National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA) review process for Phase 1, pnmarily because we expect that this well-known and 
highly complex project will generate considerable public interest and input. 
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We have reviewed the DSEIR and find it to be comprehensive and well-written, with 
substantial details of the proposed use of the Middleboro Secondary line and the likely impacts 
thereof, Attached herewith are comments and questions regarding specific sections and chapters 
of the document for which we seek additional details and/or clarity. These are identified by page 
number and chapter of the SDEIR, often with applicable text therein presented here in italics, 
followed by Corps questions and/or commentary on same, We expect that issues raised therein 
can be updated and/or clarified in the forthcoming DA permit application, 


Finally, we note that the original FEIS/FEIR is at this writing nearly five years old. The 
Corps continues to await 30% design plans of the Stoughton Electric Alternative before we can 
complete our Record of Decision and (if we find it warranted) a subsequent DA permit for same, 
a'minimum of 30 days later. We understand that these details may not be provided for some 
time, Given that circumstances such as availability of planned station sites and/or environmental 
factors could change, you should expect that, depending on proposed construction details and 
NEPA requirements at that time, a considerable update of the FEIS/FEIR, and/or other details 
may be necessary at such time as you are prepared to submit the updated Stoughton Electric 
permit application, 


If you have any questions pertaining to this letter and/or Corps review of the South Coast 
Rail phases, please contact me at 978-318-8214, or via e-mail at: alan.r.anacheka- 





Sincerely, 


fe ag (Gat clade, - {a 


Alan R. Anacheka-Nasemann, PWS 
Sr. Project Manaver/Ecologist 
Regulatory Division 


Copies furnished: 


Timothy Timmermann, USEPA Region |, Boston, MA, L. 

Purvi Patel, MA Executive Office of Eneryy & Environmental Affairs, Boston, MA, 
Purvi. Patel(@istate.ma.us 

Christopher Ross, MADEP-SERO, Lakeville, MA, Christopher Ross(@state ma.us 

Misty-Anne Marold, MA NHESP, Westborough, MA, Misty- a eo ae — 

Eileen Feeney, MA DMF, New Bedford, MA, Eileen Feeney (a)state. 


Meredith Avery, VHB, Boston, MA, MAveryfa@ivhb.com 
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1.01 P_1-11 (Ch, 1,9): Auticipared Bees 


1.02 





1.03 -50.( 2-5); 





1.04 P. 2-56 (Ch. 2,67: marries 





se [7 Ib ild? 


1.05 PB3-L1(Ch. 3.3.4: Freetown Station) 


® What are the ridership implications of losing 73 parking spaces here under the Phase | 
scenario? Under the full build scenario? 


106 23-35 (Ch. 5.5.2: Taunton Sratfic) 
* _ 5-28, The DSEIR owl o reco the -24/MA-140 





1.07 P 8-58 (82.5- Mitigation’): “The site specific details of all proposed wetland mitigation actions 


will be provided in the WPA Notice of pac and the Section 404 DA permit and Section 401 
(WOO) application aS ior Phase 1.’ 
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SCR FEIS/FEIR which estimated a total of 7 acres of vegetated wetland impact within the 
southern triangle for the preferred alternative. The current estimate of the impacts to these 
resource areas, including new areas along the Middleborough Secondary, from the Phase 1 


project is 0.4 acres.” 


e The DSEIR generally assumes that southern triangle impacts are already fully vetted in 
the FEIS/FEIR. However, notwithstanding (1) the fact that electric catenary structures in 
wetlands are not part of the Phase 1 project, and (2) re-design of track sections as shown 
in Illustration 8.2-1 (p. 8-53), the change from 7 to 0.4 acres of impact — including the 
Middleboro Secondary - is surprising. The Corps will need additional information as part 
of the forthcoming §404 permit application, to show the prior estimated and mapped 
wetland/waterway impact areas in the southern triangle compared to those now proposed, 
as well as similar details of the Middleboro Secondary, along with narrative details of 
track conditions and practicable construction redesign techniques that would so 
thoroughly minimize wetland impacts compared to original projections. 





Atlantic white cedar (Chamaecyparis thyoides), in association with red maple, fetterbush 
(Leucothoe racemosa), common winterberry, swamp azalea, cinnamon fern, and royal fern 
(Osmunda regalis). This community may occur in scattered locations near the Middleborough 
Secondary. 

e Atlantic white cedar swamps also occur within the southern triangle, particularly near 
Myrick’s Jct., the Mass Audubon owned and managed Assonet Cedar Swamp, and 
Acushnet Cedar Swamp. The Corps notes that Atlantic white cedar wetlands can be 
extremely vulnerable to even slight changes in water table elevations and/or flow 
regimes. Notwithstanding the condition and/or operational status of existing culverts 
under the railroad tracks within or near these resources, the Corps will want to ensure that 
these culvert replacements and/or construction activities within or proximal thereto will 
not in any way compromise or harm the narrow hydrology ranges upon which these 
resources depend. Accordingly, the Corps will ensure that Mass Audubon and/or other 

ertinent organizations (private or governmental) that manage these sensitive resources 
are provided with public notices and/or other notifications, concerning said resources in 
the vicinity of rail/infrastructure activities, whether apportioned among “‘state-of-good- 
repair,” Phase 1, or full build activities associated with South Coast Rail. Corps 
authorizations in this regard will include consideration of those parties’ comments 
concerning project impacts on said sensitive aquatic resources. 


PP. 9-31 — 9-46 (Figure 9-4): 
e The Corps is pleased to see proposed wildlife crossings on the sheets as presented here. 


but it is at least somewhat unclear as to the placements as proposed, and for what taxa 
e.g.. turtles, salamanders, or other wildlife). We also note instances in which crossings 


1.11 


1.12 


1.13 


1.14 


1.15 


U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Comments: South Coast Rail Draft Supplemental EIR 


are found near some particular mapped resource types (e.g., shrub swamp: wooded 
swamp deciduous), but appear to be lacking in others where they would seemingly make 
sense (e.g., vernal pools on opposite sides of the track on pp. 4 and 5 of 7). The Corps 
would also be interested in monitoring studies that assess wildlife crossings before and 
after such structures are installed, to determine their overall efficacy in ameliorating 
barriers that currently result in metapopulations confined to opposite sides of the track 
and which likely currently impact biodiversity. 


P. 9-52 (Mitigation Measures): “Under-rail troughs will be constructed within upland areas 
where eastern box turtle habitat is adjacent to the Middleborough Secondary. This crossing 
structure was used successfully in another rail project in Massachusetts, the Greenbush Rail 
Line project.” 
e The Corps Project Manager (and possibly other Corps and partner agency staff) would 
appreciate an opportunity to observe these structures in the field. Have any tracking 
studies been completed to determine their efficacy? 


P. 9-54 (MA Endangered Species Act): “The South Coast Rail Project, Phase 1, will result in a 
“take” of rare species (eastern box turtle) and will require a Conservation Management 


Permit.” 

e The Corps is surprised by this finding, as we do not see obvious evidence that 
construction techniques and/or timing cannot be adequately refined so as to avoid such a 
take. Further, the statements throughout the document that proper turtle crossings would 
be installed leads us to believe that rebuilding of the Middleborough Secondary (and 
Southern Triangle) are more likely to result in net enhancement (not compromise) of 
turtle habitat and/or migration corridors. While the Corps defers to NHESP regarding the 
need for a (State) Conservation and Management Permit, we are curious as to the reasons 
why MassDOT has concluded that a “take” is a likely outcome. 


P. 10-13 (Section 10.2.3, Existing Vibration Measurements): 

e What is the current freight velocity and concomitant noise/vibration on the 
Middleborough Secondary in its current condition and how would this compare to diesel 
passenger trains on the proposed continuously-welded track? Would track updates be 
expected to result in higher freight velocities leading to higher noise? 

e What are the implications to noise/vibration and associated disturbance to residents of the 
proposed switching of operational timeframes of freight to night-time rather than current 
daytime operations? 


PP. 11-6 (11.2.2 Middleborough Secondary Right-of-Way): “Over three dozen other pre-contact 
archaeological sites are recorded within a one-half mile radius of the Middleborough Secondary 
ROW” 
e The Corps cannot find rationale for such sites being included within the Area of 
Potential Effects. Pursuant to our regulations at Appendix C to 33 CFR 325. we believe 
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impacts to archaeological sites would be limited solely to areas where fill, culvert and/or 
new RR infrastructure would be installed (1.e., the Corps “Permit Area’). 


P. 11-11 (11.3.2 Archaeological Resources): “T7here will be no impacts to archaeological 
resources in areas assigned low sensitivity in the Middleborough Secondary ROW, portions o 


the Pilgrim Junction Station and East Taunton Station, and in all of the Freetown Station and 
Fall River Depot Station parcels. No further archaeological investigations are needed in these 
low sensitivity areas.” 

e The Corps will be checking with Tribal Historic Preservation Officers and staff as to the 
veracity of this statement: MassDOT should not in the meantime assume that the Corps 
concurs with this statement until the subject Programmatic Agreement is signed and the 
§106 process is complete. 


P. 11-20 (11.5.3.1 Historic Resources — Visual Screening): “While the original construction o 





the railroad in the nineteenth-century may have “fit in’’ with the aesthetic nature of the 


communities, the reactivation of the rail line using modern materials and safety standards, faster 
engines, and larger passenger cars may result in undesirable changes in the visual 
environment.” 
e Notwithstanding “original construction,” the railroad today is operating modern freight 
trains (not 19"-Century era coal-fired steam engines), and it thus seems that this would 


be the relevant (contemporary) context for measuring impacts (1.e.. of the change from 


freight to commuter trains) on historic resources, which the Corps would likely find to 


be small, if even measurable. 





P. 13-5 (13.2 Indirect Effects): “Moving the existing commuter rail station from the 


Middleborough/Lakeville Station to Pilgrim Junction Station is not expected to create new 
development opportunities, as such opportunities would just shift from one station to the other.” 
e This statement is confusing in that it addresses “new” development opportunities, and 

seems to imply that such opportunities exist today at the existing station, and would 
simply shift to the new station, once built. However, it does not address existing 
businesses (if any) adjacent to the existing station, or how moving the station might 
affect same. If (for example) existing retail outlets currently rely on business from 
commuters parking at the existing station, what becomes of those existing businesses 
once the station moves? Would they be expected to simply move also? The NEPA 
document for Phase 1 will need to at least generically address such economic impacts. 


P. 14-10 (14.4.5 Climate Change): “Jn addition, Phase 1 will help improve the SCR Project’s 





uture flexibility and adaptive capacity by providing an alternate route that will continue to 


connect the South Coast to Metro Boston in the case of an emergency that renders the Stoughton 
Line temporarily inoperable.” 
e Since the full-build would use electric locomotives. whereas Phase 1 would use diesel, it 


appears that this emergency scenario would be more complex than simply switching the 
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route traveled on a temporary basis. Is this indeed feasible, particularly on a short-term 


basis? 


Le-L 





ames Li, Baker 
over 


Karn & Pioktn 
Ligulanant Goyenror 


Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Executive Office of Energy & Environmental Affairs 


Ds Department of Environmental Protection 


poUthaast Regional fice > 20 Riverside Drive, Lakeville MA 02347 «5084462700 


March 23, 2018 


RE: DSEIR Review EQEEA # 14346 
SOUTHEASTERN MASS 
South Coast Ral - Phase | Service 


Mathew A. Beaton, 

Secretary of Environment and Energy 
Executive Office of Energy & Environmental 
Affairs 

ATTN: MEPA Office 

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 

Boston, MA 02114 


Dear Secretary Beaton, 


The Southeast Regional Office of the Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP) has 
reviewed the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (DSEIR) for the Proposed South Coast 
Rail - Phase | Service Project (the Project) to service the MassDOT Right of Way (ROW) from 
Middleborough to New Bedford and Fall River, Massachusetts (EOEEA # 14346). The Project 
Proponent provides the following information for the Project: 


As described in the previous MEPA filings, the Project will provide electric commuter rail service, with stops 
at the reconstructed Canton Center Station and the relocated Stoughton Station as well as ten new stations 
(North Easton, Easton Village, Raynham Place, Taunton, Taunton Depot, Freetown, Fall River Depot, 
Battleship Cove, Kings Highway, and Whale’s Tooth). Two new overnight layover facilities will be 
constructed (Weaver’s Cove in Fall River and Wamsutta in New Bedford). The Project will use 15.5 miles of 
the existing Northeast Corridor infrastructure between Boston and Canton Junction; improve 3.8 miles of 
existing track from Canton Junction to Stoughton; restore track infrastructure on the 16.4-mile Stoughton 
Line between Stoughton and Taunton; reconstruct 20 miles of the New Bedford Line from Taunton to New 
Bedford; and reconstruct 12.3 miles of the Fall River Line between Berkley and Fall River. The Project will 
add a second track and passing sidings where needed to support the future commuter and freight 
operations. The Project will also reconstruct or replace railroad bridges over roads and waterways, and will 
need to reconstruct three highway bridges that cross over the railroad. The Project will also restore grade 
crossings along the inactive Stoughton-to-Taunton segment, and upgrade equipment and signals at all at- 
grade crossings to meet modern standards. 


Bureau of Water Resources (BWR) 


This information je available in clitnnete format, Contact Michaile Waters-Ekonom, Director of Diversity Ghal Rlginte at 647-202-8751, 
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ly Protection and Stormwater Management Comments; The Proponent has identified 
potential impacts to Public Water Supplies and has proposed appropriate stormwater Best 
Management Practices to minimize potential impacts, 





Wetlands Regulation Program Comments: The Project referred to as “Phase |” will improve existing 
track infrastructure, add stations and overnight layover facilities. A second set of tracks will be added 
at strategic locations along the route. 

The DSEIR analyzes new elements being proposed as part of Phase 1 which include: 


* Improvements to track infrastructure on the Middleborough Secondary Line; 

* A new Station at Pilgrim Junction in Middleborough; 

« Anew Station in East Taunton south of Cotley Junction; 

* Modifications to previously studied stations at Freetown and Fall River Depot; and 

« Use of diesel locomotives for Phase | Service, with lower emission Tier 4 locomotives phased 
into the fleet. 


In conjunction with the filing of the DSEIR, several of the Notices of Intent (NOIs) have been filed 
under the Wetlands Protection Act with the respective Conservation Commissions. Where applicable, 
the NOls include the following wetland resource areas: 


* Bordering Vegetated Wetlands (BVW),; 

* Land Under Water Bodies & Waterways (LUW); 

* Bank: 

*® Riverfront Area: 

* Bordering Land Subject Flooding (BLSF); 

* Land Subject to Coastal Storm Flowage (LSCSF); and 

* Demonstrated compliance with the applicable Stormwater Standards. 


The Status of each NOT ts as follows: 


* FALL RIVER SE 24-699; Hearing closed; Order of Conditions (OOC) not yet issued. NOL 
Impacts: Bank 318 feet; LSCSF 16,579 ft"; Riverfront 7,372 ft’. 

« NEW BEDFORD SE 49-777, Layover Station, OOC issued 12/29/17; No Wetland Impacts. 

* NEW BEDFORD Track Work NOT to be filed. 

* FREETOWN SE 26-613; Track work New Bedford Line; OOC Issued 2/27/18; Approved 
Impacts: Bank 2,135 feet, LUW 2,160 fr’, and Riverfront 27,524 f° 

* BERKLEY SE 4-569 New Bedford Main/Fall River Secondary Track Work; OOC Issued 
1/22/18; Impacts: Bank 476 feet, BVW 3,330 f°, LUW 1,342 ft, BLSF 4.468 ft. 

« TAUNTON SE 73-2741, Station & New Bedford Main Line & Portion of Middleboro 
Secondary Track Work; QOC Issued 2/16/18; Impacts: Bank 1015 feet, BVW 4,230 fr. LUW 
5,219 ft’. 

* TAUNTON SE 73-2740; Middleboro Secondary Track Work; OOC Issued 2/16/18; Impacts, 
Bank 6 feet, LUW 8 ft”, BLSF 1,354 ft”, Riverfront 78.036 ft’. 


cel 


e RAYNHAM SE 269-946; Middleboro Secondary Track Work; OOC Issued 12/20/17; Buffer 
Zone Work only. 

e MIDDLEBORO- NOI Yet To Be Filed. Work within jurisdiction will be limited to 
Middleboro Secondary Track Work. Pilgrim Station is not within Wetlands Jurisdiction. 

e LAKEVILLE- NOI Yet To Be Filed. 


With the exception of Fall River and the NOI’s yet to be filed, all other filings have had Orders of 
Conditions issued. The Orders addressed all wetland impacts as well as, where applicable, the 
relevant Stormwater Standards. To date the Department has not received any appeals of the Local 
OOC’s. If the OOC’s are not appealed within ten (10) business days, the Order(s) become Final 
Orders. If an Order 1s appealed and the Department accepts the appeal, following a thorough review, 
the Department will issue an appropriate Superseding Order of Conditions in accordance with Chapter 
131, Section 40. 


401 Water Quality Certificate(s). 


The proposed Project will require the issuance of two 401 Water Quality Certificates (401 WQC) for 
the discharge of fill to wetlands (Bordering Vegetated Wetlands, Isolated Vegetated Wetlands and/or 
Land Under Water) as well as a Water Quality Certificate for dredging in excess of 100 yd’. 


Under 401, the impacts are reviewed for the full and complete Project as opposed to under the 
Wetlands Protection Act where applications are required to be filed on a municipality by municipality 
basis. 


Because this Project has portions of work that qualify as “Bridge Exempt” under the Transportation 
Bond Bill and portions that don’t qualify for the exemption, there will be two (2) 401 applications. 


The Bridge Exempt 401 WQC has been filed and has been classified as State of Good Repair (SGR) 
work. This SGR work includes discharge of fill and dredging associated with the maintenance, repair 
and/or replacement of bridges and culverts for the existing Freight Line. These bridges/culverts meet 
the definition of functional equivalent and are to be repaired, replaced or reconstructed in accordance 
with Transportation Bond Bill. 


The Transportation Bond Bill States: 


“|,.Notwithstanding any other general or special law to the contrary, section 61 and Section 62A 
to 621, inclusive of Chapter 30 of the General Laws, chapter 91 of the General Laws and section 
40 of Chapter 131 of the General Laws shall not apply to bridge Projects of the Massachusetts 
Department of Transportation and the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority for the repair, 
reconstruction, replacement or demolition_ of existing state highway, authority and municipally- 
owned bridges, including immediate approaches necessary to connect the bridges to the existing 
adjacent highway and rail system, in which the design is substantially the functional equivalent of, 
and in similar alignment to, the structure to be reconstructed or replaced...” 


“...For the purpose of this section, “bridge” shall include any structure spanning and providing 
passage over water, railroad right-of-way, public or private way, or other vehicular facility or 
other area...” 


The Bridge Exempt 401 WQC is for the replacement and rehabilitation of fifty-five (55) culverts and 
seven (7) bridges along the existing freight lines known as the Middleborough Secondary, New 
Bedford Main Line and Fall River Secondary. The culverts and bridges are structurally deficient and 
in need of replacement or rehabilitation in order to maintain the tracks for safe passage of freight 
trains. The Department concurs that this work qualifies as “Bridge Exempt” and is therefore exempt 
from the Wetlands Protection Act, Chapter 91 and MEPA. 


The Bridge Exempt SGR work will consist of modifications and/or replacement of culverts and 
bridges which will result in the loss of 1,419 ft” of BVW and 2,659 ft* of LUW for a cumulative loss of 
4.078 ft’ of wetlands. Mitigation shall be provided for the loss of BVW at a minimum ratio of 1:1. 
These bridges and culverts will meet the Stream Crossing Standards and the Stormwater Standards to 
the maximum extent practicable as a redevelopment Project. 


A second 401 WQC has yet to be filed for the remaining non-bridge exempt work. This WQC will 
include the cumulative total (excluding the Bridge Exempt SGR impacts) of BVW and LUW impacts 
associated with all of the NOI’s and the Final Impact numbers as determined by each respective 
Conservation Commission and through the Orders of Conditions. Any impacts to Isolated Vegetated 
Wetland (IVW) will be included in this application. Mitigation for the loss of vegetated wetlands shall 
be provided on a minimum ratio of 1:1. Temporary impacts to BVW, [VW and LUW shall be 
restored in kind upon completion of the work. 


The Department will require a pre-construction conference for each contract that is awarded for this 
Project. The Department will conduct routine compliance inspections throughout construction and 
will maintain a close working relationship with the Proponent and their design team, contractors, 
Conservation Commission’s, etc. The Department is anticipating the need for an Environmental 
Monitor(s) for this major Project to assure that wetland resource areas are adequately protected and the 
Project 1s constructed in accordance with the permits, referenced plans and specifications. Depending 
upon how the Project 1s bid and constructed, the Project may result in the need for multiple EM’s. 


In addition, the Department will incorporate by reference into the WQC’s those requirements imposed 
by both the Division of Marine Fisheries and the Natural Heritage Endangered Species Program. 


In the Department’s opinion all issues identified will be adequately addressed through the permitting 
process. 


Chapter 91/ Waterways Regulation Program Comments: The Waterways Regulations Program (WRP) 
has reviewed the January 31, 2018 DSEIR, including the new elements proposed as part of Phase 1, 
and provides the following comments: 


The WRP consulted closely with the Proponent during the summer and fall of 2017 to determine 
whether there were any new jurisdictional elements in the Phase | filing that were not presented in the 
previous MEPA filings for this project. Since there were no tidally influenced waters within this Phase 
of the project, the analysis was limited to 310 CMR 9.04(1)(e), which establishes WRP’s jurisdiction 
in navigable portions of non-tidal rivers and streams. The proponent analyzed approximately thirty 
(30) crossings, applying the criteria and guidance provided by the WRP to determine which of the 
rivers and streams were considered navigable. Having completed the analysis to the WRP’s 
satisfaction, the Proponent asserted, and the WRP concurs, that only three (3) of the rivers and streams 
were “normally navigable during any season, by any vessel, including canoe, kayak, or rowboat.” 


cob 


The three (3) jurisdictional rivers/streams affected by the Middleborough Secondary are the Cotley 
River (Barstow’s Pond) in Taunton, Richmond Brook (Taunton River tributary) in Taunton, and the 
Furnace Brook in Raynham. Any work proposed on these bridge crossings is considered to be 
maintenance, repair or replacement, and therefore exempt pursuant to the Bridge Exemption of the 
Transportation Bond Bill. As a result, no Chapter 91lauthorizations will be required for this work. 


One Phase | element, the Weaver’s Cove Layover Facility, presented in previous MEPA filings, but 
not subject to the March 2017 Notice of Project Change (NPC), will require a Chapter 91 License as 2.04 
an Accessory to Water Dependent Use. 


Bureau of Waste Site Cleanup (BWSC) 

The proposed Project involves railway improvements across many towns as part of the Project. Please 
be advised that there are many listed Bureau of Waste Site Cleanup (BWSC) disposal sites located in 
the vicinity of the proposed Project areas. A disposal site 1s a location where there has been a release 
to the environment of oil and/or hazardous material that is regulated under M.G.L. c. 21E, and the 
Massachusetts Contingency Plan [MCP — 310 CMR 40.0000]. Many of the sites have closed under 
the MCP and some of these may have Activity and Use Limitations (AULs) that outline requirements 
for conducting work at the site. Many other disposal sites are open and require continued response 
actions under the MCP. MassDEP notes that MassDOT has prepared an updated list of the MCP 
releases of oil and hazardous material along the Project route and that these sites are depicted in Figure 
12-1 and listed in Table 12-1 of the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report. MassDEP 


recommends that MassDOT periodically review the MassDEP BWSC Waste Sites/Reportable Release 
Lookup to maintain a current List. 


Some of these sites may be at locations that MassDOT might conduct work related to this Project and 
if contaminated soil and groundwater is encountered during activities related to this Project a release 
Abatement Measure (RAM) Plan may need to be submitted. Ifthe work is conducted within an area 
with an Activity and Use Limitation (AUL) the requirements of the AUL will need to be complied 
with unless modified pursuant to the MCP with by a Licensed Site Professional (LSP) 


Interested parties are encouraged to view a map showing the location of BWSC disposal sites using 
the MassGIS data viewer (Oliver) at: http://maps.massgis.state.ma.us/map_ ol/oliver.php Under 
“Available Data Layers” select “Regulated Areas”, and then “DEP Tier Classified 21E Sites”. The 
compliance status and report submittals for specific MCP disposal sites may be viewed using the 
BWSC Waste Sites/Reportable Release Lookup 

at: http://public.dep.state.ma.us/SearchableSites2/Search.aspx 


2.05 


The Project Proponent is advised that if oil and/or hazardous materials are identified during the 
implementation of this Project, notification pursuant to the MCP may be necessary. A LSP should be 
retained to determine if notification is required, and render appropriate opinions as necessary. The 


LSP may evaluate whether risk reduction measures are necessary if contamination is present. Please 
contact BWSC in MassDEP’s Southeast Regional Office for guidance if questions arise regarding 


assessment and cleanup under the MCP. 


As mentioned in MassDEP’s previous comments, many substances that are listed on the 
Massachusetts Oil and Hazardous Material List (MOHML) have been historically found in and around 
rail road right of ways (RRROWs) at concentrations exceeding the Reportable Concentrations for 

soil (RCS-1 and RCS-2). Certain exemptions from M.G.L c. 21E and/or the MCP may apply to some 


of these materials. Although some of these materials are exempt from MCP Response Actions, their 
presence may still create unacceptable risk to human health, welfare, safety and the environment. In 
past Projects, where upgrades of existing RRROWSs have occurred, MassDOT’s predecessor agency 
has submitted and followed a soil management plan to manage the risk posed by these substances. A 
recent example of a Soils Management Plan is the one submitted for the Greenbush Line which 
included a plan for sampling, analysis and handling for material (soils and sediment) encountered 
during the Project. MassDOT indicated in the DSEIR that a soils plan will be prepared at a later date. 
MassDEP reminds the Proponent that this plan needs to be completed prior to implementation of this 
Project. 


Bureau of Air and Waste (BAW) 
Air Quality and GHG Emissions Comments: 


Mesoscale and Microscale Analyses 


The DSEIR included an analysis and supporting documentation in response to the Secretary’s Scope 
for the March 2017 NPC with regard to Phase 1 air quality and GHG emissions impacts. As noted in 
the DSEIR, the predominant sources of air pollution anticipated from Phase | operations include 
emissions of CO, PM, NOx, VOC and CO, from locomotive engines and motor vehicles traveling to 
and from the stations. The mesoscale and microscale analyses presented in the SDEIR were completed 
in a manner consistent with methodologies required by both the EPA and MassDEP to demonstrate 
consistency with the Clean Air Act (CAA), NAAQS, and State Implementation Plan (SIP) criteria. 


The DSEIR concluded that the Phase 1 Project will reduce emissions of CO, VOC and CO, between 
the 2030 No Action and the 2030 Build (Tier 3 locomotives) scenarios. No change in PM2.5 or PMjo Is 
anticipated between the two 2030 scenarios. Additional rail service will result in increased regional 
NO, emission; however, this increase 1s below de minimis criteria for compliance with the CAA and 
SIP. MassDEP acknowledges that all pollutant volumes will be reduced in comparison to the 2017 
Existing Conditions in any 2030 scenario due to implementation of state and federal emission control 
programs. MassDEP notes the conservative approach undertaken by MassDOT in selection of the 
future MBTA commuter rail locomotive fleet (Tier 3 locomotives) to assess locomotive-related diesel 
emissions. The data indicate that the use of Tier 4 locomotives for the Phase 1 Project could further 
decrease emissions of CO, VOCs, CO2, PM2.5 and PMjo. MassDEP encourages MassDOT to pursue 
the latest locomotive technology and create a future fleet plan that effectively removes locomotives 
with poor air quality emissions as soon as feasible to maximize reduction of air pollutants. 


Phase 1 grade crossing, intersection, and train station microscale analyses concluded that the Project 
will not cause any new violation of the NAAQS, increase the frequency or severity of any existing 
violations, or delay attainment of any NAAQS. These conclusions were based on worst-case scenario 
modeling regarding locomotive type and idling times. 


MassDEP 1s satisfied with the analysis conducted 1n the DSEIR with regard to Project compliance 
with the CAA, NAAQS and SIP. No additional information is requested in a Supplemental Final 
Environmental Impact Report (SFEIR). 

GHG Emissions 


Using data from the mesoscale analysis, the DSEIR concluded that Phase 1 service will reduce 
regional GHG emissions by approximately 7,121 tons per year (tpy), achieved mostly through mode- 
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shift and a related reduction in vehicle miles traveled (VMT) by automobiles. Further reductions in 

VMT and GHG emissions may also be achieved through the adoption of smart growth principles and 

transit-oriented development (TOD) within the Project area. MassDOT has also committed to use train 

engine plug-ins and electric block heaters at layover facilities as a GHG reduction measure. 

The DSEIR indicated that Phase 1 stations will be open to the outside and will not include conditioned 2.10 
space. MassDOT stated that they will use LED/high-efficiency lighting, install EV charging stations at 
commuter rail station parking lots and make all station platforms solar-ready as GHG mitigation 


measures. MassDOT should also consider the use of canopy solar installations at those stations with 
daily parking as an additional GHG reduction measure. 


Construction Period Impacts 2.11 


MassDEP reminds MassDOT that construction and demolition activity must conform to current 
Massachusetts Air Pollution Control regulations governing nuisance conditions at 310 CMR 7.01, 7.09 
and 7.10 and not cause or contribute to a condition of air pollution due to dust, odor or noise. As such, 


the Proponent should propose measures to prevent and minimize dust, noise, and odor nuisance 
conditions, which may occur during the demolition. MassDOT will incorporate a construction noise 


and vibration control plan into construction documents and enforcement will be conducted through a 
program of field inspection and compliance review. 


The DSEIR indicated that construction specifications will stipulate that all diesel construction 
equipment used on-site will be fitted with after engine emission controls. MassDEP requests that 2.12 


MassDOT strive to use non-road diesel equipment rated 50 horsepower or greater that meets EPA’s 
Tier 4 emission limits, which are the most stringent emission standards currently available for off-road 
engines. If a piece of equipment is not available in the Tier 4 configuration, then the Proponent should 
use construction equipment that has been retrofitted with appropriate emissions reduction equipment. 
Emission reduction equipment includes EPA-verified, CARB-verified, or DEP-approved diesel 
oxidation catalysts (DOCs) or Diesel Particulate Filters (DPFs). 


As stated in the DSEIR, MassDOT will limit unnecessary idling (1.e., in excess of five minutes), with 
limited exception, during the construction and operations phase of the Project (310 CMR 7.11). 
MassDOT will implement measures to reduce idling including driver training, periodic inspections by 
site supervisors, and posting signage. MassDOT will also install permanent signs limiting idling to 
five (5) minutes or less on-site upon occupation of the site. 


Noise and Vibration 


The DSEIR included a noise and vibration study for Phase 1 areas not previously assessed in the 
FEIR. The studies were completed according to the methods and criteria in the FTA’s Transit Noise 
and Vibration Impact Assessment guidance manual. MassDEP notes that the MassDEP Noise Policy 
(DACQ Policy 90-001) typically addresses stationary source noise conditions, whereas the expansion 
of commuter rail service is generally a transient noise source. However, MassDEP reminds MassDOT 


that while the FTA guidelines may be better suited to evaluate potential Project-related noise impacts 
and suitable mitigation measures, this does not preclude MassDOT from complying with the 
MassDEP Noise Policy, or local noise bylaws, as applicable, upon operation of rail service. 
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The DSEIR concluded that there will be moderate and severe noise impacts at residential receptors and 
at-grade crossings due to train operations (train by-pass and horns). Furthermore, approximately 30 
receptors along the Middleborough Secondary study area will experience vibration levels in excess of 
80VdB, exceeding FTA vibration impact criteria. The SFEIR should clarify how the noise and 


vibration analyses considered the potential shift of freight operations along the Phase 1 rail corridor 
from daytime to nighttime use, given the anticipated reduced existing conditions background noise 
near sensitive receptors during that time period. 


To address the anticipated vibration-related impacts of the Project, MassDOT will complete a Detailed 
Vibration Assessment during final design in conformance with FTA guidelines to confirm vibration 
impact of the Project and identify cost-effective mitigation measures. As noted in the DSEIR, if 


vibration levels exceed FTA criteria, the results will indicate what vibration mitigation is necessary 
(e.g., resilient rail fasteners, ballast mats, etc.) and how it should be designed/specified to effectively 
reduce vibration. It is unclear in the DSEIR the timeline for completion of such study and how it will 
inform anticipated State permitting requirements. The DSEIR identified potential options for Project 
compliance with MBTA’s Train Pass-By Noise Mitigation Policy. MassDOT will provide noise 
mitigation for locations that meet or exceed severe noise impact levels due to train pass-by noise, 
subject to financial feasibility criteria and agreements with impacted property owners. These 
mitigation measures include, but are not limited to, structural improvements to dampen noise and 
construction of noise barriers. Potential mitigation for train horn noise is limited to the establishment 
of “quiet zones” or use of wayside horns, measures that require cooperation and agreement by 
municipalities, freight operators and federal, state, and local agencies to implement. It 1s likely that 
measures to mitigate vibration and/or noise may impact wetlands or other regulated areas, particularly, 
a potential increase in wetland resource area impacts requiring a Variance. The FSEIR should discuss 
how these noise and vibration mitigation measures will be identified and incorporated into local, state 
and federal permitting processes. 





Environmental Justice (EJ) 

Per the 2017 EEA EJ Policy, “Environmental Justice shall be an integral consideration to the extent 
applicable and allowable by law in the implementation of all EEA programs (this includes MassDEP), 
including but not limited to the grant of financial resources or technical assistance, the promulgation, 
implementation and enforcement of laws, regulations, and policies, the provision of access to both 
active and passive open space, and the diversification of energy sources, including energy efficiency 
and renewable energy generation.” 


The Phase I SCR Project will provide significant benefits to EJ communities/populations in 
Southeastern Massachusetts, including improved mobility and greater regional access to employment 
centers. Three (3) EJ communities are present in the Project area, the cities of Fall River, New Bedford 
and Taunton. MassDEP acknowledges that that, under the Full Build project previously proposed, 
these areas would likely not experience the benefits of the Project until 2030 however the reconfigured 
Phase 1 Project will bring service and its appurtenant benefits much earlier. 


The Proponent states that, although Phase 1 work will take place within EJ communities, this work 
will occur in the same, previously identified and evaluated parcels discussed 1n the FEIS/FEIR. Work 
in these areas 1s unchanged and was therefore not evaluated in the DSEIR. There are no EJ 
communities located within the Phase 1 EJ Study Area (areas within 0.5 mile of the Middleborough 
Secondary, Middleborough Layover and East Taunton, Pilgrim and Middleborough Stations) however 
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the Secretary’s Certificate on the NPC for the Project required further discussion of certain impacts to 
EJ populations, stipulating: 


* The DSEIR should include maps that identify the location of EJ populations in the Phase 1 
area. 

e The DSEIR should address how changes proposed in Phase 1 may affect Environmental Justice 
populations (EJ) and discuss relevant state and federal policies including the EEA 
Environmental Justice Policy (EJ Policy). 

e The DSEIR should identify any potential for disproportionate impacts on EJ communities that 
may result from the proposed project, and any proposed mitigation. 

e The DSEIR should evaluate impacts related, but not limited to noise, vibration, air quality, 
increased property values; and tax revenue, residence, business, or job losses associated with 
property acquisition. 

« The DSEIR should describe specifically how the Project will provide tangible benefits to the 
EJ] communities. 

« The DSEIR should discuss strategies to enhance public participation in the environmental 
review process and describe outreach efforts to EJ communities. 
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946-2820. 
Very truly yours, 
= £ VW 
Jonathan E. Hobill, 
Regional Engineer, 
Bureau of Water Resources 
JH/GZ 


Ce: DEP/SERO 


ATTN: Millie Garcia-Serrano, Regional Director 
David Johnston, Deputy Regional Director, BWR 
Maria Pinaud, Deputy Regional Director, BAW 
Gerard Martin, Deputy Regional Director, BWSC 
Jennifer Viveiros, Deputy Regional Director, ADMIN 
Lealdon Langley, Director, Wetlands and Waterways, Boston/BWR 
Gary Makuch, Wetlands and Waterways/BWR 
Jim Mahala, Chief, Wetlands and Waterways/BWR 
Chris Ross, MassDOT Coordinator/BWR 
Kathleen Kerigan, Director, Regulatory & Permit Ombudsman/Commissioner’s Office 
Holly Johnson, Regulatory & Permit Ombudsman/Commissioner’s Office 
Ben Lynch, Chief, Waterways, Boston/BWR 
Deneen Simpson, EJ Director, Bureau of Planning and Evaluation 
Allen Hemberger, Site Management, BWSC 
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DIVISION OF 
FISHERIES & WILDLIFE 


1 Rabbit Hill Road, Westborough, MA 01531 
pe (0S) 329-6300 | fF: (508) 389-7 eo0 
MASS.GOV/MASSWILDLIFE 


MASS WILDLIFE lack Buckley, Director 


March 23, 2018 


Matthew A. Beaton, Secretary 

Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs 
Attention: MEPA Office 

Purvi Patel, EEA No. 14346 

100 Cambridge St. 

Boston, Massachusetts 02114 


Alan Anacheka-Nasemann 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, N.E. District, Regulatory 
696 Virginia Road 

Concord, MA 01742 


Project Name: South Coast Rail Project (Phase 1 Service) 

Proponent: Massachusetts Department of Transportation (MassDOT) 
Document Reviewed: Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report 

EEA No.: 14346 

NHESP No.: 98-3735 

US ACOE No.: NAE-2007-00698 


Dear Secretary Beaton and Mr. Anachecka-Nasemann: 


The Natural Heritage & Endangered Species Program of the Massachusetts Division of Fisheries & 
Wildlife (the “Division”) has reviewed the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (“DSEIR”) for 
the proposed South Coast Rail Project (Phase 1) and would like to offer the following comments 
regarding state-listed species and their habitats. 


The Project, as described in the DSEIR, proposes to phase construction of the South Coast Rail Project. 
Phase 1 would provide interim commuter rail service from Boston to New Bedford, Fall River and 
Taunton using the existing Middleborough/Lakeville Commuter Rail. Phase 2 (service from Boston to 
Taunton via the Stoughton Electric Alternative) as well as the majority of Phase 1 (the Southern Triangle) 
were previously reviewed by the Division as part of the FEIS/R, and would remain unchanged. However, 
Phase 1 includes a new Project element (hereinafter, the Middleborough Secondary) consisting of a new 
commuter rail connection between the Southern Triangle and the Middleborough Main Line. This would 
require improvement of track infrastructure on the Middleborough Secondary (an existing freight rail 
line), a new station in East Taunton, and a new/relocated/reconstructed station in Middleborough. The 
Division’s comments herein are limited to the proposed Middleborough Secondary. 


Portions of the Middleborough Secondary are mapped as Priority and or Estimated Habitat for the state- 
listed species shown below, according to the Massachusetts Natural Heritage Atlas (14'" Edition). These 
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3.01 


3.02 


species and their habitats are protected pursuant to the Massachusetts Endangered Species Act (MGL 
c.131A) and its implementing regulations (321 CMR 10.00; MESA). Fact Sheets for these species can be 
found on our website, www.mass.gov/nhesp. 


ScientificName | _CommonName [Taxonomic Group | _ State Status 
Eleocharis tricostata Three-angled Spike-sedge Endangered 


Threatened 
Threatened 


The MESA is administered by the Division, and prohibits the Take of state-listed species. The Take of 
state-listed species is defined as “in reference to animals...harm...kill...disrupt the nesting, breeding, 
feeding or migratory activity...and in reference to plants...collect, pick, kill, transplant, cut or 
process...Disruption of nesting, breeding, feeding, or migratory activity may result from, but is not 
limited to, the modification, degradation, or destruction of Habitat” of state-listed species (321 CMR 
10.02). 





The Proponent has consulted with the Division to assess potential impacts to state-listed species 
associated with the Middleborough Secondary, which included surveys for the state-listed plant species 
referenced above. Based on a review of information submitted to the Division, the Division anticipates 
that the Project, as proposed, will likely not result in a prohibited Take of Long’s Bulrush or Pine Barrens 
Bluet, but will likely need to be conditioned in order to avoid a prohibited Take (321 CMR 10.18 (2)(a)) of 
Three-angled Spike-sedge and Plymouth Gentian. Conditions may include, but may not be limited to, (a) 


delineating and avoiding state-listed plants during construction; and (b) implementing Division-approved 





vegetation and invasive species management plans within areas where state-listed plants are known to 
occur, 


The Division previously confirmed that the South Coast Rail Project will likely result in a Take of the 
Eastern Box Turtle (321 CMR 10.18 (2)(b)). As the Middleborough Secondary represents a phase of a 
larger common project or scheme (321 CMR 10.16), and as Phase 1 of the Project will collectively result 
in the loss of +7.1 acres of suitable upland and wetland habitats, the Division anticipates that_a 
Conservation and Management Permit (CMP; 321 CMR 10.23) authorizing the Take of Eastern Box Turtle 


will be required in order for the Middleborough Secondary to proceed. 


Projects resulting in a Take of state-listed species may only be permitted if they meet the performance 
standards for a CMP. The CMP must demonstrate that the project has avoided, minimized and mitigated 
impacts to state-listed species consistent with the following performance standards: (a) the applicant 
has adequately assessed alternatives to both temporary and permanent impacts to state-listed species; 
(b) an insignificant portion of the local population would be impacted by the project; and (c) the 
applicant agrees to carry out a conservation and management plan that provides a long-term Net 
Benefit to the conservation of the state-listed species impacted. 
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Although the exact details of the long-term Net Benefit required under a CMP have not yet been 
finalized, the Proponent has worked cooperatively with the Division to address impacts to state-listed 
species. Based on information provided in the DSEIR, information previously submitted to the Division, 
and ongoing consultations with the Proponent, it is our understanding that the Proponent intends to 
meet the performance standards of a CMP by: (a) providing funding for off-site habitat restoration, 
management, protection and or conservation research to benefit Eastern Box Turtle and its habitats in 
Massachusetts; (b) installing and maintaining appropriate wildlife crossings to improve connectivity 
between suitable turtle habitats; and (c) implementing Division-approved plans to protect state-listed 
turtles during and after construction. The Division anticipates that a suitable long-term Net Benefit can 
be achieved by providing conservation funding, and that the proposed project should be able to meet 
the performance standards of a CMP. 


The Division will not render a final decision until the MEPA review process and its associated public 
comment period is complete, and until all required CMP application materials have been submitted to 
the Division. As the MESA review process is ongoing, no alteration to the soil, surface, or vegetation 
associated with the proposed project shall occur until the MESA review process is complete. If you have 
any questions about this letter, please contact Jesse Leddick, Chief of Regulatory Review, at 
jesse.leddick@state.ma.us or 508-389-6386. We appreciate the opportunity to comment on the Project. 





Sincerely, 


Bhat) Zoned 


Thomas W. French, Ph.D. 
Assistant Director 


CC: Jean Fox, MassDOT 
Lisa Standley, VHB 
Lars Carlson, VHB 
Nancy Putnam & Nat Tipton, DCR 
Lealdon Langley & Mike Stroman, MassDEP 
Ed Reiner & Tim Timmerman, EPA 
Chris Boelke, NOAA 
Maria Tur, USFWS 
Town of Lakeville 
Town of Middleborough 
Town of Raynham 
Town of Taunton 
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March 7, 2018 aN fi ig 
A Pt) 
Barbara Newman an ners! : 


Chief, Regulatory Division 
New England District The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
US Army Corps of Engiqytfiam Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 


696 Virginia Road 
Concord, MA 01742-2751 Massachusetts Historical Commission 


Attn: Alan Anacheka-Nasemann 


RE: South Coast Rail Project, Phase | Middleborough Secondary Line, Southeastern Massachusetts, 
CENAE-2007-00698, MHC #RC.19924, EEAWI 4346, 


Dear Ms, Newman: 


Staff of the Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC) have reviewed the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act Dra(l 
Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (DSEIR), submitted on behalf of the Massachusetts Department of 
Transportation (MassDOT) and US Army Corps of Engineers Pre-Construction Notification for the Siate of Good Repair 
Project, for the project referenced above. 


The DSEIR. incorporates the MHC's 2017 comments on the Notice of Project Change. The DSEIR indicates thal the Phase | 
project has been modified to include alternative se locations. Cultural dutadic- are deseribed j in DSEIR section Ll and 
Appendix F. ‘The , . ice) The 





DSEIR indicates that a State Archaralogist' 5 nerati application (950 CMR 70) wilt be sutrnitedt by the PAL, Ine., to 
conduct intensive (locational) archaeological survey within archacologically sensitive portions of the Phase | project impact 
area, inchiding within the proposed Pilgrim Junction Station in Middleborough and East Taunton Station in Taunton. 





The MHC looks forward to reviewing the information requested above, and to continued consultation to avoid, minimize and 
mitigate adverse effects to significant historic and archaeological resources. 


These comments are provided (o assist in compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, a5 
amended (36 CFR 800). Ifyou have any questions, please contact Jonathan K. Patton, Archaeologist/Preservation Planner, al 
this office. 


Sincerely, 


Priva x ee Ae 

Brona Simon 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Execulive Director 

State Archaeologist 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 


MG: Kathleen Aiwood, USACOE-New England iste Mal? } hoo 
Heting Washington, Wampanoag ‘Tribe of Gay Mend (Aquial) es} 
Ramona Peters, Meshpee Wampanoag Tribe 
Jean Fox, MLADAOT 
Secelary Matthew A. Gestion, GEA, Alto: Purvi Patel, MEPA (iil MER, 


Deborah © Con, PAL, Alin Sumanne Cher 
Chnstopher J. Wigner, VIG, bc 


220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 
(617) 727-8470 © Fant (617) 727-5128 
www.sec.slale.ma.us/mhe 
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David E. Pierce, Ph.D, (617) 626-1520 


Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Division of Marine Fisheries 
251 Causeway Street, Suite 400 
Boston, Massachusetts 02114 





Director fax (617) 626-1509 


Governor 


Karyn E. Polito 
Lieutenant Governor 
Matthew A. Beaton 
Secretary 
March 23, 2018 Ronald Amidon 


Commissioner 
Mary-Lee King 
Secretary Matthew A. Bealon Deputy Commissioner 


Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs (EEA) 
Atm: MEPA Office 

Purvi Patel, EEA No, 14346 

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 

Boston, MA 02114 


Dear Secretary Beaton: 


The Division of Marine Fisheries (MLA DMF) has reviewed the Draft Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Report (DSEIR) by the Massachusetts Department of Transportation (MassDOT) for 
Phase | of the South Coast Rail Project, Phase | will connect the cities of Fall River and New 
Bedford to Boston using the Middleborough Secondary to connect with the existing 
Middleborough Lakeville commuter rail line. Existing marine fisheries resources and potential 
project impacts are outlined in the following paragraphs. 


The Phase | line of the South Coast Rail Project includes culverts and bridges over waterways that 
support a variety of diadromous fish species (Table 1). Within the Fall River Extension, the 
Taunton River contains river herring (alewife (A/osa pseudoharengus) and blueback herring 
(Alosa aestivalis), American eel (Anguilla rostrata), American shad (Alosa sapidissima), rainbow 
smelt (Osmerus mordax), white perch (Morone americana), Atlantic tomeod {(Microgadus 
tomcod), and Atlantic sturgeon (Acipenser oxyrinchus), The Assonet River supports alewife, 
blueback herring, American eel, and white perch while Rattlesnake Brook, Poquoy Brook, and 
Furnace Brook all support river herring and American eel, The Cotley River also contains 
American eel, Within the New Bedford Extension, the Acushnet River and Fall Brook both 
contain river herring, American eel, and white perch, while the Acushnet River also contains 
rainbow smelt. 


MA DMF offers the following comments for your consideration: 





oceur outsi de of the site TOY period(s). 








Table 1. Diadromous fish resources in the Phase | project area and recommended time of year 
(TOY) restrictions on in-water work, Silt control recommendations are also included in the 
“Recommended TOYs” column for cases where additional containment is deemed necessary 
for out-of-water work, 

Fall River Extension 


Station Stream Species Present Recommended TOYs 
CV-LE-11 Poquoy Brook RH, eel 3/15 — 6/30, 9/1— 11/15 
CV-LK-12 Poquoy Brook RH, eel 3/15— 6/30, 9/1—- 11/15 
CV-BK-] Cotley River eel 3/15—6/30 
CV-BK-2 Cotley River del 3/15 — 6/30 

Cotley R. Bridge Cotley River eel 3/15 — 6/30 (in-river), Silt 
North controls 

Cotley R, Bridge Cotley River eel 3/15 — 6/30 (in-niver), Silt 
South controls 


Assonet R, Bndge Assonet River RH, eel, WP 3/15 — 6/30, 9/1— 11/15 (in- 
river), Silt controls 


CV-FRN-16 Assonet River RH, eel, WP 3/15 —6/30, 9/1-— 11/15 
(Forge Pond) 
CV-FRN-17 Assonet River RH, eel, WP 3/15 = 6/30, 9/1— 11/15 
(Forge Pond) 
CV-FRN-18 Assonet River RH, eel, WP 3/15 — 6/30, 9/1—11/15 
(Forge Pond) 
CV-FRN-20 Assonet River RH. eel, WP 3/15— 6/30, 9/1—11/15 
CV-FRN-22 Terry Brook RH, eel 3/15 — 6/30, 9/1-— 11/15 
(Rattlesnake Brook) 
Weaver's Cove Taunton River RH.eel.AS.RS, NO TOY — Silt controls 
Layover WP.AT AST 
Fall River Depot Taunton River RH,eel.AS.RS, NO TOY — Silt controls 
WP_AT AST 
Battleship Cove Taunton River RH,eel.AS.RS. NO TOY — Silt controls 
WP.AT.AST 
New Bedford Extension 
Station Stream Species | Recommended TOYs 
CV-LK-7 Fall Brook RH, eel, WP 3/15— 6/30, 9/1-—11/15 
CV-FRN-1 Fall Brook RH, eel, WP 3/15—6/30, 9/1— 11/15 
CV-FRN-3 Fall Brook RH, eel, WP 3/15— 690, 9/1—11/15 
Fall Brook Bridge Fall Brook RH, eel, WP 3/15 — 6/30, 9/1- 11/15 
Whale’s Tooth Acushnet River RH, eel, RS, NO TOY — Silt controls 
WP 


Species Codes: AS (American shad), AST (Atlantic sturgeon), AT (Atlantic tomeod), eel 
(American eel), RH (river herring — alewife and blueback herring), WP (white perch) 


Questions regarding this review may be directed to John Logan in our New Bedford office at 
(508) 990-2860 ext L4l. 


Sincerely, 
a a 7 
Bron XP a 


David E, Pierce, Ph.D. 
Director 
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CC: 






Jean Fox, MassDOT COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 


Middleborough, Lakeville, Taunton, Raynham, Berkley, Freetown, New Bedford, and Fall River - = : HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Conservation Commissions 2 
. . > er . 4 
Christopher Boelke & Alison Verkade, NMFS : ; STATE HOUSE, BOSTON O21sar 106 
Robert Boeri, CZM ve i 
Ed Reiner, EPA Oy ——, 
Chris Ross, DEP 
Richard Lehan, DFG CHainMan 
2 - z : N oO l B ouse Commrrree ow Bowoins, Capra. Exrenoitures 
Kathryn Ford, John Sheppard, Eileen Feeney, Pooja Potti, DMF a rd ascbetamea nt ais ie ; a adi oars E 
137TH BRISTOL DISTRICT 
DP/JL/JS/sd Stare House, Room 466 (508) 997-8113 (Disraicr) 
Boston, MA, 02133 E-Mail: 


Tet. (617) 722-2017 Antonio, Cabral@MAhouse. gov 


March 22, 2018 
The Hon. Matthew A. Beaton 
Secretary, Executive Office of Energy & Environmental Affairs 
Attn: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) 
EFA File No. #14346 
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 
Boston, MA 02114 


RE: Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report — South Coast Rail 


Dear Secretary Beaton: 





6.01 





ALi] J 1 1ec) 7 1 e cl oF Cad di . eit’ ss 1 OU . 
Bedford to Boston is necessary for the economic growth in New Bedford and the South Coast. 
This is not merely a luxury. If our region is to prosper in the 21 Century economy we must be 
rr 7 sor bubs: fautir 
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Finally, the Administration’s commitment to Phase IIl—ultimately the full-build—will 
achieve important environmental benefits, involving CO 2 emissions and air quality 
improvements. This is not merely a chief concern among my constituents, but of all residents of 
the Commonwealth. The more cars we replace from the idling, traffic-congested roads to Boston, 
with clean mass-transit options, the better off our generation, and generations to follow, will be. 


‘EPA: Smart Growth & Transportation, EPA.GOV, www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/smart-growth-and-transportation 
(last visited March 14, 2018). 
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Thank you for receiving public commentary on the draft supplemental environmental 
impact report. Again, | must stress that from the countless stories I've heard from my 
constituents about abandoning job prospects, foregoing educational opportunities, and missing 
out on events, our region needs this rail project. 


I look forward to boarding a train from New Bedford to Boston in 2022. 


Sincerely) 
/ 






Chairman Ho se Committee on Bonding, Capital Expenditures and State Assets 


Ce: Jean Fox, Massachusetts Department of Transportation 
Ten Park Plaza, Room 4150 
Boston, MA 02116 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
STATE HOUSE. BOSTON 02133-1054 


= : Sle She Commonwealth of Massachusel 





DYLAN FERNANDES 
STATE REPRESENTATIVE 
BARNSTAGLE DUKES AND NANTUCKET 


STATE HOUSE ROOM 236 


RECEIVED 


Committees: 


Environment, Natural Resources 


and Agricultura 
Mental Health. Substance Use 
nd Recovery 
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Redistricting 
tends Bales of Energy 
Secretary Matthew A. Beaton, EOEBA, & Enviroumental Affairs 
Attn: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) 
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 
Boston, MA 02114 
Dear Secretary Beaton, 
7.01 
The Middleboro route is significantly less expensive, takes less time to implement,“and requires less 
environmental permitting than the Stoughton route. Estimates also project the Middleboro line could cost 
more than $2 billion less- a huge savings in a $40 billion statewide annual budget. Over the next several 
years, the Middleboro rail infrastructure can be brought up to speed to quickly bring service to the South 
Coast - a region that for far too long has gone without rail access. The route also avoids the Hockomock 
Swamp and the quagmire of environmental permits required to ran through it. 
7.02 





frafticrecblesta Fiscal TTR asians ana i sak access to service ae the 
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I want to thank you for your leadership on:this: Foot and strongly encourage you to move forward with 
the Middleboro route. 


Résbcbtiaty 


Dylan Fernandes 


'State Representative 


Bamstable, Dukes & Nantucket. 
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Secretary Matthew A. Beaton, EOEEA, 

Attn: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) 

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 

Boston, MA 02114 

Re: Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report 

Dear Secretary Beaton: March 22, 2018 

! am pleased to hear of MassDOT’s filing of the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report Secretary Matthew A. Beaton, EOEEA 

(DSEIR) on January 31, 2018, with the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) unit. The Att: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) 

DSEIR outlines MassDOT's proposed phased approach to begin long-awaited commuter rail service to 100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 

Fall River and New Bedford in late 2022. 1 understand the DSEIR analyzes only the new elements Boston, MA 02114 Sent via e-mail to: Purvi Patel(@)state.ma.us 


proposed as part of Phase | that were not previously analyzed in the Final Environmental Impact 


Statement/Final Environmental Impact Report Dear Secretary Beaton: 





9.01 | 
| » OT VAIL! DOS prt) = Fall River and New Bedford ecu Pidlebortugh utilizing the active freight line owned 
ofa euctecaul fess Seat entices for sesitlente in the southeastern region. This project will by MassDOT would provide service to those residents quicker and with a much lower cost than 
reconnect our region to jobs while spurring economic vitality and attracting new business and working solely toward service utilizing the Stoughton Route. 
investments. Rail service in this region ended in 1959 and since then my constituents and I have looked 
forward to riding the train from Fall River as soon as possible. ! also believe that this proposal will make the best alternative for the future expansion of regular 
commuter rail service to Wareham and Buzzards Bay, which has been a priority for me and my 
Thank you for your time and attention to my comments. | look forward to reviewing next steps related to constituents going back to the time I served as a member of the Wareham Board of Selectmen in 
this important project. 1999, As youknow, the track and grade crossing upgrades done for the summer service known 
as the Cape Flyer has put this expansion of commuter rail service Wareham and Buzzards Bay in 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions. @ position for almost immediate implementation. 
te, ; If you have questions or need additional information in regard to my support for Drafi 
biol, Supplemental Environmental Impact Report, please contact me. | can be reached here at my 
State House office at 617-722-2100 or District Office at 508-295-5999. Thank you for your 
Carole Fiola sincere consideration. 
State Representative 
Sixth Bristol District 
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Sinwerely, \ 


Susan Williams Gifford 
State Representative 
2™ Plymouth District 


CC: Jean Fox, MassDOT 
Ten Park Plaza, Roam 4140 


Boston, Ma 02116 Sent via e-mail to: jean. fox(aistate.ma.us 
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Kes; (S08) Boe eo) Fax (G17) 722-2e7o 
Rober! Keeton tir iouwregoy 
March 19, 2018 
Secretary Matthew Beaton 
Executive Office of Energy & Environmental Affairs 
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 
Boston, MA 02114 
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Attn: Purvi Patel, MEPA Office, EEA #14346 
Dear Secretary Beaton: 


Please accept my comments on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (DSEIR) 
pertaining to the use of the Middleborough Secondary freight corridor to carry extended 
Middleborough/Lakeville commuter rail service to the south coast cities of Taunton, New 
Bedford and Fall River, The restoration of South Coast commuter rail service to Boston after a 
sixty years’ absence will greatly benefit the region and provide important economic opportunities 
to South Coast residents. 


The Stoughton Straight Electric Alternative (the “Full Build Project”) is the preferred route as it 
would provide preater environmental benefits, a shorter trip to Boston, and an additional stop in 
Boston prior to arriving at South Station. The proposed phased approach, the Middleborough 
Alternative, is desirable because it will provide earlier commuter rail service to the region than 
the Full Build project. It is important to note that 85% of the costs for Phase One approach are 
associated with both routes, Stoughton and Middleborough, and 56% of the track needed for the 
Full Build will be constructed as part of Phase 1. This enhances the efficacy of Phase 1] as the 
total capital costs of 8935 million will realize timely restoration of commuter rail service to 
Boston from the South Coast and incorporate costs that are associated with the Full Build. 


The Baker-Polito Administration's phased approach to reestablish passenger rail service from the 
South Coast ta Boston can be a realized in four years, with proposed service by October 2022. 
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residents seeking access to Route 140 and the shopping centers located west of the crossing. An 

underpass at King’s Highway will facilitate the even heavier volume of vehicular traffic that will 
be produced by the new rail station at this rail road crossing. 





Restoration of passenger call service 7 the South cu - Baaibn salts the Phase l (imobica 
will provide environmental justice to South Coast communities earlier than the Full Build project 
and result in improved accessibility to jobs for many area residents. 


Your consideration of these comments is appreciated, as is your work on this project thus far, but 
I will continue to advocate for the best interests of my constituents. If you should have any 
further questions on these particular matters, I would welcome the discussion. 


Sincerely, 


bab FF Hei nex 


Robert M. Koczera 
STATE REPRESENTATIVE 
11" Bristol District 

Acushnet and New Bedford 
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CHRISTOPHER M. MARKEY 


Ve Commonwealth. of MadssachusEells 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
STATE HOUSE. BOSTON 02133-1054 


Chairman 
Commities on Ethics 





STATE HOLISE. ROOM 527A 
TEL. (G17) F232 ZOO 


STATE REPRESENTATIVE 
Ste BRISTOL CISTRICT 


Secretary Matthew A. Beaton, EOEEA 

ATTN: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) EEA #14346 
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 

Boston, MA 02114 


March 22, 2018 


The South Coast Rail (SCR) has been a tremendously important project to the Greater New Bedford area 
and South Coast as a whole for many years. The Phase | plan for the SCR would provide this service that 
has been years in the making for our area. 


The primary reasons for my support of Phase | are the cost benefits and the timeframe in which service to 
the South Coast will be available. As you know, the estimated cost for Phase 1 is predicted to be almost 
$2 billion less than the estimated cost of the Full Build. One of the greatestchallenges to the SCR has 
been funding. By using a rail system already in place the cost savings will be tremendous. 


The people of the South Coast have been yearning for rail service for decades since the project was first 
introduced. The Phase | plan would put people on trains long before the Full Build would be able to, Our 
area is home toa great deal of people who commute fo Boston on a daily basis, many of which would 
appreciate the opportunity to ride the Commuter Rail into the city. With the Phase 1 plan, this hope could 
become a reality as soon as 2022, which would be a great deal more desirable than 2030 or beyond if they 
were to wail for the Full Build, 





Phase if you should has any smiecfis or rE like to =a 
further re this topic, sles feel free to reach out to me at (617)-722-2020 or at 
Christopher.Markey(@mahouse.gov. 

With every best wish, ] remain 


Sincerely, 


Cuan 


Christopher Markey 


State Representative, Ninth Bristol District 


vv 


She Commonwealth of Massachuselts 


State Abuse, Beaten, G2F22 ~O54 





AEPRESENTATIVE While the DSEIR answers many questions regarding the potential for a new Pilgrim Junction station, | da 
KEIKO ORAALL not believe that all potential solutions associated with Option 1 were fully vetted. There is the potential 
Pipes Pa that the construction of Pilgrim Junction in Middleborough is not necessary. 
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March 23, 2018 12.05 
Secretary Matthew A. Beaton, EOEEA 
Attn.: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) 
100 Cambridge Street, Sulte 900 
Boston, MA 02114 
12.06 - 


Dear Secretary Beaton: 


| am writing with regard to MassDOT’s Draft Supplemental Enviranmental impact Report (DSEIR) filed 
with the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) on January 31, 2018 to adopt a phased 
approach to South Coast Rail service. | appreciate the Baker/Polito Administration's careful 
consideration of the financial and political realities of this project. 





Thank you for your consideration of my comments. 


As the State Representative for the communities of Lakeville, Middleborough, Berkley, and Taunton, 


Section Keeping fh 
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Keiko M. Orrall 
State Representative 
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March 22, 2018 


Secretary Matthew A. Beaton 

Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs 
Attn: MEPA Office- Purvi Patel 

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 

Boston, MA 02114 


Re: Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement - South Coast Rail 


Dear Secretary Beaton: 





I write voice strong d advocacy of the Massachusetts Department of 


Nels 





South Coast Rail has been in the research and design phase for almost two decades, as my 
constituents have patiently waited for implementation. While I recognize that there is a preferred 
“Stoughton Route” to many residents, I believe it is within the best interest of the South Coast 
region to move forward with Phase One via the “Middleborough Route” option. 


The full-build “Stoughton Route” still has major issues to overcome, including environmental 
impact research and permitting issues that will take many more years to address, time in which 
no building of the rail can be done. The “Middleborough Route” offers substantial benefits on 
multiple fronts for my constituents on the South Coast. 


The “Middleborough Route” can benefit the overall South Coast Rail Project greatly. As the 
“Middleborough Route” will be built using the phased approach, meaning that construction work 
can begin while the “Stoughton Route” is undergoing permitting. This means that construction of 


certain junctions, including the southem triangle, can be constracted and maintained for the 
ultimate full build without the need to wait for permitting and errvironmental studies. 


The major factor why I support the DSEIR in connection with Phase I is the overall cost. Up 
through March 2018, the Commonwealth, under three different administrations, has spent over 
$150 million on the South Coast Rail Project. The electrified, preferred route, the “Stoughton 
Route” has costs that continually rise and has been estimated to cost an extra $1.2 billion, an 
increase from $2.2 billion to $3.4 billion. Costs and other variables will only continue to rise as 
the project sits on the drawing board. However, this can be mitigated by using the “Middleboro 
Route” which could begin construction more quickly and be done at roughly a third of what the 
most recent costs were projected to be. 


Our constituents and the entire South Coast have waited many years for rail service and deserve 
expedient delivery on the Commonwealth’s commitment. While the preferred “Stoughton 
Route” undergoes the process of permitting and legal navigation, I wholeheartedly support 
advancing early service on the “Middleborough Route”. The “Middleborough Route” can bring 
service at a much lower cost and much quicker than waiting for the full build. I look forward to 
continue working with our partners and MassDOT throughout this project to address the 
concerns of my district as they may come, specifically the request for inclusion of an additional 
stop in the City of Fall River in Phase One. 


Thank you for your kind attention to the matter and please do not hesitate to reach out to me with 
any questions or concems. 


Sincerely, 


PAUL A. SCHMID 
State Representative 
8th Bristol District 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES are obtained, which could take up to eight years, A phased approach allows construction to begin 
SvATE HOUSE, BOSTON 02133-1020 as the permitting process continues for the “Stoughton route,” ensuring a smoother start to Phase 

2 of the project, 

VICE CHAIRMAN 

ALAN SILVIA Potiic Safety and Harland Seeurity The South Coast cannot wait until 2030 for rail service. The early service “Middleboro route” 
a Ar ae aoe degra Denephutidaeae would bring rail service to the South Coast faster and at a better cost, while continuing to advance 
Flacrian Laswe the “Stoughton route.” The residents of Southeastern Massachusetts deserve commuter rail service 
Ne dite eae dae retains to Boston, This service will help to bring affordable housing to the Greater Boston Area and 
DISTRICT (605) Ba7.Ga74 provide a host of economic opportunities to areas of the Souther triangle that have been promised 
lie 9 win rail service for so long, Better access to higher camming wages, better access 10 universities, better 


access to medical specialists and more opportunity for travel and tourism are all of the reasons that 
we need to see phase | of the South Coast Rail Project completed by 2022. 
March 22, 2018 


Secretary Matthew A. Beaton, EOEEA, 
Attn: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) 

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 
Boston, MA 02114 


[ fully endorse the phased “Middleboro route” approach to the South Coast Rail Project and urge 
all involved to make this a reality for the residents of Southéasterm Mass. Please do not hesitate to 
reach out to me with any questions or concerns. Thank you for your attention to this important 
matter, 


Sincerely, 
Re: Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement- South Coast Rail 34 


To Whom It May Concern: 


vr ? 


Alan Silvia 
State Representative 





We in the South Coast had a Groundbreaking Ceremony twenty years ago and little progress has 
occurred except the need for Rail service to our community. The proposed project change, the 
“Middleboro route,” would bring rail service to the South Coast faster and at a lower cost, while 
also advancing a phased approach to the preferred “Stoughton route.” 


As costs continue to rise, the estimated cost of the electric “Stoughton route”, most recently from 
its 20]2 estimate of $2.2 billion to a projected $3,4 billion, and the critical issue is the 
Commonwealth has spent over $150 million on the South Coast Rail Project. Costs will inevitably 
continue to increase as we delay the construction, Projection show through the “Middleboro 
route,” construction could begin sooner and at one-third of ihe most recent projected cost. 


The “Middleboro route"-Phase |-utilizes existing tracks, and requires the same track and station 
upgrades that are needed for the “Stoughton route”, I have spoken with Mayor Jasiel Correia and 
a concern is a location suggested for an additional platform, We are in agreeance that placement 
of this platform at Battleship Cove would be beneficial for Fall River commuters and visitors, 
However, none of the upgrades can take place under the “Stoughton route” until all of the permits 
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March 22, 2018 


Secretary Matthew A. Beaton, EOEEA 
Atm: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) 

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 
Boston, MA 02114 


Re: South Coast Rail DS 
EEA# 14346 


Dear Secretary Beaton: 





draft ce ree sufficiently sldzaaaes! the} issues > raised in the notice of project ae certificate, 
as well as comments raised by concermed stakeholders, and | have highlighted a number of 
particularly meaningful portions of the report below. 


Regional equity necessitates that the commonwealth seize the special opportunity presented by 
the availability of the Middleborough secondary line to provide rail service to Taunton and the 
South Coast years earlier than would otherwise be possible under the Stoughton alternative 
alone. The phased approach will provide greater mobility options to the only Gateway Cities 
within 50 miles of Boston that do not have access to regularly scheduled rail service. In 


addition, this provides significant environmental and operational benefits that will accrue to the 
commonwealth as a whole. 


From an environmental perspective, [echo the DSEIR’s assessment and stress that Phase 1 poses 
none of the ecological and legal challenges that challenge the project north of Cotley Junction; 
crucially, the project change does not require the granting of a variance. Phase 1 service would 
utilize only Tier 3 and potentially Tier 4 diesel locomotives, among the cleanest diesel 
locomotives available, and would eliminate 66,400 vehicle miles traveled per day. In total, early 
service Will provide a substantial reduction of 6,460 metric tons of greenhouse gases per year. 


Further, operational advantages that flow from the proposed improvements to the Middleborough 
secondary line independently support much of the marginal cost incurred. Upgrading the right of 
way to accommodate active passenger rail builds needed redundancy into the commuter rail 
system, which, as recent winters have demonstrated, 1s crucial to responding to weather-related 
and mechanical service disruptions. Future flooding levels experienced through the portion of 
the Hockomock Swamp contemplated for the Stoughton route would likely limit the train 

lines* functionality in the coming decades as a result of climate change, Moreover, the related 
station improvements at Pilgrim Junction — which, critically, allow for a one-seat nde from Fall 
River and New Bedford and trip times that are in line with other end stations in the state's 
commuter rail system, represent a sound investment with respect to someday also adding 
commuter rail service south to Buzzards Bay. 


In short, in light of these clear benefits, the logic of phasing this project is undeniable; early work 
on the Southem Triangle will only serve to move up any projected completion date fior the 
Stoughton build, given that permitting challenges are likely to push any full build start date well 
into the next decade. With the South Coast becoming increasingly isolated from the greater 
Boston area due to increasing congestion, I urge approval of the draft report so that the 
proponent may move to implementation of design and construction. 


Sincerely. 


3 William M. Straus 
10° Bristo) District 
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March 26, 2018 


Secretary Matthew A. Beaton, EOEEA 
Attn: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) 

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 
Boston, MA 02114 


Re: Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement- South Coast Rail 


Dear Secretary Beaton: 
| write in strong support of the Massachusetts Department of Transportation's South Coast Rail 


Phased Approach, as outline in the South Coast Rail Draft Supplemental Environmental 
Statement. As the Senate Chair of the Transportation Committee, | understand the need to 
expand rail service to each comer of the Commonwealth. Establishing a reliable and accessible 
transportation link will spur economic growth in the region of the South Coast. 





A modem and expanded transportation system is essential for the Commonwealth to remain an 
economic competitor and attract global businesses, U.S. News and World Report just ranked 
Massachusetts as being one of the most congested states in the country (47"). This project will 
enable south coast resident's a greater quality of life by reducing commute times and removing 
cars off the state highway system which is the single greatest contributor to greenhouse gas 
emissions. Further this project will create a link for south coast residents to Boston’s job market. 


Asa Senator representing the Greater Boston area I must stress the importance of establishing 
greater connectivity between these two regions. In the area | represent housing costs are some 
of the highest in the country and these costs are projected to continue to rise due to population 
growth. The two largest demographics in the Commonwealth are baby boomers and millennials. 
With nearly 1 million baby boomers retiring by 2030 and all millennials graduating in that same 
time period the demand for housing will be great. Expanding the transportation system, through 
projects like South Coast Rail, will also expand housing opportunity in cities and towns that now 
have a direct link to jobs. 


Guosat Wanwine ano Crodate CHance 








I understand that the South Coast Rail Project has been studied for many years and vetted 
through all appropriate levels of government. To date, the Commonwealth has spent over $150 
million on the Project and has ensured that total impacts to vegetated wetlands under Phase I will 
account for less than 5,000 square feet. I appreciate MassDOT’s continued stewardship to 
ensure that this project will have the least possible impact on wetlands and have considered all 
environmental impacts on the region., 


In closing, I appreciate the Baker Administration's commitment to establishing greater 


connectivity between Boston and the South Coast by way of infrastructure investment in rail. | 


encourage your office to review the DSEIR carefully so that this project will move forward in an 
expeditious manner. 


Please do not hesitate to reach out to me with any questions or concerns. Thank you for your 
attention to this important matter 


Sincerely, 






Joseph A. Boncore 
Senator 
First Suffolk and Middlesex 


6-1 


Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Fox, Jean (DOT) <Jean.Fox@dot stale.ma.us> 
Sent: Tuesday, February 27, 2018 1:56 PM 

To: Sarah Paritsky (Regina Villa Associates) 

Cc: Nancy Farrell (Reginavilla); Patel, Purvi (EEA) 
Subject: Comment from Sen. Menard 

Attachments: 2018022713570531 1.pdf 

Hi Sarah - 


Attached is a comment letter from former Senator Joan Menard. She attended last week's meeting with 
the Secretary in Dartmouth. 


Jean C, Fox 

Project Manager, South Coast Rail 
MassDOT 

10 Park Plaza, Suite 4150 
857-368-8853 

857-600-8791 (cell) 


---—Original Message——- 

From: conotreply@dot.state.ma.us tte: 
Sent: Tuesday, February 27, 2018 1:57 PM 
To: Fox, Jean (DOT) 

Subject: Message from "BOS-PLAN-RICOH1" 





This E-mail was sent from "BOS-PLAN-RICOH1" (MP C5503). 


Scan Date: 02,27,2018 13:57:05 (-0500) 
Queries to: donotreply@dot.state.ma.. 
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SCR 
SOUTH COAST RAIL 


DSEIR Comment Farm 


This sheet js provided for your comments on the South Coast Rail Draft Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Report (DSEIR). Your input Is solicited and appreciated. Please return the sheet with your 
comments to a South Coast Rail staff member at the ever, or mail to the following address by 
March 28, 2018, the last day comments are accepted: 


Secretary Matthew A. Beaton, EOEEA 

Attn.: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) EEA #14346 
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 

Boston, MA 02114 

or fax: 617-626-1181 


email: purvi.patel@state.ma.ls 
or via hand delivery 


MassDOT would like to receive a copy of your letter, which you can emall or mail to: 


Jean Fox (jean, fox@state.ma.us) 
MassDOT 


Ten Park Plaza, Room 4150 
Boston, MA 02116 


if you need more space, please use the reverse. 
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18.01 


18.02 


Seeretary Matthew A, Beaton, EOEEA 
Am: MEPA Office (Purvi Patet) 
EEA #14546 

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 
Boston. MA 02114 


Dear Secretary Beaton: 


| em writing to express comments on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report 
(DSEIR) for Phase | of South Coast Rail, As the Senator representing Greater New Bedford and 
longtime leader of the South Coast delegation on this issue, | must stress the importance of 
establishing a reliable and easily accessible transportation link from our region to Boston. 
During my Senate tenure | have spent considerable time and energy securing multiple state 
bonding authorizations and legislation directing the design, permitting and construction of this 
Vital project. It is crucial this administration remain comatitted to its stated goal of rail service 
from New Bedford 10 South Station by 2022. With this in mind, | wish to offer the following 
remarks. 


First, the DSEIR forth a sed schedule of trains tra 
cach day, While this establishes a baseline, hardworki 
than a few peak trains that constitute a ride time of 90 minutes or more. Reducing this time or 
creating an express train Irom New Redford to South Station could increase ndership and help 
remove velucles from our con ways. 





Second, | am encouraged that MassDOT has drafled @ plan to finit significant wetlands 
concems, a matter that has plagued the full-build Stoughton route for years. MassDQ 1 estimates 
total impacts to vegetuted wetlands under Phase [ 10 be less than 5,000 square feet This isa 
dramatic decrease, especially in the Southern Triangle where previous impacts tallied multiple 
acres. 


Third, bi re the administration w take this iry to review a multimodal station at the 
Whale’s Tooth location, This will provide un accessible transportation hub connecting 
downtown New Bedford to its waterfront and surroundi nei oads. Otherwise. 


passengers irsvelling via bus and train will have to travel ions 7 
a . = ‘yea x4 between two different locations in the 


In closing, | appreciate the Baker Administration's i ishing 
commutment toward establishing a rail link 
ancy es Bedford and Boston. Teneourage your office to review the DSEIR carefully so 
project may move forward in an expeditious manner. [f you have any questions or 
concems please do not hesitate to contuct my office. 


Sincerely 

- ——, ; a —— 
Mark Montigny 

SENATOR 
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MASSACHUSETTS SENATE 
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March 23, 2018 


Secretan) Matthew A. Meaton. EORFEA 
Auvention: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) 
100 Cambridge Street. Sune 900 
Hoston, MA O2414 


Dear Seeretary eatan: 


Lum weiling today to provide comment on the South Coast Rail DSEIK. After having reviewed the report | 
still believe there aire ina unanswered questions, and thal (oo many substantive issues reiiani to be addressed 
tor the document to be considered of reviewed as a Final Supplemental Environmental lmpzct Report. 
(FSEIR). 


Public trust in the full completion of this project including Phase If. Stoughton Preferred is quickly eroding, 
Noone teally: believes that the provect ts moving forward in good fant and that Phase If will ewer be 
eonpleted, Continued planning of Phase I. Stoughton Preferred, as Phase | prouresses. ic required by the 
Army Corps of Fngingers, | here & no guarantec that once Phase | 1s completed thar Phase {| won't he 
ahandened. 
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li is one thm for the Executive Branch and the Deparment of || ransportation to say and promise ta do 
something to be m compliance with the Army Corps of Engineers: however their actions don’ reflect what has 
been. publically stated. Numeroux Admmuistrations have staved over and over again that “South Coa Rail iy a 
priority: however none have identified the resources to mabe the project arcality, | find yt quite interesting 
thot this Administration has recentiy announced their plans to move forward wath rail expansion projects in the 
greater metropolitan Boston anesie pg the Silver Line, the Groen Ling, and bas renewed tlks about the Nowih 
South Rail Link, Vet. they continue to say they can‘) identify the resources for Phase {| of the project. [t"s all 
abut the Administrations priorities. and once again Soulheastem Massachusetts is still waiting for economic, 
social and environmental justice. 


here are many more issues of concem and questions that need to be addressed for which answers were Wot 
found inthe DSEWR, lam attaching for sour res jew a yet lo be answered communication forwarded to 
Seerian Pollack, mJuly of 2017, which includes mony of mw concerns: along with SRPEDD's conned 
emphasizing many of the same issues. 


As the Administration continues to review the important and serious cumments that individuals have stated 
aboul economic, environmental anil social justice rssucs. | hope this admmistration will come to the conclusion 
that the civil rights of Southeasicrm Massachusetts residents should and must be protected. Fquity in terms of 
our public investments should be a priority and @ is sorely lacking tn terms of the proposed phased approach, 
This phased approach «ill ultimately cost the iax payers more money per rider than simply doing the 
Stoughton Preferred option as recommended by the Army Comps of Engineers, 


Again, there are nuinerous substantive issies that must be addressed 


Sincerely, 


tur (A 


Marc R. Pacheco 
Senate Presider Pro Tempore 
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Senator Marc R. Pacweco 
FRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 
Firat Plynnith and Brisial CXstrict ie 


STATE Howse, Room 3738 
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July 25, 2017 
Secretary Stephanie Pollack 
Massachusetts Department of Transportation 
10 Park Plaza, Suite 4160 
Boston, MA 02116 


Dear Secretary Pollack: 


| write to you to follow up on an oversight hearing about the South Coast Rail project by 
the Senate Committee on Global Warming and Climate Change dated June 27,2017. Though 
many of my questions were answered at said hearing, several went unfortunately unanswered. 
At this hearing, your office offered to answer any follow-up questions that the committee had. | 
am taking this opportunity to request answers to the following questions: 


e What guarantees are in place that the administration will complete both phases of the 
South Coast Rail project? 
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Route? Is there going to be money in tl the next capital plan for construction of the 


Stoughton route, as to early action? 
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While the Corps has not yet signed off on a Decision of Record (DOR, pending the 30% 
design completion of the Stoughton Route from Taunton to Stoughton) on the FEIR/FEIS 
for the Stoughton Route, necessary for the issuance of a 404 Permit, the proposed station 
construction and rehabilitation of the Middleborough freight rail line in environmentally 
sensitive areas will require similar scrutiny and eens Middleborough 3 is ie 
ra asa quicken) more sh ondes optim, Does an act B cand easy 








The area of the freight line to be rehabilitated for the Middleborough Secondary Line was 
built decades ago, This area is now in proximity to critical habitat identified by The 
Nature Conservancy in their Habitat Protection Priorities for the Taunton River 
Watershed, including Critical Natural Landscapes (as documented by the state's Natural 
Heritage and Endangered Species Program). It is also in proximity to the greatest 
concentration of state certified coldwater fish resources (CFRs) in the Taunton River 
Watershed. CFRs are certified by the Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife, 
and are classified as “Outstanding Resource Waters” (critical areas) under 314 CMR 
4.00. Some of the streams, tributaries, and associated wetlands flow or drain into the 
Wild & Scenic Taunton River. This project seems to be on a fast track through the 
MEPA (environmental review) process, even without the promised ridership data being 
delivered for paler review ie poomivens in the fall of ETUS 
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| would appreciate a prompt response to the preceding questions. Lf you require any 
clarifications on any of these questions, please do not hesitate to contact my office, 


Sincerely, 


ad 


Marc R. Pacheco 
Senate President Pro Tempore 
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SENATOR Micwaet J. Ropricves 
First Bréstal and Phyo District 
State House, Room io9gD 
Boston, MA 03133-1053 
Te: (617) aa-1114 
Fax: (617) 722-1498 
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March 12, 2018 


The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 


MASSACHUSETTS SENATE 
Majorry WHIP 


Secretary Matthew A. Beaton, EOEEA, 
Attn.: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) 
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 


Boston, MA 02114 


Re: Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement South Coast Rail 
To Whom It May Concern: 


Clairinan 
SENATE Committee ow Emacs 





DISTRICT OFFICES 


One GOVERNMENT CENTER 
Room 235 
FALL Raven, MA oaz22 
Tex. (308) 646-0650 
Fax, (908) 646-0655 
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The need for South Coast Rail continues to grow, though little progress has been made over the 
past twenty years since the project's Groundbreaking Ceremony. The proposed project change, 
the “Middleboro route,” would bring rail service to the South Coast faster and at a lower cost, 
while also advancing a phased approach to the preferred “Stoughton route.” 


To date, the Commonwealth has spent over $150 million on the South Coast Rail Project. The 
estimated cost of the electric “Stoughton route” continues to rise, most recently from its 2012 
estimate of $2.2 billion to a projected $3.4 billion. Costs will inevitably continue to increase as 
we delay the construction start time. Through the “Middleboro route,” construction could begin 
years earlier and at one-third of the most recent projected cost. 


The “Middleboro route” - Phase 1—utilizes existing tracks, and requires the same track and 
station upgrades that are needed for the “Stoughton route.” However, none of the upgrades can 
take place under the “Stoughton route” until all of the permits are obtained, which could take up 
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to eight years. A phased approach allows construction to begin as the permitting process 
continues for the “Stoughton route,” ensuring a smoother start to Phase 2 of the project. 


The South Coast cannot wait until 2030 for rail service. The early service “Middleboro route" 
would bring rail service to the South Coast faster and at a better cost, while continuing to 
advance the preferred “Stoughton route.” For these reasons, and many more, I fully endorse the 
phased “Middleboro route” approach to the South Coast Rail Project. 


Please do not hesitate to reach out to me with any questions or concerns. Thank you for your 
attention to this important matter, 


Sincerely, 


fied doy 


Michael J. 
STATE SENATOR 


@he Common(vealth of Massachusetts 
MASSACHUSETTS SENATE 
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March 20, 2018 


Secretary Matthew A. Beaton, EOEEA 
Attn: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) 


EEA #14346 i | 
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 
Boston, MA 02114 é 5 
a 
Dear tary: : 





The Full Build Project will pose a detrimental disruption to the towns in the region. In Stoughton, the rail line would run 
in close proximity to residential neighborhoods, a school, and local businesses. In Easton, the rail line would run through 
the areas in and around the North Easton Village, a nationally recognized historic district. In both of these instances, the 
required infrastructure would severely impact the aesthetics of the downtown districts, all but negating the substantial 
investment that both the town themselves and the Commonwealth have invested in revitalization efforts. In addition, 
while the proposals do call for sound barriers and other noise mitigation measures, these plans fall far short of what 
Stoughton, Easton, and Canton consider sufficient. Therefore, additional noise mitigation efforts would be mecessary, 
particularly in areas of high population density. 


Secondly, the Massachusetts Department of Transportation acknowledges in the Draft Supplemental Environment 
Report that the Phase 1 (Middleboro Alternative) impacts to state and federal wetland resources will be dramatically 
less significant than the potential impacts posed by the Full Build Project. This poses considerable concerns regarding 
the impact of the Full Build Project, given the proposal to build a two-mile railroad trestle over the Hockomock Swamp. 
While Phase 1 of the project will not require the procurement of any Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act (WPA) 
variances, it has been estimated that the Full Build Project will require nine WPA variances, suggesting notable effects 
on the area wetlands. 


in order to protect the safety of the region's residents, to preserve the integrity of downtown historic districts, and to 
mitigate the environmental impacts while still providing commuter rail access to the South Coast, | urge you to support 
the Middleboro Alternative as the long-term solution for the South Coast Rail Project. 
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Should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. Thank you for your time and your 
consideration. 


Sincerely, 
WALTER F. TIMILTY 


State Senator 
Norfolk, Bristol & Plymouth District 


Meier, Julia 





To: Chabot, Trey 
Subject: RE: [External] FW: Cape Cod Commuter Rail Service in the South Coast Rail Study 


From: Glenn Cannon [mailto:gcani Icape 

Sent: Thursday, February 08, 2018 9:26 AM 

To: Fox, Jean (DOT) 

Cc: Kersten, James A. (DOT) 

Subject: Cape Cod Commuter Rail Service in the South Coast Rail Study 





Hi Jean, 


Do you have a summary for the impact that the South Coast Rail Study has on Cape Cod (please see the inquiry 
below from the Cape Cod Times), 





Thanks 


Glenn Cannon 

Director of Technical Services 
3225 Main Street, P.O. Box 226 
Barnstable, MA 02630 

(S08) 362 - 3828 


From: Genter, Ethan [mailto:egenter@capecodonline.com] 
Sent; Wednesday, February 07, 2018 5:29 PM 


To: Glenn Cannon <gcannon@capecodcommission.org> 
Subject: SCR 


Hey Glenn, 


| am reading through the DSEIR that MassDOT just released and see a few Cape Cod mentions. | wanted to get your take 
on what it means for us down here, if anything at all. 

I've only read about halfway through but it sounds like the Middleboro secondary route is the preferred Phase 1 route, 
which seemed like it was what most Cape people were hoping for. 


‘ll be around tonight and tomorrow if you get a chance. 


Cheers, 

Ethan Genter 

Reporter, Cape Cod Times 
enter@capecodonline.com 
508-916-0409 





This message may contain confidential and/or privileged information. If you are not the intended recipient or authorized to 
receive this for the intended recipient, you must not use, copy, disclose or take any action based on this message or any 
information herein, lf you have received this message in error, please advise the sender immediately by sending a reply e- 
mail and delete this message. Thank you for your cooperation. 
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TOWN OF EASTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 


Office of the “Joun Administrator 


March 1, 2018 


Matthew A. Beaton 

Secretary, Energy and Environmental Affairs 
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 

Boston, MA 02114 


Re: South Coast Rail - Easton, Massachusetts 


Dear Secretary Beaton: 


These comments are submitted on behalf of the Easton Board of Selectmen in response to the 
Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (DSEIR), South Coast Rail Project Phase | 
filed with the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs. At a meeting held on 
February 26, 2018 the Board of Selectmen voted its continued opposition to the Stoughton 
alternative altogether and expressed its support of the Middleboro alternative as the long-term 
solution to provide commuter rail service to the South Coast. 


The Town of Easton, through the Board of Selectmen, have documented in past comments its 


concerns the impacts the Stoughton Alternative will have on the town, Those concerns remain 
and are summarized here: 


196 £lu Street, Voth Huston, oof o2asd ( 508 ) 230-0570 jax (so8 ) 230-0919 








Enclosed with this letter are copies of the comment letters previously submitted and which detail 
the Town's concerns and the mitigation measures necessary to protect the safety of Easton's 
residents, preserve the integrity of Easton's nationally recognized historical districts and protects 
the nascent revitalization of Easton's downtown. 


Thank you for your consideration of Easton's concerns. We ask that the Middleboro Alternative 
be the permanent solution to providing the South Coast to Boston connection. 





nd? Read 
own Ackministralor 


enclosures 


cc: Easton Board of Selectmen 
Senator Walter F. Timulty 
Senator Michael D. Brady 
Representative Claire D, Cronin 
Representative Shaunna O'Connell 
Stephanie Danielson, Director of Planning & Economic Development 
David Field, Director of Public Works 
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CONNOR READ 


Acting Town Adminigtratar 


TOWN OF EASTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 
(S08) 80-015 10 


Ins (508) 846-05 10 
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156 Elm Street 
North Easton, MA 08346 








TOWN OF EASTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 


Offiae of the Town At dmiinisheaton 


DAVID A. COLTON 


Town Administrator 
Apnil 3, 2017 September 27, 2016 
Matthew A. Beaton 
Matthew A. Beaton 


Secretary, Energy and Environmental Affairs 
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 Boston, 
MA 02114 


Re: South Coast Rail - Easton, Massachuset(s 
Dear Secretary Beaton: 


These comments are. submitted by the Easton Board of Selectmen (Selectmen) in response to the 
Notice of Project Change filed for the South Coast Rail project with the Executive Office of 
Energy and Environmental Affairs. At a meeting held on April 3, 2017 the Selectmen voted its 
continued opposition to the Stoughton alternative altogether and expressed its support of the 
Middleboro alternative as the long-term solution to provide commuter rail service to the South 
Coast. The Middleboro altemative achieves the goal of providing commuter rail service to Fall 
River and New Bedford at a lower cost and with less environmental impact, 


The Town of Easton, through the Board of Selectmen, has documented in past comments its 
concerns that the impacts the Stoughton Alternative will have on the town. Those concems 
remain and are summarized here: 


« The existing Main Street overpass will not accommodate double-decker train cars and 
would need to be reconstructed so that there is no material grade change along Main 
Street itself, An at-grade crossing or an improved overpass with a significant rise from 
current grade is not acceptable. Either would negate the economic boost this area is 
realizing as 4 result of the millions of revitalization dollars invested by the town and 


Commonwealth: 24.05 


« The activated rail line and its attendant catenary wires, signaling and crossing 
infrastructure will have a severe visual impact on the town, especially the historic 
districts in and around North Easton Village. As noted in the previous bullet the town has 
spent millions of dollars revitalizing this area, with significant assistance from the 
Commonwealth, Impacts to these histore districts would need to be appropriately 
mitigated. 


* Sound bariers and other noise mitigation measures would be required in areas of high 
residential density along the line, in addition to the locations proposed in the Final 
Environmental Impact Report (FEIR), 


Enclosed are copies of the comment letters detailing these concerns and the mitigation measures 
that would be necessary to protect the safety of Easton's residents, preserve the integrity of 


Secretary, Energy and Environmental Affairs 
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 


Boston, MA 02114 
Re: South Coast Rail — Easton, Massachusetts 
Dear Secretary Beaton: 


During the recent public input session on the South Coast Rail project, MassDOT representatives 
provided an update on the progress of the project. The audience was informed design and 
permitting for the Stoughton Alternative would continue at the same time sleps would be taken 
to develop the Middleboro Altemative. Just prior to the session staff was told the Middleboro 
Altemative was intended to be a temporary option that would allow access from Fall River/New 
Bedford to Boston sooner than the projected date for completing the Stoughton Altemiative. 
During the session, MassDOT representatives did would not commit one way or another when 
asked outright if the Middleboro Aitemative might replace the Stoughton Altemative. 


Ata meeting held September 26, 2017 the Easton Board of Selectmen voted unanimously 
its opposition to the Stoughton alternative and support the Middleboro alternative as the 
preferred option. 


In addition to reiterating the concems the town AS cepresace | in peeyics comment Lester as 
yaaa ae here is n that mity as ler t oas 





Should the Stoughton route continue to be preferred, the town believes the SouthCoast Rail will 
cereale significant impacts thal will need to be addressed and mitigated: 


* ‘The Main Street overpass must be reconstructed so that there is no material grade change 
along Main Street itself. An at-grade crossing or an improved overpass with a significant 
rise from current grade is not acceptable, Either would negate the economic boost this 


1 
136 Elm Street, Easton, Mot 02356 (508) 230-0510 fax (508) 230-0519 devlton@ caston.ma.us 
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TOWN OF EASTON 


MASSACHUSETTS 


Office of the Town Fdmintatrator 





DAVID A. COLTON 
Town Admislstrater 


January 28, 2014 


Jean C, Fox 

Project Manager, South Coast Rall 
Massachusetts Department of Transportation 
10 Park Plaza, Suite 4150 

Batten, MA O2116 





Dear Ms. Fox, 


Thenk you for meeting with us last week to discuss our outstanding concerns relative to the South Coast Rall 
Project. During the meeting Chalrwoman Corona, Planning Director Anderson and | summarized measures 
we see os critical to addressing the important outstanding unmitigated Impacts on our community from the 
proposed South Coast Rall project. 


First, the Town sought and recelved confirmation that the rall line will pass underneath Malin Street with no 
material grade change along Malin Street itself. Since neither an at-grade crossing nor significantly ralsing the 
Main Street Bridge is acceptable to the Town we are pleased to learn that the 18’ 6" clearance required for 
electrification will not adversely Impact the Main Street crossing. 


Relsted to our first concern, the activated rall line and Its attendant catenary wires, signaling and crossing 
Infrastructure would have a severe visual Impact on the town, especially the historic districts In and around 
Hanh Easton vl liege, recent years the town has spent millions of dollars revitalizing this area, with 

he Commonwealth, — partnering In the restoration of the Ames Shovel Works as a 
mixed- home residential complex, acquiring the Governor Ames Estate as a community park, and rebullding 
Main Street, among other efforts, While we appreciate your assurances that all appropriate measures will be 
taken to lessen the impact we remain skeptical, particularly about the Impact. onthe historic H.H. Alchardson 
traln station, which currently houses the Easton Historical Society. 





Since overhead wires forthe traln seem to be a foregone condusion, mitigating the Impact should Include 
moving existing utility wires underground at other historically significant locations In North Easton Village, 
and by guaranteeing high-quality materlals and design for train-related structures — Including a smaller North 
Easton Village station and platform congruent with abutting historic resources —and by working with the 
Town on the design and placement of landscaping and of traln-related Infrastructure Including fencing, 
catenary poles, signal bowes, and traffic barriers. We understand a smaller platform would require state and 
federal Walvers, but balleve they are worth pursulng so that this area of critical historic importance Is not 
comprom|sed by a raised, 800 foot long platform. 


Second, Washington Street's (Route 138) Intersections with both Elm Street and with Union Street have both 
been Identified as high crash locations with recommendations for traffic signals In the 2007 Easton State 
Numbered Routes Study, performed by Old Colony Planning Council (OCPC). Because of safety concerns at 


i 
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TOWN OF EASTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 


Office of the Foun Admintsteator 


DAVLD A, COLTON 


Adcalpistrator 
October 25, 2013 


Alan Anachecka-Nasemann 

Senior Project Manager 

Regulatory Division, Permits and Enforcement Branch 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

696 Virginla Road 

Concord, MA 01742-2751 


Secretary Richard K. Sulllvan 

Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affalrs 
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 

Boston, MA 02114 

Attn MEPA Office: Purvi Patel 


Re; NAE-2007-00698 
EEA # 14346, South Coast Rall Draft Environmental Impact Statement/Report 


Dear Mr. Anacheka-Nasemann and Secretary Sullivan: 


The Town of Easton Is writing to provide comments on the Final Environmental Impact 
Statement/Report (FEIS/FEIR) for the South Coast Rall project. Selection of the 
Stoughton Electric Alternatlve as the LEDPA will result In significant impacts on the Town 
of Easton, While the FEIR/FEIS provided a great deal more Information than the 
DEIR/DEIS, the full impact of the project will not be known until the design phase of the 
project commences. Therefore, the Town of Easton expects to be integrally Involved In, 
design phase. The following comments highlight the Town's most critical concerns. 


The FEIR/FEIS discusses the measures the MBTA will take to ensure public safety at 
grade crossings, The measures are both physical and educational. Physical measures 
Include gates ({ designed to break away for emergency vehicles as necessary), bells, 
signage and markings, Illumination, sounding horns, relocation of utility poles as needed 
and guardrails as needed, Education measures will be conducted during design and 


early construction: 


South Coast Rail FEIR/FEIS Review — e 


196 Elm cNineet, aston, lof o2gs6 (508) 290-0510 fax (504) 2390-0519 déoltan'@ caiton.maua 


6S-L 





The FEIR/FEIS generally does not propose additional Infrastructure to support bicyclists 
or pedestrians Indicating that most of the Infrastructure needed to support bicyclists or 
pedestrians currently exists and will not be Impacted by the project. However it does 
propose pavement markings and signage Improvements atthe Main, Lincoln and 
BarRight-of-Way Streets intersection. 


Comment 

The FEIR/FEIS propases to install new traffic signals at Route 138 and Union Street and 
Route 138 ond Elm Street and signal timing adjustments at the intersection of Route 138 
and Roche Bros, Plaza and the intersection of Route 138 and Route 123. A Jocal 40R 
development project Includes enhancing the intersection of Route 138 and Route 123 to 
address safety ond troffic issues. The report also indicates improvements to facilitate 
vehicular movement ond pedestrian trove! ot the Main Street and Center Street 
intersection will be provided. The Town of Easton belleves it Is essential, due to existing 
congestion and harords ot the Union Street and Elm Street intersections, thot the signals 
be Installed and that the proposed Improvements ot the intersection of Main Street and 
Center be made, 


The FEIR/FEIS projects 240 and 180 bicycle/pedestrian trips per day respectively at the 
North Easton station and the Easton Villoge station, The FEIR/FEIS stotes the majority of 
the infrastructure needed to support pedestrian and bicycle access to both proposed 
stations exists currently and would not be adversely impacted by the change in number 
of pedestrians and bicyclists. Currently sidewalks do not exist along route 138, 
dedicated, marked or even shared bicycling lanes do not exist along 138 and bicycle 
maneuvering markings at intersections do not exist. 


The Eostan Village Station is proposed to be o “kiss ond drop" station and is not Intended 
togccommodate commuter parking. It is unrealistic to expect that commuters will not 
park on the surrounding streets and In the area parking lots. Mitigation needs to Include 


installation of signage ond funding for enforcement activity. 


The Town of Eoston asked for additional detolls about traffic calming mentioned in the 
DEIS/DEIR and commented thot MassDOT, in coordination with regional transit 
providers, should work to expand or create bus routes to the new rall stathans. The 
Response to Comments states MassDOT will work with the Town of Easton during the 
design phase to determine what measures will be taken, 


Visual 


South Coast Rati FEIR/PETS Review , |) 


historical properties are Immediately adjacent to the RIGHT-OF-WAY or in very close 
proximity. Homes on Arthur, Holmes, Linden and King Street will all be affected by the 
sound!ng of horns and the Idling of trains entering and standing at the Easton Village 
Station, Since de-activation of the old rall line new homes have been constructed In 
close proximity to the abandoned RIGHT-OF-WAY, 


The Town of Easton commented In the DEIR/DEIS that no whistles or horns be sounded 
at grade crossing. The FEIR/ FEIS notes that sounding horns at crossings provides the 
highest degree of protection against vehicular/train collisions, but does reference an 
option for reducing traln horn nolse impacts under FRA regulations (49 CFR Parts 222 
and 22) which would allow “qulet zones” at grade crossings to be established with the 
addition of other safety measures to offset the use of horns. The Town of Easton 
understands this mitigation alternative requires numerous government agencies, 
Including the local municipality to work together, but would expect MassDOT to actively 
assist the Town In the process of establishing these zones. 
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Table 4.2-3 Stoughton Alternatives: Land Acquisition Indicates Easton willi lose .2 acre 
(one parcel), plus another 1,1 acre (one parcel) for Traction Power Facilities associated 
with the Stoughton electric alternative. In another section It states 0.50 acre of 
conservation land in the Hockomock Swamp ACEC (consisting of 0.50 acre of the 
Southeast Regional Vocational Tech School sports fields), in and owned by the Town of 
Easton However, the Response to Comments states that Easton conservation land 
would not be acquired for the Stoughton or Whittenton Alternatives, The FEIR/FEIS, as 
quoted above, clearly Indicates public lands will be acquired in: Easton. 





Comments 
The FEIR/FEIS needs to be revised and clearly Indicote whether Easton public apen space 
will need to be acquired and how that acquisition will be mitigated. 


Natural Resources / Wetlands 

The FEIS/FEIA Indicates wetland resources were confirmed through ANORAD filings. As 
noted In the report, the Easton Conservation Commission did not confirm the resource 
Breas and @ superseding Order of Resource Area Dalineation was Issued by Mass DEP 


Comment 

The Superseding Order of Resource Area Delineation upheld the Easton Conservation 
Commission confirmation of only the following wetland resource areas within the META 
right-ofwoy: Bordering Vegetoted Wetlands, Vegetated Wetlands, Land Under Water 
and Bank. Bordering and Isolated Land Subject ta Flooding resources were not 
confirmed, as they were not represented on the ploy by field survey and were only rough 
estimotes of the limits of these resource areas. Resource oreos outside the right-of-woy, 
but with!n the 100" buffer zone of the right-of-way were not shown on the plans and thijs 
were not confirmed, The Conservation Cammissian expects the plans that will be 


South Coast Rail FEIR/PEIS Review 
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* The proposed project does not involve any components that would result in the 
contamination and subsequent disuse of drinking water wells, 


The air quality analysis described In Chapter 4.9 demonstrated that the oerlal 
deposition of diese! engine train emissions ls not a substantial source of pallution 
of water resources (wetlands) becouse of the very law concentrations of 
pollutants In the vicinity of the train track 


Comment: 

Caples of the VMP and YOP need to 52 provided to the Town each yeor for review and 
approval. Under no clroumstance saoulc herbicides be applied within the wellhead 
protection areos. 


Condusion 

The Town of Easton Is extremely concerned about the potentlal impacts associated with 
the Stoughton Alternative, As noted above, this alternative will have significant impacts 
regarding public safety and to the Town’s natural and built environment, We belleve the 
concerns that have been expressed in this letter must be fully addressed, 


Please feel{ree to contact me if you have any questions. 
I i j 


a 
incerely, | ip poy 
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| eM \j has 4 
David Colton ‘ ; 
Town Administrator a 


Ce; Ken Kimmell, Commissioner DEP 
Karen Adams, U.S, Army Corps of Engineers 
Jean Fox, MassDOT 
senator Brian Joyce 
Senator Thomas Kennedy 
State Representative Angelo D'Emilla 
State Representative Clalre Cronin 
State Representative Christine Canavan 
Raynham Selectmen 
Stoughton Selectmen 
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October 25, 2013 


Alan Anachecka-Nasemann 

Senior Project Manager 

Regulatory Division, Permits and Enforcement Branch 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

696 Virninla Road 

Concord, MA 01742-2751 


Secretary Alchard K. Sulllwan 

Ewecutve Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs 
100 Cambridge Street, Sulte 900 

Boston, MA02114 

Atth VEPA Office: Purvi Patel 


Rei NAE-2007-00698 
EEA # 14346, South Coast Rall Draft Environmental |mpact Statement/Report 


Dear Vr. Anacheka-Nasemaan and Secretary Sullivan: 


The Easton Historical Commission ts writing to provide comments on the Final Environmental impact Statement/Report 
(FEIS/Fi!R) for the South Coast Rall project. The Town of Easton |s well-known for its rich historic past, The Town has four 
Nationa) Register Districts and one Local Historle District, Selection of the Stoughton Electric Alternative a5 the LEDPA hag 
the ablity to significantly impact to Easton's Alstorical and cultural resources. The followlngcomments are provided for 
your corsideration, 


Historie Resources 
The historical areas with documented and potential adverse impacts Include: 

# The North Easton Historic District with about 160 properties and 6 historic landscapes - the report Indicates that 
the rail bed and associated features in this historic district Is also National Register eligible as a contributing 
property. 

® The potential National Register District in the Holmes-Linden Street area with 78 properties. 

« The potential National Register District that includes the Center Street and Jenny Lind Street neighborhoods with 
approximately 343 properties. 

These trree neighborhoods taken together form a rare, mostly Intact 19” century industrial village, 


Outside of North Easton there are two other potential historic districts: 
® The Easton Center Olstrict with 120 properties. This area Includes buildings that once formed the clvic and religious 
heart of the town. 
® The Hayward-Pool Neighborhood with the remains of the Poo! family Instrument company and historic farms and 
cranberry bogs. 


While the Easton Historical Commission applauds the level of detall in the current report and Its attempt to quantify 
historic, visual, nolse, and Vibrational impacts, we wish to state at the outset that not all value can be expressed In dollars 
and that where a dollar analysis and aesthetics or historical value conflicts |t may ba worthwhile to Incur reasonable 
additional costs. 


Fencing from Elm Street to Maln Street should be appropriate to the 19" century focus of the histaric district, 
Chain link should be replaced with a wrought iron fence (or a similar pattern with modern metal materials). Nearby 
examples of this type of fancing are avaliable at Unity Close, the Lincoln Street intermediate School, and Spring 
Hill. 


Street lighting In the North Easton Historic District should be In keeping with the North Easton Revitalization plan 
for replica 19° century lights. 


Due to the impact of the catenaries in an electric alternative and the restructuring of the bridge at Maln Street in 
any alternative, the META should agree to finance the buryingof electrical and telephone lines within the North 
Easton Historic District, (THE LATEST ITERATION OF WAYNE'S IDEA. HE ORIGINALLY SUGGESTED only ALONG THE 
ROUTE OF THE MAIN STREET REVITALIZATION, SOMETHING OF A COMPROMISE WOULD BE MAIN STREET, OLIVER 
STREET, AND MECHANIC 5T./SULLIVAN AVE. ONE MIGHT THINK A STHONG CASE COULD BE MADE FOR THE LATTER 
TWO STREETS AS THEY PARALLEL THE CATENARIES.) 


in general the EHC requests that all crossing equipment be as unobtrusive as possible in the North Easton 
Historical Olstrict commensurate with fs function for safety and the elimination of the use of hors. The EHC will 
be asking for mitigation of avoldable nolse pollution from train horns throughout Easton In the nolse pollution 
section of this memorandum, 


Salety needs for a no horn approach may limit options to reduce the visual Impact of the crossing at Oliver Street. 
However, the EHC would like to propose that signaling equipment be located north of the crossing at Oliver Street 
rather than on the south side near the historic station. Further the EHC would request that the Bx@ shed or “signal 
bungalow” required at the crossing should be constructed In a material consistent with the surrounding historic 
bulldings. Stone or stone veneer would be appropriate tf the shed were located near the Handle Shop, If wood Is 
the material of choice, tt ts believed that the Historical Soclaty has a photograph of a small crossing guard shed that 
might be an appropriate model, 


The EHC requests that crossing equipment at Elm Street meet the same requiremonts as those for Oliver Street 
although modem crossing signal equipment, #f located north of the crossing could be screened by landscaping 


Rather than a high fullength covered platform at the proposed station In North Easton Village, a single-car-length 
covered platform with an ADA-compllant switehback ramp — as Is used at several other MBTA commuter rail 
stations on the Needham Line, for example might be more appropriate. During rush hours all the traln doors are In 
use, while during lower-ridership times only doors at the platform are in use (meaning the MBTA needs fewer stalf 
to monitor tickets and such during those times|. This smaller platform option might havea less Intrusive Impact on 
the surfound!ng historic resources. 

THIS |S WAYNE'S EXCELLENT (DEA. HE HAS AN EXAMPLE WHICH HE SENT TO YOU YESTERDAY. 


The proposed new station would Include a canopy, @ pedestrian ramp and a high level platform on the western 
sloe of the track, The EHC requests that any canopy be constructed In the design and materials of the original 
canopies that Were attached to the H. H. Alchardson Old Colony Railroad Station. Any detailing of the platiorm c¢ 
ramp that could de-emphasize Its modern appearance or enhance @ Late Victorian effect such as a wrought Iron 
ralling would also help minimize the visual impact of the new station. 


Chapter 4.5 notes that "a passenger drop-off location would be provided at tha historic train depot parking lot east 
of the tracks.” The Easton Historical Soclety belleves Itself In possession of a letter fram the MBTA that states their 
lot will not be used, This issue of use and its magnitude needs to be addressed. The EHC and the Historical Society 
belleve that neither the issue of parking /*Orive and Orop” at the Old Colony Rallroad Station nor parking and 
traffic. on the streets adjacent to it have been adequately addressed. This ls an Issue of both visual Impact and 


safety 





TOWN OF EASTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Office of the Tloun Admintatrator 


DAVID A. COLTON 
Town Adminttrator 


May 27, 2011 


Alan Anachecka-Nasemann 

Senior Project Manager 

Regulatory Division, Permits and Enforcement Branch 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

696 Virginia Road 

Concord, MA 01742-2751 


Secretary Richard K. Sullivan 

Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs 
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 

Boston, MA 02114 

Attn: Aisling O'Shea, MEPA Office 


Re: EEA W 14346, South Coast Rail Draft Environmental impact Statement/Report 
Dear Mr. Anacheka-Nasemann and Secretary Sullivan: 


The Town of Easton is writing to provide comments on the Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement/Report (DEIS/DEIR) for the South Coast Rail project, While the Information 
provided in the DEIS/DEIR does not seem to clearly demonstrate that project 
alternatives within the Stoughton corridor are the Least Environmentally Damaging 
Practicable Alternative (LEDPA), In the DEtS/DEIR, the Massachusetts Department of 
Transportation (MassDOT) identifies the Stoughton family of alternatives as the 
preferred corridor for the project. The selection of an alternative within this corridor as 
the LEDPA would have significant Impacts on the Town of Easton. As the DEIS/DEIR only 
provides summarized information for each project alternative, we request that the Final 
EIS/EIR be required to provide additional, detailed Information on project impacts and 
mitigation measures. Please see below for our comments to specific concerns we have 
at this point. 


Public Safety 

Project alternatives within the Stoughton corridor will result in ten new at-grade 
crossings, many with limited visibility, or Iine-of-site. These proposed crossings are 
safety hazards for motorists and pedestrians. During operation, these crossings may 


L9-L 


Other Visvai bmpacts Along the Rovie 
Away from the old station and shovel works Easton Is @ suburban and rural community with many historic homes that are 


: ! = 
listed on the National Register or, based on numerous surveys including the present one, are ellgible for the Register. 136 Elm Street, Easton, MA 02956 (508) 290-0510 fax (508) 230-0519 dooltan@ saston.maus 
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* Traffic calming measures In North Easton Village - Although the DEIS/DEIR 
assumes that most riders will either walk or bike to this station, there will be a 
significant increase in teaffic, vehicle queuing, and related parking issues during 
peak travel times. The DEIS/DEIR does indicate that traffic calming measures will 
be provided for this location. We request that the FEIR/FEIS provide more detall 
on these measures. 

* Expand public transportation connections =(n coordination with regional transit 
providers (e.g., BAT), MassDOT should work to expand existing routes or create 
new routes to new rall stations. 


Visual 

The Stoughton corridor bisects both local and national historic districts that are home to 
many of the Town's most significant historic and architectural landmarks such as the 
Ames Shovel Works complex, historic railway station, Oakes Ames Memorial Hall and 
the Ames Free Library. The DEIS/DEIR states on page 4.5-39 that, “adverse impacts to 
the visusl environment in the vicinity of the new Easton Village station would be 
substantial”. The FEIR/FEIS should Include plans that show a full-grade separation at 
Main Street with no visual Impact resulting from any vertical or horizontal realignment 
of the tracks and detalls on how the new station will be sensitively Incorporated Into the 
historic fabric of this area, The DEIS/DEIR also acknowledges there will be visual Impacts 
to residential neighborhoods and open spaces along the corridor. While the DEIS/DEIR 
provides Information on how visual impacts may generally be addressed with fencing or 
grade separation, we request the FEIR/FEIS provide specific measures to address these 
visual Impacts. 


Noise and Vibration 

Portions of the Stoughton corridor run through dense residential neighborhoods in the 

North Easton Village area, Many homes, commercial and historical properties are 

immediately adjacent to the ROW orin very close proximity. Further, since the de- 

activation of the old rall line, new homes have been constructed In close proximity to 

the abandoned ROW. In order to fully understand and mitigate for noise and vibration 

Impacts, we request the FEIR/FEIS include the following: 

® |dentify afl properties that will be impacted by the noise and vibration generated by 
the train. The list of Impacted areas In the DEIR/DEIS Is missing several streets and 
Individual properties. 

* Create a baseline assessment of existing historic structures; follow-up with a 5-year 
assessment to determine if there are vibration Impacts 








The rail line is located immediately adjacent to the Zone | wellhead protection area and 
is within the Interim Wellhead Protection area and Zone |i wellhead protection area of 
three of the six wells that supply Easton's drinking water. Any adverse Impact to these 
wells could have a devastating effect on the Town’s ability to provide an adequate water 
supply to Its residents. Several water bodles within Easton would also be receptors of 
aerial deposition of diesel exhaust. The FEIR/FEIS should: 


* Demonstrate, in detail, how the project will fully comply with Massachusetts 

Stormwater Management regulations. 

Prohibit the use of herbicides within the Town's Aquifer Protection District. 

Establish a Performance Guarantee against potential releases of Olls or Hazardous 
Materials that result in the contamination and subsequent disuse of any or all of 
Easton's s drinking water wells. The amount of the guarantee should be equal ta the 
cost of obtaining drinking water from another source (e.g. advancement of new 
wells; purchase of water from another supplier) and should be Increased by an 
amount annually that reasonably anticipates increases to sald cost, 

* Provide for a 2-year pre-construction period of water quality testing and analysis to 
establish baseline conditions of the water bodies that would be receptors of aerial 
deposition of diesel exhaust. This baseline analysis should be followed by a five-year 
assessment to determine any Impacts. 


The Town of Easton is extremely concerned about the potential impacts of the project 
alternatives within the preferred Stoughton corridor. As noted above, the preferred 
alternatives will have significant impacts In regards to public safety and to the Town’s 
natural and built environment, The DEIS/DEIR does not provide sufficient Information 
about the potential impacts of the project, nor does |t offer specific mitigation measures 
to help offset these impacts. We belleve these issues should be fully addressed and 
vetted during the public FEIR/FEIS process. 


Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 






David Colft 
Town Administrator 


Cc: Ken Kimmell, Commissioner DEP 
Karen Adams, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Kristina Egan, MassDOT 
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Office of the Board of Szleatmen 
196 El Si veet 
oNowk Faston, oWassachusetis oza5d 


Decernber 29, 2008 


lan A. Bowles, Secretary 

Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs 
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 

Boston, MA 02114 


RE: Response by Easton Board of Selectmen to South Coast Rail ENF 
Dear Secretary Bowles: 


As the Commonwealth of Massachusetts struggles to balance its budget while continuing to provide 
basic services in a deteriorating economic climate, we understand how difficult it is to balance 
competing priorities, The Governor's transportation agenda is one such example, While we fully 
respect his commitment to expand commuter rail service to Fall River and New Bedford through the 
Stoughton Alternative, it will only further strain state financial resources and result in irreversible — but 
avoidable - environmental damage. Accordingly, we urge you to support the selection of Altemative 
44, as outlined in the November 2008 South Coast Environmental Notification Form prepared for the 
sais Office of Transportation, as the only viable and practicable alternative for the South Coast 

] Project. 


Altemative 44, Bus Rapid Transit in Dedicated Lane to South Station via Route 24, Route 128 and 
Southeast Expressway HOV Lane, would fulfill the Governor's commitment to expand transportation 
options for Southeastern Massachusetts and offers the best alternative by fully meeting the 

of MEPA/NEPA while resulting in the least environmental impact. It is our hope that the 
U.S, Army Corps of Engineers and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, under their joint review 
euthority of section 404(c) of the Clean Water Act, will concur with our contention that Alternative 44 
is the only option that fully meets all conditions of the CWA, 


As clearly stated in the EPA Guidelines at 40 CFR 230.10(a), “no discharge of dredged or fill material 
shall be permitted if there is a practicable altemative to the proposed discharge which would have less 
udverse impact on the aquatic ecosystem, 30 long as the alternative does not have other significant 
adverse environmental impacts." It would: 


e Provide public transit between New Bedford/Fall River and Boston; 

® Make the best use of existing transportation infrastructure while minimizing potential 
environmental impacts; 

® Utilize an existing transportation corridor on Route 24; 

¢ [rmprove operations on Route 128 with a new dedicated HOV bus lane; 


Cela fshows 505-890-0501 


Gax 508-290-0919 
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Town of Fairhaven 
Massachusetts 


Office of the Town Administrator 
40 Center Street 
Fairhaven, MA 02719 


Tel: (506) 878-4023 





Fax: (508) 979-4079 
salecimen@Fairhaver-MA.gov 
AeCEIVED 
March 19, 2018 yang 28 
Secretary Matthew A. Beaton, EOEEA MEPA 


Att MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) 
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 
Boston, MA 02144 


Dear Secretary Geaton, 





The primary reason the Board of Selectmen support Phase | is that it will provide for rail service to 
Fairhaven and New Bedford by 2022 compared to 2032 for the “Full Guild” scenario which Phase | 
complements and enhances. 


Having reliable and regular commuter train service from Fairhaven and New Bedford to Boston is cnitical 
forthe economic growth of the region and has been delayed for much too long atime. Phase Lis a viable 
project that provides for a realistic time frame for finally bringing much needed commuter rail service to 
Fairhaven and New Bedford. 


On behalf of the Fairhaven Board of Selectmen, 





Town Admiiistrator 


Ce: Fatrhaven Board of Selectmen 
Senalor Mark Monlipny 
Representative William Straus 
Jean Fox, MassDOT, Ten Park Plaza, Room 4150, Boston, MA 02116 
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City of Fall River 
Massachusetts 
Office of the Mayor 


JASIEL F. CORREIA IT 
Mayor 


March 23, 2018 


Secretary Matthew A. Beaton, EOEEA 
Attention: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) 
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 
Boston, MA 02114 


RE: South Coast Rail DSEIR 


Secretary Beaton: 





ae ct, The ph ased appros ch to South Coast Rail i im ideniontatice wil accele rate com mencement af 
service to the South Coast region and begin providing tremendous benefits to Fall River. Business 
development along the rail line and surrounding the proposed station sites is already underway in 
anticipation of this amenity. 


As a Gateway City, Fall River offers the Metro Boston area access to a large labor pool, an attractive, 
market rate housing stock, and natural resources which combine to create desirable economic 
expansion opportunities. The proposed 2022 start date will allow the Commonwealth to see a return on 
the South Coast Rail investment at least eight years ahead of the full build schedule. 


While lam disappointed that the Phase 1 Plan does not include the full-build, station site at Battleship 





activities, 


Thank you for your continuing efforts to bring commuter rail service to the South Coast. Fall River looks 
forward to the Phase 1 completion and we are here to help you with any local approvals or project 
activities. Please do not hesitate to contact me for assistance. 


Regards, 





=Mayor of Fall River 


CC: Jean Fox, MassDOT 


One Government Center * Fall River, MA 02722 
TEL (508) 324-2600 * FAX (508) 324-2626 * EMAIL mayor@ifallriverma.org 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Steve Camara <steve@stevecamara.com> 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2018 6:04 PM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Cc: Fox, Jean (DOT); South Coast Rail (DOT) 
Subject: South Coast Rail Project 


RE: Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (DSEIR) 


| submit this statement as my testimony to the public input on the Draft Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Report (DSEIR). 








As a Fall River City Councilor, serving as Chair of the City Council's Committee on Health and 
Environmental Affairs, | align myself with the perspective of Taunton's Mayor Hoye and MA 

State Senator Marc Pacheco as well as those elected officials from Middleborough who have 
testified in opposition to the Middleborough route. 





Social and economic justice requires a cleaner, safer and more direct route to Boston from the 
South Coast cities of Fall River, New Bedford anc Taunton via clean electric trains via 
Stoughton. 


Thank you for accepting my testimony. 


Steven A. Camara 

Fall River City Councilor 
One Government Center 
Fall River, MA 02722 
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City Of 
Fall River, Massachusetts 
Office of City Council 







CAL Er City of Fall River 
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he Fy Massachusetts 
: —\ City Council 
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Secretary Matthew A. Beaton, EOEEA Leo O, PELLETIER 

Attn: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) City Councilor 

EEA #14346 

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 March 23, 2018 


Boston, MA 02114 


Dear Secretary Beaton, 





two phase approach ae significan nt t time ile cost vines: which make near-term as commuter rail 
service to the South Coast a real possibility. 


Fall River residents have long awaited improved access to job opportunities in the metro Boston area. 
This improved access combined with the local economic development opportunities offered by South 
Coast Rail will be significant drivers of Fall River's economic future. Similarly, the city’s housing stock is 


‘rimed for the investment that will undoubtedly accompany new commuters who are looking far 


affordable housing solutions, Further, the recently published Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact 
‘eport demonstrates the environmental benefits of expanded commuter rail service to the South Coast. 


For the reasons stated above, | ask that Phase | of South Coast Rail stay on schedule for its anticipated 
November 2022 completion date. 


29.01 


Sincerely, 






Stephen R. Long 
Fall River City Councilor 


Jean Fox 

MassDOT 

Ten Park Plaza, Room 4150 
Boston, MA 02116 


Dear Mrs. Fox: 


As you know, the South Coast Rail Project has been discussed for decades and 
the South Coast is one of the fastest growing areas in Massachusetts and 
improved transportation access could increase economic development and job 
creation. 


The existing highway network connecting Fall River to the Boston area is 
inadequate for the needs of tacay, causing traffic congestion and safety 
concerns, and the commuter rad ances hes been a key factor in major 
development and redevelopme projents. acrobs ‘Massachusetts. 


For these reasons, and more, #s youve forward eae sas next spirm of 


il lgakelad Pee Lwould fis. 40 at 5-04 





Not aly will t alheer: for conveniGht; : iow Sat ms tothe rest e Basten ithiout 
driving, but it will also allow for more employment opportunities for our residents. 


| believe that the proposed South Coast Rail Project is greatly needed by our 
citizens and as such offer my support of this great opportunity for our city. 


DP truly ay, 
Leo O. Pelletier , 
City Councilor tc 


Cc: Members of the City Council 
Larry Pare 


One Government Center » Fall River, MA 02722 
TEL (508) 324-2233 « FAX (508) 324- -22% A SNAIL city_council @fallriverma.org 
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FW: Letter - MassDOT South Coast Rail Page | of 1 


FW: Letter 


Sarah Paritsky <SParitsky@reginavilla.com> 


FA S/o e018 145 OM 


foMassDOT South Coast Rail <SoutnloastRallmidotstate.ma.us>; 


attachments (79 KB) 


SCR latter 2018032317142, pdf, 


From: Fox, Jean (DOT) Jean.Fox@dot.state.ma.us> 

Sent Friday, March 23, 2018 1:33 PM 

To: Nancy Farrell <nfarrell@reginavilla.com>; Sarah Paritsky <SParitsky @reginavilla,com> 
Cc: Colon, Rick (DOT) <rick.colon@state.ma.us> 

Subject: FW: Letter 


Town of Freetown (whew!). 





From: Ali Golz (mailto: AliGoz@freetownme 
Sent: Friday, March 23, 2018 11:56 AM 
To: Jean Fox ; Fox, Jean (DOT) 

Cc: David DeManche 

Subject: Letter 


Good Morning Jean, 

! hope all is well. Attached, please find the letier you requested, We had Lisasign it’ Lf you need them 
al) (majority) to sign it please let me know and [ will have them do it at their meeting on Monday night. 
Thanks, 


Alt Golz 

Admunistrative Assistant 
Board of Selectmen 
Town of Freetown 
508-644-2202 Ext | 
Faxt 508-644-3342 


htips://oullook.office365.com/owa/SouthCoastRailia@idot.state.ma.us/?viewmodel-ReadMe... 3/29/2018 
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TOWN OF FREETOWN 


OFFICE OF THE 


BOARD OF SELECTMEN 


3 North Main Street - P.O, Box 438 
Assonet, Massachusetts 02702 
Tel: (508) 644-2201 
Fax: (508) 644-3342 


March 22, 2018 


Secretary Matthew A. Beaton, EOEEA 
Attn: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) 

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 
Boston, MA 02114 


Dear Sirs: 

Please find this letter in response to the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report 
(DSEIR) for South Coast Rail Phase 1 Report issued on January 31,2018, The Freetown 
S0ar OF Seer lez < Tea 2 econe of work en i = | H si 





The success of this project is critical to the economic vitality of the Town of Freetown, The 
availability of commuter rail service will allow for the development of the Riverfront Business 
Park which is owned by Churchill and Banks. The Riverfront Business Park is a significant 
economic development project in Freetown and will be mixed-use 
commercial/industrial/residential community. Stop and Shop, a major local employer in 
Freetown, will benefit from the ability to provide its workers with affordable transportation 
between Freetown and Boston as well as other locations along the route. The availability of rail 
service to Freetown will increase the employment pool and allow Stop and Shop to attract a 
qualified and highly skilled worker, This project will promote and enhance the active partnership 
between Freetown and Stop and Shop. 


Finally, the availability of commuter rail will be a significant step forward for the residents of 
Freetown and surrounding communities who are commuting to Boston (and other locations in 
route) as well as for the workers commuting to these two economic development projects in 
Freetown, As a clean and green alternative to vehicular traffic, this project will reduce traffic an 
Routes 24, 79 and 140 and reduce the carbon emissions emitted by cars on the commute to 
Boston and other locations. 


Thank you for the opportunity to submit our comments on this important regional project. 
Sincerely, ) 


. / /\ As} 

Tale fa / OCNLer— 
Lisa Pacheco, Chairperson 
Robert Jose, Selectperson 
Charlies Sullivan, Selectperson 


Ce: Ms. Jaan Fox, MassDOT 
file 


EOF: 





Coun of Lakeuille 
Toum Office Building 
346 Bedford Street 
Lakeville, Massachusetts 02347 


March 30, 2018 


Secretary Matthew A. Beaton, EOEEA 
Attn: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) 

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 
Boston, MA 02114 


RE: Draft Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Report Comments— South Coast Rail 


Dear Secretary Beaton: 


This letter is in response to the notice of the extended public commer permsxd for the Draft 
Supplemental Environmental Imyaet Report for South Coast Rail Phase 1 Project. 





Secretary Matthew A. Beaton March 20, 2018 
RE: Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report Page 2 


If you have any questions or would like further information, please do not hesitate to contact our 
office at 508 946-8803. 


Sincerely, 
\| “2 


— 


Aaron Burke, Chairman 
Lakeville Board of Selectmen 


ec: Jean Fox — MassDOT 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Selectman Allin Frawley <afrawley@middleborough.com> 
Sent: Friday, March 23, 2018 11:32 AM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Cc: Fox, Jean (DOT) 

Subject: South Coast Rail comments 


Dear Secretary Beaton; 


I would like to start out saying that I fully support the construction of the South Coast Rail and 
fully support the original and ‘Preferred Option’ plan for an electric rail along the ‘Stoughton 
Route’. 

My main opposition to this recycled ‘Middleborough secondary line’ proposal is based on 

the total exclusion of Middleborough in the planning of this alternative, and the complete lack of 


positive impacts for our Town, indeed the ‘Phase 1’ plan does not fulfill any of the ‘Project 
Goals’ for the entire “Middleboro Alternative Corridor’’. 


For well over two years I have been asking to be a part of this planning process, I would have 
much rather worked with MADOT/SCR on this plan rather than fight against it. 

My requests went unanswered, while this plan moved forward. 

In fact, this ‘plan’ came about without any input from the local Regional Planning Agency, 
SRPEDD. 

The South Coast Rail Task Force has not met in over two years... 


Why wasn’t SRPEDD, or the Task force consulted with, or included in, planning process? 

Why weren’t the local municipal Boards consulted in the Planning Process? 

What was gained by excluding the 4 municipalities that make up this corridor in the planning 
process? 

How does the ‘Middleboro Alternative’ achieve any of the Project Goals for the communities of 
East Taunton, Berkley, Lakeville or Middleborough? 

There are 5 at Grade crossings in the 7 miles, with 26 trains a day, you are adding 130 at grade 
train crossings a day, to this corridor, with no traffic mitigation. Lights and signals do not 


constitute traffic mitigation. 
Currently those at grade crossings are used twice a day... 


The idea that the Cotley Junction Station in East Taunton will serve Taunton is a flagrant 
misrepresentation. The reality is people don’t drive south to board a north Bound Train. 
Taunton will not be served by this station. 


The Pilgrim Junction Station has multiple issues. 

SCR is reducing the number of parking spots, 800 at the current location to 500 at the new 
station. You are reducing the opportunities for commuters to use this train. 

Let me be clear, you are reducing the number of commuters that can access this train. 


1 
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32.08 


32.09 


32.10 


32.11 


32.12 


32.13 


32.14 


That move is in direct contradiction of ‘mass transit’. 


A reduction of parking spots not only discourages transit ridership, it reduces the current 
opportunities of economic growth and harms the current businesses in the area. 
Again, this proposal does not spur economic growth, it diminishes current economic activity. 


The DSEIR states “There is no existing concept plan for potential TOD at the Pilgrim Junction 
Station’. 


And there are no opportunities for ‘smart growth’. 


This proposal places the entrance to the station at the intersection of 105/495, and 350 yards 
away from the 105/28 intersection. 

After an extensive 1-day traffic study on a beautiful day in June, MADOT rated this intersection 
of 105/28 as deficient. MADOT goes on to state that even after mitigation the intersection will 


remain deficient. 
This is simply not acceptable. 


This proposal ignores the traffic impact of the neighboring Middleborough 

Rotary and ignores all the economic potential of surrounding areas identified in the South Coast 
Rail Economic Development and Land Use Corridor Plan. 

You are ignoring your own report!! 


This Station is proposing a parking lot that will cover approximately 71% of the site with 
impervious materials. 

That parcel is in a WRPD Zone (2) that prohibits that type of cover. 

This is an important recharge resource for a municipal well, 


How does MADOT plan to reconcile the project with that restriction? 

From the section onsite Selection Criteria, the report states ‘As a phased service it is critical that 
the infrastructure developed as part of Phase 1 provide future use and long-term benefits as well 
as independent utility even when the full build is realized.’ The plan for the station at Pilgrim 
Junction is in direct contradiction to this statement. 

When J look at the Public transportation benefits for Middleborough, I don’t see any... 

This does not improve mobility, there is a decrease in parking availability and it is sited in an 
already deficient traffic corridor. 

I don’t see how this location will lower any accident rates, the introduction of this station 350 
yards from an intersection that is already ranked in the ‘Top 100 Crash locations’. This does not 
bode well for the future. 

This proposal does not ‘Foster a more loveable community’. The new station parking lot 
threatens our municipal water supply and cripples with traffic, yet another access point to our 
community. 
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This proposal is being called ‘Phase |’. 
vitae : a Pecan ii Reser term ore 





[ understand the support for this from other communities, the South Coast has been neglected 
and deprived of mass transit for too long. 

But this is a bad idea, this is a bad proposal, and this ‘alternative’ only provides inferior rail 
system that will disenfranchise nders and communities. This plan ultimately will be the end of 
the full build. 

This is a second-rate political solution, not a practical one, 

The South Coast deserves better, 


All Frawley 
Chairman, Board of Selectmen, 
Middleborough, Ma 02346 


Thanks, 

Allin 

When responding, please be aware that the Massachusetts Secretary of State has determined that 
most email is public record and therefore cannot be kept contidential. 
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February 20, 2017 


Secretary Matthew A. Beaton 

Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs 
Attn.: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) 

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 

Boston, MA 02114 


Dear Secretary Beaton, 


| write to offer comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Report concerning Phase One of 
the South Coast Rail project, Which MassDOT released on January 31, As | have consistently 
stressed since | first took office, the South Coast Rail project would be an important investment 
in Greater New Bedford. As numerous studies over the last twenty years have indicated, a direct 
transit link between New Bedford and Boston would provide opportunities for many residents of 
our region to benefit from Boston's burgeoning economy. 


How widely those benefits are realized, of course, will be directly proportional to the length of 
the trip from New Bedford to Boston. While the generally preferred route, the so-called 
"Stoughton alternative," would offer a shorter trip and therefore a greater economic impact to the 
region, given the significant projected costs of that route and the need to secure a considerable 
number of additional permits, it is unrealistic to believe that the Stoughton line could be 


extended to New Bedford i in the near future, For these reasons, |_believe that 1 phased approach, 





. Under the ohased eiteh, center to MassDOT, 
approximately 85% of the cost of the Middleboro route would be associated with project 
elements common to both routes. The overall lack of duplication in the two phases would make 
it easier to justify the construction of the Stoughton route in the future. 


| appreciate the Baker-Polito Administration's thoughtful effort to making this approach work. It 
will have several implications for the operation of passenger rail service and the economic 
competitiveness of the region. Three points come to the fore. 


First, MassDOT should establish express nonstop service from New Bedford to Boston for at 
least one daily trip each way. Express service has worked well on the Worcester line to Boston, 
and would be even more necessary on the considerably longer Middleboro route from New 
Bedford, Otherwise, the commute will be too long for New Bedford area residents to sustain. 


City HALL * 133 WILLIAM STREET - NEW BeEororo, MA 02740 + TEL: (508) 979-1410 - FAx: (508) 991-6189 
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ong ete," 2 7 : =pairs Boe fo eae these and other 
important state obligations have not been included i in discussions of the region’s capital 
investment needs, Rather than a "silver bullet" development project, South Coast Rail should be 
considered one of a number of major public assets that support Greater New Bedford's economic 
development strategy. This outlook will be especially important once the inevitable demands 
begin for the construction of the Stoughton route in the years ahead. 


Thank you for your consideration of these comments. 


Mie 


ec: Sen. Mark Montigny 
Rep. Antonio F.D. Cabral 
Rep. Robert Koczera 
Rep. Christopher Markey 
Rep. Paul Schmid 
Rep. William Straus 


aes of 


itchell 





Office of Chey Coal 
133 William Sineut 2 eve Bedford, Massachusetts 02740 
TEL: 508-979-1455 « FAX: 508-979-1451 


Councillor at Large 
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March 22, 2018 


Secretary Matthew A. Beaton, EOEEA 
Attn: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) 

EEA #14346 

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 
Boston, MA 02114 


Mr. Patel: 









ed 






Le ee 


ae apporuialiiee 2 c cael = tourism ridotieas fe not st only N Nae Bedford, b at t for the Greater 
Boston area as well. 


This service will also help to bring affordable housing to the Greater Boston Area and additionally, 
provide a host of economic opportunities to areas of the “Southern Triangle” of New Bedford, Fall 
River and Taunton that have been promised rail service for far too long. 


For all of the above-stated reasons, I am encouraging that the “Phase 1” stage of the SouthCoast Rail 
Project stay on schedule for its anticipated November 2022 completion date. 


Thank you for your time and consideration. 


ie Cf krow 


lan Abreu, 
Councillor at Large 


TA: rr 
cc: File 


Residence: 273 Aquidneck Street * New Bedford, Massachusetts (2744 * TEL: 508-496-4335 
Email: lan. Abreu @newbedford-ma.gov 
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Cily of New Bedford 


Office of City Council 
133 William Street = New Bedford, Massachusetts 02740 
TEL: 508-979-1455 * FAX: 508-979-1451 


March 23, 2018 


Secretary Matthew A. Beaton, EOEEA 
MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) 

100 Cambridge Street 

Suite 900 

Boston, MA 02114 


Dear Secretary Beaton: 


{ am writing you today to provide comment on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (DSEIR) filed by the 
Massachusetts Department of Transportation with the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act office. 


SouthCoast Rail continues to be a top economic development priority for me given the potential to improve mobility for our 
residents, businesses and visitors through a connection with Boston and other municipalities on the route, all while 
strengthening regional real estate markets. 





sopport the immediate siveeccearet of , prjost thet prviion service to Fall River, New Bedford neil Tanmion with at least 
three peak-period AM and PM trips for each City, | urge MassDOT to advance a design that provides a one-seat nde of 90 
minutes or less. | recognize the positive environmental impact this project will have due to the reduction in automobile 
greenhouse gases —as anticipated by the 7 million trips over the first eight years of service. 


1 further support the DSEIR. because of the anticipated 2022 completion date. | support the expedited approval of this report 
and for early action construction to begin in the next construction scason. 


Establishing commuter rail service would result in new residential units, Increased commercial development, the creation of 
both short-term and long-term jobs, higher land values, and an associated increase in local property tax revenue. An immediate 
and clear mutual benefit is that SouthCoast rail service will provide the people and employers of Greater Boston with much 
better access to our skilled labor force and comparatively affordable priced housing stock, and much needed employment for 
the SouthCoagst’s working families. 

1 unequivocally support the plan outlined m the Drafi Supplemental Environmental Impact Report. The expeditious 
advancement of this project will improve the quality of life and economy of an entire region in 8 manner that protects the 
environment. 

Please feel free to contact me if [ can provide any assistance. 


Sincerely, 


Boyh © Kase. 


Hugh C. Dunn, Esq., 
Councillor Ward Three 


HCE: oF 


cc: File 


Residence: 24 Logan Street * New Bedford, Massachusetts 02740 = TEL: 508-817-1808 
Hugh. Dunn@ newbedford-ma.gov 


KP LAW 


10) Arch Sereet, Boston, WA 02) 10 
Tel: 617.556.0007 | Bae 617.654.1735 





The Leader in Public Secrar Ligne worwle-plaw.com 
March 22, 2018 act X. Pucci 
Puccagik-plaw.com 

Wein 554-1718 





Secretary Matthew A. Beaton, EOEEA 
Attn: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) 

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 
Boston, MA 02) 14 


Re: Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report 
South Coast Rail — Phase 1 Project 


(Town of Stoughton) 


Dear Secretary Beaton: 


This firm serves as Town Counsel to the Town of Stoughton (“Town” or “Stoughton”), We 
respectfully submit this comments letter on behalf of the Town in response to the Draft 
Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (“DSEIR”) filed by MassDOT on January 31, 2018, 
proposing 4 “phased approach” for the South Coast Rail Project, by extending service from the 
Middleborough Lakeville Line to New Bedford, Fall River and Taunton using active freight rail 
corridors. 


The Town previously submitted extensive written comments on what MassDOT is now 
referring to as the “Full Build Project” proposing electrified high speed rail through Stoughton and 
points south. The Town's written comments are dated October 25, 2013 and are repeated and 
incorporated herein by reference in order to preserve the Town's continued objection to the 
Stoughton Electric project in the absence of adequate mitigation, Also, as noled on numerous prior 
occasions, continued uncertainty with respect to MassDOT's plans is having a detrimental effect on 
the economic development and revitalization of Stoughton's downtown, with businesses refusing to 
commit to a revitalized downtown while the continued threat of the so-called “Full Build Project” 


remains pending. 


On November 1, 2013, then EOEEA Secretary Richard K. Sullivan, Jr. issued a Certificate of 
the Secretary of Energy and Environmental Affairs on the Final Environmental Impact 
Statemen/Report for the Stoughton Electric preferred alternative, finding that the project adequately 
and properly complied with MEPA. Following the timely service of a notice of intent to commence 
an action appealing the Certificate pursuant to 301] CMR 11,14(1), the Town filed a lawsuit 
challenging the MEPA Certificate in Suffolk Superior Court, on January 22,2014. The Town's 
litigation has been stayed until February, 2019, [t continues to be the Town's hope that MassDOT 
will either discontinue plans for the Stoughton Electric project, or in the alternative, will at least 
engage in a meaningful effort to reach an agreed mitigation plan with the Town. [fnot, the Town 
will be left with no option other than to advise the court that the litigation must proceed when the 
case is next scheduled for a status conference on February 14, 2019, [tis respectfully noted that 


KP Law. PC, | Boson © Hyannis © Lenox * Normhampton * Worcester 


Clk 





KP| LAW City of Taunton 


Office of the Mayor 





Secretary Matthew A. Beaton, EOEEA 
Attn.: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) icae Hoye, Jr 141 Oak Street 
March 22, 2018 8 Temporary City Hall 
Page 2 Taunton, MA 02780 
Alyssa Haggerty Tel, (508) 821-1000 
MassDOT cannot proceed with the “Full Build Project” unless and until it obtains a successful Chief of Staff Fax (508) 821-1005 
resolution of the Town's lawsuil challenging the MEPA certificate for the Full Build Project. 
Gill E. Enos 
Budget Director 
VIA EMAIL 
Email Correspondance sent to: purvi.patel(@state.ma.us 
March 23,2028 
Secretary Matthew A. Beaton, EOEEA 
Atti: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) 
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 


There are strict time limits for commencement of construction of a MEPA-approved project 


Boston, M.A 02114 


required under your regulations, at 301 CMR 11.10(1), Allowing MassDOT to characterize the fax: 617-626-1181 

newly selected Middleborough route as a “phased approach” as a means to enable it to leave the | . 

Stoughton Electric project on the table indefinitely is unfair to Stoughton, and is inconsistent with RE: NPC South Coast Rail Public Comments 
the time limits for commencement of construction of a MEPA-approved project required under 

JOLCMR 11.1001), Therefore, the Town respectfully requests that you vacate the November |, 2013 Dear Secretary Beaton, 


Certificate approving the Stoughton Electric preferred alternative. If MassDOT seeks to revive the 
Stoughton Electric project al some time in the future, it should be required to re-start the MEPA 
process on that project at that time, anew. The grounds for this request are particularly compelling 
under the circumstances of this matter, where MassDOT's stated intent to pursue the Stoughton 
Electric project at some indefinite time in the distant future is obstructing the Town's carefully- 
formulated town planning efforts for smart growth and revitalization of its downtown. 


In the alternative, the Town urges MassDOT to engage in a meaningful dialogue with the 
Town to formulate a mitigation plan to address the Town's concerns. Any assistance which you or 
your staff can provide to foster a productive dialogue would be appreciated. 








SouthCoast Rail will assist in providing not only access to Boston, but also provide access to those that 
Very truly yours, m7 walt to work i in our wey. 
a en \ a 37.04 ” ea = 
George X. Pucci 
GXP/ekh 
cc: Town Manager = — = — — 
* Rail to Boston is arn to eealihing the connection peewee Boston and Seatheeaern Masieseinoneate 


Jean Fox, MassDOT (by electronic mail — Jean,Fox(alstate.ma.us) 
BUSSHO2ES 4000! o Commuter rail service to the South Coast was discontinued in 1958 afler more than 100 years of 


continuous service to the region. 
oO Fall River, New Bedford and ‘Taunton are the only cites within 50 miles of Boston not linked to 
the extensive MBTA Commuter Rail network. 


eZ-L 


o The Stoughton option will connect four cities through the Stoughton line and serve approximately 
4,570 new daily riders on a 75-minute nde between Fall River and South Station and 4 77-minute 
ride peuwerss New Bedford itand South Station, 


Patel, Purvi (EE 


* Inaddition to 5 the many economic reasons to resume rail service to Southeastemm Mass possibly the biggest From: Fox, Jean (DOT) <Jean.Fox@dol state.ma.us> 





is that of soctal justice, that all our residents have ve egal access to our iransportation system, Cea iank: Baek roeeeyt 97, 2018 17:47 AM 
. | aL LETT d ' : Cc: Sarah Paritsky (Regina Villa Associates); Rick Carey (rcarey@vhb.com); 
‘Michael Stoffel’ (mstoffel@HNTB.com); Nancy Farrell (Reginavilla); Patel, 
Purvi (EEA) 
Subject: RE: RE: 
. 
e Good morning — 


Thanks for your note. Hope all is well. 


lam adding this email to the comments related to the DSEIR. 





Jean C. Fox 
' ’ Project Manager, South Coast Rail 
Thank you for your time and consideration. If you have questions please feel free to contact me directly at 508- MassDOT 
sec 10 Park Plaza, Suite 4150 
85/-368-8853 


857-600-8791 (cell) 





Mayor of Taunton Sent: Thursday, March 01, 2018 11:16 AM 
To: Fox, Jean (DOT) 
Subject: RE: 


Jean, 
It was encouraging to hear Governar ome ane mi commitment to eth 1 af ie pony oes 
38.01 ! ¢.at the eas DD 





Best regards, 


Alan Slavin, Clerk 
BoS, Wareham 
On Feb 27, 2018 10:58 AM, "Fox, Jean (DOT)" <jean.fox@state.ma.us> wrote: 


lt would be great to have you, Please feel free to send in any comments. 


| 
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Jean C. Fox 

Project Manager, South Coast Rail 
MassDOT 

10 Park Plaza, Suite 4150 
857-368-8853 


857-600-8791 (cell) 


From: Alan Slavin [mailto:aslavin@wareham.ma.us] 
Sent: Tuesday, February 27, 2018 9:42 AM 

To: Fox, Jean (DOT) 

Subject: 


Will try and make it 


Akan 


Disclaimer 


The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the 
recipient and others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that any 
disclosure, copying, distribution or taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited 
and may be unlawful. 


This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast 
Ltd, an innovator in Software as a Service (SaaS) for business. Providing a safer and more useful place for your 
human generated data. Specializing in; Security, archiving and compliance. To find out more Click Here. 


Disclaimer 


The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the 
recipient and others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that any 
disclosure, copying, distribution or taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited 
and may be unlawful. 


This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast 
Ltd, an innovator in Software as a Service (SaaS) for business. Providing a safer and more useful place for your 
human generated data. Specializing in; Security, archiving and compliance. To find out more Click Here. 


Secretary Matthew A Beaton, EOEEA 
February 26, 2018 
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February 26, 2018 
39.06 
Secretary Matthew A. Beaton, EFORERA 
Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affiirs 
Att: MEPA Office - Purvi Patel - EEA#14346 39.07 
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 
Boston, MA 02114 
Re: South Coast Rai! Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (DSEIR) 
EEA #14346 39.08 
The Greater Attleboro-Taunton Regional Transit Authority (GATRA) has reviewed the Draft 
Supplemental Environmental impact Report (DSEIR) relative to scope changes for the proposed 
39.09 
39.10 10. All ) ion it Authonities (RT As) are willi ist as it relates to 





We appreciate the opportunity to comment on this document and look forward to reviewing 
future iterations relative to the proposed South Coast Rail Project. 





ec; Jean Fox, MassDOT 
R. Morgan, GATRA 
SRPEDD 





10 Oak Street, 2nd Floor, Taunton, MA 02780-3950 * Plone (508) 823-8828 * Fax (508/824-3474 » TOO (S08) 824-7439 
www. gatra.org 
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FINGER LAKES RAILWAY CORP. 
PO .BOX 1099 
GENEVA,NY 14456 
Phone: G15) 7814234 Fax: G15) 7812505 


March 23, 2018 


Secretary Matthew A. Beaton 

Massachusetts Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs 
Attention: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) 

EEA #14346 

100 Cambridge Street 

Suite 900 

Boston, MA 02114 


Re: South Coast Rail Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (DSEIR} 
Dear Secretary Beaton: 


Finger Lakes Railway Corporation [FGLK] is a Class III railroad that operates 167 miles 
of track in central New York State and is a bidder seeking to operate, maintain, dispatch, 
manave, lines owned by MassDOT and located in Southeastern Massachusetts under the 
terms of COMMBUYS Bid#: BD-17-1030-0T100-0T281-14754. If FGLK were to be 
the successful bidder, FGLK may have operations that use tracks that are also used by 
MBTA South Coast Rail trains. 


A modal shift from truck to rail is one way that the Commonwealth of Massachusetts can 
meet its environmental goals, [tis important to ensure that the South Coast Rail 
passenger operations do not make rail freight operations less competitive, with a resulting 
offset the environmental benefits coming from the expansion of MBTA operations. 


FGLK has three major concerns, 
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FGLEK is looking forward to sharing trackage and dispatching South Coast Rail trains if 
we are selected as the winning bidder of the MassDOT operations. 


Sincerely, 


_— 


—_—_. Pd 


Michael V. Smith 
President 


cc: Jean Fox 
MassDOT 
Ten Park Plaza 
Room 4150 
Bosion, MA 02116 
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Old Colony Planning Council 






Pasquale Ciaramella 
Executive Director 
Telephone: (508) 583-1833 
Fax: (508) 559-8768 

Email; mformation@ocperpa.org 
Website: www.ocperpa.org 


Frank F Steffier 
President 


70 School Street 
Brockton, M.A 02301-4007 


March 21, 2018 


Secretary Matthew A. Beaton 
Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs (EQEEA) 
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 


Boston, MA 02114 


Attention MEPA Office: (Purvi Patel), EEA No. 14346 
Dear Secretary Beaton, 


Old Colony Planning Council (OCPC) has reviewed the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact 
Report (SDEIR) submitted for the South Coast Rail Project (EEA #14346). MassDOT filed the SDEIR 
for Phase 1 in order to advance the option of providing service serving both New Bedford and 
Fall River using the existing Middleborough Commuter Rail Primary and Secondary Lines (the 
Middleborough Alternative) while at the same time continuing with Phase 2 to design, permit 
and construct the Stoughton Electric final phase project. 


A phased implementation will allow the MBTA to serve the region sooner via Phase 1 while 
continuing to work with the agencies and the public to design and build the full service. South 
Coast Rail Phase 1 would provide service from New Bedford, Fall River and Taunton to Boston 
using the Middleborough Primary Line and Middleborough Secondary Line. For Phase 2, 
MassDOT will continue to advance the full Stoughton Electric (preferred alternative) design, 
which consists of new track and stations between Canton Center and Cotley Junction. 


Importantly, Old Colony Planning Council recognizes that the region is well served by the existing 
Old Colony Commuter Rail Service and believes that the provision of Phase 1 South Coast Rail 
service sooner via the Middleborough Alternative would increase and expand the numerous 
benefits of the rail service by connecting the Gateway Cities of Brockton, Taunton, Fall River and 
New Bedford via commuter rail. Such a connection would provide for increased transportation 
mobility options and provide for enriched access to healthcare, academic and educational 
institutions such Bridgewater State University (BSU), and cultural destinations as well. As part of 
the South Coast Rail Phase 1 Middleborough Alternative, OCPC supports and requests that 


Page 1 of 3 
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MassDOT consider a prior request from the towns of East Bridgewater and West Bridgewater to 
locate and maintain a new MBTA Commuter Rail Station along the town’s joint boundary. OCPC 
also notes its support and requests that MassDOT make improvements to the pedestrian and 
bicycle accommodations in and around the Campello MBTA Commuter Rail Station in Brockton. 


The South Coast Rail is consistent with the major planning efforts and documents of the Old 
Colony Planning Council (OCPC). Specifically, the Old Colony Planning Council Regional Policy Plan 
encourages the creation of concentrated, mixed use developments; expanded housing 
opportunities; the preservation of open space; the provision of transportation choice; all of which 
have the potential to increase the number of jobs and business opportunities. In addition, the 
Policy Plan supports projects which promote the use of public transportation rather than the 
Single Occupancy Vehicles (SOV). This project has the potential to provide communities with 
various smart growth opportunities, reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and therefore, is 
consistent with the planning objectives of Old Colony Planning Council. The Old Colony 
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) identifies the 
need for passenger rail service to the South Coast Region as well as to the Cape Cod Region. 





Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the Draft Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Report for the South Coast Rail Project Phase 1. Should you have any questions or require 
additional information, please contact me at your convenience. 


Sincerely, 


ae Casall 
Pasquale Ciaramella 
Executive Director 


cc: 


Federal and State Legislators 

OCPC Region Chairs, Chief Elected Officials 

OCPC Region Chairs, Planning Boards 

OCPC Delegates and Alternates 

Ms. Stephanie Pollack, Secretary and CEO, MassDOT 

Ms. Astrid Glynn, Rail and Transit Division Administrator, MassDOT 
Ms. Jean Fox, South Coast Rail Project Director, MassDOT 

Mr. Lionel Lucien, Public/Private Development Unit, MassDOT 
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Mr, Derek Krevat, MPO Liaison, MassOOT Planning 

Mr. Reinald Ledoux, Jr., Administrator, BAT 

Mr. Frank Gay, Administrator, GATRA 

Mr. Erik 8. Rousseau, Administrator, SRTA 

Ms. Mary Beth Mello, Region 1 Regional Administrator, FTA 
Mr. Ronald Batory, Executive Director, FRA 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Timothy Cole <Tcole@baycoastbank com> 

Sent: Wednesday, March 21, 2018 5:39 PW 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Cc: Fox, Jean (DOT) 

Subject: Letter of Support for Phase [ of South Coast Rail 
Attachments: Letier of Support for Phase | of SCR - Tim Cole.pdf 
Ms. Patel, 





continued 


my person Lemen ing forward 


Sa pleasure meeting you in person, and | look forward to 





of the South Coast Rail project. It wa 


cooperation on this vital project. 
Best regards, 


Tim Cole 
Vice Chair, Rail to Boston Coalition 


Timothy Cole 
Commercial Lending 
BayCoast Bank 

330 Swansea Mall Drive 


. Swansea, MA 02777 


508-235-9541 
toole@ baycoastbank. com 
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Secretary Matthew A. Beaton, EQEEA 
Attn: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) 

FEA #14346 

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 
Boston, MA02114 


3/21/18 


Dear Secretary Beaton, 


The following is a transcript of my remarks at the March 19" South Coast Rail 
meeting in the City of Taunton: 


My name is Tim Cole. | am the Vice Chair of the Rail to Boston Coalition anda 
resident of Fall River. 


| want to start off by thanking the Baker Administration, Secretary Pollock, as well 
as the MEPA & DOT staff for making South Coast Rail a top priority. Thanks to 
your efforts the future is looking brighter on the South Coast, 


So 2022 —| for one am looking forward to It. 


We have all heard about the benefits of reconnecting commuter rail to the South 
Coast from access to jobs, local development, opening up our housing markets, 
and improved environmental impacts. 


But we also know that there are legitimate concerns about the project. 


lf you have concerns, The Rail to Boston Coalition wants you to share them. 
Understanding your concerns leads to a better planning process. 


On February 21st Secretary Pollock asked that we on the South Coast work 
together to develop consensus on the future of South Coast Rail, Developing 





consensus means that you must be willing to listen to concerns and develop 
solutions together. 


So what does Consensus look like for South Coast Rail? What do we need to do to 
ensure that this long needed investment helps each of our South Coast 
communities? 


In these public forums we have already heard some important concerns. 
Here are some examples: 


® From Lakeville & Middleborough we learned there are concerns about 
station parking access, storm water mitigation and intersection 
improvements. We have also learned that there are concerns about the 
future of the existing station and surrounding developments. Based on my 
experience, DOT will gladly work with you to develop solutions. 

® We have learned that some people are afraid that SCR will prevent further 
expansion of the Cape Cod Flyer. DOT representatives stated clearly in the 
Dartmouth forum that Phase 1 will not interfere with future expansion of 
the Cape Cod Flyer. Furthermore, The Rail to Boston Coalition will gladly 
support efforts to improve this complementary rail service. 

¢ We have learned that abutters are concerned about noise and vibration 
pollution. Let’s work together to make sure that DOT understands your 
concerns so they can develop the best mitigation plans possible. 

* Taunton residents are disappointed that there is no downtown station in 
Phase 1. That station will have to wait until the Full Build construction Is 
complete. We understand the frustration. We suggest that the City of 
Taunton and MassDOT protect the future downtown site and, in the 
meantime, work with GATRA to provide direct service to the new East 
Taunton Station. It will take more work to ensure that the Downtown 
Taunton station gets built in the future and The Rail to Boston Coalition is 
committed to helping with that work. But, please consider this —Phase | 
does not slow down progress on the Downtown Taunton station, but in the 
meantime your neighbors to the south will be able to enjoy 7 million trips 
north during Phase I. 
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| hope that officials in Lakeville, Middleborough, and Taunton will continue to 
engage the process. If we work together to develop solutions to all of our 
concerns about Phase I, | have no doubt that we will be back here building 
consensus for Phase Il in just a few more years. 


Sincerely, 





Timothy Cole 


Vice Chair, Rail to Boston Coalition 
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SouthCoast Development 
Partnership 

151 Martine Street 

Fall River, MA 02723 

P: 508-910-9816 

E. SCDPi@umassd.edu 
soulhcoasipartuership. org 





March 23, 2018 


Secretary Matthew A, Beaton 
EOEEA 

MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) 
100 Cambridge Street 

Suite 900 

Boston, MA 02114 


Dear Secretary Beaton, 

We are writing you today to provide comment on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact 
Report (DSEIR) filed by the Massachusetts Department of Transportation with the Massachusetts 
Environmental Policy Act office. 


The SouthCoast Development Partnership is a business-led coalition that represents the largest 
employers, non-protit, and higher education institutions in the SouthCoast region, SouthCoast Rail 
continues to be a top economic development priority for this Partnership due to its ability to 
improve mobility for our residents, businesses and visitors through a connection with Boston and 
other municipalities on the route, all while strengthening regional real estate markets. 





outlined in the DSEIR. We same the soiuitedate Ripaccahert of, al proj ct that provides service to 
Fall River, New Bedford and Taunton with at least three peak-period AM and PM trips for each 
city, We urge MassDOT to advance a design that provides a one-seat nde of 90 minutes or less, 

We recognize the positive environmental impact this project will have due to the reduction in 
automobile preenhouse pases — as anticipated by the 7 million trips over the first 8 years of service. 


We further support the DSEIR. because of the anticipated 2022 completion date. We urge for the 
expedited approval of this report and for early action construction to begin in the next construction 
season, 


Establishing commuter rail service would result in new residential units, increased commercial 
development, the creation of both short-term and long-term jobs, higher land values, and an 
associated increase in local property tax revenue. An immediate and clear mutual benefit is that 
SouthCoast rail service will provide the people and employers of Greater Boston with much better 
access to our skilled labor force and comparatively affordable priced housing stock, and much 
needed employment for the SouthCoast’s working families. 


We unequivocally support the plan outlined in the DSEIR. The expeditious advancement of this 
project will improve the quality of life and economy of an entire region in a manner that protects 
the environment, 


L8-L 


Please contact SCDP Executive Director, Hugh Dunn, with any questions at (508) 910-9816 
or hdunn 1 (@umassd.edu. 


Sincerely, 


SouthCoast Development Partnership Co-Chairs: 


q key fend Nave Slutz 
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SRPFDD. Southeastern Regional Planning and Economic Development District 
. 88 Broadway © Taunton, MA 02780 * Phone (508) 824-1367 * Fax (508) 823-1803 


March 22, 2018 


Secretary Matthew A. Beaton, EOEEA 
Attn.: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) 

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 
Boston M4 02114 

* Vio Email: Purvi.Patel@state ma.us * 


Dear Mr. Beaton: 





At the March 6 and 19 DSEIR meetings in Dartmouth and Taunton, many more people seemed to be of 
the opinion, a5 residents, that we are essentially being offered a “take it or leave it” (Phase 1 
Middleborough Altemative or nothing) proposition, with the suggestion that inferior rail service to Fall River 
and New Bedford by the somewhat earlier deadline of 2022 (90+ minute ride, less sustainable diesel, on 
an already overtaxed Middleborough/Lakeville line), will somehow offset and compensate for the loss of 
a key central station in downtown Taunton, quicker travel times into Boston, and higher ridership of the 
preferred Stoughton route. ‘Alternative’, is typically another way of saying “instead of", after all. 


EROSION OF PUBLIC TRUST 


in seeking to reassure doubters, MassDOT representatives have been stressing at public meetings of late 
that the agency has no intention of abandoning work on Stoughton, offering as ‘proof’ the explanation 





Unfortunately, it would appear since the last round of NPC public meetings, there has been a yet further 
erosion of public trust. 
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Letrer to Matthew Beaton Letter to Matthew Beaton 


Page 2 Page 4 
EQUITY IN SERVICE/EQUITY IN BENEFIT? economic, environmental and equity-oriented returns that have long been promised; namely, the 
Stoughton preferred route. 


With thanks to MassDOT and the Commonwealth for its past and continuing support of the region 
Sincerely, 
—. f / j /) 
“L e/ 
a th AL 
oil 


Jeffrey Walker, AICP 
Executive Director 


cc: Jean Fox, MassDOT 


ghton route. Among 
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IN CLOSING 


On behalf of the SRPEDD Commission, such are but a few of our comments and questions relative the 
recently filed DSEIR for the Phase | Middleborough Alternative, inclusive of our and many others’ 
concerns that it will end up being the only phase completed. For if there is indeed destined to be only 
one commuter rail phase that is ultimately Implemented for Southeast Massachusetts, it is our hope, 
along with countless others across the region, that it will be the on/y one which stands to offer the full 


A Mass Audubon 











45.02 
Advovaed Dendriment 
208 Sooth Great Foad, Lincoln, MA D7 7s 
731.259, 2172 hricci@massaudubonorg 
The Certificate also required that: 
Niarth 23, 2048 The DSEIR should evaluate Low Impact Development (LID) practices to manage 
stormwater at proposed stations, and parking areas such as: smaller parking stalls 

Secretary Matthew Beaton and circulation lanes; porous pavement; pavement disconnection versus traditional 
Spare Cifing af Bucciv aad Bavinoaaiedtal Athuck curb and gutter drainage; retention of existing mature non-invasive plants; 
‘Arce MEPA Office BY <a exfiltrating bioretention in place of raised traffic islands; and tree box filters. It 
100 Custer Aad Street, Suite 900 should identify where and how LID measures have been incorporated into the project 
Boston. MA ii 14 design and operation. 
Via Email: 45.03 
Re: 
Hess Senretary Beaioa, Siéreteagion has SRT, ts over Seared sillection and infi iteaiton, including rennaval of 
On behalf of Mass Audubon, I submit the following comments on the Draft Supplemental between 70 and 90% of sediments and nutrients. Soils and plants within bioretention areas can 
Ewvinainmental Impact Report (DSEIR) for Phase | of the South Coast Rail project. Mass perform important water cleansing functions while also reducing the heat island effect of large 
Audubon is an abutter to the overall South Coast Rail project through its ownership of the 954-acre paved surfaces. Use of nae VE Rees, ahinihe, and lowering plants = bhosetention also provides 
Assonet Cedar Swamp Wildlife Sanctuary in Lakeville. We have followed this project since 1997 habitat tbr pollinators, porn vaio Wath the Stale Pollinaior ater Plan ag well SUPPOKUne 
and submitted comments on all previous stages of the federal and state environmental review at ae! mn pals wildlife, and increasing the attractivencss and comfort of the area around the 
processes, These comments are focused on impacts and mitigation for wetlands, water resources, Senne APP ree 
and biodiversity, 

45.04 
The Certificate on the Notice of Project Change (NPC) required a comprehensive analysis of 45.05 
impacts and mitigation. The DSEIR provides information, maps and summary charts of impacts to 
natural resources. However, the descriptions of mitigation are generic and do not provide specifics 
of how or where mitigation will be conducted. The DSEIR indicates that MassDOT has continued 
to work with the Interagency Working Group in conducting the impact assessment and planning for 
mitigation. The Certificate also indicated that MassDOT was committed to reconvening the 
Wetland Mitigation Working Group, but there is no information about that in the DSEIR. 45.06 
SEIR A few paar oft types of i ear and satiation that should be nAsteneed in further detail 45.07 


in the FSEIR are listed below: this list is not comprehensive. 


Climate Change 





The Certificate on the NPC required that the DSEIR address the project in relation to the Global 
Warming Solutions Act of 2008 (GWSA), Executive Order 569: Establishing An Integrated 
Climate Change Strategy for the Commonwealth (EQ 569) and the MassDOT GreenDOT Policy, 
The DSEIR does provide information on these topics, such as a general commitment to design all 
structures and stormwater er sy stems to bo auleleas future projections of increased storm intensities. [tis 





WWW. Massauduborn.org/advocacy - WWW. massaudubon.one/shapingthehuture 
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For example, nine vernal pools are located within 100 ft. of the Right of Way for the Middleboro 
Secondary line, and the proposed rail improvements will directly impact two vernal pools and an 
additional 4,100 sf of essential upland habitat of vernal pool dependent species. The Certificate 
required that for vernal pool mitigation, “the DSEIR should consider expansion of existing vernal 
pools that will receive fill and plantings to help maintain healthy vernal pool ecosystems (shading, 
temperature regulation, and invasive species minimization) and support reestablishment of native 
vegetation,” 





Thank you for considering these comments, We look forward to reviewing additional mitigation 
details in the FEIR, 


Sincerely, 


om jf to fete 


E Heidi Ricei 
Assistan! Directorol Advocacy 


Ce Jean fox, MassDOT 
Lealdon Langley, MassDEP 
MassDEP SERO 
NHESP 
SRPEDD 
Taunton River Watershed Allmnece 
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1) The Sierra Club remains str 
t tth 





SIERRA 
CLUB 
$0 Federal Streat, 3rd floon 


(617) 423-5775 
ww. fi nro hubris. Ong 


March 23, 2018 

Massachusetts Depanment of Transportation 

10 Park Plaza, Suite 4150 

Boston, MA 02116 

Re: South Coast Rail Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (DSEIR) 
Dear Secretary Beaton: 


We are pleased to see continued progress on South Coast service, 


We would like to give you and MassDOT the following suggestions that we feel would significantly 
strengthen the project: 


co mitted to electric service not] ust o South Co b 
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W 


SIERRA 
Si ciaipktao 3rd floor 


(817) 423-5775 
www. Slareclubriaes.ong 





ast nechion Will banat frelart, 





opens up numerous destination airs (such as Attleboro—Brid ewater for the University, and New 
Bedford—Providence) so thal service may need to be maintained afier Phase 2. 








Thank you for the opportunity to comment. Please let us know if we can provide further information, 


Respectfully, 


Emily Norton 
Mass, Sierra Club, Chapter Director 
emily. nornon@sierraciub.org 





March 22, 2018 


Secretary Matthew A, Beaton, BUREA 
Attn: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) 

EEA #14346 

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 
Boston, MA 02114 

or fax: 617-626-1181 


email; Purvi Patel /@)state.ma.us 


Jean Fox 

MassDOT 

Ten Park Plaza, Room 4150 
Boston, MA 02116 

email Jean. Fox(@isiate. ma.us 


Re: EEA No. 14346 Dralt Siipplemental Environmental Impact Report, South Coast Rail Project 
Phase | — sent by email 


Dear Secretary Beaton and Ms, Fox, 


Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact 
Report (DSEIR) for Phase 1 of the South Coast Rail (SCR) project. Public Employees for 
Environmental Responsibility (PEER) is a Washington D.C.-based non-profit, non-partisan 
public interest organization concerned with honest and open government. Specifically, PEER 
serves and protects public employees working on environmental issues. PEER represents 
thousands of local, state and federal government employees nationwide, our New England 
chapter is located outside of Boston, Massachusetts, PEER has been involved in reviewing the 
SCR project since 2002. 


Description of proposed project. The DSEIR 1s proposing to adopt a so-called “phased 
approach” to provide commuter ral service ta the South Coast region: Phase 1, the 
Middleborough Secondary Alternative, and Phase 2, the Full Build scenario, which would be the 
Stoughton Alternative through the Hockomock Swamp, According to the Massachusetts 


! 
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Department of Transportation (MassDOT), this new phased approach will: 1) cost the same 
amount as the Stoughton Alternative alone; 2) bring service eight years earlier than the 
Stoughton Alternative (by the year 2022, instead of 2030); 3) provide a one-seat ride from Fall 
River and New Bedford to Boston; 4) provide over 40% of the ridership benefits of the Full 
Build; and 5) have far fewer environmental impacts and permitting challenges than the Full 
Build. Phase 1 would extend service through the existing Middleborough/Lakeville line using 
diesel-powered trains to New Bedford and Fall River. Specifically, it would reconstruct 17.3 
miles of New Bedford Main Line and 11.7 miles of Fall River Secondary, upgrade 7.1 miles of 
existing Middleborough track, construct two new layover facilities, and construct six new 
Stations. 


MEPA versus NEPA. MassDOT views Phase 1 service as an “interim service” until the Full 
Build service along the Stoughton route can be provided, claiming that Phase 1 contributes to 
many of the Project goals.! However, it appears that MassDOT is only examining the impacts 
associated with Phase 1 of the Project under the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act 
(MEPA). With regards to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), MassDOT states: 


For the Project to proceed to construction it will be necessary for MassDOT to obtain a 
permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) for the discharge of dredged or 
fill material in waters of the United States under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. 
This required the USACE to conduct a federal environmental review in accordance with 
NEPA. The USACE and MEPA agreed to coordinate the environmental review for the 
Project. As the lead federal agency for the environmental review pursuant to NEPA, the 
USACE prepared a federal Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), which MassDOT 
reviewed and adopted as its state-required Environmental Impact Report (EIR).... To 
date, the USACE has not issued the Record of Decision that will complete the NEPA 
process.” 


MassDOT ts silent on the USACE’s plans to prepare a Draft Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Statement (DSEIS) under NEPA for this new phased approach. In fact, MassDOT states, 
“The document also provides an update on the total impacts of Phase 1, and the cumulative 
impacts of Phase 1 and the SGR projects. This DSEIR does not re-analyze those elements of the 
Project included in the FEIS/FEIR analysis that remain unchanged.” This project cannot 
proceed without this federal environmental analysis, and PEER respectfully requests that 


MassDOT explain when the DSEIS will be released. 


Independent utility. MassDOT claims that Phase 1 has independent utility from the Full Build 

project.t PEER assumes that MassDOT stresses this point in an effort avoid examining the 47.02 
impacts from both Phase 1 of the proposed project, and the Full Build. A project has independent 

utility if it is a stand-alone project, and serves a distinct purpose or function. Under NEPA, the 

term “unconnected single actions” describes projects that have independent utility. Specifically, 

40 CFR § 1508.25(a)(1) requires that the scope of an EIS include the impacts from all connected 

actions. Actions are connected if they: 


| DSEIR, p. 2-2 
2 DSEIR, p. 1-5 through 1-6 
3 DSEIR, p. 1-3 
4DSEIR, p. 8-6 


(1) Automatically trigger other actions which may require environmental impact 
statements. (11) Cannot or will not proceed unless other actions are taken previously or 
simultaneously. (111) Are interdependent parts of a larger action and depend on the larger 
action for their justification. 


The ACOE considers a project to have independent utility if 1t would be constructed absent the 
construction of other projects in the project area. Portions of a multi-phase project that depend 
upon other phases of the project do not have independent utility. Phases of a project that would 
be constructed even if the other phases were not built can be considered as separate single and 
complete projects with independent utility. 


In this case, MassDOT argues that Phase 1 has independent utility, and PEER agrees. As we 
stated in our comments on the Notice of Project Change (NPC), the Middleborough Alternative 
stands on its own as a viable project. In this case, the Middleborough Alternative would satisfy 
the Corps’ basic project purpose of “more fully meet[ing] the existing and future demand for 
public transportation between Fall River/New Bedford and Boston, Massachusetts,” and 
therefore is a viable project in and of itself. The two phases are not interdependent, and Phase 1 
does not depend on the Full Build (or vice versa). 


However, the fact that Phase 1 has independent utility does not relieve MassDOT from 
examining the impacts from Phase | and the Full Build. Under NEPA, an EIS must include all 
cumulative impacts of other proposed actions which have common timing or geography. As 
stated above, 40 C.F.R. § 1508.25(a)(1) states that an EIS must consider actions which: 1) are 
connected; 2) automatically trigger other actions which may require an EIS; and 3) are 
interdependent parts of a larger action and “depend on the larger action for their justification.” 
Under MEPA regulations, the proponent of a project must: 


consider the entirety of the Project, including any likely future Expansion, and not 
separate phases or segments thereof. The Proponent may not phase or segment a Project 
to evade, defer or curtail MEPA review. The Proponent, any Participating Agency, and 
the Secretary shall consider all circumstances as to whether various work or activities 
constitute one Project, including but not limited to: whether the work or activities, taken 
together, comprise a common plan or independent undertakings, regardless of whether 
there is more than one Proponent; any time interval between the work or activities; and 
whether the environmental impacts caused by the work or activities are separable or 
cumulative.° 


Therefore, despite the fact that Phase 1 has independent utility, MassDOT must examine the 
impacts from both the Phase 1 and the Full Build scenarios if it persists in claiming that the Full 
Build will ultimately be built. 


Coupling the two projects would result in an unpermittable project: The extraordinary costs 
and environmental impacts associated with the Stoughton Alternative/Full Build of the proposed 
project alone are unpermittable. Under NEPA, an EIS must include all cumulative impacts of 
other proposed actions which have common timing or geography. PEER has outlined the 
significant impacts resulting from bisecting the Hockomock Swamp Area of Critical 
Environmental Concern (ACEC) (the proposed Stoughton Alternative) in many of our previous 
comment letters, and it is unnecessary to repeat those facts here. Suffice it to say that wetland 


5 301 CMR 11.01(2)(c) 
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impacts associated with the Stoughton Alternative would have cause or contribute to significant 
degradation of waters of the United States, and as such would be unable to legally obtain a 
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act permit. If MassDOT continues to intertwine these two 
phases, neither would be permittable. In other words, by coupling the two phases, MassDOT 


would be rendering the permittable Phase 1 unpermittable due to the cumulative impacts with the 
Full Build. 


MassDOT?’s rationale for doing both projects is flawed. MassDOT proposes this two-phase 
process because it has suddenly determined that “the timeline for implementing service was 
significantly longer than originally anticipated,’ and that this delay will cause the cost of the 
Project to continue to increase with inflation.’ MassDOT also states that the overall purpose of 
the Project remains unchanged, and that Phase 1 will “avoid and minimize wetlands impacts, and 

.. reduce overall project costs by starting construction sooner.”® Most importantly, however, 
MassDOT states, “[t]he Phase 1 Project will still help address transportation deficiencies in the 
South Coast Region of Massachusetts, and help to more fully meet the existing and future 
demand for public transportation between Fall River and New Bedford, and enhance regional 
mobility.”’ In fact, MassDOT touts the “redundancy and resiliency” of having two lines rather 
than one: 


The likelihood of barriers to service in the Full Build is even greater since the Stoughton 47.04 
Line joins the Northeast Corridor (NEC), a high frequency line with various complicated 

service conditions. By providing a permanent alternative to bypass these potential service 

obstacles from stations in the Southern Triangle, the MBTA service from New Bedford 

and Fall River could recover from a service interruption far more quickly than it could 

without the improvements associated with the phased service. In addition, because the 

Phase 1 route passes through fewer flood-prone areas than the Full Build route, it will 

provide resiliency in the event of extreme weather events.!° By having a permanent 

alternative route to use in those situations, MassDOT increases the level of resiliency in 

the corridor to a level that is warranted and appropriate.!! 


Basically, MassDOT is arguing that Phase 1 of the Project: 1) has independent utility; 2) can be 
built more cheaply and quickly than the Stoughton Alternative; 3) has far fewer environmental 
impacts; 4) meets the stated project purpose; and that 5) Phase 2, the Full Build, provides 
“redundancy.” MassDOT states: 


The Phase 1 service will be practicable based on the Section 404 Permit definition: 
“capable of being done after taking into consideration cost, existing technology, and 
logistics in light of overall project purpose.” Similarly, 1t will meet the overall Project 
purpose “to more fully meet the existing and future demand for public transportation 
between Fall River/New Bedford and Boston, Massachusetts, to enhance regional 
mobility.”!? 


© DSEIR, p. 1-2 

"Td. 

3 Id. 

9 DSEIR, p. 1-5 

1° PEER would be remiss if it did not point out that building in “flood-prone” areas like the Hockomock Swamp 
given the accelerated extreme weather events caused by climate change is both short-sighted and ill-advised. 

11 DSEIR, p. 2-2 

12 DSEIR, p. 2-2 


MassDOT also states: 


The Massachusetts Department of Transportation’s (MassDOT) stated purpose of the 
implementation of South Coast Rail (SCR) Phase 1 (the Project) 1s consistent with the 
Full South Coast Rail Project, as documented in the Final Environmental Impact 
Statement (FEIS)/ Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) released in September 
2013 ... This purpose is to meet the existing and future demand for public transportation 
between Fall River/New Bedford and Boston, Massachusetts, to enhance regional 
mobility while supporting smart-growth planning and development strategies in affected 
communities. Phase 1 allows MassDOT to serve these objectives in a timelier manner 
than would be possible if service was delayed until the completion of the Full SCR 
Project.!? 


And the ridership is also suddenly palatable: 


Even with limited service and fewer stations than provided in the Full Build, Phase 1 1s 
expected to capture a substantial portion of the projected ridership for SCR in the South 
Coast region. !4 


PEER believes that Phase 1 sounds suspiciously like the least environmentally damaging 
practicable alternative (LEDPA). As such, there is no need to build the second phase of this 
project, the Stoughton Alternative. 


The history of the project. The SCR Project has been studied for more than 25 years. In the 
DSEIR, MassDOT provides an extremely truncated history of this project. MassDOT states that 
in 2002, an FEIS/FEIR prepared by the MBTA concluded that the Stoughton Alternative was the 
preferred route. Planning was delayed until 2007, and MassDOT began public review of the 
project under MEPA, concurrent with the USACE’s public scoping process under NEPA, in 
2008. The Final EIS/R (FEIS/FEIR) was issued in September 2013. MassDOT filed a Notice of 
Project Change (NPC) on March 22, 2017, describing the phased approach to Project 
implementation. 


What MassDOT neglected to explain was the sordid history of this project prior to 2002. When 
MBTA first proposed the Stoughton alternative in a 1990 feasibility study, the concept was 
quickly swatted down by a state planning body. The Joint Transportation Planning Group of the 
Southeastern Municipal Planning Organization (JTPG) bluntly criticized MBTA for not 
exploring options outside the Hockomock. JTPG commented that the project seemed to be driven 
by representatives from Fall River hoping to attract tourists from Boston, and noted that MBTA 
officials could find “no reliable evidence for economic effects other than the effects on the 
housing market.” The planning body concluded that the benefits of such a commuter rail were 
“insignificant.” MBTA was sent back to the drawing board to create a more thorough analysis. 
Five years later, the MBTA submitted an Environmental Notification Form (ENF) on the project. 
The ENF identified four possible alignments for the new rail: the Attleboro Alternative, the 
Stoughton Alternative, the Middleborough Alternative, and enhanced bus. In this document, the 
preferred route for the commuter line was known as the Attleboro Alternative. The Attleboro 


13 DSEIR, p. 13-1 

14 DSEIR, p. 2-67 

1S Remember, there is no requirement that the LEDPA be the applicant’s favorite alternative. So long as it is the least 
environmentally damaging practicable alternative, it is the only one that can be permitted. 


5 


68-1 


Alternative avoided the Hockomock, and MBTA sang the praises of its high ndership, 
reasonable costs, competitive travel times, and, significantly, lower environmental impacts than 
the Stoughton Alternative. Not only did the MBTA’s ENF recommend pursuing the 

Attleboro Alternative, but tt repeatedly pointed out the difficulties and severe environmental 
impacts associated with the Stoughton Alternative, Due in large part to these overwhelming 
environmental concerns, the MBTA settled on the Attleboro Alternative as its first choice. 


The Attleboro choice raised the ire of citizens in the affected communities of Attleboro, Norton, 
and Taunton, who feared thal a train line would interfere with local traffic and decrease property 
values of houses along the line. Soon the region's influential congressmen were weighing in on 
the issue. In August of 1996, the Legislature essentially overruled MBTA’s ENF by ordering the 
MBTA to “rethink” their study and review other alternatives for rail construction, Later, in a 
discussion of the history of the proposed New Bedford/Fall River rail line, MBTA admitted that 
these communities raised “a number of local concems” and that “these concerns were also 
expressed by state legislators ... in response, the MBTA stopped work on the project in January 
of 1996.” The legislature had spoken, and MBTA received the message loud and clear: the 
Attleboro Alternative, while less environmentally damaging, would be less of a political 
headache, 


In 1997, MBTA and its consultant, VHB (the very same consultant who prepared the DSEIR) 
reported that the Attleboro allermative would “result in the highest impacts to environmental 
resources,” thus giving them an excuse to eliminate the Attleboro altemmative from consideration. 
But apparently some state representatives were not going to take any chances. In October of 
1997, 16 legislators wrote to then-Governor Paul Cellucci, expressing their interest in the project. 
Their letter went on to say: 


_we are happy to inform you of an agreement reached by the undersigned legislators on 
a choice for the rail route to Taunton, Fall River and New Bedford, As you can see from 
the enclosed legislative language, for which we shall seek enactment, the so-called 
“Attleboro Route” 1s specifically excluded once and for all. The final path which we are 
supporting is the so-called “Stoughton Route." ... the MBTA is directed to cease all 
attempts to provide this service by way of the “Attleboro Route, so called,” Section 2J: 
6005-1962 is hereby amended as follows: For the extension of the commuter rail service 
to New Bedford and Fall River....the funds provided by this section shal! be used for 
engineering and environmental studies and for permitting and constructing the Stoughton 
Extension through the municipalities of Stoughton, Faston, Raynham, and Taunton. 


On November 15, 1999, Secretary Durand said both the Attleboro and Stoughton alternatives 
were feasible and that the “environmental impacts of the Stoughton Altemative are, on balance, 
preater than those of the other alternatives, including Attleboro.” The Middleborough 
Alternative, the one that is before us today, was not pursued because it did not meet the ridership 
criteria. Then the Massachusetts Legislature stepped in again: they approved the transportation 
bond on June 30th, 2000, containing the following language: “The Massachusetts Bay 
Transportation Authority shall use an extension of the Stoughton commuter rail route through the 
municipalities of Stoughton, Easton, Raynham and Taunton in order to provide commuter rail 
service to New Bedford and Fall River,” 


PEER's point is this: For 25 years, the Commonwealth has been spending hundreds of millions 

of dollars on this project. The original route — determined through an unbiased process - was 

through Attleboro, But politics reared its ugly head, and Stoughton became the most politically 
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palatable — albeit most environmentally damaging and costliest - alternative. For more than 15 
years, the U.S Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), environmental groups, citizens, and 
PEER have been telling MassDOT that the Stoughton Altemative was too expensive and too 
environmentally damaging, and that alternatives such as Middleborough and the rapid bus should 
be examined. Middleborough, which was always the cheapest and least environmentally 
damaging of the routes, was dismissed early on. And here we are, in 2018, and suddenly the 
Middleborough Altemative is practicable. It is difficult to have confidence in MassDOT and tts 
consultants, as it appears that politics have been driving this train all along. MassDOT and VHB 
have made this environmental review process a sham_ While PEER is pleased that the 
Middleborough Altemative is viable once again, we are frustrated at the length of time it took to 
get here, and the money wasted. 


The cost of the project. PEER ts baffled as to how Phase | of the Project will not add to the 
overall cost of the Full Build. A graphic, provided in MassDOT’s community outreach 
presentation, shows that the Project will cost $3.2 billion, with or without the construction of 
Phase 1. Phase | reconstructs 29 miles of track, upgrades 7,1 miles of existing track, constructs 
two new layover facilities, and constructs six new stations. While many of these track 
improvements can be used in the Full Build, some of the costs (such as those associated with the 
new Pilgrim Junction station and the relocated East Taunton station) cannot. The estimated cost 
for the Pilgrim Junction station alone is between $17.4 and $24.9 million, 





How Will Phasing the 


Project Affect Cost? 0 r cl 
Cart is the same fer . 
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it will it be more expensive ta have both routes constructed and i in operation. | 


Environmental concerns. PEER has several environmental concerns regarding Phase |: 
specifically, the failure to consider os traffic in oF alr Shirin far gas a 
and protection of vernal pools. Irs : 






oer MassDOT must take induced traffic into consideration when analyzing ave and 


i DSEIR, p, 2-38 
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Second, improvements to the Middleborough track requires construction within 100 feet of nine 
vernal pools. MassDOT states: 


This work 1s not anticipated to substantially change habitat quality (microclimate) as 
clearing will be limited to small areas in the upland and will preserve vegetation between 
the work area and the limit of the vernal pool, The construction will not affect the ability 
of amphibians to move between vernal pools, as it will not change the existing ballast and 
track or add new barriers to movement.'’ 


As we have told you before, in April 2002, PEER conducted a water quality analysis that MBTA 
neglected to perform, comparing vernal pools in the Hockomock to similar pools near existing 
rail lines. PEER examined water quality in six vernal pools; three adjacent to the active MBTA 
Attleboro rail line in Sharon, Massachusetts, and three adjacent to the abandoned MBTA 
right-of-way in the Hockomock Swamp in Easton, Massachusetts, The analysis tested the 
MBTA’s hypotheses that there are no adverse impacts associated with an active diesel rail line. 
The results show that the dissolved oxygen in the vernal pools adjacent to the active rail line was 
significantly lower than similar pools in the Hockomock, Dissolved oxygen 1s necessary to 
support aquatic life, therefore, low dissolved oxygen is extremely detrimental to animals found 
in vernal pools. The statistical analysis also showed that the difference in dissolved oxygen 
between the two sites is not due to any other factors examined (\.e., water temperature, distance 
to rail bed, depth of the vernal pool, or pH). The presence of the rail line itself is the most 
anne! at MassDOT and ts consultants should ensure that these nine vernal pools are not 

ed ff | 





In 2009, MassDOT stated that the Middleborough Alternatives (2, 2A and 2B) “had consistently 
less favorable results because they had inferior run times and lack ... Orange Line connectivity, 
Altemative 2, Option 2B, also has inferior headways to any of the other alternatives causing it to 


' DSEIR, p. 9-28 
'* DSEIR, p, 9-48 


have less demand than Alternative 2, Option 2A... Altemative 2B consistently produced the least 
favorable travel demand results of all of the options.”!° 


In 2011, MassDOT said that several Middleborough Alternatives were: 


not considered practicable due to ... low projected ndership numbers, high cost and 
significant construction-related disruption to the existing public transit system and to the 
City of Quincy, The Middleborough Full Alternative would also add multiple trains in the 
morming and evening peaks to South Station operations, resulting in operational impacts 
at South Station ... resulting in extensive delays 10 the operation of the alternative and 
system-wide impacts to the rail network. The operational impacts would render the 
Middleborough Full Alternative not practicable for this reason as well?” 


The so-called Middleborough Simple Altemative was said to “not meet the minimum capacity 
requirements of MBTA for quality of service and the ridership would result in substantially 
lower projections than that of other alternatives. Because of its low projected ridership this 
alternative was not considered practicable.“*! 


In 2013, MassDOT claimed that Middleborough was currently unable to handle any more growth 
due to full parking lots, and that communities were “reluctant to increase parking lot capacity." 
Table 3,2-1 provided in the FEIR shawed that Middleborough was already over capacity (see 
Table, below). 


Table 3.2-1 —- Ridership on Providence, Stoughton and Middleborough Rail Lines 


AM Peak 
Line AM Peak Passengers AM Peak Seating Capacity Utilization* 
Stoughton 2,771 3,558 7a% 
Middleborough 3,743 4,696 101% 
Source MBCR Ride Check December 2006, META South Side Equipment Schedule 
ba Assumes all passengers continue to South Station, Stoughton, Providence/Stoughton and 


Middleborough Lakeville Lines, 


When commenters suggested building another station, MassDOT refused to consider it, Now, 
MassDOT proposes to build the new Pilgrim Junction parking lot, slightly north of the existing 
Middleborough lot, to accommodate the revamped line and additional cars. 


PEER is not suggesting that. Middleborough is impracticable; rather, we are curious as to the 
sudden desirability of the Middleborough Altemative, 


Conelusion, PEER agrees that the Middleborough Alternative is practicable, and indeed. is the 
LEDPA of all the tain alternatives. We also agree that the Middleborough Alternative has 


\! Appendix 3,1-C CTPS South Coast Rail Travel Demand Analysis 
Results Memo, p, 8 (February 2009) 

20 p, 3-25, USACOE DEIR/DEIS, February 2011 

F1 Id 

5, 3-29 of FEIR (August 2013) 
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independent utility. However, by linking the Full Build/Stoughton Alternative to the 
Middleborough Alternative, MassDOT is rendering an otherwise permittable project 


unpermittable. We therefore urge MassDOT to drop the Stoughton Alternative once and for all. eecray Manlen eeedeleyen 


Attn: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) 


Thank you for the opportunity to comment. EEA #14346 
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 
Sincerely, Boston, MA 02114 
Kyla Bennett CC: 
Jean Fox 
Kyla Bennett, J.D., PhD MassDOT 
Director, New England PEER Ten Park Plaza, Room 4150 
P.O. Box 574 Boston, MA 02116 
North Easton, MA 02356 
508-230-9933 
nepeer@peer.org Dear Secretary Beaton, 


WWW. peer. org 


On behalf of the Livable Streets Advocacy Committee, | am submitting this comment letter on 
the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (DSEIR) for the South Coast Rail project. 
While this project is well intended and designed to open up transit access from the South Coast 
to the Greater Boston job market, we have concerns with the Phase 1 of the project as currently 
presented in the DSEIR. 


48.01 1. There should be a focus to bringing rail stations to town centers and areas with a high 
walk shed, maximizing the number of people who are within walking or biking distance of 
stations. In Phase 1, the New Middleborough Station plan accomplishes this well, 
moving the station from outside of town to near the town center, but many of the other 
station locations such as East Taunton & Freetown (while perhaps tactical stations that 


will be removed or re-built during the Full Build) are “Park & Ride” type stations with 
minimal walk shed. 


48.02 2. The targeted levels of service in this Phase 1 (6-7 total new trains per day to/from New 
Bedford & Fall River), while of benefit to commuters headed into Boston, are ata low 


level of service that may have limited impacts on their ability to spur transit oriented 
development (and associated economic development) across the region and help drive 


modal shift. 


48.03 3. The lack of integration or planning into a potential Regional Rail system (as proposed b 
Transit Matters and currently being studied by the Commonwealth) limits the larger 
regional impact of this new service as it maintains the current “Commuter Rail” vision of 
transporting workers into the city in the morning and then returning in the evening, as 


opposed to a true Regional Rail system with frequent services throughout the day and 
on weekends. 


10 
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of Scalia 6 seraahs in the ahort-teinl: Ry: MassDOT & the maTA sacnlig ai an 
snodets for diesel traction power and a pian to electrify ihe entire Seutt Coast Rall 





Multa le Unit (EMU) trains, 


5. ont to investi syste alLuses sel tractio 5 Co f to the 


Thank you for your consideration and we hope that these comments can be reflected in 
continued planning around the South Coast Rail project in Phase 1 and beyond. 


Regards, 
Patrick Stariing 
Livable Streets Advocacy Committee 





49.01 


BRIST@L COUNTY 
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Voice of Business Since 1911 





March 23, 2018 


Matthew A. Beaton, EOEEA 
Secretary 

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 
Boston, MA 02114 


Dear Mr. Beaton: 


For far too many years, residents and businesses along the South Coast have been without passenger rail 
service to Boston. 


On September 18, 2017, following a lengthy public comment period, MassDOT released an 
announcement reaffinminy the one-seat service from Fall River and New Bedford. The public was 
informed of the Phase | analysis of refining station stops. Their memo indicates the advisability of a new 
station in Middleborough at Pilgrim Junction which would minimize travel umes, optimize operations 
and support a connection for fiture Cape Flyer service. In addition, that Pilgrim Junction site is adjacent 
to an existing rail layover area, 


The residemts of the South Coast face daily uncertainues and frustrations when attempting to drive to 
Boston. Rail access means prospects for higher paying jobs, better access to universities, availability of 
medical specialists, and more opportunity for travel and tourism. It will also help to bring affordable 
housing to the Greater Boston Area and provides a host of economic opportunities to areas of the 
Southem tnangle that have been promised rail service for too Jong. 


This region needs Phase | of the South Coast Rail Project completed by 2022. The idea of waiting 
another decade for the possibility of a more complex Stoughton route makes no sense. 





Kimberly A Coroa Moniz 
Interum Director 
Bristol County Chamber of Commerce 
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February 19, 2018 il 143 Hs 
Secretary Matthew A. Beaton, EOEEA 

Att MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) 

100 Cambridge Strect, Suite 900 

Boston, MA 02114 


Dear Secretary Beaton: 
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Lal 2 (O Cxpress QUILY ! of the South Coast Ratl project 
you know, the working idca of rail service to the South Coast region of the state is one that has 
existed for over twenty-five years, but has not come to fruition. }am thrilled to see that with 
Phase |, Fall River, Taunton and New Bedford will have rail service by 2022. 





The positive effects rail service will have on the South Coast are immeasurable. From an 
economic development standpoint rail service means that SouthCoast residents will have better 
access ta employment opportunitics in areas serviced by the commuter rail without having to 
move into those areas which are characterized by a higher cost of living. 


Similarly, | believe that families from the metro-Boston area will choose to relocate to the 
SouthCoast for housing purposes or choose to continue to work in Boston so long as they are 
afforded a safe, affordable, efficient and reliable means of transportation to and from Boston. 
These families will invest in our cities and towns, generate new tax revenue and bring with them 
more disposable income which will help local businesses as they experience the numerous 
cultural and lifestyle amenitics offered in the SouthCoast. 


As noted in the Draft Environmental Impact Report, Phase | does not replace the proposed 
Stoughton route as the Phase | improvements are also a necessary component of the Phase 2 
Stoughton Route, so executing Phase | will not increase the capital cost of the full build, yet it 
will accommodate rail service at least 8 years carlier than the full build. 


Given that Phase | supports the overall Full Build of South Coast Rail without additional cost, 
along with the positive impact rail service will have on the economic development of the region, 
if is without hesitation that | support Phase 1 of the South Coast Rail project. Thank you for 
making this long sought transportation goal a reality. 


sincerely, — 


= 








Paul S. Medeiros, Board Member 
JOBS for Fall River, Inc. 
DBA Fall River Office of Economic Development 


Ce; Jean Fox 

MassDOT 

Ten Park Plaza, Room 4150 
Boston, MA 02116 
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March 22, 2018 
MAN Ba Pail 


Seerctary Matihew A, Beaton, FOEEA 
Attn: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) 

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 
Boston, MA 02114 


MERA 


Dear Secretary Beaton: 51.01 


lam writing to express my unequivocal support for Phase | of the South Coast Rail project. As you 
know, the working idea of rail service to the South Coast region of the state is one that has existed for 
over twenty-five years, but has not come to fruition. 1am thrilled to see that with Phase |, Fall River, 
Taunton ant New Bedford will have rail service by 2022. 


The positive effects rail service will have on the South Coast are immeasurable, From an ceonomic 
development standpoint rail service means that SouthCoast residents will have hetter access lo 
employment opportunities in areas serviced by the commuter rail without having to move into those areas 
which are characterized by a higher cost of living. 


Similarly, [ believe that families from the metro-Boston area will choose to relocate to the SouthCoast for 
housing purposes or choose to continue to work in Boston so long as they are afforded a safe, affordable, 
efficient and reliable means of transportation to and from Boston, These families will invest in our cities 
and towns, generate new tax revenue and bring with them more disposable income which will help local 
businesses as they expericnce the numerous cultural and lifestyle amenities offered in the SouthCoast, 


As noted in the Draft Environmental Impact Report, Phase | does not replace the proposed Stoughton 
route as the Phase | improvements ure also a necessary component of the Phase 2 Stoughton Route, so 
executing Phase 1 will not increase the capital cost of the full build, yet it will accommodate rail service al 
least 8 years earlier than the full build. 


Given that Phase | supports the overall Full Build of South Coast Rail without additional cost, along with 
the positive impact rail service will have on the economic development of the region, itis wilhoul 
hesitation that | support Phase | of the South Coust Rail project. Thank you for making this long sought 
transportation goal a reality, 





Ce: Jean Fox 


139 South Main Street, Suite 400, Fall River, MA 02721-5306 
508.324.2620 

508.675.1497 

Fax: 508.677.2840 


Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Deven Robitaille <deven@ southcoastchamber.com> 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2018 9:16 AM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: Rail to Boston Comments 


This Is a very important project!!! 


Better access to higher earning wages, better access to universities, better access to medical specialists 
and more opportunity for travel and tourism are all of (he reasons that we need lo see phase 1 of the 


SouthCoast Rail Project completed by 2022. | urge all involved to make this a reality for the residents of 
Southeastem Massachusetts, 


Thank you. 


Deven Q. Robitaille, MBA 
Programs and Events Manager 
SouthCoast Chamber 

764 Purchase Street 

New Bedford, MA 02742 

P: (508) 999-5231 Ext. 103 

F: (508) au3 aaa 





Proudly Serva New Bedford and the Towns of the South Coast 
Linkedin Facebook Twitter Business Directory 


New email address: deven@southcoastchamber.com. The New Bedford Area Chamber of 
Commerce js excited to be doing business as the SouthCoast Chamber. 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Fox, Jean (DOT) <Jean.Fox@dot.state.ma.us> 

Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2018 10:11 AM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA); Patel, Purvi (ENV) (purvi.patel@ state.ma.us) 
Subject: FW: SouthCoast Rail Comments 


Comment letter. 


Jean C. Fox 

Project Manager, South Coast Rail 

MassDOT 

10 Park Plaza, Suite 4150 

857-368-8853 

857-600-8791 (cell) 52.01 


From: Deven Robitaille [mailto:deven@southcoastchamber.com] 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2018 9:18 AM 

To: Fox, Jean (DOT) 

Subject: SouthCoast Rail Comments 


The rail is extremely important to our Region!! 


The residents of Southeastern Massachusetts deserve commuter rail service to Boston. This service will 
help to bring affordable housing to the Greater Boston Area and additionally provide a host of economic 
opportunities to areas of the Southern triangle that have been promised rail service for so long. Thank 
you. 


Deven Q. Robitaille, MBA 

Programs and Events Manacer 

SouthCoast Chamber 

794 Purchase Street 

New Bedford, MA 02742 

P: (508) 999-5231 Ext. 103 

F: (508) 999-5237 

E: deven@southcoastchamber.com 
www.southcoastchamber.com 

Proudly Serving New Bedford and the Towns of the South Coast 
LinkedIn Facebook Twitter Business Directory 


New email address: deven@southcoastchamber.com. The New Bedford Area Chamber of 
Commerce is excited to be doing business as the SouthCoast Chamber. 


Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Anthony Sapienza <arsapienza@outlook.com> 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2018 4:59 PM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Cc: Fox, Jean (DOT) 

Subject: SouthCoast Rail 

Secretary Beaton. 


The New Bedford Economic Development Council has been and continues to be a supporter of 
restoring commuter rail service to New Bedford, Fall River and the entire south coast. The 
Board of Directors has voted on numerous occasions to endorse the various proposals that have 
been put forth over the years. We heartily endorse the current approach to build the project in 
phases so that we can derive the economic benefits in the shortest window possible with the 
understanding that the full build approach remains the long term goal. 


The residents of Southeastern Massachusetts deserve commuter rail service to Boston. This 
service will help to bring affordable housing to the Greater Boston Area and additionally provide 
a host of economic opportunities to areas of the Southern triangle that have been promised rail 
service for so long. 


Thank you for your advocacy for this project. 


Anthony R. Sapienza 

Chair 

New Bedford Economic Development Council 
1312 Purchase St 

New Bedford, MA 02740 
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March 22, 2018 


Secretary Matthew A. Beaton 

Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs 
ATTN: MEPA Office — Purvi Patel 

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 

Boston, MA 02114 


RE: EEA #14346 — South Coast Rail Draft Supplemental Environmental impact Report 
Dear Secretary Beaton: 


On behalf of the Board of Directors and membership of the New Bedford Economic Development 
Council (NBEDC) | write to offer our strong support for the Draft Environmental impact Report (DSEIR) in 
connection with Phase | of the South Coast Rail Project. 


After decades of planning and waiting, advancing Phase | via the Middleborough Line is a vital first step 
forward in restoring commuter rail service from the South Coast to Boston. As proposed, Phase | 
provides a clear and manageable pathway for earlier service while the complexities of the Stoughton 
Electric preferred alternative are addressed. This phased approach will yield numerous and needed 
economic and environmental benefits to New Bedford and our region much sooner. 


South Coast Rail has been studied and promised for many, many years, and at substantial taxpayer cost. 
The NBEOC has always championed these efforts, knowing the positive economic impacts returning 
serving will have on our targeted development districts near our nation leading port. Phase | isa 
solution that clearly offers tangible results that are effectively a “down payment” on full service with 
negligible environmental impact. Full service should also lead to fully developed TOD districts in New 
Bedford. While not part of the DSEIA, we are eager to see comprehensive planning for the TOD districts 
advance at the appropriate time, so there is strategic alignment with the waterfront planning work 
recently completed by the NBEDC and the City of New Bedford. 


It is also our understanding that the entire right-of-way is owned by the Commonwealth and currently 
handles freight traffic. The improvements and upgrades for commuter service also benefit the freight 
carriers who must travel at sharply reduced speeds because of the current track conditions. Freight 
capacity could well expand simultaneous with the vital commuter rail connection, removing some of the 
truck traffic from our over-capacity roadways as well—a win-win for New Bedford and the region. 


With Phase |, MassDOT and the MBTA will be able to build 56% of the track miles needed for the 
Stoughton preferred alternative, This approach is financially prudent since South Coast Rail requires the 
entire so-called "Southern Triangle” for both Phase | and the Stoughton route, The DSEIR states that the 


only additional cost associated with Phase | are the Middleborough Secondary and the stations at 
Middleborough and Taunton. 


New Bedford is part of a region that has long been underserved regarding rail service and the smart 
growth opportunities such service provides. This project has been studied since 1990 and with 
continued delay only comes increases in project cost and no advancement of the transportation 
network to the New Bedford Region. This project has been fully studied, is well planned, and has always 
had civic engagement as a central element to its advancement. 


The NBEDC fully supports the DSEIR and Phase, and we urge you to roll the document over into a final 
report so that construction may begin as soon as possible, 


Sincerely, 


Anthony R. Sapienza 
President of NBEDC 


NBEDC Board of Directors 

Joseph Nauman, Vic-President 

David Slutz, Treasurer 

Carol Pimentel, Clerk 

Peter Selley, Loan Committee Chairman 
Helena DaSilva Hughes 

Elizabeth Isherwood 

John Vasconcellos 

Steven Kenyon 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Helena DaSilva Hughes <helena.dasiva.hughes@qmail.com> 
Sent; Wednesday, March 21, 2018 12:02 PM 

To; Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: Fwd: Secretary Beaton 

Attachments: Secretary Matthew Beaton.pdf 

Hello Secretary Beaton: 


1 would like to take this opportunity to ask for your support as the residents of Southeastern 
MA to keep rail moving and have a completion date of 2022 for completion and operation of 
Phase 1. 


Attached please find my letter with additional comments. 
Thank you, 


Helena 


Holena DaSsilva Hughes 
ENeCUEIVE Director | The Immigrants’ Assistance Center, Inc. 
58 Crapo Street | New Bedford MA | 02740 


Office: 508,996,8113 
Emall: helena dasiive hughes @qmal|.com 
Find ua wt our website, FaceBook, Twitter 
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Phone (508) 996-8113 | 


IMMIGRANTS’ ASSISTANCE CENTER, INC 


March 21, 2018 


Secretary Matthew A. Beaton, EOEEA 
Attn: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) 

EEA #14346 

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 
Boston, MA 02114 


Dear Secretary Beaton: 


As the Executive Director of the Immigrants’ Assistance Center, Inc. (IAC), an agency 


in New Bedford that provides social services to thousands of immigrants per year, | 
believe that the residents of Southeastern Massachusetts deserve commuter rail 
service to Boston. 





This service will help ta bring affordable housing to the Greater Boston Area and 
additionally provide a host of economic opportunities to areas of the Southern 
triangle that have been promised rail service forso long. Weneed to see phase 1 of 
the SouthCoast Rail Project completed by 2022. I urge all involve to make this a 
reality for the residents of Southeastern Mass. 


Thank you. 








58 Crapo Street - New Bedford, MA (2740 


‘ax (508) 993-6621 | Info@1AC1971org | www.immigrantsassistancecenterorg 
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SOUTHEASTERN MASSACHUSETTS 
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Baa. acho ha fobs com From: Steven Higgins <shiggins @iacil.org> 





a_i 
é é Sent: Wednesday, March 21, 2018 11:57 AM 
ae To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 
| | BR E C Ce: Fox, Jean (DOT); Mare Pacheco; Tom Hoye; wshine@lacil.org 
E; / VED Subject: Southcoast rail DESIR opposition 


February 19, 2018 Pep a 

a 2g fi Good morning Secretary Beaton, 
Secretary Matthew A. Beaton, EOEEA IM; 
Attn: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) E; P4 | am writing on behalf of Independence Associates, Inc. & the Massachusetts Association of Centers for 
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 Independent Living. 
Boston, MA 02114 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on Monday evening March 19, 2018 at the martin Middle 

Dear Secretary Beaton: School in East Taunton MA in regards to the Southcoast Rail DSEIR. 


Bx) Ing : ine | : iy oe Independence Associates, Inc, and the Massachusetts Association of Centers for Independent Living 
you char the woaknn idea af rail service tO ‘the South Coast region of the state is one thal has would like to provide the following. 





existed for over twenty-live years, but has not come to fruition. | am thrilled to see that with 

Phase |. Fall River. Taunton and New Bedford will have rail service by 2022. Regardless of route chosen persons with disabilities must be included in the planning & development 
process. For years the disability community has been marginalized and many times left out of the 

The positive effects rail service will have on the South Coast are immeasurable. From an process or brought in as an afterthought by the MBTA, 

economic development standpoint, rail service means that SouthCoast residents will have better 

access to employment opportunities in areas serviced by the commuter rail without having to 55.01 


move into those areas which are characterized by a higher cost of living. 


Similarly, | believe that families from the metro-Boston area will choose to relocate to the 
SouthCoast for housing purposes and choose to continue to work in Boston so long as they are 
afforded a safe, affordable, efficient and reliable means of transportation to and from Boston. 55.02 
These families will invest in our cities and towns, generate new tax revenue, and bring with them 
more disposable income which will help local businesses as they experience the numerous 
cultural and lifestyle amenities offered in the SouthCoast. 





55.03 

ts ar . te Dralt - piheaat ales wees Report, Airs wal kaa ai _ F spre ie ad plan is isa plan which shoud nat must + benefit allt persons living in Satohimters Massachusetts fe fapendiecs 
: thi oe ive va ag Al Be "i jingl tn 3 a Mr a : dais Beran aa = 4 signa te of age, cultural diversity, or disability, Taunton is one of its largest and culturally diverse communities. 
to t i, along wit seiepertng! impact. rail service b dae saris a the caccgie ne ds deve opment of the The current plan avoids this critically sensitive issue. We would be apposed to any plan which does not 
region, itis without hesitation that | support Phase | of the South Coast Rail project. Thank you Glia HH: trite consideration: 
for making this long sought transportation goal a reality. 

? lf you have any questions or concerns in regards to this testimony please do not hesitate to reach out to 
ta me. Our message has not changed from day one. From a civil rights perspective al] persons must have 

Wig gre 2 equal access to reliable state of the art public transportation. 

eee pérrci cira-Bedard Awritten copy of this testimony will be sent today, 


Executive Director 
Steven §, Higgins, Executive Director 
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Independence Associates, Inc. 
100 Laurel St. 
Suite 122 
East Bridgewater, MA 02333 
508-583-2166 ext 113 

hipgin il 


Independence Associates, Inc. is a scent free workplace. To accommodate full participation, Consumers, 
Staff, Volunteers, Community Partners and Business Partners must refrain from wearing any heavy 
deodorants or perfumes when visiting or working in our office. 


This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the 
individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received this email in error please notify 
the system manager. This message contains confidential information and is intended only for the 
individual named. If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or copy 
this e-mail. Please notify the sender immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by mistake 
and delete this e-mail from your system. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that 
disclosing, copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this information is 
strictly prohibited. 


Independence TA Associates 


oO Canter lor independant living 


March 21, 2018 


Secretary Matthew A. Beaton, EOEEA 

Attn: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) EEA #14346 
100 Cambridge St, Suite 900 

Boston MA 02114 


Dear Secretary Beaton, 


Jam writing on behalf of Independence Associates, Inc. & the Massachusetts Association of Centers for 
Independent Living. 


Thank you for the opportunity to testify an Monday evening March 19, 2018 at the Martin Middle 
School in East Taunton MA in regards to the Southcoast Rail DSEIR. 


Independence Associates, Inc. and the Massachusetts Association of Centers for Independent Living 
would like to provide the following. 


Regardless of route chosen persons with disabilities must be included in the planning & development 
process. For years the disability community has been marginalized and many times left out of the 
process or brought in.as an afterthought by the MBTA. 


The new plans call for elevators in some locations |E: Taunton, The MBTA has done a poor job in 
maintaining elevators, escalators and other mobility access devices like that in the past, This affects the 
ability of persons with disabilities to rely on full access to work, world class healthcare, and freedoms 
our non-disabled brothers and sisters enjoy to participate fully in Society if we are unable to depend on 
the infrastructure put in place, This is a Civil Rights concern, 


All accessible routes to platforms must be well maintained and free of barriers even in the future. This 
includes the sidewalks, and other modes of public transportation to access the stations. 


From a Civil Rights perspective, bypassing the Stoughton route creates hardship for a significant 
population of persons in the greater Taunton area. This is not addressed appropriately in the plan. The 
plan isa plan which should and must benefit all persons living in Southeastern Massachusetts regardless 
of age, cultural diversity, or disability. Taunton is one of its largest and culturally diverse communities, 
The current plan avoids this critically sensitive issue. We would be opposed to any plan which does not 
take this into consideration, 


if you have any questions or concerns in regards to this testimony please do not hesitate to reach out to 
me. Our message has not changed from day one. From a civil rights perspective all persons must have 
equal access to reliable state of the art public transportation. 


100 Laure! Street, 5te: 122, East Bridgewater MA 02333 " 508-583-2166 (V/TTY) * wwwacil.ore 
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Independence TA) Associates 
a center for independent living 


Sincerely, 


~b 


Steven S. Higgins, Executive Difector 





Independence Associates, Inc. 
100 Laurel St. 

Suite 122 
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1.01 USACE P. 1-11 (Ch. 1.9) The Corps notes that securing permits by September 2018 is an ambitious schedule The Schedule has been revised to allow more review time of permits. 

a ee 4 considering the complexities of the Individual Standard Permit process. [eaten wren tenement! | 

1.02 USACE P. 2-4 (Ch. 2.1) The Corps notes that the overall project purpose is met through construction of the Stoughton | Correct. 

Electric option and was predicated on the full build project as originally proposed. The Phase 1 project is 
primarily intended to expedite limited service to the south coast while the full build proceeds. 
1.03 USACE P. 2-50 (Table 2-5) We are curious as to the feasibility and average trip times of at least 2 express trains (one MassDOT will continue to refine the schedule and operations for Phase 1 SCR. This will include investigating the 
Yo serving New Bedford; the other, Fall River) in each direction. feasibility of express trains and skip stops to provide shorter travel times to Southeastern Massachusetts. 

1.04 USACE P. 2-56 (Ch. 2.6.7: Stations) What short- and long-term effects will the planned expansion of South Station have|The South Station Expansion (SSX) Project will add seven new platform tracks, as well as increasing the length of 

on Phase I? On full build? some platform tracks. These improvements will provide operational benefits in terms of terminal capacity and 
flexibility for South Station MBTA and Amtrak operations. The SSX Project made accommodations for the SCR 
Full Build operating plan in its design. SCR Phase | does not anticipate or require the SSX Project to be in place 
prior to implementation. For additional information on the SSX Project, see 
https://www.massdot.state.ma.us/southstationexpansion/Home.aspx 

1.06 USACE P. 3-11 (Ch. 3.3.4: Freetown Station) What are the ridership implications of losing 73 parking spaces here under |Ridership projections for Phase 1 and for the Full Build were modeled in the DSEIR using more up-to-date 
the Phase | scenario? Under the full build scenario? information than was available in the FEIS/R. The proposed Freetown Station data reflects the demand 

anticipated for parking (and does not include a percentage of passengers who are anticipated to be dropped off 
at stations). Therefore, overall ridership for the Full Build is slightly below previous estimates. 

1.07 USACE P. 5-35 (Ch. 5.5.2: Taunton Traffic) On p. 5-28, The DSEIR acknowledges state plans to reconstruct the MA- The No Build and Build traffic models include the proposed interchange reconstruction. 
24/MA-140 interchange. Are Taunton traffic projections based on current conditions, or the proposed rebuild, 
and what are implications of the rebuild for access to the proposed East Taunton station? 

1.08 USACE P. 8-58 (8.2.5: Mitigation) The Application will need to include a stand-alone wetland mitigation plan that The 8404 application will have a standalone mitigation plan and will be developed in compliance with the Army 
complies with Corps of Engineers New England District Monitoring timeline and schedules, unless the Corps- _|Corps of Engineers’ timelines and schedules. Wetland mitigation will consist of replication areas as proposed 
approved In-lieu-fee program becomes the sole form of federal wetland mitigation. The mitigation plan must |under the Wetlands Protection Act at an impact-to-replacement ratio of 1:1, and an in-lieu fee will be provided to 
be compatible with Corps mitigation guidance cover additional mitigation required by the Corps’ mitigation guidance. 

1.09 USACE P. 9-13 (9.2.1: Biodiversity - Other Areas of Biodiversity Importance) Atlantic white cedar swamps also occur The Project is being designed to maintain flows as they exist today to the extent possible. Where culverts are 
within the southern triangle, particularly near Myrick’s Jct., the Mass Audubon owned and managed Assonet being upsized to meet hydrology or stream crossing standards, the flow regimes both up and downstream are 
Cedar Swamp, and Acushnet Cedar Swamp. The Corps notes that Atlantic white cedar wetlands can be modeled to confirm that there will not be any adverse impacts off-site. Survey has been completed to establish 
extremely vulnerable to even slight changes in water table elevations and/or flow regimes. Notwithstanding the |the inverts at existing culverts, which are matched in the proposed design. No major changes to base hydrology 
condition and/or operational status of existing culverts under the railroad tracks within or near these resources, |in adjacent wetland resources or flood elevations are anticipated. 
the Corps will want to ensure that these culvert replacements and/or construction activities within or proximal 
thereto will not in any way compromise or harm the narrow hydrology ranges upon which these resources 
depend. Accordingly, the Corps will ensure that Mass Audubon and/or other pertinent organizations (private or 
governmental) that manage these sensitive resources are provided with public notices and/or other 
notifications, concerning said resources in the vicinity of rail/infrastructure activities, whether apportioned 
among “state-of-good repair,” Phase 1, or full build activities associated with South Coast Rail. Corps 
authorizations in this regard will include consideration of those parties’ comments concerning project impacts 
on said sensitive aquatic resources. 

1.10 USACE PP. 9-31 — 9-46 (Figure 9-4) The Corps is pleased to see proposed wildlife crossings on the sheets as presented |The locations of wildlife crossings were developed in consultation with NHESP. They were chosen to improve 
here, but it is at least somewhat unclear as to the placements as proposed, and for what taxa (e.g., turtles, habitat connectivity for state-listed turtles and salamanders within mapped Priority Habitat polygons, as well as 
salamanders, or other wildlife). We also note instances in which crossings are found near some particular within other locations identified by NHESP as areas of high wildlife value. MassDOT would be happy to 
mapped resource types (e.g., shrub swamp; wooded swamp deciduous), but appear to be lacking in others coordinate with USACE to identify additional locations along these active rail lines where wildlife crossings could 
where they would seemingly make sense (e.g., vernal pools on opposite sides of the track on pp. 4 and 5 of 7). }reduce the barrier effect of the rail. MassDOT has offered to provide these crossings to enhance wildlife habitat, 
The Corps would also be interested in monitoring studies that assess wildlife crossings before and after such and they are mitigation for any new project-related wildlife habitat fragmentation. The type of long-term 
structures are installed, to determine their overall efficacy in ameliorating barriers that currently result in populations studies suggested by the USACE are beyond the scope of this project, although we agree that such 
metapopulations confined to opposite sides of the track and which likely currently impact biodiversity. investigations would be appropriate topics for scientific study by others. 
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1.11 USACE P. 9-52 (Mitigation Measures) The Corps Project Manager (and possibly other Corps and partner agency staff) |The proposed crossings are modeled after those used on the Greenbush Line and other wildlife crossings on rail 
would appreciate an opportunity to observe these structures in the field. Have any tracking studies been lines in other locations. MBTA conducted telemetry tracking studies of spotted turtles as part of the mitigation 
completed to determine their efficacy? commitments on the Greenbush Line. These studies, and data from other rail lines in New England, showed that 

turtles were successfully crossing the rail line from one side to the other. 

1.12 USACE P. 9-54 (MA Endangered Species Act) The Corps is surprised by this finding, as we do not see obvious evidence | NHESP has determined that the loss of natural vegetation within the limits of work, when within mapped habitat 
that construction techniques and/or timing cannot be adequately refined so as to avoid such a take. Further, of Eastern box turtle, will result in a loss of habitat and therefore is considered a “take” under MESA. In the 
the statements throughout the document that proper turtle crossings would be installed leads us to believe agency's MESA Determination (March 22, 2018), NHESP stated, “Based on the information provided and the 
that rebuilding of the Middleborough Secondary (and Southern Triangle) are more likely to result in net information contained in our database, the Division has determined that this portion of the Project, as proposed, 
enhancement (not compromise) of turtle habitat and/or migration corridors. While the Corps defers to NHESP_ [will result in a Take (321 CMR 10.18 (2)(b)) of the Eastern Box Turtle due to the permanent loss of suitable habitat 
regarding the need for a (State) Conservation and Management Permit, we are curious as to the reasons why __|Jand interference with the feeding, breeding, nesting and migratory activities of this species. “ 

MassDOT has concluded that a “take” is a likely outcome. 

1.13 USACE P. 10-13 (Section 10.2.3, Existing Vibration Measurements) What is the current freight velocity and concomitant | Please see DSEIR Chapter 10, Table 10-1, for existing noise measurement results at sensitive receptors along the 
noise/vibration on the Middleborough Secondary in its current condition and how would this compare to diesel | Middleborough Secondary. Project-related noise and vibration impacts are described in Sections 10.4.1. and 
passenger trains on the proposed continuously-welded track? Would track updates be expected to result in 10.4.2. The existing Middleborough Secondary track is continuously welded rail on timber ties. Trains operating 
higher freight velocities leading to higher noise? on continuously welded rail typically produces quieter sound levels and less vibration than jointed rail. More 

detailed vibration data will be available during the advanced engineering phase of the project to verify the need 
for vibration mitigation and to implement effective solutions. 

1.14 USACE P. 10-13 (Section 10.2.3, Existing Vibration Measurements) What are the implications to noise/vibration and The SCR Phase 1 passenger service will not have a substantial effect on freight operations. There are large gaps 
associated disturbance to residents of the proposed switching of operational timeframes of freight to night- or windows between passenger trains for freight trains to do their work. Further, the infrastructure has been set 
time rather than current daytime operations? up to the greatest extent possible to maximize double track and to support the coexistence of passenger and 

freight operations. 

1.15 USACE PP. 11-6 (11.2.2 Middleborough Secondary Right-of-Way) The Corps cannot find rationale for such sites being |The “three dozen other pre-contact archaeological sites recorded within one-half mile radius of the railroad 
included within the Area of Potential Effects. Pursuant to our regulations at Appendix C to 33 CFR 325, we ROW” were provided for context only. We did not intend to imply that these sites are within the ROW and the 
believe impacts to archaeological sites would be limited solely to areas where fill, culvert and/or new RR Project APE. 
infrastructure would be installed (i.e., the Corps “Permit Area’). 

1.16 USACE P. 11-11 (11.3.2 Archaeological Resources) The Corps will be checking with Tribal Historic Preservation Officers | Duly noted, we understand that the Section 106 process is ongoing and that the archaeological sensitivity 
and staff as to the veracity of this statement; MassDOT should not in the meantime assume that the Corps assessments are subject to ongoing review by the consulting parties. 
concurs with this statement until the subject Programmatic Agreement Is signed and the §106 process is 
complete. 

1.17 USACE P. 11-20 (11.5.3.1 Historic Resources — Visual Screening) Notwithstanding “original construction,” the railroad |The referenced text in the DSEIR is consistent with the 2013 FEIS/FEIR pp. 4-84 to 4-85. As an active rail line, 
today is operating modern freight trains (not 19th-Century era coal-fired steam engines), and it thus seems that}the impacts of train operations would be incremental; however, the increased frequency and number of train 
this would be the relevant (contemporary) context for measuring impacts (i.e., of the change from freight to pass-bys should be considered when assessing impacts. 
commuter trains) on historic resources, which the Corps would likely find to be small, if even measurable. 


station, or how moving the station might affect same. If (for example) existing retail outlets currently rely on 
business from commuters parking at the existing station, what becomes of those existing businesses 
once the station moves? Would they be expected to simply move also? The NEPA document for Phase 1 will 


1.18 USACE P. 13-5 (13.2 Indirect Effects) This statement is confusing in that it addresses “new” development opportunities, |There are currently no businesses at or adjacent to the Middleborough/Lakeville Station. "New" in the referenced 

and seems to imply that such opportunities exist today at the existing station, and would simply shift to the statement indicates new potential impacts not previously studied. 

new station, once built. However, it does not address existing businesses (if any) adjacent to the existing 
need to at least generically address such economic impacts. 


would, however, necessitate a schedule similar to that of Phase 1 to be undertaken during the event, as the 
number of trains operating as part of the Full Build scenario could not be accommodated on the Middleborough 
alignment. Additional capacity (bi-level coaches or additional coaches) could be added to the trainsets to 
accommodate passenger demand. 


_ 


USACE P. 14-10 (14.4.5 Climate Change) Since the full-build would use electric locomotives, whereas Phase 1 would Utilizing the Middleborough alignment during extreme flooding events when the Full Build is completed would 
use diesel, it appears that this emergency scenario would be more complex than simply switching the route require train sets operating on the Middleborough Main Line to again extend service to the South Coast. This 
traveled on a temporary basis. Is this indeed feasible, particularly on a short-term basis? would not be a complex shift between energy sources as diesel trains would already be operating on this line. It 
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2.01 MassDEP MassDEP recommends that MassDOT periodically review the MassDEP BWSC Waste Sites/Reportable Release |MassDOT will continue to review this website through design and construction. 

2.02 MassDEP Some of these sites may be at locations that MassDOT might conduct work related to this Project and if MassDOT will employ an LSP during construction to ensure that all requirements of the MCP are adhered to, 
contaminated soil and groundwater is encountered during activities related to this Project a release Abatement Jincluding AUL requirements. 

Measure (RAM) Plan may need to be submitted. If the work is conducted within an area with an Activity and 
Use Limitation (AUL) the requirements of the AUL will need to be complied with unless modified pursuant to 
the MCP with by a Licensed Site Professional (LSP) 

2.03 MassDEP The Project Proponent is advised that if oil and/or hazardous materials are identified during the MassDOT will conduct all construction activities and reporting in compliance with the MCP. An LSP will be 
implementation of this Project, notification pursuant to the MCP may be necessary. A LSP should be retained to|retained as part of the construction phase compliance team. 
determine if notification is required, and render appropriate opinions as necessary. The LSP may evaluate 
whether risk reduction measures are necessary if contamination is present. 

2.04 MassDEP MassDOT indicated in the DSEIR that a soils plan will be prepared at a later date. MassDEP reminds the MassDOT will continue to work with MassDEP Southeast Region Office (SERO) through the Special Project 

4 Proponent that this plan needs to be completed prior to implementation of this Project. Designation to complete and implement the soils plan for Phase 1. 

2.05 MassDEP MassDEP encourages MassDOT to pursue the latest locomotive technology and create a future fleet plan that |MassDOT and the MBTA are developing a long term procurement program that will phase in cleaner locomotives 
effectively removes locomotives with poor air quality emissions as soon as feasible to maximize reduction of air}as part of the overall fleet planning for the commuter rail system. 
pollutants. 

2.06 MassDEP MassDOT should also consider the use of canopy solar installations at those stations with daily parking as an __| Solar power will be considered during design of the station canopies and parking areas. 

P= additional GHG reduction measure. 

2.07 MassDEP MassDEP reminds MassDOT that construction and demolition activity must conform to current Massachusetts }|MassDOT will incorporate requirements for dust, noise and odor controls into the contract documents to comply 
Air Pollution Control regulations governing nuisance conditions at 310 CMR 7.01, 7.09 and 7.10 and not cause |with Massachusetts’ governing regulations. 
or contribute to a condition of air pollution due to dust, odor or noise. As such, the Proponent should propose 
measures to prevent and minimize dust, noise, and odor nuisance conditions, which may occur during the 
demolition. 

2.08 MassDEP MassDEP requests that MassDOT strive to use non-road diesel equipment rated 50 horsepower or greater that |MassDOT is a participant in the MassCleanDiesel Program established by MassDEP. MassDOT's specifications 
meets EPA's Tier 4 emission limits, which are the most stringent emission standards currently available for off- include requirements to achieve documentable diesel emission reductions that result in beneficial air quality 
road engines. If a piece of equipment is not available in the Tier 4 configuration, then the Proponent should use|improvements to construction workers and the general public through the retrofit of diesel-powered non-road 
construction equipment that has been retrofitted with appropriate emissions reduction equipment. Emission construction equipment. 
reduction equipment includes EPA-verified, CARB-verified, or DEP-approved diesel oxidation catalysts (DOCs) 
or Diesel Particulate Filters (DPFs). 

2.09 MassDEP MassDEP reminds MassDOT that while the FTA guidelines may be better suited to evaluate potential Project- |MassDOT will comply with the requirements of the MassDEP noise policy as they relate to mobile operations of 
related noise impacts and suitable mitigation measures, this does not preclude MassDOT from complying with |rail service. 
the MassDEP Noise Policy, or local noise bylaws, as applicable, upon operation of rail service. 

2.10 MassDEP The SFEIR should clarify how the noise and vibration analyses considered the potential shift of freight The frequency of service for Phase 1 operations will not require a shift of freight service to nighttime hours. 
operations along the Phase 1 rail corridor from daytime to nighttime use, given the anticipated reduced Freight movements can be accomplished during daytime hours. 
existing conditions background noise near sensitive receptors during that time period. 

2.11 MassDEP As noted in the DSEIR, if vibration levels exceed FTA criteria, the results will indicate what vibration mitigation is |The detailed vibration analysis will take place during the final design process. Vibration mats and rail fasteners 
necessary (e.g., resilient rail fasteners, ballast mats, etc.) and how it should be designed/specified to effectively [will be incorporated into the design plans as indicated in DSEIR Chapter 10, Section 10.5. 
reduce vibration. It is unclear in the DSEIR the timeline for completion of such study and how it will inform 
anticipated State permitting requirements. 

2.12 MassDEP It is likely that measures to mitigate vibration and/or noise may impact wetlands or other regulated areas, Noise walls are the most likely structural mitigation measure that may impact wetlands. The locations of the 
particularly, a potential increase in wetland resource area impacts requiring a Variance. The FSEIR should discuss] potential walls have been reviewed as part of the wetland permitting process and are not anticipated to increase 
how these noise and vibration mitigation measures will be identified and incorporated into local, state and wetland impacts. 
federal permitting processes. 
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Comment # 


Commenter Comment Response 


MassDEP MassDEP feels that discussion of these items in the DSEIR was sufficient but reminds the Proponent that it is MassDOT regularly translates project materials into Portuguese and Spanish and will continue to provide these 
important that the Project Proponent continues to keep impacted EJ communities informed of the Project as it {services through final design and construction. The Project Team also works with communities to promote 
proceeds. The Project proponent should also consider language barriers, where applicable, as well as English successful outreach. 

isolation issues. Please also note that a community only needs to meet one of the EJ criteria to qualify as an EJ 

community. 


. . 
— — 


MassDEP 


It is imperative that the Project Proponent make impacted communities aware of any unexpected outcomes MassDOT will be developing a formal plan for notice, communication and complaints during construction. The 
and delays to its construction schedule via public outreach, i.e., public notices, public meetings, and also website will provide regular updates. Kickoff meetings will be held before work starts in each region. 

through the translation of pertinent documents into Spanish and Portuguese. MassDOT has conducted public 

outreach for this Project that should continue through the SCR Project's completion. 


N 


15 MassDEP MassDEP reminds the Proponent that an EJ community does not have to be disproportionately impacted MassDOT will continue to work to inform EJ communities of anticipated project impacts. Where construction 
before we provide assistance; an EJ community only has to be impacted. Though EJ communities are not impacts are anticipated, these will be communicated (and translated) as early as possible. 
disproportionately adversely impacted by this Project, the Proponent should take measures to minimize 


impacts to EJ communities as much as is feasible. 


N 


.16 MassDEP Page 8-76 contains a statement that the Nemasket River flows south to Assawompsett Pond in Taunton. This is | This clarification is noted and will be corrected in future permit applications. 
incorrect. If this were correct the Nemasket River would be surrounded by a Zone A Water Supply Protection 
Zone. Assawompsett Pond is located in Lakeville and Middleboro and water exits the Pond into the Nemasket 


River that flows into the Taunton River. 


ise) 


01 DFW Based on a review of information submitted to the Division, the Division anticipates that the Project, as MassDOT will continue to work with the Division of Fish and Wildlife to ensure that adequate protections are in 
proposed, will likely not result in a prohibited Take of Long's Bulrush or Pine Barrens Bluet, but will likely need |place during construction to avoid impacts to these species. All conditions will be incorporated into construction 
to be conditioned in order to avoid a prohibited Take (321 CMR 10.18 (2)(a)) of Three-angled Spike-sedge and |documents and will be monitored during all phases of construction. 

Plymouth Gentian. Conditions may include, but may not be limited to, (a) delineating and avoiding state-listed 
plants during construction; and (b) implementing Division-approved vegetation and invasive species 
management plans within areas where state-listed plants are known to occur. 
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02 DFW The Division previously confirmed that the South Coast Rail Project will likely result in a Take of the Eastern Box |MassDOT is working with the Division of Fish and Wildlife to develop a Conservation Management Plan to 
Turtle (321 CMR 10.18 (2)(b)). As the Middleborough Secondary represents a phase of a larger common project |address impacts to Eastern Box Turtle habitat. 
or scheme (321 CMR 10.16), and as Phase 1 of the Project will collectively result in the loss of +7.1 acres of 
suitable upland and wetland habitats, the Division anticipates that a Conservation and Management Permit 
(CMP; 321 CMR 10.23) authorizing the Take of Eastern Box Turtle will be required in order for the 
Middleborough Secondary to proceed. 


01 MHC The MHC looks forward to reviewing the draft technical archaeological reconnaissance report for Phase I. MassDOT thanks you for your comment and looks forward to working with MHC through the Section 106 
process. 


02 MHC The MHC looks forward to reviewing the revised Programmatic Agreements (PAs) that incorporate the MHC's  |MassDOT thanks you for your comment and looks forward to working with MHC through the Section 106 
August 5, 2015 comments for the Phase | and Full Build project aspects. The Corps’ findings and determinations] process. 
regarding potential effects, recommendations for additional archaeological survey, scaled existing and 
proposed conditions project plans at the 30% design phase, and draft Cultural Resources Management Plans, 
should be submitted to the MHC for review and comment as they are developed. 





IN 


IN 


5.01 DMF Avoidance of in-water work during spring diadromous fish migration and juvenile river herring fall emigrations }MassDOT will adhere to time of year restrictions as required at waterway crossings and all permit conditions and 
is the preferred approach to minimizing impacts to these resources. A summary table outlining water crossings, |restrictions will be incorporated into construction documents. 
existing diadromous fish species, and recommended time of year (TOY) avoidance periods is provided below 
(Table 1). 
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Rep Cabral 


Rep Cabral 


Rep Cabral 


Rep Fernandes 


Rep Fernandes 


Rep Fiola 


Rep Gifford 


In-water work may proceed within the TOY restriction periods outlined in Table 1 if conducted behind 
cofferdams and cofferdam installation and removal can be staged to occur outside of the site TOY period(s). 


Stream flow should be maintained during all in-water work to maintain habitat connectivity and fish passage. A 
gravity-fed water control device is recommended over bypass pumps and other alternatives. 


| write to express my support for the following investments as a part of Phase | of the South Coast Rail Project. 
As | have maintained, a single-seat, direct rail transit route from New Bedford to Boston is necessary for the 
economic growth in New Bedford and the South Coast. This is not merely a luxury. If our region is to prosper in 
the 21st Century economy we must be connected by rail to major hubs, in particular Boston. 


We should include an express trip to and from New Bedford to Boston during peak travel periods. One cannot 
accurately measure rider demand without a true express option. A route with stop-overs and longer, circuitous 
routes might discourage regular use. As we've seen in other Massachusetts lines, reduced travel time will 
incentivize ridership. 


New Bedford needs a multi-modal station at Whale's Tooth. Not only will a multi-modal station guarantee 
accessibility to all passengers, countless surveys and studies have determined this-and not a simple rail 
platform-to be the best land use option. 


The proposed South Coast Rail project will provide vital transportation to Southeastern Massachusetts that will 
greatly impact the region's economy. As State Representative for Barnstable, Dukes, and Nantucket Counties, | 
urge you to move forward with the Middleboro route for the proposed South Coast Rail Project, as 
recommended in the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report. 


As a Representative for the Cape and Islands, | also envision a future where our region connects with the 
Middleboro line. Rail service to our region could boost our economy, afford residents from the Cape and 
Islands easier access to the greater Boston area, and alleviate some of the Cape's notorious traffic problems. 


| would like to add my continued unequivocal support for Phase 1, the Middleborough route while continuing 
to support the original preferred route through Stoughton. 


Thank you for the opportunity to express my support for South Coast Rail, Phase 1, as outlined in the Draft 
Supplemental Environmental Impact Report. 


We will incorporate these provisions into the construction documents. 


All permit conditions and restrictions will be incorporated into construction documents. 


MassDOT thanks you for your support. 


MassDOT is continuing to refine the operations schedule for Phase 1 to reduce trip times and will consider 
incorporating skip stops or express service. 


MassDOT acknowledges the potential for multimodal connections at Whale's Tooth and will continue to work 
with the City to develop concepts that may be beneficial. To meet the operations schedule of 2022, Whale's 
Tooth will be advanced as a commuter rail parking lot, and will include a pedestrian bridge, without precluding 
future modifications to allow for multimodal use, as the City and MassDOT continue to work together to develop 
possibilities for shared uses at this location. 


MassDOT thanks you for your support. 


As part of a separate study, increased service to Cape Cod will be studied and modeled from an operations and 
infrastructure perspective to determine demand and frequency of service. 


MassDOT thanks you for your support. 


MassDOT thanks you for your support. 





Rep Koczera | support this initiative and hope the FEIR will incorporate the concerns that follow. MassDOT thanks you for your support. 


Rep Koczera 


Rep Koczera 


Rep Koczera 


Further consideration must be given to expressing the passenger service to shorten the 91-minute commute. | 
propose alternating stops at stations along the route to reduce the time of the commute to have the desirous 
result of increasing ridership levels from the South Coast. 


Another very important concern that would enhance safety and mitigate traffic impacts is to construct an 
underpass at King's Highway in New Bedford. A grade crossing at this location is problematic; it will add to 
traffic congestion and result in unmanageable backups 


| support the incorporation of a multimodal station at the Whale's Tooth location offering regional 
transportation links, which connects the station to downtown and the Hick Logan neighborhood. Such a facility 
would make passenger rail service accessible to more people. 


MassDOT is continuing to refine the operations schedule for Phase 1 to reduce trip times and will consider 
incorporating skip stops or express service. 


This location was included in the Traffic analysis conducted during the prior MEPA process. The time of closure 
and frequency of trains at the Tarkiln Hill Road/Kings Highway grade crossing are not anticipated to result in 
significant traffic impacts. 


MassDOT acknowledges the potential for multimodal connections at Whale's Tooth and will continue to work 
with the City to develop concepts that may be beneficial. To meet the operations schedule of 2022, Whale's 
Tooth will be advanced as a commuter rail parking lot, and will include a pedestrian bridge, without precluding 
future modifications to allow for multimodal use, as the City and MassDOT continue to work together to develop 
possibilities for shared uses at this location. 
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11.01 


12.01 


12.02 


12.03 


12.04 


12.05 


12.06 


13.01 


Rep Markey 


Rep Orrall 


Rep Orrall 


Rep Orrall 
Rep Orrall 


Rep Orrall 


Rep Orrall 
Rep Schmid 


There are a great number of benefits to providing rail service to the South Coast, and | believe that the Phase | 
plan for the SCR will enable these benefits to be realized. Not only will this plan save the Commonwealth 
money, it will enable its citizens on the South Coast access to affordable, convenient transportation in a much 
more timely manner than the Full Build could. It is with this in mind that | fully support the plan to move ahead 
with Phase 1. 


| respectfully suggest that the option of Pilgrim Junction Service Option 1 (Section 2.4.2), keeping the Lakeville 
station instead of a new Pilgrim Junction station, has not been fully explored. It provides a one seat ride, has no 
impact to existing Middleborough-Lakeville riders, does not require wetland variances, and would provide 
service by 2022. | would suggest that this alternative has less of an environmental impact than the proposed 
Pilgrim Junction station. It is not clear to me how it was determined that this alternative should be dismissed. 
The comments included in the DSEIR to dismiss this alternative do not sufficiently answer what criteria and 
regulations were used to deem that a change of direction "would require at least 15 minutes of additional time 
to accommodate required operational and safety requirements." | would suggest that the operational 
requirements for this service option be clearly delineated. | also suggest that if there are safety regulations that 
would prohibit this option that they be stated as well. It is not clear to me what specific regulations are being 
used and whether there are potential exemptions. 


In addition, | believe in order to determine that this is not the option of least environmental impact, a detailed 
analysis of the computer modeling and advanced scheduling needs to be considered. It is not clear to me what 
effort was made to do scheduling changes to determine if this was a viable alternative. The potential for 
making up time with scheduling changes is not noted. We do not know what or if any alternative scheduling 
was explored. 


There is also little reference to what happens to the Lakeville station if the project moves forward with the new 
Pilgrim Junction station. The reuse and development of this station needs to also be considered for potential 
environmental impacts. 


On the Pilgrim Junction Service Option 3 -One seat ride via New Middleborough Station, | want to express my 
concerns regarding the potential traffic impacts to this area. While the DSEIR indicates that there are no 
detrimental impacts, | respectfully request that the intersections of Route 105 and |-495 be further evaluated 
for improvements that would increase economic development 


It also needs to be clear that the traffic mitigation will be fully provided for the Route 105 and Route 28 
intersection as well as an area of concern on Route 28 near the school and Hannaford's supermarket. This area 
is near the Route 105 and Route 28 intersection and has had a history of accidents and traffic issues. This area 
on Route 28 needs to be examined for potential impacts with a Pilgrim Junction citing and fully mitigated for 
improvements. 


The potential for economic development with this alternative route needs to be fully explored and explained in 
the communities of Lakeville, Middleborough, Berkley, and East Taunton. Officials need to be made aware of 
grant opportunities and state agencies that may be helpful in the event that Phase One of South Coast Rail 
moves forward. 


| write to voice strong support and advocacy of the Massachusetts Department of Transportation's South Coast 
Rail Phase Approach, as detailed and studied in the South Coast Rail Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact 
Report (DSEIR). 


MassDOT thanks you for your support. 


Reversing the train requires additional time for signal system route establishment (time-outs) and a member of 
the train crew to be positioned at the opposite end of the train from the engineer to look out for obstructions, 
pedestrians and general safety conditions, and to conduct the required Class II brake tests. Fifteen minutes has 
been scheduled to support this operation. This reverse move would impact all passengers using the service from 
the South Coast Study Area. This would impact the customer experience, and would result in lower ridership for 
the Phase 1 service. A reverse move to access the existing station creates the longest travel time for New 
Bedford/Fall River riders (105+ minutes) of the Pilgrim Junction service options considered in the DSEIR. 


Computer modeling of the proposed operations was used to help develop the proposed schedule and ridership 
projections. Longer trip times are noted to reduce ridership, so even a 15 minute delay each way can reduce 
demand on a trip that is already projected to take 90 minutes. 


MassDOT will continue to work with Lakeville to determine the disposition of the station and potential for 
enhanced Transit Oriented Development at this location. 


Intersection improvements proposed to help mitigate existing deficiencies within the Pilgrim Junction Station 
study area are described in DSEIR Chapter 5, Section 5.6. 


The MassDOT district office is undertaking a roadway safety audit at this intersection. Middleborough officials will 
be part of the planning process to determine what modifications are possible for this location to improve safety. 


We agree. Working with the communities along the Middleborough Secondary alignment will continue as the 
design advances to be sure their concerns are understood and they understand potential grant opportunities. 


MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
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14.01 Rep Silvia | am writing in strong support of the Massachusetts Department of Transportation's South Coast Rail Phased |MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
Approach, as outlined in the South Coast Rail Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement. 


15.01 Rep Strauss | am writing to express my strong support for the proposed Phase 1 service route through Middleborough as_—|MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
part of the South Coast Rail (SCR) Project as described and more thoroughly assessed in the DSEIR; | urge you 
to issue findings pursuant to MEP A regulation section 11.08(8)(b) that deem and treat the draft SEIR as a final 
SEIR going forward. 
16.01 Sen Boncore | write in strong support of the Massachusetts Department of Transportation's South Coast Rail Phased MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
epee Approach, as outline in the South Coast Rail Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement. 


17.01 This project is essential to the South Coast. | understand we must do a phased approach. MassDOT thanks you for your support. 


18.01 Sen Montigny — |First, the DSEIR puts forth a proposed schedule of trains travelling to and from New Bedford each day. While —_|Reducing trip times could encourage more ridership and MassDOT is continuing to refine the operations 

this establishes a baseline, hardworking taxpayers in my district deserve more than a few peak trains that schedule for Phase 1 to do exactly that. Reduced trip times could also be achieved through incorporating skip 
constitute a ride time of 90 minutes or more. Reducing this time or creating an express train from new Bedford |stops or express service. MassDOT will work with MBTA operations to determine the potential for 

to South Station could increase ridership and help remove vehicles from our congested highways. implementation of these measures. 





18.02 Sen Montigny |Third, | implore the administration to take this opportunity to review a multimodal station at the Whale's Tooth |MassDOT acknowledges the potential for multimodal connections at Whale's Tooth and will continue to work 

Ication. This will provide an accessible transportation hub connecting downtown New Bedford to its waterfront [with the City to develop concepts that may be beneficial. To meet the operations schedule of 2022, Whale's 

and surrounding neighborhoods. Tooth will be advanced as a commuter rail parking lot, and will include a pedestrian bridge, without precluding 
future modifications to allow for multimodal use, as the City and MassDOT continue to work together to develop 


possibilities for shared uses at this location. 


19.01 Sen Pacheco Environmental, social and economic justice issues will go unmet if there is no legal guarantee that Phase Il, The Administration is committed to advancing the design and permitting of the Full Build Project. 
Stoughton Preferred will be completed. Taunton, New Bedford and Fall River are the only three Gateway cities 

within 50 miles of Boston without rail service. phase 1 will bring rail to the downtowns of both Fall River and 

New Bedford, however, not downtown Taunton. Our community residents will be provided with transportation 

via a shuttle bus from downtown to a station that is to be located on the outskirts of the City. Where is the 


equity and economic justice in that? 


19.02 Sen Pacheco While the report indicates that the relocation and construction of the Middleborough train station will have no |The provision of a new station at Pilgrim Junction near the I-495 Exit 4 interchange is not anticipated to have a 

additional negative traffic or community impact | totally disagree, as do the town officials who were not negative effect on rotary traffic. MassDOT has met with Middleborough town officials and held public 

consulted on the Phase 1 plan. The Middleborough Rotary will be further impacted by Phase 1; the full information meetings numerous times during the design and development process, starting in 2016, and will 

reconstruction rotary plan, with flyover, should move forward as originally approved by DOT, as mitigation for |continue to work with the Town of Middleborough to understand and address local concerns as they relate to 

the station relocation. the South Coast Rail Project. Additional infrastructure projects outside the scope of SCR will be addressed 
separately. 


Sen Pacheco 2. |What guarantees are in place that the administration will complete both phases of the South Coast Rail project?}The Administration is committed to advancing the design and permitting of the Full Build Project. 


Sen Pacheco 2 {Are there any processes in place that will bind the administration to completing the second phase of the South |The Administration is committed to advancing the design and permitting of the Full Build Project. 
Coast Rail project? 


Sen Pacheco 2 |Is there a possibility of developing a pilot program with innovative train technology, such as the use of MassDOT is not undertaking a hydrogen fuel cell pilot. 
hydrogen fuel cells, that would originate at the Dean Street Station? 





Sen Pacheco 2. {Please outline the exact timeline for each step for completion of the overall process. The current schedule is as follows: 30% design of the Middleborough alternative was completed on January 31, 


2018. The Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement was submitted on January 31, 2018. Wetland 
permitting has been underway since August 2017. All Wetland permits will be in hand by November 2018. Final 
design is expected to be complete by June 2019. Construction begins July 2019 and Revenue Service begins 
November 2022. 


we) we) No No 
oO oO oO oO 
(o) oO oO oO 
iW Ww NO = 





SOL-L 


Comment # 


N N N N N N N N N N N 
S S S S S S S S S S S 
uw sR wu N = oO Oo © ~N Oo un 


Commenter 
Sen Pacheco 2. |Why is there no money in the 5-year capital plan for construction of the Stoughton Route? Is there going to be 


money in the next capital plan for construction of the Stoughton route, as opposed to early action? 


Sen Pacheco 2. |How many trains are going to be run along the Middleborough Secondary Line? How many trains would run 


once the Middleborough route is completed? 


Sen Pacheco 2. {What are the expected ridership numbers for the Middleborough Secondary Line once it is completed? What 


are the expected numbers after the Stoughton route is completed? 


Sen Pacheco 2. |What will the cost per rider be for Middleborough before and after the completion of the Stoughton Route? 


Sen Pacheco 2. {What will the expected travel time be from both Fall River and New Bedford to Boston using the 


Middleborough Route? Using the Stoughton Route? 


Sen Pacheco 2. {What effect will the addition of the Middleborough Secondary Line have upon rail 


service for the Cape? What limitations will this impose upon said route? 


Sen Pacheco 2. _|Does anyone expect a quick and easy route through the environmental permitting process? 


Sen Pacheco 2. {That said, has all of the existing environmental data referenced above been taken into account in the planning 


and permitting discussions for the Middleborough Secondary Line? 


Sen Pacheco 2. |Why is the Middleborough Secondary Line still considered a practicable route when the Army Corps of 
Engineers has determined "that there is no practicable alternative to the Stoughton Electric alternative which 
would have less adverse impact on the aquatic ecosystem, and also does not have other significant adverse 


environmental consequences."? 


Sen Pacheco 2. |How does the Middleborough Secondary Line address the Commonwealth's Sustainable Development 
Principles, the state's Greenhouse Gas initiatives, and our commitment to increasing our local and regional 
resiliency in the face of climate change? What will the addition of the diesel Middleborough Secondary Line do 


to the Commonwealth's Greenhouse Gas emissions? 


Sen Pacheco 2 |Ultimately, what are we looking at in a fair and equitable assessment of the Stoughton Route and 
Middleborough Secondary Line? Is it just a total cost figure? Is it a perceived timeline? Is it a cost per trip as a 
comparison (Stoughton's 40 trips to the Middleborough's 4)? Has there been any comparison done on the 
economic development, social, and environmental justice aspects of both of these options? Does this type of 
comparison still justify a Middleborough Secondary Line for the short term, with a promise of a Stoughton 
Route as a Phase II, which may never be delivered? Or, does a fair and equitable comparison of these options 
show that Middleborough is just "taking people for a ride," giving them something that's better than nothing in 


order to deliver on a long overdue promise? 


Design north of Cotley Junction is currently at the 15% level and must advance before the issuance of any 
permits. No construction may commence until all permits, including the Corps’ Section 404 Permit and Record of 
Decision, are obtained. MassDOT does not anticipate having all permits within the current CIP timeline.The 

South Coast Rail program costs are described in the Executive Summary and the DSEIR. 


The schedule of operations is described in Chapter 2 of the DSEIR. There will be 26 trains per day along the 
Middleborough Secondary (13 into South Station and 13 out of South Station each day) 


Ridership is anticipated at approximately 1,600 passengers per day (not including those boarding at Pilgrim 
Junction Station). Ridership is described in more detail, including by station in 2030 and 2040 under the Full Build 
scenario, in the DSEIR and Appendices. 


The South Coast Rail program costs are described in the Executive Summary and the DSEIR. Phase 1 is estimated 
at $936 Million. The Full Build is estimated at $3.2 billion (inclusive of the $936 million spent on Phase 1). 


Travel times are included in Chapter 2 of the DSEIR. Estimates for travel between Boston and the South Coast 
termini are approximately 91 minutes for Phase 1 and 77 minutes for Full Build. 


Phase 1 has been designed to ensure that new project elements and extended service on the Middleborough 
Line do not impair current service or preclude future increases in service to Cape Cod. As part of a separate study, 
increased service to Cape Cod will be studied and modeled from an operations and infrastructure perspective to 
determine demand and frequency of service. 


While all environmental permitting requires time for agency review and to design for avoidance and minimization 
measures, Phase 1 will not result in extensive wetland and waterway impacts, as the Full Build will. This results in a 
shorter timeframe for permitting of Phase 1 elements than is required for the Full Build. 


MassDOT collected environmental data for new Phase 1 areas along the Middleborough Secondary in 2017. The 
team also conducted four interagency coordinating meetings in 2017 and 2018, attended by state and federal 
agencies, to review environmental data and discuss permitting requirements. Work with these agencies will 
continue through the final design and permitting process. 


The use of the Middleborough Secondary for Phase 1 service is not an alternative to the Full Build. Phase 1 will be 
implemented while the design and permitting of the Full Build continues to be advanced. 


Phase 1 will provide earlier service than is possible with the Full Build Project alone. This means a reduction in 
vehicle miles traveled will begin in 2022 rather than in 2030. Once the Full Build is operational, the Phase 1 
alignment, which is less prone to flooding, will remain available as a secondary route for use in extreme weather 
events. While Phase 1 will utilize existing trainsets, MassDOT and the MBTA are retiring older locomotives and 
replacing them with cleaner engines to reduce emissions throughout the system. 


When assessing the viability and rationale of building Phase |, MassDOT looked at cost, public benefit, ridership, 
and overall MBTA system enhancement. Improvements to the Southern Triangle will be beneficial for both 
phases as well as for freight traffic. Phase 1 is not an alternative to the Full Build. In addition, upgrading the 
Middleborough Secondary to commuter rail standards increases system-wide resiliency. In both phases, 
environmental justice communities are served, as explained in great detail in DSEIR Chapter 4. 
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Comment # Commenter 
Sen Pacheco 2 


the Middleborough Secondary Line? 


Sen Pacheco 2. |Where is the new commuter rail station expected to be located in East Taunton? What efforts will be made to 


get people from the heart of Taunton to the new East Taunton station? 


Sen Pacheco 2. {Why is the Green line extension being completed before South Coast Rail when much of that area's potential 


ridership already has access to public transportation? 


Sen Rodrigues {I write in strong support of the Massachusetts Department of Transportation's South Coast Rail Phased 


Approach, as outlined in the South Coast Rail Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement. 


Sen Timilty | would like to take this opportunity to outline my staunch opposition to the proposed Stoughton Straight 
Alternative, also known as the Full Build Project, for the South Coast Rail Project. | stand in firm solidarity with 


the citizens of the region, including the residents of Stoughton, Easton, and Canton, in opposition to this 


the provision of commuter rail service to the South Coast. 


CCConCom 


Easton BOS The existing Main Street overpass will not accommodate double-decker train cars and would need to be 
reconstructed so that there is no material grade change along Main Street itself. An at-grade crossing or an 


improved overpass with a significant rise from current grade is not acceptable. Either would negate the 


Commonwealth. 


Easton BOS The activated rail line and its attendant catenary wires, signaling and crossing infrastrncture will have a severe 


visual impact on the town, especially the historic districts in and around North Easton Village. As noted in the 


Commonwealth. Impacts to these historic districts would need to be appropriately mitigated. 


Easton BOS Sound barriers and other noise mitigation measures would be required in areas of high residential density 


along the line, in addition to the locations proposed in the FEIR. 


Easton BOS 
at a lower cost and with less environmental impact. The DSEIR does not provide a full cost analysis comparing 
the cost of Full Build to the full cost of Phasing the project (i.e. Phase |, followed by construction of the 


DSEIR itself, state significant savings will be realized by constructing the Middleboro connection to the 
Southern Triangle sooner than would be possible for the Full Build. Once constructed it would seem the 
Middleboro Alternative has met the project's goal and the Stoughton Alternative will be unnecessary. 


Easton BOS 
affect the decision of businesses and potential homeowners to locate in Easton. The town, with financial 
support from the Commonwealth, has made significant investments over the past several years to attract new 


hold while the feasibility of the Middleboro Alternative is further evaluated. 
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proposal. | stand with these towns in favor of the Middleboro Alternative remaining the long-term solution for 


economic boost this area is realizing as a result of the millions of revitalization dollars invested by the town and 


previous bullet the town has spent millions of dollars revitalizing this area, with significant assistance from the 


and re-development projects to the areas identified as Priority Development Areas in the SouthCoast Corridor 
Plan. It would seem from both a fiscal and expediency standpoint, the Stoughton Alternative should be put on 


What specific areas of the Stoughton Route are of concern for flooding? Are there any flooding concerns with 


In the Stoughton Route, as described in the FEIS/FEIR, there are several stretches of track (including 3 bridges in 
the Downtown Taunton area) that cross the Taunton River and are below the 100-year flood elevation. As the 
design advances for the Full BUild through this section of track, the vertical clearance for the Overhead Catenary 
System is a limiting factor for elevation within the floodplain. 


The location of the new train station is described in DSEIR Chapters 1 and 2. MassDOT is working with GATRA to 
provide bus service from the center of Taunton to the East Taunton station during Phase 1 operations. 


MassDOT is advancing both the Green Line Extension (GLX) and South Coast Rail. GLX is, in part, federally 
funded, fully permitted, and now proceeding under a new design/build contract. MassDOT notes that the 
Baker+D94-Polito Administration is fully committed to accelerating South Coast Rail so that Phase 1 service to 
Taunton, Fall River and New Bedford can be operational by the end of 2022, years ahead of when the Full Build 
service could be provided. 


MassDOT thanks you for your support. 


Thank you for your comment. The Administration is committed to advancing the design and permitting of the 
Full Build Project to fully service the ridership demand from Southeastern MA. We will continue to work with 
municipalities and local officials to understand and respond to the region's concerns. 





What are the next steps for Commuter Rail to Buzzards Bay in Bourne? MassDOT is undertaking a study of anticipated ridership and operations to better-understand the potential for 
commuter rail service to Cape Cod. 


As confirmed in your letter to Jean Fox dated January 28, 2014, the Town sought and received confirmation that 
the rail line will pass underneath Main Street with no material grade change along Main Street itself, and that the 
18'6" clearance required for electrification will not adversely Impact the Main Street crossing. 


As the design advances on the Full Build, MassDOT will work with the Town on specific design measures to 


minimize visual impacts. 


The FEIS/FEIR provided guidelines and proposed mitigation for potential noise impacts associated with the 


Stoughton Straight Electric Alternative (the "Full Build Project"). 


The Middleboro alternative achieves the goal of providing commuter rail service to Fall River and New Bedford |Chapter 2 of the DSEIR provides an analysis of the Phase 1 and Full Build Costs. Phase 1 service is not an 
alternative to the Full Build Project, but rather is an approach that will allow some service to be provided, and 


some benefits to accrue, earlier than would be possible with the Full Build Project alone. Phase 1 operations will 


Stoughton to Taunton connection). Both a DSEIR Fact Sheet (availably on the South Coast Rail website) and the | not fully meet the desired service plan, and therefore the Administration is committed to advancing the design 
and permitting of the Full Build Project. 


There is concern that ambiguity as to whether the SouthCoast Rail will be coming through Easton will adversely |Phase 1 service is not an alternative to the Full Build Project, but rather is an approach that will allow some 


service to be provided, and some benefits to accrue, earlier than would be possible with the Full Build Project 
alone. Phase 1 operations will not fully meet the desired service plan, and therefore the Administration is 
committed to advancing the design and permitting of the Full Build Project. 
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Fairhaven BOS {At their February 26, 2018 meeting, the Fairhaven Board of Selectmen voted to support the South Coast Rail MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
Phase | project as detailed in the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (DSEIR) filed by the 
Massachusetts Department of Transportation (MassDOT). 


Mayor Correia |As Mayor of the City of Fall River, | am writing to convey my full support for the South Coast Rail Phase 1 MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
Fall River Project. 


Mayor Correia |While | am disappointed that the Phase 1 Plan does not include the full-build, station site at Battleship Cove, | |The Administration is committed to advancing the design and permitting of the Full Build Project. MassDOT will 
Fall River understand that the Phase 1 Project, as presented, will be very beneficial to Fall River. | ask that the second continue to work with the City of Fall River to advance the design, permitting and schedule for Battleship Cove 
station location, designed to serve a large residential base within walking distance of Battleship Cove, be Station. 
completed as soon as possible. This station provides important service to an environmental justice population 


which is dependent upon public transportation for their day to day activities. 


Camara Fall | oppose the Phase 1 service proposal through Middleborough and | support the permitting and funding of the |Thank you for your comment. While the Full Build more-fully meets demand, Phase 1 allows some service in the 
River Stoughton Straight Electric Alternative near term. The Administration is committed to advancing the design and permitting of the Full Build Project. 


Camara Fall It is financially responsible to proceed with the preferred Stoughton Route, rather than funding a Phase 1 will include the construction of 56% of the Full Build infrastructure (the so-called "Southern Triangle"). 
River Middleborough route that will consume hundreds of thousands of dollars of our Commonwealth's limited Constructing this portion of the Project prior to 2022 will result in cost savings by avoiding escalation. This 
resources for a diesel fueled train that likely will not serve efficiently and effectively those from Fall River, new {savings will offset the cost to upgrade the Middleborough Secondary for Phase 1 service. This is described further 


Bedford and Taunton who seek a quicker and cleaner rail transport to Boston and points between the South in Chapter 2 of the DSEIR and in the Executive Summary. 
Coast cities and stopes long the route. 


Long Fall River |As City Councilor in Fall River, | proudly support advancing Phase | of the South Coast Rail project. MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
Pelletier Fall | would like to take this opportunity to express my support for this project as it will bring many opportunities to] MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
River the residents of Fall River. 


Freetown BOS |The Freetown Board of Selectmen favorably supports the scope of work outlined in the DSEIR. MassDOT thanks you for your support. 


Lakeville BOS — |The Town of Lakeville is host to the Middleborough/Lakeville Commuter Rail Station. The Board of Selectmen |MassDOT will continue to work with Lakeville officials to determine the future use of the 
have met with representatives from MassDOT, MBTA and the South Coast Rail design team regarding the Middleborough/Lakeville Station. As stated in the DSEIR, the station can stay open for Cape Flyer Service or be 





extension of service to Taunton, New Bedford and Fall River. At these meetings, the Selectmen have expressed |closed (with service moved to Pilgrim Junction Station) to allow for additional development on this parcel. 
their opposition to the potential closing of the Lakeville Commuter Rail Station, and the project in general. The |MassDOT is looking forward to discussing these options with the Board of Selectmen. 

project does not provide a reasonable benefit in relation to the overall cost and provides no benefit whatsoever 

to Lakeville. 


developed specifically to attract tenants that would utilize the commuter rail. In addition to the residential for all TOD riders alighting from the existing Middleborough/Lakeville Station. In consideration of Phase 1 
developments already in place, the Selectmen have a warrant article at our upcoming Special Town Meeting to |service, as part of the next update to the Corridor Plan, the Town of Middleborough could consider engaging 
extend the Smart Growth Zoning for 166 additional housing units centered around the Commuter Rail Station. |residents, business owners, officials, and organizations, assisted by MassDOT and SRPEDD, to look more closely 
The relocation of the Middleborough/Lakeville Station would have a negative effect on the businesses in the —_| at impacts to new and existing residents and businesses. Technical Assistance funds could be a source of revenue 
area, as well as, the residents in the residential developments surrounding the station. for this exercise. 


Lakeville BOS |The area nearby to the existing station has been designated as the Town's "Smart Growth District", designed to |MassDOT will continue to work with Lakeville representatives to determine the future use of the 
encourage residential and business development. In addition, located on the same street as the Station, is a 204}Middleborough/Lakeville Station. As stated in the DSEIR, the station can stay open for Cape Service or be closed 
unit 40R residential development known as "The Residences at Lakeville Station". These apartment units were _|to allow for additional development on this parcel. Shuttle service will provide a connection to the new station 


will negatively impact Lakeville residents. markings and signage, and minor geometric modifications such as driveway reconfiguration, driveway closures, 
vegetation clearing, and utility pole relocations. The owners of properties that would be affected by noise at or 
above the severe noise impact level and who may be eligible for noise mitigation will be consulted to identify 
preferred mitigation measures. 
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Lakeville BOS |We also have serious safety concerns regarding at-grade railroad crossings, which until now have not had As described in DSEIR Chapter 2, Sections 2.6.3 and 2.6.5, all existing public grade crossings on the Phase 1 
commuter rail traffic. There have been no discussions with the Town of Lakeville regarding safety concerns at {railroad rights-of-way have flashing lights installed. It is recommended that each location be upgraded to include 
the at grade crossings and noise mitigation for residents located along the tracks. The additional train traffic a combination of new, state-of-the-art, Automatic Highway Crossing Warning (AHCW) systems, pavement 
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Commenter Comment Response 


| would like to start out saying that | fully support the construction of the South Coast Rail and fully support the} Phase 1 service is not an alternative to the Full Build. MassDOT is committed to continuing to advance the design 


original and ‘Preferred Option’ plan for an electric rail along the ‘Stoughton Route’. My main opposition to this 
recycled ‘Middleborough secondary line’ proposal is based on the total exclusion of Middleborough in the 
planning of this alternative, and the complete lack of positive impacts for our Town, indeed the ‘Phase 1’ plan 
does not fulfill any of the ‘Project Goals’ for the entire “Middleboro Alternative Corridor’. 


Why wasn’t SRPEDD, or the Task force consulted with, or included in, planning process? Why weren't the local 
municipal Boards consulted in the Planning Process? What was gained by excluding the 4 municipalities that 
make up this corridor in the planning process? 


How does the ‘Middleboro Alternative’ achieve any of the Project Goals for the communities of East Taunton, 
Berkley, Lakeville or Middleborough? 


There are 5 at Grade crossings in the 7 miles, with 26 trains a day, you are adding 130 at grade train crossings a 


day, to this corridor, with no traffic mitigation. Lights and signals do not constitute traffic mitigation. 


The idea that the Cotley Junction Station in East Taunton will serve Taunton is a flagrant misrepresentation. The 


reality is people don't drive south to board a north Bound Train. Taunton will not be served by this station. 


The Pilgrim Junction Station has multiple issues. SCR is reducing the number of parking spots, 800 at the 
current location to 500 at the new station. You are reducing the opportunities for commuters to use this train. 
Let me be clear, you are reducing the number of commuters that can access this train. 


A reduction of parking spots not only discourages transit ridership, it reduces the current opportunities of 
economic growth and harms the current businesses in the area. Again, this proposal does not spur economic 
growth, it diminishes current economic activity. The DSEIR states “There is no existing concept plan for 
potential TOD at the Pilgrim Junction Station”. And there are no opportunities for ‘smart growth’. 


This proposal places the entrance to the station at the intersection of 105/495, and 350 yards away from the 
105/28 intersection. After an extensive 1-day traffic study on a beautiful day in June, MADOT rated this 
intersection of 105/28 as deficient. MADOT goes on to state that even after mitigation the intersection will 
remain deficient. This is simply not acceptable. 


and permitting of the Full Build. MassDOT conducted a series of six public meetings in September of 2016 
throughout Southeastern Massachusetts, including in the Town of Middleborough. Presentations were also 
conducted in Fall River, New Bedford, Taunton, Easton, and Canton. All were well attended. In addition, MassDOT 
met with the Middleborough Board of Selectmen on May 8, 2017, September 11, 2017, and December 7, 2017. 
MassDOT also conducted a legislative briefing and invited representatives from Middleborough to participate 
and comment. We will continue to work with Middleborough throughout the design and construction process to 
provide opportunities to develop positive outcomes for the Town. 


MassDOT conducted a series of six public meetings in September of 2016 throughout Southeastern 
Massachusetts, including in the Town of Middleborough. Presentations were also conducted in Fall River, New 
Bedford, Taunton, Easton, and Canton. All were well attended. MassDOT briefed SRPEDD on the Phase 1 plan and 
SRPEDD attended several public meetings. MassDOT understands that continued and improved coordination 
with Southeast municipalities is imperative and we will continue to solicit input to improve the Project. 


The Administration is committed to advancing the design and permitting of the Full Build Project. The use of the 
Middleborough Secondary for Phase 1 service is not an alternative to the Full Build. Phase 1 service will bring 
commuter rail service to the City of Taunton and the communities in the Southern Triangle as early as possible, 
thus providing economic and transportation benefits in the near term. The full benefits described in the SCR 
FEIS/FEIR will be realized through implementation of the Full Build. 


As described in DSEIR Chapter 5, Section 5.1, existing grade crossing locations along the Middleborough 
Secondary were evaluated for project impacts under Phase 1 with respect to intersection and roadway traffic 
operations, pedestrian and bicycle accommodations, and parking at each planned station. No impact to traffic 
was found at these grade crossings. 


The East Taunton Station will become the closest MBTA Commuter Rail station to downtown Taunton in Phase 1. 
It will offer convenient access to Routes 24 and 140, and will connect to downtown Taunton via feeder bus 
service. As discussed in the DSEIR, MassDOT is working with GATRA to provide bus service from the center of 
Taunton to the East Taunton station during Phase 1 operations. CTPS projects approximately 420 daily inbound 
boardings at East Taunton Station. 


Middleborough/Lakeville Station currently provides access to commuter rail for many riders originating from 
destinations to the south. The model used to project ridership considered that these riders would be alighting at 
stations along the Phase 1 route south and west of Middleborough, reducing demand at Pilgrim Junction station 
and thereby reducing traffic generation and parking demand. As described in DSEIR Chapter 5, Section 5.5, the 
parking supply at Pilgrim Junction Station will in fact be sufficient to meet the peak parking demand under both 
Phase 1 and Full Build operations, which is 453 and 483 daily parkers, respectively. 


As described in DSEIR Chapter 5, Section 5.5, based on the projected daily park & ride (PNR) ridership, the 
parking supply at Pilgrim Junction Station will be sufficient to meet the peak parking demand under both Phase 1 
and Full Build operations, which is 453 and 483 daily parkers, respectively. With the need to provide transit- 
related parking reduced or eliminated at the Middleborough/Lakeville station, land could become available there 
for new economic development opportunities, should the Town of Lakeville desire. In addition, passengers 
boarding at the new Pilgrim Junction Station could become patrons for nearby businesses, particularly at the 
commercial node on Main Street between E. Grove St and the vehicular entrance to the new station. 


Although there are no anticipated adverse impacts caused by the Proposed Project in Middleborough, the 
following intersection improvements are being proposed to mitigate existing deficiencies as described further in 
the DSEIR: complete a road safety audit (RSA) at the intersections of Route 105/Route 28, and implement 
recommended improvements, as appropriate; modify traffic signal timing and phasing at the intersection of 
Route 105 and Route 28 to provide protected/permissive left turns for all approaches; and modify traffic signal 
timing and phasing at the intersection of Route 105 and I-495 Northbound to incorporate the new station 
driveway and a pedestrian crossing of Route 105 on the northeastern leg of the intersection. 





CLL-L 


Comment # 


Middleborough |This proposal ignores the traffic impact of the neighboring Middleborough Rotary and ignores all the economic|As noted in DSEIR Chapter 5, Section 5.5, Pilgrim Junction Station-related trips through the Middleborough 
BOS potential of surrounding areas identified in the South Coast Rail Economic Development and Land Use Corridor | Rotary will be unchanged. Chapter 13, Section 13.2.2 explains that the existing Middleborough/Lakeville Station, 
Plan. You are ignoring your own report!! which could remain open to service existing Cape Flyer riders and to support a potential future Cape shuttle 
service connection, may also see new TOD. The daily demand for parking spaces will be lower, and portions of 
the parking lot could become available for redevelopment. 


Middleborough |This Station is proposing a parking lot that will cover approximately 71% of the site with impervious materials. |As described in DSEIR Chapter 8, Section 8.4.4.3, because the Pilgrim Junction Station is within Zone II of a 
BOS That parcel is ina WHPD Zone (2) that prohibits that type of cover. This is an important recharge resource for a |municipal groundwater well, stormwater runoff will be treated so that at least 44 percent of total suspended 
municipal well, How does MADOT plan to reconcile the project with that restriction? solids are removed prior to discharge to an infiltration structure and the infiltration BMPs will be sized to treat at 
least 1 inch of runoff over the impervious area. 


Middleborough |From the section on site Selection Criteria, the report states ‘As a phased service it is critical that the DSEIR Chapter 2, Table 2-1, provides a useful summary of Middleborough service options that indicates why the 
BOS infrastructure developed as part of Phase 1 provide future use and long-term benefits as well as independent |construction of a new Pilgrim Junction station was chosen as part of the preferred alternative. It minimizes 
utility even when the full build is realized.’ The plan for the station at Pilgrim Junction is in direct contradiction |environmental impacts, minimizes trip times, and maintains operational flexibility by minimizing operational 
to this statement. conflicts on the Middleborough Main Line and by not precluding future Cape Cod service. 


Middleborough |When | look at the Public transportation benefits for Middleborough, | don’t see any... This does not improve — {As shown in DSEIR Chapter 2, Table 2-3, as part of Phase 1 service, one additional inbound and one additional 

BOS mobility, there is a decrease in parking availability and it is sited in an already deficient traffic corridor outbound trip will be scheduled from Middleborough, bringing the total number of weekday trips to 26. The 
parking supply at Pilgrim Junction Station has been calibrated to meet the peak parking demand under both 
Phase 1 and Full Build operations. As explained in the response to comment 32.10, the proposed Pilgrim Junction 
Station is not anticipated to impact traffic conditions, and MassDOT will strive to improve existing conditions 
through mitigation measures. 


Middleborough |! don't see how this location will lower any accident rates, the introduction of this station 350 yards from an As explained in DSEIR Chapter 5, Section 5.3.2, the current crash rate at the intersection South Main Street (Route 

BOS intersection that is already ranked in the ‘Top 100 Crash locations’. This does not bode well for the future. 105) at W. Grove Street (Route 28) exceeds the statewide average. A separate, more comprehensive crash 
analysis was completed for this location in accordance with MassDOT’s Road Safety Audit (RSA) guidelines. It was 
determined that an RSA is required in Middleborough, separate from the SCR proposed improvements, and will 
be undertaken by MassDOT. The RSA site investigation commenced in April of 2018. The recommended 
measures to improve safety at this location, when developed and approved, will be incorporated into the Phase 1 
project. 

Middleborough |This proposal does not ‘Foster a more livable community’. The new station parking lot threatens our municipal |As explained in the responses to comments 32.08 and 32.10 above, the proposed Pilgrim Junction Station is not 

BOS water supply and cripples with traffic, yet another access point to our community. anticipated to impact either the water supply or traffic conditions. 


Middleborough |This proposal does not increase our ‘access to transit’. Incredibly it is reducing our access. The parking lot size is | Middleborough/Lakeville Station currently provides access to commuter rail for many riders originating from 

BOS being reduced. Middleborough will have less opportunity for transit. destinations to the south. The model used to project ridership considered that these riders would be alighting at 
stations along the Phase 1 route to the south and west of Middleborough, reducing demand at Pilgrim Junction 
station and thereby reducing traffic generation and parking demand. As described in DSEIR chapter 5, Section 
5.5, the parking supply at Pilgrim Junction Station will in fact be sufficient to meet the peak parking demand 
under both Phase 1 and Full Build operations, which is 453 and 483 daily parkers, respectively. 


Middleborough |None of these issues will ‘Boost Real Estate Values’. These negative impacts will reduce our attractiveness and |According to research from the American Public Transportation Association, public transportation can boost real 
BOS negatively impact our Real Estate values. estate values. Various studies can be found at 


https://www.apta.com/aptasearchcenter/Results.aspx?k=real%20estate%20value 


Middleborough |Phase 1 will have 26 trains daily on this line. That is the full capacity. There is no room for expansion. This plan |Phase 1 has been designed to ensure that new project elements and extended service on the Middleborough 
BOS will be the end of a Cape Flyer Train on Friday nights, and will stop any further expansion of rail service to the ~|Line do not impair current service or preclude future increases in service to Cape Cod. The Phase 1 service is an 
Cape. extension of the existing commuter rail service and will utilize trains that operate on the Middleborough 

Commuter Rail alignment today and run them to Fall River and New Bedford. This will not interfere with the 
weekend Cape Flyer Service that uses the Middleborough Main Line today. Any increase in service to Cape Cod 
to allow for daily commuter rail service would need to be accommodated on the same trains that run on this line 
today. Service could be accommodated through a cross platform transfer at Pilgrim Junction. Increased service to 
Cape Cod will continue to be studied as a separate project, and modeled from an operations and infrastructure 
perspective to determine demand and frequency of service. 
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Commenter Comment Response 


What assurance do any of us have that Phase 2 will be built? In fact your report states, “The likelihood of 
barriers to service in the full build is even greater since the Stoughton line joins the Northeast Corridor’. 


The Administration is committed to advancing the design and permitting of the Full Build Project. 


The DSEIR states “Final construction and operating cost resources have not yet been determined” for Phase 2... |Phase 1 service is not an alternative to the Full Build Project, but rather is an approach that will allow some 

Who can guarantee that Phase 1 will not be the long term substandard band-aid for the South Coast? This Plan |service to be provided, and some benefits to accrue, earlier than would be possible with the Full Build Project 

and its impacts are very likely to be the only Phase. alone. Phase 1 operations will not fully meet the desired service plan, and therefore the Administration is 
committed to advancing the design and permitting of the Full Build Project. 

What's worse is Phase 1 will only meet 10% of the demand for the approximately 30k work trips from the South|In addition to resulting in new transit system trips, Phase 1 will provide additional benefits, including earlier 

Coast Region to Boston. The ‘No Action’ plan meets 7% of the ridership demand. $935 million dollars for a service to Taunton, Fall River and New Bedford, increased system resiliency, VMT reductions, air quality benefits, 

difference of 3%... and escalation savings. For more details on the overall benefits of Phase 1, please see Section 2.6.9 of the DSEIR. 


And this plan threatens a municipal water system, reduces transit access, reduces economic development, and 
cripples yet another entry point to my Town... 


As explained in the responses to comments 32.08 and 32.10 above, the proposed Pilgrim Junction Station is not 
anticipated to impact either the water supply or traffic conditions. The parking supply at Pilgrim Junction Station 
will be sufficient to meet the peak parking demand under Phase 1 and Full Build operations, and an additional 
round trip will be scheduled from the new station. 


| believe that a phased approach, as proposed in the draft EIR, that would entail the construction of the longer |MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
"Middleboro alternative" to be followed at some point by the construction of the Stoughton route, is 
appropriate under the circumstances. 


First, MassDOT should establish express nonstop service from New Bedford to Boston for at least one daily trip |The proposed SCR Phase 1 service is an extension of existing Middleborough/Lakeville service, and per direction 

each way. Express service has worked well on the Worcester line to Boston, and would be even more necessary |from MBTA Railroad Operations the proposed service should not require modifications to existing service 

on the considerably longer Middleboro route from New Bedford. Otherwise, the commute will be too long for {stopping patterns between Braintree and Middleborough. Creating an express non-stop service between New 

New Bedford area residents to sustain. Bedford and Boston would require the elimination of service to existing stations and riders along the 
Middleborough Main Line. Additionally, due to capacity constraints on the Middleborough Main Line and at 
South Station, there is no additional capacity to provide peak period trips beyond those proposed for the Phase 1 
service. 

Second, MassDOT should work closely with the City to develop a plan for city-owned land at the Whale's Tooth|MassDOT acknowledges the potential for multimodal uses at Whale's Tooth and will continue to work with the 

terminus that offers regional transportation links, connects the site to the downtown and the Hick Logan City to develop concepts that may be beneficial. To meet the operations schedule of 2022, Whale's Tooth will be 

neighborhood, and avoids interference with maritime businesses along the waterfront. Although not reflected [advanced as a commuter rail parking lot including a pedestrian bridge, without precluding future modifications 

in the draft EIR, the administration's commitment to design a multimodal station instead of a mere train to allow for multimodal use, as the City and MassDOT continue to work together to develop possibilities for 

platform is a significant step forward. A multimodal station would make passenger rail service accessible to shared uses at this location. 

more people, and it would have the added benefit of replacing the aging downtown bus station. 


Third, the project should not be allowed to crowd out other state capital investments in Greater New Bedford. 
For many years, the demand for passenger rail service to Boston has distracted from the state's role in 
supporting the development of the region's existing economic assets. For instance, much of New Bedford 
harbor has not been dredged by the state in decades, and the State Pier has been allowed to fall into a 
troubling state of disrepair. Meanwhile, the state-owned New Bedford-Fairhaven Bridge has been characterized 
in a recent MassDOT feasibility study as "functionally obsolete," and is in need of significant repairs. 


Providing funding for a much-needed rail service to the region does not negate the need for other investments. 
We recognize that additional projects have been identified as priorities by the communities of the South Coast 
Region and the Administration will continue to work with the region to prioritize investments. 


As a Councilor At-Large here in the City of New Bedford, an urban community that represents 100,000-plus 
residents, | am writing in support to fully endorse commuter rail service to Boston. | support the "Phase 1" 
initiative of this project because our community needs better access to higher earning wages, better access to 
universities and better access to medical specialists. 


Dunn NB | am therefore, writing in support of the proposed phased approach for the South Coast Rail project, as MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
outlined in the DSEIR. 


MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
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In response to the DSEIR on the proposed "phased approach" to the project, the Town continues to note that 
such an approach is contrary to the requirements of the MEPA regulations. As was noted in our comments on 
MassDOT's Notice of Project Change, a "phased approach" to the extension of a commuter rail line would 
involve phased permitting and construction of various sections and components of an extension of the same 
line. In seeking MEPA review for the Middleborough route, MassDOT is not pursuing a "phased approach" to 
the proposed extension of a commuter rail line to the Fall River/New Bedford region through Stoughton. 
Rather, it is seeking permitting for the construction of an entirely different preferred project alternative than 
that through Stoughton, one which does not involve the existing Stoughton line in any manner. 


| write today to publicly express my strong opposition for the proposed Phase 1 Middleboro route of the 
SouthCoast Rail, and to offer my continued support of the Stoughton route. 


The Phase 1 Middleboro option does not provide any economic development opportunity for the City of 
Taunton. The single proposed train station is located on the outskirts of the City bordering the surrounding 
town of Berkley. 


In contrast, the Stoughton option proposes two train stations, one of which is only a half mile from our historic 
Downtown. Access to transportation into and out of our state's capital has been repeatedly cited by urban 
planners as the key to creating economic sustainability in our Downtown. This option also revitalizes a former 
train stop and blighted area, which has already been designated a TOD district. 


Taking the train from the North to the proposed station in Taunton under the Middleboro option is almost 
equal in distance to taking the train to the existing commuter rail station in Mansfield. Taking the train from the 
South to the proposed train station in the Middleboro option would still require a 45 minute bus ride from the 
station to the Myles Standish Industrial Park. 


The Middleboro option will provide half the number of trains, and only have the capability to serve half the 
ridership, as the Stoughton alternative. 


The Middleboro alternative simply will not take cars off the road. The Middleboro alternative has been shown 
repeated to add 20 minutes plus to the commute each way. People from most of the area will simply continue 
to drive in Boston 


SCR has been studied repeatedly for decades and the conclusion of each study has shown the Stoughton route 
to be superior in every criteria. Nothing has changed to reach a contrary conclusion. 


Phasing of the Project was the subject of the NPC and the DSEIR. The method of phasing was the subject of 
Chapter 2 of the DSEIR alternatives analysis. The review of alternatives and description of anticipated 
consequences of the proposed change followed the MEPA requirements for Notices of Project Change. 


MassDOT thanks you for your input. 


Phase 1 service will bring commuter rail service to the City of Taunton and the communities in the Southern 
Triangle sooner than originally anticipated, thus providing economic and transportation benefits in the near-term. 
The East Taunton station is in fact close to active commercial and industrial development. For example, it is within 
0.4 miles of the Taunton Depot Shopping Center; 0.7 miles of the Plymouth Regional Technical Institute; and 0.9 
miles of the Silver City Galleria mall. As discussed in the DSEIR, MassDOT is working with GATRA to provide bus 
service from the center of Taunton to the East Taunton station during Phase 1 operations. Communities north of 
the City of Taunton are still expected to realize the full benefits of the Full Build Project, as the SCR FEIS/FEIR 
describes. 


The Administration is committed to advancing the design and permitting of the Full Build Project, including 
construction of Taunton Station. Phase 1 will be implemented while the design and permitting of the Full Build 
continues to be advanced. 


Comment noted. 


Phase 1 service is not an alternative to the Full Build Project, but rather is an approach that will bring commuter 
rail service to the City of Taunton and the communities in the Southern Triangle, and related economic and 
transportation benefits, earlier than would be possible with the Full Build Project alone. Phase 1 operations will 
not fully meet the desired service plan, and therefore the Administration is committed to advancing the design 
and permitting of the Full Build Project. Communities north of the City of Taunton are still expected to realize the 
full benefits of the Full South Coast Rail project, as the SCR FEIS/FEIR describes. 


Based on the CTPS projections for 2030 (DSEIR Appendix A), Phase 1 service will achieve a reduction of 
approximately 66,400 VMT per day from automobiles. MassDOT will continue to refine the schedule and 
operations for Phase 1 SCR to decrease overall trip times. Minor adjustments to the schedule may allow several 
minutes to be carved from the estimated trip times discussed in the DSEIR. Additionally, MassDOT will explore 
the possibility of express trains and skip stops to provide shorter travel times to the Southeast communities. 


MassDOT is committed to the design and permitting of the Full Build, and the Stoughton Straight Electric 
Alternative remains the preferred alternative. The design and permitting for the Full Build are advancing and will 
continue to advance as Phase 1 construction gets underway. 





SLPHL 


From a Civil Rights perspective, bypassing the Stoughton route creates hardship for a significant population of 
persons in the greater Taunton area. This is not addressed appropriately in the plan. The plan is a plan which 
should and must benefit all persons living in Southeastern Massachusetts regardless of age, cultural diversity, 
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or disability. Taunton is one of its largest and culturally diverse communities. The current plan avoids this 
critically sensitive issue. | stand with this population and am opposed to any plan which does not take this into 
consideration. 


We communities here at the eastern edge of the SRPEDD Commission request including the Cape Flyer route 
be included with phase 1. The Flyer line is in place, running with a certified 60 mph track. Linking Buzzards Bay, 
Wareham to commuter rail to the new Middleborough station will have long term economic benefits! 


An easy reference chart should be provided in the text that displays a matrix of comparative costs for the three 
options each at both Cotley Junction and Pilgrim Junction. 


A reverse move from Kingston Station to Plymouth Station is contained within the current schedule for the 
Kingston-Plymouth Branch of the Old Colony Line, specifically for the 10:05 AM inbound train originating from 
Kingston. This service appears to work judging by the relatively consistent ridership for an off-peak train. In 
order to circumvent the $25 million cost of creating a new station in such close proximity to an existing one 
and creating a two seat ride for residents in the existing Transit Oriented Development {TOD) adjacent to the 
existing Middleboro-Lakeville Station, we urge the project to reconsider constructing the proposed "Pilgrim 
Junction" Station in favor of retaining service to and from the existing Middleboro-Lakeville Station. This will 
also negate the need to create and underwrite the cost of a shuttle bus connection between the existing and 
proposed stations. 


What practical function does the 400 LF boarding platform provide at the proposed Pilgrim Junction Station 
when the accepted federal and state specification for ADA accessible platforms is 800 LF? 


How will the sole 800 LF boarding platform at Pilgrim Junction service both the inbound and outbound trains? 
Won't the curvature of the track at the proposed location of this platform impact riders’ accessibility to the 
train coaches? 


The proposed Pilgrim Junction Station will contain 501 commuter parking spaces. The existing Middleboro- 
Lakeville Station contains 769 spaces. The estimated cost of the proposed station is $25 million but will result in 
a net loss of 268 commuter parking spaces. 


The Administration is committed to advancing the design and permitting of the Full Build Project, including 
Taunton Station. Phase 1 service is not an alternative to the Full Build Project, and will not reduce or eliminate 
any of the benefits of the Full Build. lf Phase 1 were not implemented, there would not be any service to Taunton 
until the Full Build Project is implemented. Phase 1 will bring commuter rail service to the City of Taunton and 
other underserved communities sooner than originally anticipated, thus providing economic, environmental and 
transportation benefits in the near term. As discussed in the DSEIR, MassDOT is working with GATRA to provide 
bus service from the center of Taunton to the East Taunton station during Phase 1 operations to improve access 
to other parts of the City of Taunton. 







Phase 1 has been designed to ensure that new project elements and extended service on the Middleborough 
Line do not impair current service or preclude future increases in service to Cape Cod. As part of a separate study, 
increased service to Cape Cod will be studied and modeled from an operations and infrastructure perspective to 
determine demand and frequency of service. 


While the Alternatives analysis considered cost as a differentiator because the relative costs of the station 
locations was similar, cost was not a defining selection criteria. Other criteria, including trip time, operations, and 
minimization of impacts, were more critical to site selection for Pilgrim Junction and Cotley Junction. 


There are three daily trains that arrive in Kingston that must turn for Plymouth before heading back to Boston. 
Each of these schedules shows 12 minutes between arrival and departure at Kingston. Reversing the train 
requires additional time for signal system route establishment (time-outs) and a member of the train crew to be 
positioned at the opposite end of the train from the engineer to look out for obstructions, pedestrians and 
general safety conditions, and to conduct the required Class II brake tests. Fifteen minutes has been scheduled 
to support this operation. This reverse move would impact all passengers using the service from the South Coast 
Study Area. This would impact the customer experience for new riders, and would result in lower ridership for the 
Phase 1 service. This option creates the longest travel time for New Bedford/Fall River riders (105+ minutes) of 
the Pilgrim Junction service options considered in the DSEIR. 


The 400-foot platform shown on the site plan for the new Pilgrim Junction Station is a future platform for shuttle 
service opportunities between this station and the Cape. This platform has the capacity to service shuttle 
trainsets of up to 3 coaches. No formal study has been developed, but this type of platform and service were 
included so as not to preclude future Cape service. The main platform is 800 feet long. 


The operations schedule allows for a single side platform at this location, similar to the existing station and other 
SCR stations in Freetown, Fall River, and New Bedford. The curvature along the Pilgrim Junction platform is 3.5 
degrees, which is flat enough to allow for the standard gap tolerances for boardings. Also, because the platform 
is on the outside of the curve, the gap at coach entries is less than that at straight platforms. 


Middleborough/Lakeville Station currently provides access to commuter rail for many riders originating from 
destinations to the south. The model used to project ridership considered that these riders would be alighting at 
stations along the Phase 1 route south and west of Middleborough, reducing demand at Pilgrim Junction station 
and thereby reducing trip generation and parking demand. 
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Commenter Comment Response 


GATRA No apparent mention is given to the need for expanded train layover and dockage at the South Station The proposed SCR Phase 1 service is primarily an extension of existing Middleborough/Lakeville service, with one 

terminus to meet expanded passenger service. new peak direction trip added to each peak period. The SCR Project included an operations analysis and 
continuous coordination with MBTA Railroad Operations to evaluate the ability to cycle trains through 
maintenance and layover, as well as to berth the proposed service at South Station. The one-train increase does 
not require additional layover or storage space. 

GATRA No reference is given to double tracking the sections of the Right of Way north of the interlocking where all of |The proposed SCR Phase 1 service is primarily an extension of existing Middleborough/Lakeville service, and will 

the Old Colony trains intersect in order to meet demand and to allow for more efficient and expeditious not require double tracking improvements on the Middleborough Main Line. While double tracking between 

passenger service to and from the South Station terminus. Braintree and Boston would provide for improved operational capacity and resiliency, it would be a significant 
investment beyond the scope of the SCR project. The proposed SCR Phase 1 schedule looks to improve 
operational resiliency through removing some red line connecting stops from Quincy and JFK stations on the 
single track, and stopping all trains at Braintree on double track. 

GATRA Under the preferred option P-1, there appears to be a decrease in passenger boardings from some existing In Phase 1, while many of the riders of the Middleborough Main Line who currently board at the 

Middleboro-Lakeville Stations as outlined in Table 2.9 in the report and as follows: -90 from Middleboro- Middleborough/Lakeville Station will board at Pilgrim Junction, others may choose to board elsewhere based on 

Lakeville Station; -20 from Holbrook-Randolph Station, -20 from Montello Station and -10 from Campbello the inputs specified in Section 2.5.2. Similarly, riders at other stations along the route may choose to board at the 

Station. With the significant financial resources invested in this option, why is there an apparent decrease in new stations, resulting in diversions from existing stations. 

boarding from these existing stations? 

GATRA Has the Project estimated the fare zone and ticket rates for the new service, inclusive of the proposed MBTA Fares for the proposed Phase 1 service were based on the current MBTA commuter rail monthly fare structure. 

fare increase being discussed? The ridership model included Pilgrim Junction in Zone 8. Phase 1 service will include Pilgrim Junction in Zone 7, 
which would make the ride more affordable than the modeling assumptions. 


GATRA Although the Regional Transit Authorities (RTAs) are willing to assist as it relates to proposed shuttle service, MassDOT is committed to continuing to work with the RTAs in determining route selection and funding. 
the realities of decreasing ridership, along with resulting passenger service revenue, mandate state subsidies for 
same have to be discussed. In all likelihood, the regional host municipalities will not be willing to sustain an 


increased assessment from the RTAs to underwrite this program. 


FGLK Freight and passenger services must coexist and curfews must be avoided if possible. It is possible that in the |The proposed SCR Phase 1 rail infrastructure was designed to provide as much operational flexibility to 

near future, three separate freight operators (CSX, Mass Coastal, and the winner of the bid for operation of the |passenger and freight operations as possible. The proposed SCR Phase 1 service includes windows throughout 
MassDOT lines) will be operating over the lines that the Phase 1 South Coast Rail will operating on. Freight the day for freight service to operate around passenger service. 

operators need the maximum flexibility to adjust operations to changing needs of freight customers and 

limiting that flexibility through curfews would make rail freight less competitive. FGLK recognizes that 

passenger trains have a priority over freight for the operations on the MassDOT lines, but freight requires a 


priority as well. 


FGLK Positive Train Control [PTC] is potentially an economic burden for light density rail freight operations. The PTC is a federally mandated safety improvement for all commuter rail lines in the country. MassDOT and MBTA 
Commonwealth needs to work with the freight operators to ensure that PTC requirements arising from South are required to implement this communications system on all active lines. MBTA is working with freight operators 
Coast Rail do not become an economic burden on the region’s rail freight. Finally, the Commonwealth should __|to facilitate installation of PTC equipment on freight engines in use on active commuter rail lines. 

also provide full financial assistance to cover the costs of installing PTC equipment on the locomotives of the 


light density freight operators that are required to be equipped as a result of South Coast Rail. 


FGLK 


The cost of installing sidings to bring new customers to rail increases significantly when PTC and signal systems |PTC increases the safety of commuter rail service and is now mandated throughout the country. Implementation 
are involved. The Commonwealth should be responsible for the incremental costs of installing sidings above by the MBTA will include coordination with freight operators. 
the cost of installing an equivalent siding on an unsignaled line. 


OCPC the Old Colony Planning Council is in complete support of the South Coast Rail Project Phase 1, with adequate |MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
and appropriate mitigation and its phased implementation that will restore commuter rail service sooner 


between Boston and the Massachusetts South Coast. 


RBC Please accept the attached letter as my personal statement of support for moving forward with Phase 1 of the |MassDOT thanks you for your support. 

South Coast Rail Project. 
SCDP We are writing in support of the proposed phased approach for the SouthCoast Rail project, as outlined in the }|MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
DSEIR. 
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SRPEDD As stated in our previous letter of April 17, 2017...while we remain convinced of South Coast Rail’s potential, via |The Administration is committed to advancing the design and permitting of the Full Build Project. The use of the 
Phase II preferred Stoughton route, to generate economic development, address equity concerns, enhance the |Middleborough Secondary for Phase 1 service is not an alternative to the Full Build. Phase 1 will be implemented 
state’s long-term sustainability/ competitiveness, and improve the quality of life for over 630,000 Southeast while the design and permitting of the Full Build continues to be advanced. 


Massachusetts residents, we continue to have doubts about the Commonwealth's commitment to building it. 
And, while we are appreciative of the serious efforts of late that have been made to try and deliver earlier on 
restoring commuter rail to the South Coast, with the promised commencement of service to the cities of Fall 

River and New Bedford by 2022 via the proposed Phase | Middleborough Alternative, we remain leery were it 
to end up being the only phase completed, that after all of the time and money that has been invested over 

many years to date, it will ultimately prove not to have been worth the wait. 





—_ 

44.02 SRPEDD The concern, of course, among many, is that any such continued planning on Phase II is merely to satisfy the |The Administration is committed to advancing the design and permitting of the Full Build Project. The use of the 
Corps, and that once/if Phase | is completed, said work will summarily be discontinued. Middleborough Secondary for Phase 1 service is not an alternative to the Full Build. Phase 1 will be implemented 

while the design and permitting of the Full Build continues to be advanced. MassDOT will continue to coordinate 
with USACE to complete the design and documentation required to support permit applications for the Full Build. 

44.03 SRPEDD The inclusion of accommodations for electrification of the “southern triangle” in Phase | construction, might Phase 1 will utilize diesel engines for service to avoid the extensive cost and disruptive service shutdowns that 
help to put such doubters at ease, especially were the Corps to make its approval of Phase | contingent on that {would be required along the Old Colony lines to electrify service to Boston. Constructing electrification 
inclusion. infrastructure in the Southern Triangle years ahead of Full Build electric service is not practicable. 

44.04 SRPEDD A more substantive and genuine commitment to public process would also go a long way, not to mention a MassDOT conducted a series of six public meetings in September of 2016 throughout Southeastern 
concerted effort, heretofore lacking, of specifically engaging those who stand to be directly affected by the Massachusetts, including in the Town of Middleborough. Presentations were also conducted in Fall River, New 
implementation of Phase I; namely, City of Taunton and Town of Middleboro residents, businesses and elected |Bedford, Taunton, Easton, and Canton. All were well attended. See the response to comment 32.02 for additional 
officials. information. 

44.05 SRPEDD Frequently cited in discussion of the need to extend commuter rail service to southeastern Massachusetts, is The Administration is committed to advancing the design and permitting of the Full Build Project. The use of the 
the fact that Taunton, New Bedford, and Fall River are the only three Gateway Cities within 50 miles of Boston {Middleborough Secondary for Phase 1 service is not an alternative to the Full Build. Phase 1 will be implemented 
without rail service into the City. Were only the Middleborough (Phase |) Alternative to be implemented, will while the design and permitting of the Full Build continues to be advanced. Communities along the Stoughton 
the benefit to each of the above municipalities be equivalent to that of the other Gateways? While the cities of |Line are still expected to realize the all benefits of the Full South Coast Rail project, as the SCR FEIS/FEIR 
Fall River and New Bedford will have commuter rail stations in their downtowns — albeit with limited service - _|describes. Phase 1 will bring commuter rail service to the City of Taunton and the communities in the Southern 
Taunton will not. Instead, shuttle service from the downtown area (with a sizable Environmental Justice Triangle sooner than would otherwise be possible, thus providing economic and transportation benefits in the 
population of approximately 13,400) to a substitute station on the eastern outskirts of the city, has been near term. If Phase 1 were not implemented, there would not be any service to Taunton until the Full Build 
proposed. People reliant on this shuttle (plus others arriving or being dropped off by passenger vehicle) will project is implemented. 
inevitably have to travel along Rte. 140, a corridor already heavily congested with vehicles traveling among 
local businesses and/or transiting onward to Boston, would add a minimum of 15-30 minutes to the overall 
trip, thus creating a de facto two-seat ride with added costs in time and money. Is this truly equitable? 

44.06 SRPEDD As has been voiced at the public meetings, there are multiple concerns as to impacts resulting from the The background growth rates provided by CTPS were used to develop No-Action traffic volume networks 
proposed new station in the town of Middleborough, not least of which being the earlier-referenced lack of provided in DSEIR Appendix B. The effects of this growth on intersection operations were discussed in DSEIR 
public participation. But apart from said lack of meaningful opportunity to input on the part of the town, and =‘ {Chapter 5, Section 5.4.2 and are tabulated by community. A full discussion of travel demand model calibration 
anticipated further deterioration in peak hour level of service at Rte. 105/495 lights and interchange, and still |procedures and results is provided in DSEIR Appendix and was summarized in DSEIR Chapter 5, section 5.2. The 
unaddressed rotary, there is also reason to question some of the data and/or methodologies used to arrive at a |peak hour factors assumed (and the entire traffic operations analysis) follow MassDOT procedures for traffic 
number of conclusions in the DSEIR. Among others, for example: the background growth rates used in impact studies. 
projecting future conditions appear to be inadequate in that they do not clearly quantify traffic growth patterns 
at network corridor and intersection levels. There is no discussion of the travel model calibration procedure and 
results, including those from vehicular and transit miles and trips traveled. And the peak hour factors assumed 
in the operation analysis and methodologies for developing said factors are likewise not documented. 
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44.07 SRPEDD 


44.08 SRPEDD 
45.01 MA Audubon 


45.02 MA Audubon 
45.03 MA Audubon 


45.04 MA Audubon 


45.05 MA Audubon 
45.06 MA Audubon 


That the Phase | Middleborough Alternative, as a solely diesel option, would seem to be in conflict with the 
Governor's recent air quality/GHG mitigation proposals. 


The Middleborough Alternative’s footprint moreover includes sections of track slated to be upgraded that are 
in proximity to one of the greatest concentration of state certified coldwater fisheries resources in the Taunton 
River Watershed. And its project area in Lakeville and Middleborough has been identified as a Habitat 
Protection Priority by The Nature Conservancy as part of its eco-regional assessment of the Taunton River 
Watershed. 


Mass Audubon requests that more specific commitments to mitigation be provided in the Final SEIR. 


It is not clear if the MassDOT Climate Projections for precipitation events is carried through to the design of 
stormwater management from runoff associated with the large impervious surfaces (e.g. parking lots) at the 
new stations. That section mentions applying the NOAA Atlas 2014, which, while an improvement over older 
historic data, does not address future changes. 


The DSEIR section on stormwater management makes a general commitment to employing LID. However, the 
descriptions and sketch plans of proposed stormwater management do not in fact embrace a true LID 
approach. They descriptions refer to collecting runoff from pavement into catch basins, gathering it in pipes 
and directing it to forebays, retention (infiltration) basins, and similar measures. There are no plans for placing 
bioretention areas and tree boxes within paved areas to collect stormwater in small quantities at the location 
where the precipitation falls. 


The potential for placing solar arrays on the station roofs and/or on parking canopies should be also be 
considered. 


The design of stormwater in relation to parking canopies and potential use of bioretention and trees may be 
somewhat more complex but there may be locations where one or the other of these options may be 


appropriate and workable, or where a hybrid approach could be pursued with canopies in some parking areas 
and planted areas in others. 


The Certificate on the NPC called for presentation of a comprehensive mitigation plan to address federal and 
state wetlands and environmental regulations as well as local bylaws. The DSEIR claims that MassDOT is exempt 
from local bylaws. This should be clarified. 


As described in DSEIR Chapter 6, the SCR Project will help reduce greenhouse gas emissions by providing new 
transit options that will result in reduced vehicle miles traveled (VMT), which will in turn result in decreased GHG 
emissions. The Project will incorporate anti-idling technology for commuter rail trains; install electric vehicle 
charging stations at commuter rail stations; and specify energy efficient light-emitting diode (LED) lighting at 
commuter rail stations. Phase 1 will utilize diesel engines for service to avoid the extensive cost and disruptive 
service shutdowns that would be required along the Old Colony lines to electrify service to Boston. While Phase 1 
will utilize existing train sets, MassDOT and the MBTA are retiring older locomotives and replacing them with 
cleaner burning engines to reduce emissions throughout the system. 


The Department of Fish and Game’s Coldwater Fish Resource map shows one stream crossed by the 
Middleborough Secondary (Box Brook in Middleborough) designated as a Certified Coldwater Fish Resource 
(CFR). This is a tributary to Poquoy Brook, also a CFR. MassDOT is proposing to replace this culvert with one that 
more-fully meets the stream crossing standards and will improve fish passage. The rehabilitation of the existing 
single track is not anticipated to have any impact on fisheries habitat in Box Brook. 


The details of the proposed mitigation measures will be developed as design progresses, and are included in the 
project's Notices of Intent and 401/404 permit application. MassDOT will continue to work with permitting 
agencies, including USACE, NHESP and MassDEP to develop detailed mitigation programs that are specific to the 
requirements of the regulatory programs they administer. 


The results of the stormwater analysis were used to determine conceptual sizing of stormwater BMPs to mitigate 
for the increase in peak flow rates from the additional impervious area, as well as provide storage capacity for the 
required recharge volume and water quality volume. The spreadsheet model is based on TR-55 methodology 37 
to calculate peak flow rates. Rainfall inputs were determined based on data provided by the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)'s Atlas 14. However, as described in DSEIR Chapter 7, Section 7.2.1, the 
projected rainfall data and design standards described in the Boston Water and Sewer Commission's 2075 
Wastewater and Storm Drainage System Facilities Plan are being taken into consideration as design for the 
Project's on-site stormwater management systems moves forward, including the design of new culverts. 


As described in DSEIR Chapter 8, Section 8.4, the MassDEP wetland regulations defines LID techniques as 
stormwater management systems that are modeled after natural hydrologic features. Low impact development 
techniques manage rainfall at the source using uniformly distributed decentralized micro-scale controls. 
Depending on site constraints and further design iterations, the design team will strive to implement the LID 
approach to the maximum extent practicable. 


MassDOT is including the consideration of solar-ready canopies at each of the new stations as part of its design 
criteria for the stations. 


As indicated in DSEIR Chapter 8, Section 8.4.4.2, depending on site-specific soil conditions and environmental 
concerns, the stormwater BMPs may include a combination of detention, infiltration, and treatment techniques, 
such as rain gardens, water quality swales, and infiltration basins. Stormwater will be treated as close to its source 
as possible, and infiltration-based BMPs will be used whenever possible to maximize ground water recharge, 
reduce stormwater volumes, and remove contaminants. Environmental and site constraints will be reviewed and 
BMPs will be designed accordingly in compliance with MassDEP Stormwater Management Standards. 


Local Conservation Commissions through their local wetlands protection bylaw or ordinances do not have the 
power to refuse to issue or to unreasonably delay the issuance or processing, or unreasonably condition any 
locally issued permit or approvals that would restrict or prevent completion or unreasonably increase costs of any 
MassDOT sponsored project that could detract or prohibit MassDOT in the completion of its responsibilities. 
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45.07 MA Audubon _ |The Certificate also required the comprehensive mitigation plan to include construction period measures, 
postconstruction monitoring and restoration, compensation if needed, and measures to promote wildlife 
habitat and to remove/prevent the establishment of invasive species. The descriptions of proposed mitigation 
are generic rather than site specific. Additional information should be provided in the FEIR. 

45.08 MA Audubon _ |The Certificate also required mitigation for rare species impacts and to minimize overall biodiversity impacts. 
The DSEIR provides general descriptions of measures that could be applied to facilitate safe crossing of the rail 
line by the state-listed Box Turtle through specially designed trenching features, as well as upland underpasses 
for a variety of wildlife. However, it does not identify specific locations where those features will actually be 
installed. 

45.09 MA Audubon — {A number of culverts will need to be replaced, and the DSEIR provides a commitment to do those replacements 
with pre-cast concrete box culverts embedded within the channel to provide natural substrate, and increasing 
the crossing openness wherever feasible through enlarging the cross-section and/or decreasing culvert length. 
However, the DSEIR does not provide details on specific locations or the extent to which each location will be 
able to improve toward meeting the stream crossing standards. 

46.01 MA Sierra The Sierra Club remains strongly committed to electric service, not just on South Coast, but throughout the 
entire MBTA Commuter Rail system. Ultimately, we need the full Stoughton electric or equivalent (e.g., 
Attleboro bypass). We do not think phase 1 of the project will succeed without delivering electric service. At a 
minimum, the southern triangle should be electrified in phase 1. (It could start with the New Bedford Main Line 
if funding is an issue.) The locomotives could be dual power to preserve a single-seat ride. In addition to the 
environmental benefits of electric traction, electrifying now will avoid Phase 2 inflation costs, and reduce local 
impact of Phase 1 by having one construction phase instead of two. Electrification in Phase 1 will demonstrate 
commitment to Phase 2. 

46.02 MA Sierra Service to downtown Taunton needs a better near-term solution. Options for that service include shuttle service 
to the Northeast Corridor at Attleboro, or additional trains via the Middleborough line originating in Taunton. 
To the extent possible, assets described in the FEIS/FEIR should be built as part of the interim service. 


46.03 MA Sierra We think the project will not succeed without service to the Cape. Frequent Cape service will preserve a high 
level of service to and use of the Middleborough/Lakeville station. A one-seat ride needs to be the solution for 
the Cape given the enormous tourist market, but a shuttle between the Cape and Bridgewater would be 
acceptable initially. We are concerned that South Coast phase 1 will limit Cape service. The final EIR needs to 
state the current capacity of the Middleborough line, and how it will be increased to provide not only good 
service to South Coast but to the Cape as well. The EIR should also discuss the capacity and performance 
improvements from the planned implementation of PTC on this line. This analysis should also include possible 
benefits from the North-South Rail Link on fleet utilization or trip times (since this would eliminate reversals at 
South Station). 

46.04 MA Sierra The DSEIR analysis of the Attleboro option was inadequate because of the constraint of a one-seat ride. An 
Attleboro shuttle would avoid the reversal on Northeast Corridor. This segment too could be electrified to 
avoid negative diesel impacts. A two-seat ride via Attleboro could be faster than the Middleboro route, 
particularly if the connection ran express from Attleboro to Route 128. Upgrading the Attleboro Secondary 
would provide access from Taunton not just to Boston but south to Providence. Passenger projections could be 
higher than Phase 1 Middleborough if demand to the south is included. This could be a complementary 
resilient project even if it is not the main route. Finally, modernizing this short section will benefit freight. 


Specific construction period measures, post construction monitoring and restoration, and other related measures 
are fully described in the Project's Notices of Intent and Section 401/404 application. 


MassDOT has worked with NHESP to identify specific locations for wildlife crossings. These locations are included 
in the Conservation and Management Plan prepared by MassDOT and submitted to NHESP for its review. 


Details on culvert replacements have been provided to MassDEP and USACE as part of the Section 404/401 
Permit application for State of Good Repair. 


The Administration is committed to advancing the design and permitting of the Full Build Project (a.k.a. the 
Stoughton Straight Electric Alternative). Phase 1 will be implemented while the design and permitting of the Full 
Build continues to be advanced. Phase 1 will utilize diesel engines for service to avoid the extensive cost and 
disruptive service shutdowns that would be required along the Old Colony lines to electrify service to Boston. 


The East Taunton Station is located in Taunton and will become the closest MBTA Commuter Rail station to 
downtown Taunton. It will offer convenient access to Routes 24 and 140, and will connect to downtown Taunton 
via feeder bus service. As discussed in the DSEIR, MassDOT is working with GATRA to provide bus service from 
the center of Taunton to the East Taunton station during Phase 1 operations. It is currently anticipated that all 
trains originating from New Bedford and Fall River will make scheduled stops at East Taunton station. 


Phase 1 has been designed to ensure that new project elements and extended service on the Middleborough 
Line do not impair current service or preclude future increases in service to Cape Cod. The Phase 1 Service is an 
extension of the existing commuter rail service and will utilize trains that run on the Middleborough Commuter 
Rail alignment today and run them to Fall River and New Bedford. This will not interfere with the weekend Cape 
Flyer Service that uses the Middleborough Main Line today. Any increase in service to Cape Cod to allow for 
daily commuter rail service would need to be accommodated on the same trains that run on this line today. 
Service could be accommodated through a cross platform transfer at Pilgrim Junction. Increased service to Cape 
Cod will be studied and modeled from an operations and infrastructure perspective to determine demand and 
frequency of service. 


As part of the 2013 DEIR for South Coast Rail, Attleboro Alternatives were analyzed. Based on the analysis, the 
Attleboro Alternative operated with very poor on time performance in the morning and evening, rendering the 
alternatives operationally unfeasible as they would not meet the MBTA on time standard and adversely impact 
the other lines on the NEC, which is at capacity. To improve on time performance in the NEC, the construction of 
a fourth track was proposed between Forest Hills and Back Bay Station and analyzed for impacts, which 
concluded that it was not practicable considering the potential impacts, construction costs, and construction 
schedule. 
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network that will benefit the entire Southeastern region of the state. Such modernization opens up numerous 
destination pairs (such as Attleboro—Bridgewater for the University, and New Bedford—Providence) so that 
service may need to be maintained after Phase 2. 


PEER NE MassDOT is silent on the USACE’s plans to prepare a Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement 
(DSEIS) under NEPA for this new phased approach.... This project cannot proceed without this federal 


environmental analysis, and PEER respectfully requests that MassDOT explain when the DSEIS will be released. 


PEER NE ...Despite the fact that Phase 1 has independent utility, MassDOT must examine the impacts from both the 


Phase 1 and the Full Build scenarios if it persists in claiming that the Full Build will ultimately be built. 


PEER NE by coupling the two phases, MassDOT would be rendering the permittable Phase 1 unpermittable due to the 


cumulative impacts with the Full Build. 


PEER NE PEER believes that Phase 1 sounds suspiciously like the least environmentally damaging practicable alternative 


(LEDPA). As such, there is no need to build the second phase of this project, the Stoughton Alternative. 


PEER NE PEER is baffled as to how Phase 1 of the Project will not add to the overall cost of the Full Build....MassDOT 
contends that the savings comes from building eight years earlier; however, it is inconceivable that costs will 
not continue to rise, and if the Full Build is ultimately pursued, that it will not be more expensive to have both 


routes constructed and in operation. 


PEER NE First, the DSEIR — once again — does not take into account induced traffic. Specifically, if cars are taken off the 
road and traffic congestion eases, more cars start using the roads. This is a known effect, and many peer- 
reviewed articles discuss this phenomenon. MassDOT must take induced traffic into consideration when 


analyzing VMT and air pollution. 
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We support modernizing the entire Secondary from Attleboro to Middleboro since that will create a redundant 


As explained in DSEIR Chapter 2, Section 2.3.3, selecting the Attleboro Alternative for the Phase 1 service would 
not achieve the goal of Phase 1 to deliver commuter rail service to New Bedford and Fall River in a more timely 
manner than the Full Build because it would require significant infrastructure improvements. Therefore, this 
option was dismissed from further consideration. Please see DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3 for a complete analysis of the 
Attleboro Alternatives. However, efforts including the MBTA'’s Commuter Rail Vision Study, Focus40, and the 
Governor's Commission on the Future of Transportation in the Commonwealth will include studies of additional 
regional rail service. 


As indicated in its March 23, 2018 comment letter on the DSEIR, the Corps expects to assert its discretionary 
authority to require an Individual Standard Permit, with a complete public interest review and federal National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review process for Phase 1. 


The Stoughton Straight Electric Alternative (also referred to as the “Full Build Project”) was previously reviewed 
under the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (MEPA). The DSEIR analyzed only the new elements proposed 
as part of Phase 1 that were not previously analyzed in the FEIS/FEIR for the Full Build Project. The DSEIR presents 
cumulative impacts considering both the Full Build and Phase 1 components of the Project. 


The Administration is committed to advancing the design and permitting of the Full Build Project. The use of the 

Middleborough Secondary for Phase 1 service is not an alternative to the Full Build. Phase 1 will be implemented 

while the design and permitting of the Full Build continues to be advanced. MassDOT will continue to coordinate 
with USACE to complete the design and documentation required to support permit applications for the Full Build. 
The SCR Phase 1 project will be reviewed as an EA under NEPA as a project with independent utility. 


The LEDPA determination also considers the Project purpose and goals. These are not fully met by the limited 
service that Phase 1 will provide, which is why MassDOT is still committed to the Full Build. As noted by ACOE in 
its comment letter on the DSEIR (Comment 1.02), "the overall project purpose is met through construction of the 
Stoughton Electric option and was predicated on the full build project as originally proposed. The Phase 1 project 
is primarily intended to expedite limited service to the south coast while the full build proceeds." 


As indicated in DSEIR Chapter 2, Section 2.6.9, by phasing service, the SCR Program will construct 56% of the Full 
Build infrastructure in the Southern Triangle at an earlier date than in a non-phased program, which will result in 
escalation savings of approximately $152.90 million. This would offset the cost to upgrade the Middleborough 
Secondary as part of Phase 1, which is estimated to cost approximately $124.84 million. Phase 1 service and Full 
Build service will not be in operation concurrently: once the Full Build service commences, regular passenger 
service along the Middleborough Secondary will cease. 


The Central Transportation Planning Staff (CTPS) developed and calibrated a Regional Travel Demand Model to 
examine alternatives specific to Phase 1. This methodology is discussed in DSEIR Chapter 2, Section 2.7.1, Chapter 
5, Section 5.2.2, and Appendix A. On a regional level, the model considers these factors and the resultant growth 
rate provided for input to the traffic analysis accounts for any induced or diverted traffic demands. Induced 
demand, while theoretically captured in the modeling, is unlikely as it refers to the creation of exclusively new 
trips that do not occur today (i.e., someone who does not drive today, choosing to drive in the future because 
other people traveling the same or similar route shift to commuter rail). Projects of this nature typically see 
diverted demands — demands shifting from one roadway to another as capacity becomes available. Diverted 
demands are not typically significant from a regional perspective (the shift generally does not span multiple 
regions), but it is expected (and encouraged) that as capacity becomes available due to transit accessibility, 
vehicle using local roadways to avoid existing congestion would shift back to major collectors and arterials, where 
they are meant to be. 
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MassDOT and its consultants should ensure that these nine vernal pools are not adversely impacted from 
hydrocarbons and other pollutants from the diesel trains. 
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In addition, MassDOT fails to consider protecting these vernal pools from herbicide spraying....PEER requests 
that this No-Application zone also be afforded to the vernal pools. 


It is baffling how MassDOT suddenly considers the Middleborough Alternative practicable. PEER agrees that 
Middleborough is indeed practicable, and in fact the LEDPA. We had urged MassDOT to consider 
Middleborough for years. However, we respectfully request an explanation as to how this happened — perhaps 
if we can understand why MassDOT changed its mind so drastically, we can prevent future delays and 
expenditures on other projects. 


There should be a focus to bringing rail stations to town centers and areas with a high walk shed, maximizing 
the number of people who are within walking or biking distance of stations. In Phase 1, the New 
Middleborough Station plan accomplishes this well, moving the station from outside of town to near the town 
center, but many of the other station locations such as East Taunton & Freetown (while perhaps tactical stations 
that will be removed or re-built during the Full Build) are “Park & Ride” type stations with minimal walk shed. 


The targeted levels of service in this Phase 1 (6-7 total new trains per day to/from New Bedford & Fall River), 
while of benefit to commuters headed into Boston, are at a low level of service that may have limited impacts 
on their ability to spur transit oriented development (and associated economic development) across the region 
and help drive modal shift. 


The lack of integration or planning into a potential Regional Rail system (as proposed by Transit Matters and 
currently being studied by the Commonwealth) limits the larger regional impact of this new service as it 
maintains the current “Commuter Rail” vision of transporting workers into the city in the morning and then 


returning in the evening, as opposed to a true Regional Rail system with frequent services throughout the day 
and on weekends. 


The tactical use of diesel locomotives to provide service definitely serves a tactical goal of establishing service 
in the short-term, but without MassDOT & the MBTA adopting an end-date for diesel traction power and a 
plan to electrify the entire South Coast Rail Corridor (as in the Full Build version of the plan), these diesel 
locomotives will continue to provide a higher environment impact, lower speed service, higher headways, 
higher maintenance costs and higher amounts of out-of-service time than a fleet of Electric Multiple Unit 
(EMU) trains. 


The vernal pools are adjacent to the freight rail tracks, and are currently exposed to diesel emissions from trains. 
As stated in the FEIS/FEIR (p. 4.9-36), the emissions from train locomotives initially rise above the train engine 
due to the high exit temperatures and flow rate out of the exhaust. The emissions are subsequently carried away 
from the train track and gradually fall to the ground. The air quality analysis calculated the pollutant 
concentrations at various distances from source and sorted for the highest concentrations at the location that it 
would occur. Pollutant concentrations closer to the train tracks would be lower or zero depending upon the initial 
exhaust plume rise and rate that the train locomotive emissions fall to the ground. It should be noted that the 
pollutant concentration increases from train locomotives emissions are very small. These increases represent 1.5 
percent or less of the worst-case total concentrations and would not result in any air quality impacts on receptor 
locations adjacent to the train tracks. 


Following completion of the Greenbush Line, the MBTA conducted monitoring of vernal pools. According to the 
most recent report available (2009) for research conducted in conjunction with that project, no difference has 
been observed in water quality data from sites within the vicinity of active rail when compared to water quality 
data for comparable water resources not near an active rail line. 


As described in DSEIR Chapter 9, Section 9.3.3, in accordance with the DFA requirements, areas within 10 feet of 
a surface water or wetland must be designated as No-Application zones for herbicide spraying. Identified and 
certified vernal pools are indicated on Figure 9-3. 


The Administration is committed to advancing the design and permitting of the Full Build Project. The use of the 
Middleborough Secondary for Phase 1 service is not an alternative to the Full Build. Phase 1 will be implemented 
while the design and permitting of the Full Build continues to be advanced. Although the Middleborough route 
does not fully meet the criteria for service, it does provide an option for some earlier passenger service because it 
takes advantage of existing active freight rail lines with operational capacity (the Middleborough Secondary, New 
Bedford Main Line, and Fall River Secondary) and is an extension of existing service on the Middleborough Main 
Line. 





Unfortunately, there were no feasible station locations close to population centers in Taunton and Freetown. As 
described in DSEIR Chapter 13, Section3.3.7, the Project is expected to induce growth in the vicinity of the new 
stations, and Phase 1 may lead to the conversion of undeveloped lands to developed land near the two new 
proposed stations. To guide this anticipated future development, the South Coast Rail Economic Development 
and Land Use Corridor Plan created “a blueprint for clustering jobs and homes around stations, maximizing the 
economic benefits of rail investment, minimizing sprawl development, and preserving the farms, fields, and 
forests of the South Coast." This same approach is anticipated to be applied to the new Phase 1 stations (East 
Taunton and Pilgrim Junction). 


While the Middleborough route did not meet these criteria, it will bring commuter rail service to the City of 
Taunton and the communities in the Southern Triangle sooner than originally anticipated, thus providing 
economic and transportation benefits in the near term. Communities north of the City of Taunton are still 
expected to realize the full benefits of the Full South Coast Rail project, as the SCR FEIS/FEIR describes. 


Efforts including the MBTA's Commuter Rail Vision Study, Focus40, and the Governor's Commission on the Future 
of Transportation in the Commonwealth will include studies of additional regional rail service. 


The Administration is committed to advancing the design and permitting of the Full Build Project. Phase 1 will be 
implemented while the design and permitting of the Full Build continues to be advanced. Phase 1 will utilize 
diesel engines for service to avoid the extensive cost and disruptive service shutdowns that would be required 
along the Old Colony lines to electrify service to Boston. While Phase 1 will utilize existing trainsets, MassDOT 
and the MBTA are retiring older locomotives and replacing them with cleaner engines to reduce emissions 
throughout the system. 
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48.05 Livable Streets |Continuing to invest in a system that uses diesel traction runs counter to the Commonwealth's plans to reduce |As described in DSEIR Chapter 6, the SCR Project will help reduce greenhouse gas emissions by providing new 
greenhouse gas emissions, especially given that transportation is currently the largest contributors to transit options that will result in reduced vehicle miles traveled (VMT), which will in turn result in decreased GHG 
greenhouse gas emissions in the Commonwealth. emissions; incorporating anti-idling technology for commuter rail trains; installing electric vehicle charging 


stations at commuter rail stations; and specifying energy efficient light-emitting diode (LED) lighting at commuter 
rail stations. Phase 1 will utilize diesel engines for service to avoid the extensive cost and disruptive service 
shutdowns that would be required along the Old Colony lines to electrify service to Boston. While Phase 1 will 
utilize existing trainsets, MassDOT and the MBTA are retiring older locomotives and replacing them with cleaner 
engines to reduce emissions throughout the system. 





48.06 Livable Streets |The bottlenecks of the Old Colony Line and South Station, combined with the continued reliance on slower Thank you for your comment. Capacity constraints on the Old Colony Line and at South station are beyond the 
diesel traction, will limit the Commonwealth's ability to increase service if high demand is seen, and MassDOT {scope of the SCR project, and are being addressed via other efforts. 
and the MBTA need to advance plans to address these core infrastructure capacity problems (with solutions 


such as a full double-tracking of the Old Colony Line, full electrification of the MBTA rail system, building the 
North-South Rail Link or expanding capacity at South Station via better train movements or other solutions). 









Bristol Chamber |On behalf of the Boards of Directors of the Bristol County Chamber of Commerce, we urge all that are involved |MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
to make this a reality for the residents of Southeastern Massachusetts. 


49.01 
50.01 FR OED | am writing to express my unequivocal support for Phase | of the South Coast Rail project. MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
Medeiros 


52.01 NB EDC We heartily endorse the current approach to build the project in phases so that we can derive the economic MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
epee benefits in the shortest window possible with the understanding that the full build approach remains the long 
term goal. 
53.01 Immigrants As the Executive Director of the Immigrants’ Assistance Center, Inc. (IAC), an agency in New Bedford that MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
provides social services to thousands of immigrants per year, | believe that the residents of Southeastern 
Massachusetts deserve commuter rail service to Boston....We need to see phase 1 of the South Coast Rail 
Project completed by 2022 


54.01 | am writing to express my unequivocal support for Phase 1 of the South Coast Rail project. MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
Progress 


55.01 Independence |The new plans call for elevators in some locations IE: Taunton. The MBTA has done a poor job in maintaining {All new stations will be designed and maintained to be ADA accessible. 
Assoc. elevators, escalators and other mobility access devices like that in the past. This affects the ability of persons 
with disabilities to rely on full access to work, world class healthcare, and freedoms our non-disabled brothers 
and sisters enjoy to participate fully in society if we are unable to depend on the infrastructure put in place. This 
is a Civil Rights concern. 


55.02 Independence |All accessible routes to platforms Must be well maintained and free of barriers even in the future. This includes |All new stations will be designed and maintained to be ADA accessible. 
Assoc. the sidewalks, and other modes of public transportation to access the stations. 


55.03 Independence |From a Civil Rights perspective, bypassing the Stoughton route creates hardship for a significant population of |The Administration is committed to advancing the design and permitting of the Full Build Project. The use of the 
Assoc. persons in the greater Taunton area. This is not addressed appropriately in the plan. Middleborough Secondary for Phase 1 service is not an alternative to the Full Build. Phase 1 will be implemented 
while the design and permitting of the Full Build continues to be advanced. Phase 1 will bring commuter rail 
service to the City of Taunton and the communities in the Southern Triangle sooner than originally anticipated, 
thus providing economic and transportation benefits in the near term. Communities north of Cotley Junction are 
still expected to realize the full benefits of the Full Build South Coast Rail project, as the SCR FEIS/FEIR describes. 









As discussed in the DSEIR, MassDOT is working with GATRA to provide bus service from the center of Taunton to 
the East Taunton station during Phase 1 operations to improve access to other parts of the City of Taunton. It 
should also be noted that the state's Environmental Justice policy does not imply that environmentally beneficial 
projects in one location within the state must be replicated in other areas of the state just because that area 
contains an EJ community. 


50.01b FR OED Fiola | am writing to express my unequivocal support for Phase 1 of the South Coast Rail project. MassDOT thanks you for your support. 


— SCR 


SOUTH COAST RAIL Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Report 








Responses to Public Comments 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: rahimseacoast@aol.com 

Sent: Sunday, March 18, 2018 10:27 PM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA); Paul@rassem.realtor 
Subject: Southcoast Rail 


Dear Mr Patel 

We, the residents of Southcoast will appreciate your efforts regarding the accessibility of the Rail in this 
area. The rail could offers many young& educated generations in our area the opportunity to live in our 
area and have the access to work in Boston, Quincy or RT 24 area with high tech companies. 


Also Southcoast area has more affordable rental rates which could enable the young generation from big 


city who currently not able to afford to live in the metropolitan area to participate in the “big city” job 
market. 


The rail will be beneficial to both, the SouthCoast area and Boston. 


Regards 


Rahim Aghai 

Lantern Realty LLC 

331 Union Street 

New Bedford MA 02740 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Melinda Ailes <mlailes@msbdc.umass.edu> 
Sent: Wednesday, February 28, 2018 3:16 PM 
To: Patel, Purvi (EEA); Fox, Jean (DOT) 
Subject: South Coast Rail DSEIR 


To: Secretary Matthew A. Beaton, EOEEA 
Attn: MEPA Office — Purvi Patel EEA #14346 


From: Melinda L. Ailes 
Date: February 28, 2018 


Re: South Coast Rail Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report 


| would like to strongly recommend that the DSEIR be accepted without additional review, that the we 


move forward with this initiative and that we also move forward simultaneously with the preferred 
Stoughton Route. Thank you. 





Melinda Ailes 


9cL-L 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Howe Allen <howe@howeallen.com> 
Sent: Friday, March 23, 2018 1:03 PM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Cc: Bill Straus 

Subject: SouthCoast Rail 


I’m in complete favor of the SouthCoast rail project. For those of us who must commute to Boston it will 





be a great time and money saver as well as better for our environment. The sooner the better! 


Howe Allen 
Howe Allen Realty 
857.222.3214 mobile| text 


Downtown New Bedford 
185 Union St., New Bedford, MA 02740 


Fairhaven Village Center 
43 Center St. Fairhaven MA 02719 


HoweAllen.com | 888.491.9993 


Sent from my iPhone 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Karen Almeida <kalmeida@jackconway.com> 
Sent: Friday, March 16, 2018 9:52 AM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Cc: Paul Chasse 

Subject: Southcoast Rail 


To Whom it May Concern, 


| am writing to you today to ask for your support for the South Coast Rail. Better access to 
higher earning wages, better access to universities, better access to medical specialists and 
more opportunity for travel and tourism are all of the reasons that we need to see phase 1 of 
the South Coast Rail Project completed by 2022. | urge all involved to make this a reality for the 
residents of Southeastern Massachusetts. Thank you. 


Karen Bailey Almeida, Manager 
Jack Conway Real Estate 

6 County Rd. 

Mattapoisett MA 02739 
508-789-3080 (c) 

508-758-4944 (o) 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Stacy Antonio <Stacy.Antonio@comcast.net> 
Sent: Friday, March 16, 2018 12:18 PM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Ce: paul@rasem.realtor 

Subject: Southcoast Rail 


Good afternoon, 


Better access to higher earning wages, better access to universities, better access to medical specialists 


and more opportunity for travel and tourism are all of the reasons that we need to see phase 1 of the 
SouthCoast Rail Project completed by 2022. | urge all involved to make this a reality for the residents of 


Southeastern Massachusetts. 





Thank you! 


Stacy Antonio 

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Mel Antonio Real Estate 
1160 Rockdale Avenue 

New Bedford MA 02740 

Office 508-991-6661 

Fax 508-991-6662 

www.bhhsmelantoniore.com 


Searching for homes has never been easier! 


Download our free mobile app: http://app.bhhsre.com/BHHSMA310 


Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Debrah Atteberry <attaboyatteberry@ aol.com> 
Sent: Friday, March 16, 2018 12:55 PM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: Rail service 


For too long the residents of Southeastern Massachusetts have been without passenger rail service to 
Boston. | urge you to complete phase 1 of the project by its intended date of 2022. 


Thank you! 


Debrah Atteberry 
RE/MAX Right Choice 
570 Robeson Street 
Fall River, MA 02720 


Lic.# 9532843 
508-932-0402 cell 


attaboyatteberry@aol.com 


Sent from my iPhone 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Debrah Atteberry <attaboyatteberry@ aol.com> 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2018 12:22 PM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: Rail service 


The residents of Southeastern Massachusetts deserve commuter rail service to Boston. This service will 


help to bring affordable housing to the Greater Boston Area and additionally provide a host of economic 
opportunities to areas of the Southern triangle that have been promised rail service for so long. 





Thank you! 


Debrah Atteberry 
RE/MAX Right Choice 
570 Robeson Street 
Fall River, MA 02720 


Lic.# 9532843 
508-932-0402 cell 


attaboyatteberry@aol.com 


Sent from my iPhone 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Fox, Jean (DOT) <Jean.Fox@dot.state.ma.us> 

Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2018 11:37 AM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA); Patel, Purvi (ENV) (purvi.patel@state.ma.us); Nancy 
Farrell (Reginavilla); Sarah Paritsky (Regina Villa Associates) 

Subject: FW: Southcoast Rail 


Comment Letter 


From: Tracy Barbosa [mailto:tracy@duendeglass.com] 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2018 11:34 AM 


To: Fox, Jean (DOT) 
Subject: Southcoast Rail 


Hello, 


Boston's commuter traffic can be equated to a heart attack. Boston being the heart, and all its 
arteries clogged and disfunctional. We NEED a proper Southcoast Rail service much like the 


Long Island Rail Road in NY. Rolling schedule of convenient travel times, and speed. Boston 
will FLOURISH with healthy growth with a clean, proper rail system. 


ALSO, we need art on the rails! I would love to work on that project once it comes around. 
Massachusetts deserves the healthy movement of other great states and cities. 


I myself, would use this rail in lieu of driving every time! 


Thank you for your time, 
Tracy Barbosa 


Tracy Silva Barbosa co owner 
Duende Glass LLC 


Architecture adorned. 


508-971-3223 
631-745-5017 


PO Box 50881 NB, MA 02745 
duendeglass.com 


BayCoast 


ee ee BANK. 


Nicholas M. Christ 
BayCoast Bank 

330 Swansea Mall Dr, 
Swansea, MA 02777 
March 16, 2018 


Secretary Matthew A, Beaton, EOEEA 
Attn: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) 

EEA #14346 

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 
Boston, MA 02114 


Dear Secretary Beaton, 


BayCoast Bank proudly supports advancing Phase | of the South Coast Rail project. The two phase 
63-1 approach offers significant time and cost savings, which make near-term commuter rail service to the 
) Coast a real possibility. The economic development opportunities offered by South Coast Rail will 






Sout 


be important drivers In the future of the region, Further, the recently published Draft Supplemental 


le kd 
63-2 Environmental Impact Report demonstrates the benefits of expanded commuter rail service to the 


South Coast. By improving access to the Boston market, the South Coast will (urther integrate with the 
global 21" century economy. 


Sincerely, 





Nicholas M. Christ 
President & CEQ 
BayCoast Bank 


P.O, Box 1311 / Fall River, MA 02722-13117 / 508.678.7641 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Team Bell Real Estate <buyandsellteambell @ pmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2018 4:37 PM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Cc: paul@rasem.realtor 

Subject: SouthCoast Rail 


For too long the residents of Southeastern Massachusetts have been withoul passenger 
rail service to Boston. | urge you to complete phase 1 of the project by its intended date 





of 2022. 
Thank you, 


Andrea 


Andrea Belanger | 774-644-2777 License 9552590 - REB.001 8458 
Tammy Belanger | 508-965-4147 License 9088542 

RE/MAX Right Choice 

570 Robeson Street 

Fall River, MA 02720 

Tel: 508-677-3629 

Fax: 508-674-8333 


Virus-free. www.avge.com 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Bender, Claudia <C.Bender®@ eastembank.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 21, 2018 2:48 PM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: South Coast Rail 


Better access (0 higher eaming wages, better access to universities, better access to medical specialists 





and more onunity for travel and tourism are all of the reasons thal we need to see phase 1 of the 





SouthCoast Rail Project completed by 2022. | urge all involved to make this a reality for the residents of 
southeastern Massachusetis. Thank you. 


Claudia Bender, CFP* 

Vice President 

Eastern Bank Wealth Management 
33 Enterprise St. Suite 10 

Duxbury, MA 02332 

Ph: 781-261-2149 

F: 781-586-6176 

Email: c.bender@easternbank.com 


Investment Products; Not insured by FDIC or any federal government agancy. Not deposits of or 
guaranieed by any bank. May lose value. 


@eEastern Bank 


wealth management 
JOIN US FOR GOOD” 


6222222222225 5222555522222 83233353 s2$ $2225] =5S5s2.2s2s2s2s. 


The information contained in this electronic communication & intended to be sent only to fhe stated reciplant and may 
contain information that is confidential, privilaged or othoarwise protected from disclosure under applicable law. If the 
reader of this message is not the Intended recipient or their agent, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution or copying of the information Is strictly prohibited, If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the 
sender and dante a coplas. 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Scott Bemard <scott.m.bermard@ gmail.com> 

Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2078 11:01 PM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Cc: Fox, Jean (DOT) 

Subject: South Coast Rail Wntten Comments for the Official Record 
Attachments: Marchi 9MBTAMeeting. pdf 

Ms. Patel: 


[ am writing in order to express my objections concerning what is being called Phase I of the 
South Coast Rail Project. | know that others will submit comments concerning the negative 
economic and environment effects of Phase I to the towns af Middleboro and Lakeville and the 
City of Taunton. Although [ certainly agree with the statements | heard at public meeting on 
those particular matter, [ wish to address issues that are a little more within my expertise as a 
longtime user of the commuter rail to and from Middleboro/Lakeville. 


First I wish to state that I oe Eat both New Bedford and Fall Bivera need a rail Connection worn 





The three pronged Old Colony Line, reopened in 1997, has never enjoyed the level or quality of 
service that has been available along the other commuter rail lines. The main problem lies 
between Quincy Center Station and Boston South Station, where there is an eight mile bottleneck 
caused by the fact that there is only a single tack. Currently three lines feed into this single 
track: Middleboro/Lakeville, Kingston, and Greenbush. Already, small delays in any one of the 
lines in either direction can result in traffic back up and delays along the other two lines. 
Speaking from experience, nearly every morning in my commute into Boston over the course of 
eight years on the 8:07 inbound from Middleboro/Lakeville, the train stops, often for ten minutes 
ai atime, outside Braintree Station waiting for an outbound train to pass. The 8:07 is consistently 
ten minutes late in its scheduled arrival at South Station. 


Similar back ups are frequent along all three lines. In the two weeks preceding March 19 
(excepting the two days in this period where there were significant weather events) there were 
105 delays between the three lines, many were the result of delays that began along one of the 
other lines (see attached PDF, a listing of all the tweets from MBTA_CR concerning delays in 
this period). Now MassDOT proposes to add the equivalent of another full lime (with Fall River 
and New Bedford feeding into Middleboro through the proposed Pilgrim Junction). Although 
MassDOT states that this will any result in one extra train run into aly out of Boston, the line is 





I believe that the phased approach is a shoddy replacement for a universally acclaimed Stoughton 


Electric option that had already been determined to be the most superior option in 2014 by the 
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Phase I, put it) that Phase II, or the Stoughton Option, will be effectively be killed. Phase I is not 


a stopgap measure put in place while MassDOT works on Phase II. Phase I is crumbs to the 


South Coast, and crummy for Southeastern Massachusetts. I believe that MassDOT,, this 
ieve that the people of 


New Bedford, Fall River, and the surrounding area 


deserve better. For that reason, as a resident of this area, and a concerned citizen I must say that 


Phase I must not be carried forward. 
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itted, 


Esq. 
MA 02346 


Thank you for the opportunity to speak at the meetings on March 6 and March 19. I do hope that 
Bernard, 


we can find a better way 
Respectfully subm 

11 Myrtle Avenue 
Middleborough, 


Scott M. 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Debby Boiros <debbyboiros @ yahoo.com> 
Sent: Friday, March 16, 2018 12:17 PM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: Southcoast Rail phase 1 


For too long the residents of Southeastern Massachusetts have been without passenger 
il service to Boston. Route 24 has had an inordinate amount of traffic, thus more 


accidents as people travelling from 
Fall River, New Bedford and Taunton and even Tiverton, RI use this route to the 
Boston area. 








I am 66 years old, a Realtor and have been hearing about a rail since | was 15. Areas 
that were not considered long ago now have the rail system yet the forgotten stepsister 
is still waiting. 


I urge you to complete phase 1 of the project by its intended date of 2022. Thank you. 


Debby Boiros, ABR,CDRS __ Lic # 9048896 
Kelly Lewis Realty/CGRES 
508-559-3279 


www.debbyslist.com 


“ASSISTANCE is the DIFFERENCE" 


The finest compliment I can receive is a referral from my trusted clients. Thank You! 
ABR = Accredited Buyer Rep CDRS = Certified Default Resolution Specialist 


Emails sent or received shall neither constitute acceptance of conducting transactions via electronic means 
nor create a binding contract until and unless a written contract is signed by the parties 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Bill Boles <wboles@jackconway.com> 
Sent: Friday, March 16, 2018 10:25 AM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: South Coast Rail Project 


Before | retired and became a realtor , |commuted to BOSTON everyday by car. The commute 
was exhausting. The option of going to the train station in Middleboro was not appealing 
because | lived in Dartmouth. The ride to the station would have taken 30 to 40 mins. | might as 
well have kept driving to BOSTON. 


The train would not only would have helped me, but countless others to lessen the burden of 
driving to BOSTON . The train would lower the amount of commuter traffic. It would lessen 
concerns about air quality. 


Another reason to have train service , would be to have professionals who cannot afford homes 
in the METRO BOSTON area , to be able to buy homes here at a lower price and commute. 


Th rofessionals woul xX or rty incom Il towns and they woul m c 
of acommunity . These professionals may get involved with our local politics , churches , and 
schools . Their ideas would or could benefit us in a lot of areas. 


This project has been kicked around long enough. The most viable option is the MIDDLEBORO 


track . This is less expensive and would suffice the needs of all the residents. Taunton and Fall 
River shoul let nnect to MIDDLEBORO. Taunton has voi the most concerns . | w 


wondering if a shuttle service could be entertained to get folks in Taunton ,to Fall River or 
Middleboro , if the connection by track is not viable. 


Yours truly, 
Bill Boles 


Bill Boles 

Jack Conway & Co. 

6 County Rd. 
Mattapoisett, Mass. 02739 
Office: 508 758 4944 

Cell: 508 491 6700 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Lisa Boragine <lisaboragine @ gmail.com> From: Crystal Bradwin <crystalbradwin @ gmail.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 06, 2018 8:56 AM Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2018 10:13 PM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA); Fox, Jean (DOT) To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: South Coast Rail SDEIR public comment Subject: IN SUPPORT OF SOUTH COAST RAIL 

I share the concern voiced by Middleboro Selectmen about environmental, local traffic, and Secretary Matthew A. Beaton, EOEEA 

economic impacts with Middleboro Phase 1 South Coast Rail plan. There will be increased Attn: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) 


traffic around the route 28 rotary and the project could possibly add dangerous chemicals to 


Middleboro drinking water. The traffic "study" was one day, didn't take into account the Please bring early commuter rail service to New Bedford, Fall River and Taunton. This is 


difference between traffic in June and other times of the year - there are seasonal traffic 70-1 innovative, costs less and avoids some of the very tricky environmental challenges posed by only 
differences that must be accounted for. using the "Stoughton Route” 

The South Coast rail project has had numerous studies that show that the Stoughton route is I worked at UMass Dartmouth as the University Architect for 9 years. This rail would allow 
much preferred. We need to go electric, it's the best way for the state to reduce its' carbon 70-2 — students to commute from anywhere along the line. A Taunton resident could save tuition by 
footprint. So why is the Middleboro route being completed at all? There needs to be an commuting to UMass Dartmouth vs into Boston. 

investigation into who specifically finacially benefits from this Middleboro plan, because it 

makes no sense to spend limited state funds on this transportation plan. There already is a As a Fairhaven resident, | appreciate that my daughters and I would be able to commute into 
Middleboro station. We don't need a second station when the people of Fall River and the people 70-3 Boston. Families would be more likely to take a trip into Boston. 

of New Bedford still have zero access. The state shouldn't ram through an unpopular plan 

despite the lack of public support. Fairhaven, MA resident 


Crystal Bradwin 


Lisa Boragine, 11 Titicut Road Raynham MA 02767 
308 579 7188 


Lele 


Patel, Purvi (EEA) | 


From: David Brodeur <dbrodeurd @ comcast.net 
Sent: Wednesday, February 21, 2018 7:17 PM 
To: Patel, Purvi (EEA); Fox, Jean (DOT) 
Subject: Rail Comments 

Attachments: Southcoast Rail.pdf 

Good evening 


Thank you for your presentation at today's meeting for The South Coast Rail. | look 
forward to your progress, | have attached my comment sheet to this email. 


Thank you, David 


David Brodeur Co-owner Beacon Paint and Hardware 


Cell 508-971-5680 Office 508-995-1766 Fax 508-995-3519 
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SCR 
SOUTH COAST RAIL 


DSEIR Comment Form 


This sheet is provided for your comments on the South Coast Rail Draft Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Report (DSEIR). Your input is solicited and appreciated. Please return the sheet with your 
comments to a South Coast Rail staff member at the event, or mail to the following address by 
March 28, 2018, the last day comments are accepted: 


Secretary Matthew A. Beaton, EOEEA 

Attn.: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) EEA #14346 
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 

Boston, M4.02114 

or fax: 617-626-1181 

email: purvi patel@state,.ma.us 


or via hand delivery 


MassDOT would like to receive a copy of your letter, which you can email or mail to: 
Jean Fox (jean.fox@state.ma.us) 
MassDOT 
Ten Park Plaza, Room 4150 
Boston, MA 02116 


if you need more space, please use the reverse. 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Abraham Brody <abrody@macmaps.com> 
Sent: Monday, March 12, 2018 4:58 PM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: suggestions for commuter rail 

Hi Patel, 


| saw the e-mail about the event tomorrow. | can't attend due to the weather. | would like to offer 
these pieces of suggestions: 


1. Dualize all railway lines at each station so delays due to snow are less problematic on the | haOld 
Colony lines. 





monorail ween h ion and North ion 


Reasons for monorail success can be retrieved from https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http- 


3A __www.monorails.org &d=DwlDaQ&c=IDF70MaPKXpkYvev9V- 
fVahWLOQWnGCCAFCDz1Bns_ w&r=Uf3hQPyr79cpfFoGqureXZbLP _AluHikFTQAsWbQ10&m=6hbjlEttEr 
EpYtpDtz6hOOZ4IncfINw4 vkngXtL38E&s=sMm_LizmTv-9d3UH3J7AtkOz22tlvSdFcPXRGSZaDTY &e= 


4. Electrify all lines to offer faster service. Kingston to Braintree 


n ne in half an hour if electric engin r 


5. Fix the connection to Plymouth so backtracking does not need to be done to enter Plymouth, and 
offer more trains to Plymouth, 


6. For the New Bedford Extension, make sure New Bedford trains only take 
n hour B n. If that means r ing th for New Bedfor 


trains, that would help. 


7. Use Snowplow engines on both sides of the commuter rails and set them up before storms. That will 
help get trains moved out quicker when it snows. 


| have applied to get a Masters of Science and Engineering, and would like to offer consulting services to 
MassDOT as | used to work for Federal Aviation Administration, and NOAA in making air transportation 
charts and 

navigation routes for boats with computerized models. | live in Mashpee, 

and run my own consulting service through https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http- 


3A__www.macmaps.com_ &d=DwlDaQ&c=IDF7oMaPKXpkYvev9V- 
fVahWLOQWnGCCATCDz1Bns_ w&r=Uf3hQPyr79cpfFoGqureXZbLP__ AluHikFTQAsWbQ10&m=6hbjlEttEr 
EpYtpDtz6hOOZ4IncfINw4_ vkngXtL38E&s=wxXOgMOHZMzSHUMOQOPLTdx5j99d|3a4EP2I8CqrQEVqNM&e 


If there are any managers at MassDOT you think | should talk with | can be connected also on LinkedIn 
via https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http- 


3A __www.linkedin.com_in_macmaps&d=DwlDaQ&c=IDF7oMaPKXpkYvev9V- 
fVahWLOQWnGCCAFCDz1Bns_ w&r=Uf3hQPyr79cpfFoGqureXZbLP _AluHikFTQAsWbQ10&m=6hbjlEttEr 
EpYtpDtz6hOOZ4IncfINw4 vkngXtL38E&s=poyn20SveDW-5 MAWMdGzxmKAlmpB23CIIEqg805E5ZQ&e= 


Thank you. 
Sincerely, 
Abraham Brody 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: South Coast Rail (DOT) <south.coast.rail@state.ma.us> 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2018 7:09 PM 

To: Emily Christin; Sarah Paritsky 

Subject: FW: Phase 1 So Coast Rail 


From: Douglas Brown 

Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2018 7:09:05 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada) 
To: MassDOT South Coast Rail 

Subject: Phase 1 So Coast Rail 


To ; So Coast Rail Managers 

lam a Falmouth Selectman, but my comments are based on my own personal views. 

As a Falmouth resident | urge you to implement phase 1 with the Middleboro line. It seems the most 
cost effective use of public funds. Rail service to New Bedford would be an excellent partnership with 





eamship Autho plans to expand service to Marthas Vinyard from New Bedford. | hope there could 
also be continued service to North Falmouth. There is still state land there that could facilitate a station. 


The Shining Sea Bikeway begins where the rail line ends. A beautiful 10 mile bike ride to Woods Hole 
awaits rail passengers as they arrive in North Falmouth. It could be a very nice route. 


Thank you, Douglas Brown 
10 Green Acre Rd 

East Falmouth Ma 02536 
508 560 4149 


Sent from my iPad 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Kristi Butler <kristi@marderbrands.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 21, 2018 10:55 AM 
To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Cc: Fox, Jean (DOT) 

Subject: SouthCoast Rail Project 


Better access to higher earning wages, better access to universities, better access to medical specialists 


and more opportunity for travel and tourism are all of the reasons that we need to see phase 1 of the 
SouthCoast Rail Project completed by 2022. | urge all involved to make this a reality for the residents of 


Southeastern Massachusetts. 
Thank you. 
Best Regards, 


Kristi Butler 

Marder Trawling, Inc. 

28 Union St. 

New Bedford, MA 02740 
ph: (508)992-1722 

fax: (508)991-3245 
www.marderbrands.com 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: David Cabral <dcabral@fivestarcompanies.net> 
Sent; Wednesday, March 21, 2018 12:37 PM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Ce: Fox, Jean (DOT) 

Subject: SouthCoast Rail Project 


Dear Secretary Matthew A, Beaton, 


For too long the residents of Southeastern Massachusetts have been without passenger rail service to 
Boston, 





| ask all involved to make this a reality for the residents of Southeastern Massachusetts. 


Thank you. 


David A Cabral | President 


w Five Star 162 Samuel Barnet Blvd | New Bedford, MA 02745 


T: 774-206-3711 > Fr 508-998-5630 
deabrelfyvesterompaniet cet | aniw.ferettcormpenine.com 





CC: Jean Fox MassDOT 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Wiliam M. Callahan <bill@callahanre.com> 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2078 4:19 PM 

Ta: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Cc: Paul Chasse 

Subject: South Coast Rail 


To whom it may concern 


| just spoke to a Seller toady and we have a land listing for over a year. This market 
needs good jobs and people need affordable housing! 





Thank you, 


Best regards, 
Bill 


William M. Callahan Real Estate 

3rd generation providing personal and professional service! 
508.583.8000 office 

508.572.3300 cell 

bill@callahanre.com 


540 Oak St. 
Brockton, MA 
02301 


LVL-L 


Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Caryn Campbell <carync508@ gmail.com> 
Sent: Saturday, March 17, 2018 7:29 PM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: Southcoast Rail 

Dear Purvi Patel: 






ast k iby 2 I urge all cwvalvedt to Tua this a ) 
reality for the peehtene of Siutheatiete Masuinhoastts Thank you. 


Most sincerely, 
Caryn 


Caryn Campbell 

Realtor LI 

Conway Senior Specialist 

Certified Relocation Specialist 

Leading Real Estate Companies of the World, Loca/, National & Global 


Member of Platinum Club 

Tops in Sales 2017 

Tops in Sales 2016 

2017 Recipient of Superstar Reward Trip to the Bahamas 
2016 Recipient of Superstar Reward Trip to Cancun, Mexico 


Cell: * 74, aoe 6248 
E-mails: cary | 





Jack Conway & Company 
66 West Street 
Mansfield, MA 02048 


® The referral of your friends and family is the greatest compliment you can give 
me! Thank you for your continued support! 

8 @ 8 6 

c 


Patel, Purvi (EEA) ) 


From: Bob Caron <bcaron15@ pmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, February 22, 2018 4:24 PM 
To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Cc: Fox, Jean (DOT); Paul Chasse 
Subject: DSEIT - South Coast Rail 
Attachments: SCR_DSEIT_02-22-2018.pdf 

Good afternoon, 


Please accept the attached letter representing my comments on the DSEIR for the South Coast 
Rail Project. 


Sincerely, 


Bob Caron, Broker-Owner 
Always do wits agi Ther al qr) soe Soooie Ore Goh Da est.” 
Mark Twain 





Streamline Realty Group, LLC |Rfeelieter Waive) Come Welles 





1211 Grand Army Hwy, STE 3, Swansea, MA 02777-4225 
Mobile: 401-578-3169 Office: 774-322-9200 E-Fax: 1-866-311-8224 


bearonljs@ gmail.com www.bobcaron.net 
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| Sealine 





Bob Caron 


Broker-Owner 
Realty Group 


February 22, 2018 

Secretary Matthew A. Beaton, EOEEA 

ATTN: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) EEA #14346 
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 

Boston, MA 02114 

RE: South Coast Rail DSEIR Comments 


Dear Secretary Beaton, 


lt was my pleasure to witness the presentation and explanation of the DSEIR for the 
South Coast Rail project by Transportation Secretary, Stephanie Pollack, at UMASS 
Law School yesterday afternoon. Secretary Pollack was thorough, completely informed, 
and direct and to the point. Her command of the facts an all levels of this multi-layered 
project is impressive. 





As a Realtor and resident | fully support this project and look forward to witnessing the 
benefits it will clearly provide the South Coast. 


Respectfully, 


(oa jaa —§ 


Robert M. Garon, Broker-Owner 


cc: MassDOT (jean, fox@state.ma.us) 
Paul Chasse, Realtor Association of Southeastern Massachusetts 


1211 G.AR. Highway, Swansea, MA 02777-4225 
Mobile: 401-578-3169 Fax: 866-311-8224 
bearoniS@aqmail.com www.streamlineregroup.com 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


steve.castellina <sieve.castelina@comcast.net> 
Friday, February 16, 2018 10:08 AM 

Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

DSEIR - Phase | Sowth Coast Railall 





cVL-L 


80-1 


Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Mary-Carol Cate <mcscate@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2018 9:54 AM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: SouthCoast Rail 


Dear Mr. Beaton, 


I have been a resident of Southeastern Massachusetts for all my life, more specifically the 
Greater New Bedford area. The residents of Southeastern Massachusetts have been promised 


this rail service for so long. This service will provide so many economic opportunities to this 
area, along with better access to medical specialists and universities, easier travel to and from 
Boston, as well as more opportunity for tourism. 


Personally, I would love to see my son's everyday commute to and from Boston made less 
stressful, not to mention, shortened by hours, giving him more time at home with his family. 


I urge all involved to complete phase 1 of the project by its intended date of 2022, and make the 
rail service a reality for the residents of Southeaster Massachusetts. Thank you. 


Sincerely, 
Mary-Carol Cate 
Dartmouth, MA 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Fox, Jean (DOT) <Jean.Fox@dot.state.ma.us> 

Sent: Friday, March 16, 2018 4:07 PM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA); Patel, Purvi (ENV) (purvi.patel@ state.ma.us) 

Cc: Sarah Paritsky (Regina Villa Associates) 

Subject: FW: BELIEVE IT IS IMPORTANT FOR THIS RAIL SERVICE! Member of 


RASEM, the S.E. Realtor"s association 


Hi Purvi — 


This arrived in the SCR Mailbox. The message is limited to the subject line. The author is a member of 
the Realtor’s Association of Southeastern MA, whose CEO sent in a formal comment letter earlier. 


Jean 


From: Sarah Paritsky [mailto:SParitsky@reginavilla.com] 

Sent: Friday, March 16, 2018 3:31 PM 

To: Fox, Jean (DOT) 

Cc: Nancy Farrell (Reginavilla); Emily Christin (Reginavilla) 

Subject: FW: BELIEVE IT IS IMPORTANT FOR THIS RAIL SERVICE! Member of RASEM, the S.E. 
Realtor''s association 


Jean, 


I’m sharing the below email we received in the SCR inbox. This is the first that has come straight to our 
inbox and wasn’t also forwarded to you. Let us know if we should forward this to anyone else. 


Thanks, 
Sarah 


From: South Coast Rail (DOT) <south.coast.rail@state.ma.us> 

Sent: Friday, March 16, 2018 3:12 PM 

To: Emily Christin <EChristin@reginavilla.com>; Sarah Paritsky <SParitsky@reginavilla.com> 

Subject: FW: BELIEVE IT IS IMPORTANT FOR THIS RAIL SERVICE! Member of RASEM, the S.E. Realtor''s 
association 


From: gchace 

Sent: Friday, March 16, 2018 3:12:08 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada) 

To: MassDOT South Coast Rail 

Subject: BELIEVE IT IS IMPORTANT FOR THIS RAIL SERVICE! Member of RASEM, the S.E. Realtor''s 
association 


VVL-L 


Sent from my Galaxy Tab® S2 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Paul Chasse <Paul@rasem.realtor> 
Sent: Friday, March 16, 2018 9:07 AM 
To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Cc: Fox, Jean (DOT) 

Subject: SouthCoast Rail Testimony 
Importance: High 


Good Morning Ms. Patel... 


After years of promises, my sincere hope is that the Commonwealth is on track to restore Commuter 
Rail service to the areas of New Bedford, Fall River and Taunton. The project will reconnect the South 


Coast to Boston and cities and towns along the way, take vehicles off our overcrowded highways, 


improve air quality, encourage tourism, provide jobs and support smart growth in the region. It will save 
an estimated 60 minutes a day over sitting in traffic on Route 24 and the Southeast Expressway. 


Basically, the benefits promised in the Economic Development and Land Use Corridor Plan will begin to 
accrue to the region almost immediately. 





Planning our first ride to Boston could be only four short years away and imagining what new rail service 
could mean for our businesses, education, housing and jobs is exciting. The benefits are enormous and 
long overdue for the only Massachusetts’ region, 50 miles outside of Boston, that does not currently 
have passenger rail service. | urge all involved to make phase 1 of the SouthCoast Rail project a reality by 
2022. Thank you. 


Paul Chasse, RCE, ITI, e-PRO 
Chief Executive Officer, REALTOR® Association of Southeastern Massachusetts 
Chairman, Rail-To-Boston Coalition 


Disclaimer: The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended 
solely for use by the recipient and others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby 
notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution or taking action in relation of the contents of this information is 
strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. 
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SOUTH COAST RAIL 
DSEIR Comment Form 


This sheet is provided for your comments on the South Coast Rail Draft Supplemental Environmental 
impact Report (DSEIR), Your input is solicited and appreciated, Please return the sheet with your 
comments to a South Coast Rail staff member at the event, or mail to the following address by 
March 23, 2018, the last day commerits are accepted: 


Secretary Matthew A, Beaton, EOEEA 

Attn.: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) EEA #14346 
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 

Boston, MA 02124 

or fax: 617-626-1181 

email; purvi.patel(@state.ma.us 

or via hand delivery 


MassDOT would like to receive a copy of your letter, which you can email or mail to: 


Jean Fox (jean. fox@state.ma.us) 
MassDOT 


Ten Park Plaza, Room 4150 
Boston, MA 02116 


if you need more space, please use the reverse. 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: jacqueline connolly <nehomefinders@ gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, March 16, 2018 3:04 PM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA); paul@rasem.realtor 

Subject: South Coast Rail Road 


The resicents of Seuiienstan Massachusetts peste commuter rail service et Boston. 





Peruie that eae tata oeotiand roll ebnice for so (one, Thank Poul, 


Fondly, 


Jackie Connolly 
Broker/Owner 

New England Home Finders 
Office:508-823-2244 


Fax: 508-448-0220 
Cell;508-333-9393 


[ay 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) ————a 


From: Richard Connor <rconnor4 @verizon.net> 
Sent: Monday, March 19, 2018 9:41 AM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: South coast rail 





And that's a two-way street. Many times have | considered going up to Boston for something and 
decided not to because | did not want to deal with the driving, the traffic and the parking. 


Richard Connor 
41 Maple St 
NB 


Sent from my iPhone 





SOUTH COAST RAIL 


DSEIR Comment -orm 


This sheet is provided for your comments on the South Coast Rail Draft Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Report (DSEIR). Your input is solicited and appreciated. Please return the sheet with your 
comments to a South Coast Rail staff member at the event, or mail to the following address by 
March 23, 2018, the last day comments are accepted; 


Secretary Matthew A, Beaton, EOEEA 

Attn.: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) EEA #14346 
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 

Boston, MA 02114 

or Tax: 617-626-1181 

email: purvipatel@state, mais 

or via hand delivery 


MassDOT would like to receive a copy of your letter, which you can email or mail to: 
Jean Fox (jean fox@state.ma.us) 
MassDOT 
Ten Park Plaza, Room 4150 
Boston, MA D2116 


& IF you need more space, please use the reverse. 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Christopher D'Anna <cdanna@ ownnewengland.com> 

Sent: Friday, March 16, 2018 12:05 PM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: MassDOT filed a Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (DSEIR) 
for SouthCoast Rail 






B reason 
at | to > L_of the Coast F 0272. | urge 
all involved to make this a reality for the residents of Southeastern Massachusetts. 
Sincerely, 

Christopher D'Anna 


2 D'Anna 

Branch Manager Easton, Wareham & Yarmouth Offices 
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices N.E. Prime Properties 
508-858-6145 


Emails sent or received shall neither constitute acceptance of conducting transactions 
via electronic means nor shall create a binding contract in the absence of a fully signed 
written agreement. The information contained in this email message is confidential. Il 
you are not the intended recipient, please do not read, distribute or reproduce this 
transmission (including any attachments). [fF you have received this email in error, 
please delete this message and notify the sender, 


Anti-Fraud Disclosure Statement 

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices N.E. Prime Properties will never send you any 
electronic communication with instructions to transfer funds or to provide nonpublic 
personal information, such as credit card or debit numbers or bank account and/or 
routing numbers. If you receive any electronic communication directing you to transfer 
funds or provide nonpublic personal information do not respond to il and immediately 
contact your agent. 
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©2017 BHH Arffiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHHS 
Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® 


Equal Housing Opportunity. OwnNewEngland.com 


Emails sent or received shall neither constitute acceptance of conducting transactions 
via electronic means nor shall create a binding contract in the absence of a fully signed 
written agreement. The information contained in this email message is confidential. If 
you are not the intended recipient, please do not read, distribute or reproduce this 
transmission (including any attachments). If you have received this email in error, 
please delete this message and notify the sender. 


Anti-Fraud Disclosure Statement 

Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices N.E. Prime Properties will never send you any 

electronic communication with instructions to transfer funds or to provide nonpublic 

personal information, such as credit card or debit numbers or bank account and/or 

routing numbers. If you receive any electronic communication directing you to transfer 

funds or provide nonpublic personal information do not respond to it and immediately 

contact your agent. 88-1 


©2017 BHH Arffiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH 
Affiliates, LLC. Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway 
HomeServices symbol are registered service marks of HomeServices of America, Inc.® 
Equal Housing Opportunity. OwnNewEngland.com 


Purvi (EEA) 
From: Rey Day <renedavey@gqmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2018 9:14 PM 
To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 
Subject: commuter rail to n.b. 


hi 

i'm a single mom of 2 living in New Bedford that frequently travels to Boston for doctors appts. 
i'm lucky to have my car however i find the trip terrifying. 

leaving the factor of traffic aside, as it is a factor literally anywhere, the part that bothers me the 
most is accidents. 

Every highway leading to Boston from N.B. frequently sees major accidents. the sheer number 
of cars makes it incredibly likely my family will experience an accident at some point. 

I dont want that to happen. 

I trust my driving skills but there are people out there that shouldnt be behind the wheel. 


My family needs the option to get to Boston using the safest way available. 
Please use the existing railway to bring the train to New Bedford as soon as possible! 


i must also point out that before moving here we lived on Nantucket for almost 20 years. rail 
transport from that region is severely lacking. Doctors in Boston were practically inacessible to 
us, and the cape flyer is scheduled for tourists. maybe there is a way to connect the rail from 
middleboro to the cape? 

Anyway, if you bring it to N.B. asap I know Nantucketers would jump on it. When i move. back 
there i will be utilizing the train from N.B. 


thanks for reading 
rene 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Cecilia DelGaudio <cela@ bipeari.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 21, 2018 3:47 PM 
To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: Support SC Rail 





Thank you, 


Cella & Rob DelGaudia 
Black Pearl Productions, Inc. 
Westport Ma 02790 





Blac»Pearl « 


FEOte tris 


Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: dawn @dawndevin.com 

Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2018 3:33 PM 
To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: South Coast Rail 






























“hid Ne TOF MM 7 =f at : Ale 

My husband grew up in Fairhaven, MA. He went to Boston College, Tulane University, and returned to 
the South Coast so we could raise our family In this beautiful sea side town. 

He is a software engineer and the job prospects in this area were slim, For 30 years he has traveled [irst 
to Waltham then Boston, and now Milford. He has sacrificed time with his family due to the very long. 
commutes. When he would come home he would read to the kids and then do work he could easily 
have completed on the train if it was available. 


At 60 years old some think of retirement, Curt Knows this is not in store for him for many years to come. 
Unfortunately, the best opportunities for him are still in Boston, Doing that crazy drive for 30 years takes 
a toll, It takes a toll on his car but most importantly on his health. lf there was a train he could jump on it 
would open up the door to his next 10 or 15 years ina job he loves and a better commute. 

| have been a Realtor in our area for 20 years. | have seen the prospect of the rail bring excitement and 
disappointment. We have so many people in our area that are in the same situation as my husband. The 
rail would bring not only a better commute for the people here but would open the door for businesses 
to want to locate in our area. This would mean no commute for some. 








f | without | +o the citi E Middlebor 

Again, | hope this is not another dream that bursts for the people in our area and that this can move 
forward as planned. 

Sincerely, 

Dawn Devlin 


Down Deviin 

BOLD Moves Real Estate 
Agent Rising Real Estate School 
145 Fairhaven Road 


OSL-L 


Mattapoisett, MA 02739 

Office 508-999-9800 Cell 508-287-5291 
www. DawnDeviin.com 

A referral from you is always appreciated 


Patel, Purvi (EE 


From: John T. Doherty <doherty@ tmlp.net> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 21, 2018 5:02 PM 
To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: Rail through Taunton 





least resistance, 
My best always, 


John T. Doherty, GRI 
(508) B22-2272 

Doherty Realty Company 
115 Broadway 

Taunton, MA 02780 


























This email has been checked for viruses by Avast antivirus software. 
# www.avast.com 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From; Douglas, Laura <Laura.Douglas@bristolec.edu> 

Sent: Wednesday, March 21, 2018 5:22 PM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: Phase 1 of the SouthCoast Rail Project — Please complete by 2022 
Ms. Purvi Patel 


100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 
Boston, MA 02114 


Dear Ms. Patel: 





naa Diane: ni ahe Soshtbist lai oeceeuri ica or gba 6 urge all vole to mnie this a 


reality for the residents of Southeastern Massachusetts, 


Thank you, 
Laura Douglas 


Laura L. Douglas, Ph.D. 

President 

Bristol Community College 

Attleboro - Fall River- New Bedford - Taunton « eLearning 
777 Elsbree Street, Fall River, MA 02720 

Tel: 774.357.2184 

Fax: 508.676.0334 

v¥ Peat. 


“if you want to go fost, go alone. If you want to go far, go with others." 
~ African Proverb 


€) BCCCONNECT 


Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Dave Dubak <dave@davedubak.com> 
Sent: saturday, March 17, 2018 9:25 AM 
To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Cc: Paul@rasem.realtor 

Subject: SouthCoast Rail 


93-1] dl 





completed by 2022. u urge all cantveks to ae ls il a for he anita of aoudbeusetn 
Massachusetts. 
Thank you, 


Your REALTOR® 


Dave Dubak ABA, CDPE, CMAS, e-PRO, GR 
Follow me on Twitter 

ATTLEBORO TEAM LEADER 

Century 21 Ed Pariseau, REALTORS® 
Newsletter 

209 Pleasant Street 

Attleboro, MA 02703 


es Find me on Facebook ea 


Subscribe to My Monthly 


508-207-3575 cell 508-276-0200 Fax 
on Facebook!! 

Dave@DaveDubak.com 
hitp://DaveDubak.com 


Oh, by the way, I'm never too busy for your referrals! 
Thank you for your trust! 


Click here to LIKE Attleboro Real Estate 


If you do not wish to receive future emails, please click the link to Unsubscribe; Unsubscribe, 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Kreg Espinola <kespinola@bevlegal.com> 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2018 6:43 AM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: southcoast commuter rail 


To Whom it may Concern: 


Thank you for taking the time to consider the various letters, e-mails and other 
communications expressing support for South Coast commuter rail. This is not 
the first time that | have gone on the record expressing support for South Coast 
commuter rail. Approximately 20 years ago, a forum was held in Taunton at the 
District Court | believe, and | had my support comments recorded via tape 
recorder. | was a student then, living and attending law school in Boston. At the 
time | thought that commuter rail to Boston from New Bedford would have been 
so convenient to me for when | had to do my final semester of law school while 
living at home, that even if | wouldn’t benefit from its construction, future 
generations would. | am now 43 years old and live in New Bedford just outside 
downtown proper with my wife and two daughters, aged 5 and 3. And while | no 
longer need commuter rail to commute on a regular basis, | see a great many 
people here do need it. And | must say, that South Coast commuter rail would 
have extraordinary benefits to the South Coast, and the Commonwealth as a 
whole. The South Coast is an amazing place to call home, commuter rail would 


bring many more people to our communities to visit and live. And if | were selfish 
| would tell the Commonwealth that they can keep their commuter rail because of 


the influx of people that it would bring. And those people that did come here 
would say “WOW what an amazing place the South Coast is!” The best seafood in 
the country, beautiful beaches, interesting museums, culture and a proud history 
whose only rival in the Commonwealth is it’s capital. But alas, we in the South 
Coast are not a selfish people, we are real, authentic and gritty. And those who 
come into our communities with good intentions are treated as if they had always 
been here, and are one of us. We are a giving and caring people and as far as our 
contributions to the Commonwealth, we have given far more than we have 
received. But we are a proud people too. And while | have supported commuter 
rail for over 20 years, if the Commonwealth delays or fails to deliver again, the 
loss is more yours than it is ours. | dare you not to bring it. 


proud resident of New Bedford 


My Very Best to you. 


Kreg R. Espinola, 


cab-L 


License #5LM2537; NH Mortgage Banker License =8616-MB; RI Licensed Lender #20092626LL; Ri 


Patel, Purvi (EEA) Licensed Loan Broker #20122931LB: 


From: Megan Faber <Mepan. Faber@rmsmortpage.com> 
Sent: Friday, March 16, 2018 12:22 PM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Ce: paul @rasem.realtor 

Subject: SouthCoast Rail Project 


For too long the residents of Southeastern Massachusetts have been without passenger 
rail service to Baston. Lurge you to complete phase 1 of the project by its intended 


95-1 





urge all ace to make this a a vealed for the careds of 
Seuhbascern Massachusetts. Thank you. 


Megan Faber 
Loan Officer, NMLS# 1497645 
Residential Mortgage Services, Inc. 
174 Union Street | New Bedford, MA 02740 
_ C 508-535-6012 | D 508-535-6012 | F 508-597-7740 
Megan.Paber@ rmsmorigage.com 
www. RMSmortpage.com/MeganFaber 


Licensed jm FL, MA, Al 


My 

Assistant: Sandy Parnell 
Loan Officer Assistant 
NMLS# 1182055 
Email Sandy Parnell 
508-535-6080 


Licensed in MA, ME, NH, RI 

















Equal Housing Opportunity; NMLS #1760. wow omlsconsumeraccess.org. Your actual, rate, payment 
and costs could be higher. Get an official Loan Estimate before choosing a loan. For information 
purposes only and is not a commitment to lend. Programs, rates, teams and conditions are subject bo 
change at any time. Availability dependent upon approved credit and documentation, acceptable 
appraisal, and market conditions. Not all programs available in all areas. Residential Mortgage 
Services, Inc. ls a Maine Corporation headquartered at 24 Christopher Toppl Drive, South Portland, 
ME 04106. FL Mortgage Lender License #MLD232, Operating as RMS Mortgage Inc. in Florida; MA 
Mortgage Lender License #MCi760; MA Mortgage Broker Licanse @MC1760; ME Supervised Lender 


| ri 
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AN Fernandes & Charest, BC. 


Certified Public Accountants 
SK & Business Consultants 


1140 Stare Kool «© PO. Hox 1525 
Westport, Massachusetts 02 740-0042 


Febriary 19, 2018 


Sceretary Matthew A, Beaton, EOREA 
Attn; MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) 

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 
Boston, MA 02114 


Dear Secretary Beaton: 


a 


PELEMOWE 
(508) 656-6556 


bAX 
(508) 646-447 | 


HAL 
loenaides&icharest@lernundeschacest.com 
WEST 
wwwdlernandescharest.com 


RECEIVED 
Phat 9 2018 


NWIEPA 


lam writing to express my unequivocal support for Phase | of the South Coust Rail project. As you 
know, the working idea of rail service to the South Coast region of the stale ig one thal has existed lor 
over twenty-five years, but has nol come to fruition. 1 am thrilled to see that with Phase 1, Fall River, 


Taunton and New Bedford will have rail service by 2022, 











These families will invest in our cities 


and towns, gerierate new tax. revenue ious bring with them more disposable income which will help local 
businesses as they experience the humerous cultural and lifestyle amenities offered in the SouthCoast, 


As noted in the Draft Environmental Impact Report, "hase | does not replace the proposed Stoughton 
route ay the Phase | improvements are also @ nevessary eompouent of the Phase 2 Stoughton Route, so 
executing Phase | will net increase the capital cost of (he full build, yet it wil! aceammodate rail service at 
least & vears earlier than the full build. 





transporialion poal a reality. 


Sincerely, 


= iy r 
C4 aael at ae y Ci aN 


liruce . Fernandes, CRA 


Ce: Jean |ox 

Massl0]' 

Ten Park Plaza, Room 4150 
Hoxton, MA UZT16 


Thank vou for making this long sought 





SCR 


SOUTH COAST RAIL 


DSEIR Comment Form 


This sheet is provided for your comments on the South Coast Rail Draft Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Report (DSEIR), Your input is solicited and appreciated, Please return the sheet with your 
comments to a South Coast Rail staff member at the event, or mail to the following address by 
March 28, 2018, the last day comments are accepted: 


Secretary Matthew A, Beaton, EQEEA 

Attn: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) EEA #14346 
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 

Boston, MA 02114 

or fax! 617-626-1181 

email: purvipatel@state.ma.us 

or via hand delivery 


MassDOT would like to receive a copy of your letter, which you can email or mail to: 
Jean Fox (jean. fox@state.ma.us) 
WassDOT 


Ten Park Plaza, Room 4150 
Boston, MA 02116 


lf you need more space, please use the reverse. 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Jessamyn Finneran <soyagradecido@ gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, March 23, 2018 9:12 AM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: SC train to Boston 


Please bring us the train. The the South Coast has been 


91 neglected by the state house for far too long. Thank you. 
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From: Alan Freitas <boston@ prioritymanagement.com> 
Sent: Friday, March 23, 2018 2:34 PM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Cc: Fox, Jean (DOT); Derek Santos 

Subject: SouthCoast Rail Project 


Dear Mr. Patel (et al.), 


The SouthCoast region of Massachusetts is deserving of the Commonwealth's thoughtful 
consideration of the need for Phase 1 to be completed by 2022. 


This region continues to be in dire need of: 


Easier access to better medical specialists 

Improved access to institutions of higher education 
Better access to greater employment and higher wages 
Increased opportunities for travel and tourism 


Southeastern Massachusetts residents need your and the Commonwealth's support. and J urge 
everyone involved to help make the SouthCoast Rail Project a reality by pushing forward to 
insure that Phase 1 is completed by the 2022 deadline. 


Best regards, 

Alan C. Freitas — President 

Priority Management — A Better Way to Work 

(T) 828-625-9014 (C) 508-292-4960 

afreitas @ prioritymanagement.com 

www. prioritymanagement.com/boston 

Partial client company list: Acushnet Company, Amica Insurance, AstraZeneca, Blue Cross Blue Shield, Bose 
Corporation, Boston Scientific, EMC Corp., EMD Serono, Entercom, Foster Corp., Fresenius Medical Care, General 
Dynamics, GTECH, Haemonetics, Harvard University, IBM, IGT/GTECH, IKON/Ricoh, Invensys, Jay Packaging 
Group, Johnson & Johnson, Kaman Industrial Technologies, Lifespan, Mass General Hospital, McKinsey & 
Company, Medtronic AVE, Microsoft, Mitre Corporation, Morgan Advanced Ceramics, New Balance Athletic 
Shoe, New England Construction, Nixon Peabody LLP, Northrop and Johnson, Naval Undersea Warfare Center, 
Ocean Spray Cranberries, Pearson Higher Education, Pepsi, Pfizer, Polartec, Precix Inc., Ryder, Shred-it, 
Southcoast Hospitals Group, Springer, Shire HGT, Sikorsky, Starwood Hotels & Resorts, State Street Bank, Stop & 
Shop, Surgical Information Services, Textron, Robbins Company, TJX, Toyota, TRW, U.S. Postal Service, UMASS 
Dartmouth, United HealthCare, United Illuminating, University of Connecticut, Verizon, ViaSat, W.R. Grace, 
Waddell & Reed, Webster Bank, Worcester Polytechnic, YMCA 


Best regards, 

Alan C. Freitas — President 

Priority Management — A Better Way to Work 
(T) 828-625-9014 (C) 508-292-4960 

afreitas @ prioritymanagement.com 

www. prioritymanagement.com/boston 
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Partial client company list: Acushnet Company, Amica Insurance, AstraZeneca, Blue Cross Blue Shield, Bose 
Corporation, Boston Scientific, EMC Corp., EMD Serono, Entercom, Foster Corp., Fresenius Medical Care, General 
Dynamics, GTECH, Haemonetics, Harvard University, IBM, IGT/GTECH, IKON/Ricoh, Invensys, Jay Packaging 
Group, Johnson & Johnson, Kaman Industrial Technologies, Lifespan, Mass General Hospital, McKinsey & 
Company, Medtronic AVE, Microsoft, Mitre Corporation, Morgan Advanced Ceramics, New Balance Athletic 
Shoe, New England Construction, Nixon Peabody LLP, Northrop and Johnson, Naval Undersea Warfare Center, 
Ocean Spray Cranberries, Pearson Higher Education, Pepsi, Pfizer, Polartec, Precix Inc., Ryder, Shred-it, 
Southcoast Hospitals Group, Springer, Shire HGT, Sikorsky, Starwood Hotels & Resorts, State Street Bank, Stop & 
Shop, Surgical Information Services, Textron, Robbins Company, TJX, Toyota, TRW, U.S. Postal Service, UMASS 
Dartmouth, United HealthCare, United Illuminating, University of Connecticut, Verizon, ViaSat, W.R. Grace, 
Waddell & Reed, Webster Bank, Worcester Polytechnic, YMCA 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Jeanne Fuller-Jones <jfuller-jones@kw.com> 
Sent: Friday, March 16, 2018 12:04 PM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: South Coast Rail Access 


Better access to higher earning wages, better access to universities, better access to 
medical specialists and more opportunity for travel and tourism are all of the reasons 


that we need to see phase 1 of the SouthCoast Rail Project completed by 2022. | urge 
all involved to make this a reality for the residents of Southeastern Massachusetts. 


Thank you. 


Jeanne Fuller-Jones 
Keller Williams Realty 
974 Washington Street 
Easton, MA 

phone: 774 240-8928 
FAX 508 238-6068 


Click on this link to download my free Mobile App 
http://app.kw.com/KW21HEB4I 
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101-1 /Sumport the SouthCoast Rail Project, Please help to make it happen, Thank you. 


Patel, Purvi (EEA) Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From; Patrick Gannon <morganmusic1@yahoo.com> From: dawngaudreau@ comcast.net 
Sent: Monday, March 19, 2018 9:29 PM Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2016 1:28 PM 
To; Patel, Purvi (EEA) To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 
Subject: Rail project Cc: paul@rasem.realtor 

Subject: Southcoast rail 








Patrick Gannon : 

157 Stevenson St 102-1 ALS 

New Bedford 02745 that we need to see tt d ul Pr | by | urge 
all involved to make this a reality for the residents of Southeastern Massachusetts. 


Sent from my iPhone Thank you. 


Dawn Gaudreau, Realtor 
ReMax Vantage 
774.263.4327 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: South Coast Rail (DOT) <south.coast.rail@state.ma.us> 

Sent: Friday, March 23, 2018 10:55 AM 

To: Emily Christin; Sarah Paritsky 

Subject: FW: Rail to New Bedford Phase 1 service to the greater Fall River, New 
Bedford and Taunton areas in just 4 years!! 

Importance: High 

From: Ellen 


Sent: Friday, March 23, 2018 10:53:38 AM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada) 

To: MassDOT South Coast Rail 

Subject: Rail to New Bedford Phase 1 service to the greater Fall River, New Bedford and Taunton areas 
in just 4 years!! 


New Bedford is in dire need for the rail to be extended to our area. This is so 


important for the growth of the area. We are on the cusp of growing in a new 
direction and | feel that this is imperative to this growth. We have such potential 
and the rail is a significant part of this for business, real estate and a lot more. 
| am in total agreement for Phase 1 service to the greater Fall River, New 
Bedford and Taunton areas in just 4 years!! 

Sincerely, Ellen Gitlin 

New Bedford Resident 

Diversified Marketing Group 

Ellen Gitlin, President 

13A Russells Mills Road 

South Dartmouth, MA 02748 


Office: 508-992-6900 
Cell: 508-328-6866 


Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 


Subject: 


Attachments: 


Dear Secretary Beaton, 


lou gitto <lgitto@ gmail.com> 

Monday, March 19, 2018 5:54 PM 

Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

stephanie.pollack @ state.ma.gov; jean.fox@state.ma.gov; George X. Pucci; 
Bob O'Regan; Christine Howe; Michael T Sullivan; Rick Hill; Stephen Cavey; 
Michael Barrett 

Letter - response to EEA No. 14346, Draft Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Report, South Coast Rail Project Phase 1 

letter SCR 2018-03-15.pdf; Stoughton SCR 2014-02-28 presentation to Mass 
DOT.pdf 


Attached is my letter and an attachment to that letter, responding to EEA No. 14346, Draft 
Supplemental Environmental Impact Report, South Coast Rail Project Phase 1. 


Louis Gitto 


os bel 
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104-4 


104-5 urge an addition to the Phase 1 project. That addition is the early advancement of the depression of 


Secretary Matthew Beaton March 15, 2018 
Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs 1261 West Street 
100 Cambridge Street Stoughton, MA O2072 


Boston, MA 02110 
Email: Purvi. Patel@state,.ma.us 


Re: EEA No. 14346 
Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report, South Coast Mall Project Phase 1 


Dear Secretary Beaton, 

lappreciate the opportunity to make the following comments on the South Coast Rail Draft 
Supplemental Environmental Impact Report and trust that you will give them careful consideration as 
you proceed. 


| agree with the practicality of providing substantial service to Fall River and New Bedford implementin 
“Phase 1" a full 8 years earlier than anticipated in the "Full Build Project” schedule and doing so with 
minimal environmental impact. Providing over 40% of service delivery at $935 million (less than 30% of 
the “Full Build Project” cost of $3.2 billion), and doing so in such a manner that the “Full Build Project” 
cost ts still $3.2 billion is impressive. This is in many respects a remarkably smart and sophisticated 
short-term plan, 





There are cost savings realized by constructing portions of the project earlier; earlier transportation 
service for southeastern Massachusetts; high environmental sensitivity (noted above), but what is not 
mentioned is the oppurtunity to rethink if the “Full Build Project” will be the last of 19" century railroad 


projects or an early entrant into the 21° century rail-like transportation projects in the USA. 
In reviewing the track design (section 2-6), | continue to question why is it thal the Commonwealth 


would want to design a rail system that with a maximum speed of 79 mph (see pe. 2-53) will be in place 
forever (a very long time). | urge that, as Mass DOT implements Phase i, the Commonwealth think 
iy when answering that question and in the process seek alternatives. 












Many people following this project for decades (including me) have questioned why Mass DOT 
doesn’t incorporate high speed technologies used in other parts of the country and the world. 
Several years ago, one of the answers to that question was that the MBTA would not be able to 
integrate a different transportation mode into its maintenance mix, thus other more modern 
technologies were excluded from consideration. Let us hope that Mass DOT has advanced its 
thinking from that point in time. 









Additionally, and no small matter, are eine service constraints on the Northeast Co rigors existi 


before sinking money into this long term project. 


Yet, if there is to be no change in thinking leading to embracing real high speed public transportation, | 


the rail in Stoughton. 


1o4-g "must be-depressed. A meeting between the Town and the Commonwealth tock 








The Town of Stoughton continues to be firm in its position that the rail line through Stoughton Center 


lace at the Stoughton 


Town Hall on 2/28/2014 (see the attached pdf of the presentation by the Town of Stoughton to be a 
part of this emailed letter). Sa a ae sae Baie sie tea tine Se see ae. 
resolved to include a depre 








Stoughton adopted a Master Plan in June of 2015 incorporating much of what is in the 2/28/2014 


presentation to the Commonwealth noted above Implementing our plan is hindered because the State 


has Hot addressed the depression of the rail through Stou hton Center. If our downtown is split b this 





this large wn Rane n. 


The Town of Stoughton is held hostage by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts over what will be a 
small cost over the life of the project. This issue should have been resolved long ago, and must be 
resolved soon, 


A brief note on my background relative to this project generally: 
I'm currently Vice Chair of the Stoughton Redevelopment Authority, member of the Master Plan 
Oversight Committee, and a Town Meeting Representative. | was on the Master Planning 
Committee (noted above), Stoughton’s representative to all of the Commonwealth's various 
South Coast Rail advisory committees, Chair of the SCR advisory committee to the Stoughton 
Board of Selectmen, member of the Stoughton Planning Board and 3 term Stoughton Selectman. 
If you were to review your files, you would find several letters and comments in the minutes of 
meetings bearing my name. All this is said to assure you I’m not new to this old and 
unfortunately unchanging basic project. 


inte 


Cours F, Gitta 






ce: Stephanie Pollack, Secretary and Chief Executive Officer, Massachusetts Department of 


Transportation 
stephanie pollack@state.ma poy 
Jean Fox, Mass DOT 


jean fox@state.ma2ov 


Attachment do this emailed letter: "Stoughton SCR 2014-02-28 presentation to Mass DOT.paf” 


MassDOT Proposed Train Station 


o Not within the Towns economic development 
vision 

6 Could contribute to the further degradation to the 
Town Center 

o Relocation of station to North of present site 15 


essential for Town Center revitalization 














Stoughton Center 
Redevelopment Principles 


Make the Center a Destination for Housing, 
Shopping, Entertainment & Dining 

Provide the Physical Infrastructure & 
Governmental Support to Revitalize the Center 
Improve Road Lavout to Reduce or Eliminate 
Congestion 

Preserve & Revive the Downtown to its Historical 
Characteristics 

Preserve and Expand Open Space in Town Center 








Impact of MassDOT’s 
Proposed Station 


*Residential Neighborhoods 
*Traffic Patterns 
*School Bus Routes 
*Commercial Buildings 
“Noise Pollution 
* Aesthetics 





At-Grade Crossings 


6 Morton Street 


6 Wyinan Street 
o Porter Street 


© School Street 


o Sunpson Street 


6 Central Street 


o Four Driveway Crossings 














Stoughton Proposal 


Joint Partnership with 
Mass DOT to develop a 
stop at the present Police 
Station for depressed 
rail. 


Children-At-Risk Crossings 


Central Street (rafhie soceeds 27,00ch ad J 
Hruek Street 

Sclidal Street 

Porter Street 

Se Se 


Euch of these crossings hive homlreds af kids 
cheaing them each tay 


Propiedt fencing conld trap kbd witli the milly 
Tig atresia y 
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1521 Washington St 


Medeiros, Dennis & Diane 








1551/1561 Washington St. 


Dowd, Arthur D. Jt 


‘ei! 


7s 














i801, 1821, & 1823 Washineton St. 


Common Drive — Totman, Malloy, Nardi 











1651 Washington St. 


Velen Memorial Fish & Game Preserve 


lard \ ies 
hens eon 












































Stoughton’s Contribution 


6 Town will provide the use of the land (1.48ac} 
8 Town will relocate the Police Station 


© Town will share construction cost and operation 
of the garag 


6 Town will invest in infrastructure improvements 
in Town Center to help build ridership 





Wilhileeme le Lelali Me lite Police Station Lot 
Existing Conditions Proposed Depressed Rail 


WA aay ihe a] Tat ne +e) gy oon 7 . ae ee ee ee 
04 Lots (2 Town owned / 1 Privately owned) © Minimal Residential { Commercial Loss o Maximizes Pedestrian Safety 


. o Provide Parking for the Center (4 primary erade crossings utilized by children’ 
o Mostly Impervious Area 5 (4 primary grade crossings utilized by children) 
9° Promote Downtown Growth © Not all trains will be stopping 
© Direct Access to Rail Line .* : 
8 Minimal project area impact o Reduce Congestion 
o Centrally Located , 
‘ © Proposed retail area Oo Minimal Interference in Trathe & School routes 


© Demolition of only one Town Owned building Stimulates Transit Oriented Development © Diminishes Noise Pollution 


oNo welland resource areas on site o Reduced Stormwater Runott 











Proposed Parking Garage Summary 
Benefits of the Partnership 


This proposal: 


Partners Local and State Governments for the public 
good 
Meets vision outlined in Executive Onder 525 
Ensures paxlestrian and trafic salety 
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105-2 


Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Wally Glendye <wallyglendye@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 07, 2018 3:54 PM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Cc: Fox, Jean (DOT); Allin Frawley 

Subject: South Coast Rail 


Good afternoon Mr. Patel, 


As a concerned citizen from the town of Middleboro | urge you to include a traffic study not just 
on the new proposed station in our town but its impact on our overly congested rotary. | keep 
hearing that the traffic impact would be less than it is now but how would anyone know since" 
we don't have a train station. Lakeville may have one up the street but | guarantee that the 
current traffic patterns will change and side roads will be impacted now that access to route 44 


via route 105 would be more enticing. If the rotary can be fixed first then you may gain support 
from citizens of this town. As it is, | live seconds from route 44 and avoid it any time | travel 


west so | personally am having a negative impact on the traffic patterns. Please consider this 
option first or you will be opening a hornets nest five years from now. 


Thank you for your time. 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Joseph J. Gomes <jjg51@comcast.net> 
Sent: Monday, March 19, 2018 10:23 AM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: railway 


For too long residents of Southeastern Mass.,have been without passenger rail service 
to Boston. I urge for the completion of this project. 


Thanks 


Joseph J. Gomes,GRI,SRES 
Real Estate Agent 

ERA The Castelo Group 
N.B.,Ma. 02746 

Cell 508-971-4461 

Office 508-995-6291 Ex.61 


jigo 1 @comcast.net 


VIL-L 


107-1 


Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Margarita Graham <margarita_ReliableBus@msn.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 21, 2018 9:20 AM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: South Coast Rail Project Phase 1 


Dear Secretary Beaton, 


| am writing to you first as a citizen of the Commonwealth and second as a small business 
owner and lastly as a member of the Workforce Investment Board for the Greater New Bedford 
Region. It has been a long time promise of rail service to our region and | am asking that you 
accept this correspondence supporting moving forward with Phase 1 of the SCR project. We 
would ultimately have better access to higher earning wages, better access to universities, 
better access to medical specialists and more opportunity for travel and tourism are all of the 


reasons that we need to see phase 1 of the SouthCoast Rail Project completed by 2022. | urge 
all involved to make this a reality for the residents of Southeastern Massachusetts. 


Be Well, 


Margarita Grahow 

G.M./Vice President 
Reliable Buy Lines, Inc. 

J & J Drwing School & Logistics, Inc. 
margarita, reliablebus@msyw.cow 
508-992-0342 Office 

508-990-8761 Fax 

508-400-2878 Cell 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Kathleen Guarino <kpguarino@comcast.net> 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2018 12:36 PM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: Rail service to New Bedford and Fall River 


Please move ahead with rail service toNew Bedford and Fall River. Phase one needs to start 
immediately. | am 79 years old. | want to ride that train to Boston. I've waited too long! 


SOL-L 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Ann Marie Guinen <minimoose9@aol.com> 
Sent: Friday, March 16, 2018 12:49 PM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: Southcoast Rail Project 


Better access to higher earning wages, better access to universities, better access to 
medical specialists and more opportunity for travel and tourism are all of the reasons 


that we need to see phase 1 of the SouthCoast Rail Project completed by 2022. | urge 
all involved to make this a reality for the residents of Southeastern Massachusetts. 


Thank you. 


Ann Marie Guinen, GRI, CBR 

Century 21 Signature Properties 

(508) 965-8186 Cell 

(508) 763-8315 Home Office 

Email: minimoose9 @aol.com 

Check out my website: www.Teamannmariesells.com 


*** Emails sent or received shall neither constitute acceptance of conducting transactions via 
electronic means nor shall create a binding contract in the absence of a fully signed written 
contract. ***** 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: 
Sent: 
To: 

Ce: 
Subject: 


Hi, 

The residents of Southeastern Massachusetts deserve commuter rail service to Boston. 
This service will help to bring affordable housing to the Greater Boston Area and 
additionally provide a host of economic opportunities to areas of the Southern 
triangle that have been promised rail service for so long. Thank you. 


Thank you. 


Susan P. Haley, Realtor 

Jack Conway - Mattapoisett Office 
508-965-1517 
shaley@jackconway.com 


From: Realtors® Association of Southeastern Massachusetts <cheryl@rasem.realtor> 
Sent: Friday, March 16, 2018 12:01 PM 

To: Susan Haley 

Subject: ** RASEM MEMBER CALL-FOR-ACTION ** 


RASEM MEMBER CALL-FOR-ACTION 





Gol L 


areas in just 4 years! However, the acceptance of the DSEIR will need to be 
completed to move forward. 


*We are urging as many REALTORS® as possible to send their 
comments of support 

for the project BEFORE the written comments deadline of March 23, 
2018* 


We know that there is so much skepticism for rail, after years of promises, BUT this 
project has now passed a point that it never has before and it is up to us to re-energize 
and advocate for SouthCoast Rail until its construction. Your comments can range from 
just a couple of sentences to a paragraph...from a quick letter of support to a story about 
how having no rail has impacted your life. 


If you prefer, at the end of this email are a couple of standard messages that could be 
chosen, copied and pasted into your email instead. Whatever you choose to do, please 
take just a minute and email those written comments to 

Purvi.Patel @state.ma.us AND, if you are comfortable doing so, copying Paul 
Chasse at paul @rasem.realtor on the email. 


OPTIONAL MESSAGES 
(simply copy and paste one the messages below into your email and send it) 


MESSAGE #1 

For too long the residents of Southeastern Massachusetts have been without 
passenger rail service to Boston. | urge you to complete phase 1 of the 
project by its intended date of 2022. Thank you. 


MESSAGE #2 

The residents of Southeastern Massachusetts deserve commuter rail service to 
Boston. This service will help to bring affordable housing to the Greater 
Boston Area and additionally provide a host of economic opportunities to 
areas of the Southern triangle that have been promised rail service for so 
long. Thank you. 


MESSAGE #3 

Better access to higher earning wages, better access to universities, better 
access to medical specialists and more opportunity for travel and tourism are 
all of the reasons that we need to see phase 1 of the SouthCoast Rail Project 
completed by 2022. | urge all involved to make this a reality for the residents 
of Southeastern Massachusetts. Thank you. 





Now is the time! Thank you. 


Paul Chasse, RCE, ITI, e-Pro 
RASEM Chief executive Officer 


RASEM - 22 Sherwood Dr, Taunton MA 02780 : 651 Orchard St #101, New Bedford MA 02744 





Realtors® Association of Southeastern Massachusetts, 
22 Sherwood Drive, Taunton, MA 02780 


SafeUnsubscribe™ shale ackconway.com 
Forward this email | Wodate Profile | About our service provider 
Sent by cheryl@rasem.realtor in collaboration with 


| 


Try it free today 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Barbara Cate Hall <cate.hall@nyelubricants.com> 
Sent: Friday, March 23, 2018 10:08 AM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Cc: Fox, Jean (DOT); bchall4949 @ gmail.com 
Subject: SouthCoast Rail Project 


Secretary Matthew A. Beaton, EOEEA 
Attn: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) 

EFA #14346 

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 
Boston, MA 02114 

Via email: Purvi.Patel@state.ma.us 





Dear Secretary Beaton: 


For far too long, the residents of Southeastern Massachusetts have been without passenger rail service 


to Boston. This service would benefit both the Greater Boston Area as well as the SouthCoast by 


enlarging the affordable housing pool for Boston while additionally providing a host of economic 
opportunities to Southeastern Massachusetts, which has been in need of rail service for decades. 


While I am now approaching the end of my working life, I look forward to younger generations of my 
family (Au area families!) having greater access to Greater Boston’s cultural, educational, healthcare and 


economic advantages. And I can only believe that this enrichment “works both ways.” in that Boston — 
and the Commonwealth as a whole — can also benefit from an enlarged pool of human talent and 
diversity. as well as the increased tax revenue that would result from the greater employment and 
commerce the passenger rail would make possible for residents of this part of the state. Extended 
passenger rail service could also contribute to improved safety by reducing some of the traffic on our 
congested highways. 





are among the many reasons we need to see Phase 1 of the SouthCoast Rail Project completed by its 
intended date of 2022. I urge all involved to make passenger rail service a reality for the residents of 
Southeastern Massachusetts. Investing in this project now will positively affect the future not only for this 


area. but for the entire Commonwealth. Thank you. 


Sincerely, 


Barbara J. Hall 
New Bedford 


bchall4949@gmail.com 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Stephanie Harding <sharding@jackconway.com> 

Sent: Monday, March 19, 2018 1:54 PM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Cc: paul@rasem.realtor 

Subject: Commuter Rail Service 

Hello, 

The residents of h rn h d mmuter rai i B n. Thi i 


help to bring affordable housing to the Greater Boston Area and additionally provide a host of 
economic opportunities to areas of the Southern triangle that have been promised rail service for so 
long. 


Thank you, 


Stephanie Harding, Realtor 

Jack Conway Real Estate Company 
P.O. Box 1008 

6 County Road 

Mattapoisett, MA 02739 

Cell: 508.789.6226 

Office: 508.758.4944 

Fax: 508.758.4335 


sharding@ jackconway.com 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Paul Helgesen <phelgesen@betterlivingre.com> 
Sent: Friday, March 16, 2018 1:24 PM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Ce: paul@rasem.realtor 

Subject: South Coast Rail Service 


South Coast Rail service, when and if it happens, will have a profound impact on the cities of 
Taunton, Fall River and New Bedford . 


It will open up more affordable housing to potentially thousands who now find home ownership 
in the Boston area virtually impossible. 

It will dramatically reduce the nightmare commute from the SC to Boston every day for 
thousands stuck in bumper to bumper traffic. 

It will make Fall River and New Bedford naturals as a pleasant weekend getaway for Boston 


people, especially in the summer. 
Make it happen and many of us, including myself and my family will plan to spend a lot more 


time in Boston with this new travel option. 
Sincerely, Paul Helgesen 


Paul Helgesen, Vice President 


Direct & Text: 508-294-8496 
License: MA: 9044940 


Real Estate Brokerage Services in Massachusetts & Rhode Island: www.BetterLivingRE.com 


BETTER LIVING FOR A BETTER LIFE® 


MA Broker License #9044940/B ¢ RI Broker #B15346 


CONNECT WITH ME AT: https://www.l|snpros.com/greaternewbedfordadvisors/real-estate- 
agent/paul-helgesen 





Ask me about www.JoinBetterLivingRE.com 
and how to build residual income. 





This e-mail message is intended only for the designated recipient(s).It may 
contain confidential or proprietary information, and may be subject to other 
confidentiality protections. If you are not the intended recipient, you may not 
review, retain, disseminate, distribute or copy this communication. If you have 
received this communication in error, please notify us immediately by telephone 
or reply e-mail. Thank you 


Better Living Real Estate® 


OVER 30 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE 
Real Estate Brokerage Services in Massachusetts & Rhode Island: www.BetterLivingRE.com 
BETTER LIVING FOR A BETTER LIFE® 


MA Broker License #9192 e RI Broker #B15620 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Hil, Freeman <(reeman.hill@nemoves.com> 
Sent: Friday, March 16, 2018 10:23 AM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: Southcoast Rail 


Hardly a day goes by that | don’t have to listen to complaints about Routes 24 and 
128. | often just ignore invites to Boston because even if | have the patience to 
waste 3 hours driving | could rent a hotel room for what | pay for parking. 














os = : ase 19 72 So iLmer =F ll niect completec 
2022. | urge all involved to make this a reality for the residents of Southeastern 
Massachusetts. 


Thank you. 





Freeman “Mike” Hill 

REALTOR@Broker Associate 

Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage - Marion 

Telephone 

CELL: 508-493-4009 

MA; 508-536-6811 

Ri: 401-685-1305 

FAM: 508-536-5150 

Email: Freeman. Hill@NEMoves.com 

Personal Web and MLS access: httos://www.WestportVA.net 


*Wire Fraud is Real*, Before winng any money, call the intended recipient aia number you 
know 1s valid to confirm (he instructions. Additionally, please note that the sender does not have 
authority to bind a party to a real estate contract via written or verbal communication, 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Gill Holroyd <gillholroyd @ gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 21, 2018 10:02 AM 
To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Cc: Dave Holroyd 

Subject: South Coast Rail Project 

Dear Purvi: 


We are writing in support of the South Coast rail project. 


We are house owners in Fairhaven with a business in Boston. This rail service would be of great help in 
invent nine 4 ' 


We alsot 


ravel to Boston regularly to see our children. Using a train for this journey rather than having to. 
pon the roads, part arly Route 24, clogged with traffic or dangerous in incleme I 








Gillian and David Holroyd 


17 Cedar Street 
Fairhaven 
MA, 02719 
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SCR 


SQ0UTH COAST RAIL: 


Peck Coramery. Fern 


This sheet is provided for your comments on the South Coast Rail Draft Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Report (DSEIR), Your input is solicited and appreciated. Please réturn ihe sheet with your 
comments to a South Coast Rail staff member at the event, or mail to the following address by 
March 23, 2018, the last day comments are accepted: 


Secretary Matthew A, Beaton, EOEEA 

Attn: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) EEA #14346 
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 

Bostun, MA 02114 

or fax; 617-626-1182 

email: puryi patel @state.maus 

or via hand delivery 


MassDOT would like to receive a copy of your letter, which you can email or mail to: 


Jean Fox (jean fox@state meus} 
MassDOT 

Ten Park Plaza, Room 4150 
Boston, MA 02116 


i( you need more space, please Use the reverse. 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Fox, Jean (DOT) <Jean.Fox@dol.state.ma.us> 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2016 10:13 AM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA); Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: FW: SouthCoast Rail Project 


Here is a note from a New Bedford resident. 


Jean C. Fox 

Project Manager, South Coast Rail 
MassDOT 

10 Park Plaza, Suite 4150 
§5/7-368-8853 

857-600-8791 (cell) 


From: Christopher Howard [mailto:Chr i=l 
Sent: Wednesday, March 21, 2018 12: 18 PM 
To: Fox, Jean (DOT) 

Subject: SouthCoast Rail Project 





Jean, 
As an involved community member in southeastern Massachusetts | wanted to reach out to you on an 

important matter, The restient of SUUaeeerT Massachusetts eral commuter rail service to 

Boston. 7 s ‘ord ng t 






| appreciate your consideration on this important matter. 


Chris Howard 
BS FIRST CITIZENS’ 


Thre First 





intern President & CEO | (508) 990-3327 | 200 Mill Road Ste. 100, Fairhaven, MA 02718 | www Jirstcitizens.org | Gj Fi 


LZL-L 


It's All About the Benjamins! Open up a term certificate or money market today! 


This message may contain confidential and/or privileged information. If you are not the addressee or 
authorized to receive this for the addressee, you must not use, copy, disclose, or take any action based 
on this message or any information herein. If you have received this message in error, please advise the 
sender immediately by reply e-mail and delete this message. Thank you for your cooperation. 
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March 22, 2019 


Secretary Matthew A. Beaton, EOEEA 
Attn: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) 

EEA #14346 

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 
Boston, MA 02114 


Dear Secretary Beaton: 


As a lifelong resident and business owner in the Southeastern part of Massachusetts, | urge you 
to move forward on Phase | of South Coast Rail. | urge that the draft environmental review study 
be approved and that further study is not needed. 


For too long this area of the state has suffered due many economic disadvantages. The 
completion of Phase | will provide commuter rail service to thousands of people and eliminate 
the decades long disconnect to Boston, improving economic and educational opportunities for 


many. 


Time is of the essence to complete Phase I. 


Regards, 
Elizabeth Isherwood 
77 Country Way 


Dartmouth, MA 02748 


cCLL-L 
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Comments concerning 


South Coast Rail Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report 


(DSEIR) 


Submitted by: 

Andrew Jennings 

29 Talbot Avenue 

North Billerica, MA 01862 
March 23, 2018 


Introduction 


| grew up in Southeastern Massachusetts, and have been interested in the South Coast Rail 
project since it was promoted by the Weld administration. As a person who is interested in 
better connectivity by public transportation within the Commonwealth, | support both the phasing 
of the project, and moving forward on the full Stoughton Electric option. 


| attended both the April 11, 2017 project update meeting and the March 19, 2018 Draft 
Supplemental Environmental Impact Report Public Meeting. | submitted comments on the 
Notice of Project Change in May, 2017. 


After examining the DSEIR, | believe that significant revisions are appropriate before this 
document is finalized. Those revisions include: 


119-2 
119-3 
119-4 


119-5 


119-6 


119-7 
119-8 
119-9 


119-10 


1) 
2) 
3) 


4) 


9) 


6) 
1) 
8) 


9) 


Clarification of where track changes will be made, 
Inclusion of a string line of the operation to make it clear that the schedule is realistic, 


Answer a number of unknowns regarding scheduling and service, such as weekend 
service, intermodal options, and individual train loadings 


Correction of the flawed assumption on the time required to reverse a train at an 


intermediate stop enroute, which will bring some of the rejected options back into 
consideration 





Addition of electric infrastructure to Phase 1 for those segments in common to both 
Phase 1 and Stoughton Electric, and the acquisition of dual mode locomotives, 


Review of time savings estimate 
A discussion of the impact of the requirement for a one seat ride. 


A discussion of the impact of the addition of PTC on the Middleboro Main Line. 
Properly designed, PTC should add capacity. 


A review of the need for the Freetown station. 
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119-12 


119-13 


119-14 


119-15 


119-16 
119-17 


Clarification of track changes 


The key changes from the from the FEIS/FEIR is the use of the Middleboro Secondary and the 
Middleboro Main Line to link Cotley Junction and South Station instead of a route through 
Taunton and Stoughton. The final EIR should include diagrams which would clarify where 
changes would be made to the existing infrastructure, and where the proposed phase 1 
infrastructure is different from that as proposed in the FEIS/FEIR. 


As written, the draft is not clear about key track construction. For example, the construction of a 
new connection between the New Bedford Main Line and the Middleboro Secondary at Cotley 
Junction is mentioned once, on page 8 — 51, in the discussion of wetlands, water quality and 
waterways. That connection is not discussed in section 2.6.2 Track Infrastructure nor is any 
need for land taking mentioned. No comment is made whether this connection will require the 
removal of freight rail access to the Quad Graphics facility. 


Similarly, there is an 1,800 foot siding mentioned in Section 2.6.2 that is not mentioned 
elsewhere in the draft. Is this the same siding as the 1,500 foot maintenance of way siding? If 
not its purpose and location and purpose along the 7.1 mile Middleboro Secondary is not clear. 


A string line needs to be added 


It is not entirely clear if the schedule shown in in the Appendix on page A-25 is feasible. This 
schedule is key to the draft as CTPS used this schedule to project ridership. 


As shown on the schedule, five trains have to pass each other between the Pilgrim Junction and 
the East Taunton Stations. One train would have to take the siding (presumably the 1,800 foot 
siding mentioned above), stop, and only proceed after the train traveling in the opposite 
direction passes. One would expect that need to stop would add at least a minute or two to the 
running time. However, all trains, whether they meet between Pilgrim Junction and East 
Taunton or not, have the same 14 minute running time between those two stations. A string 
line, diagramming the daily trains would clarify if the schedule used to develop the ridership 
estimates is workable. 


The string line for the Middleboro Main Line is also important as such a string line will visually 
illustrate the capacity issues arising from the single track segments between South Station and 
Braintree. 


Scheduling and service unknowns 


The DSEIR is silent on a number of scheduling and issues which need to be clarified. 


What are the plans for weekend service? VWvill the eight weekend Middleboro / Lakeville trains 
be extended? Which will go to New Bedford and which to Fall River? 


What will be the impact of commuter rail on the current private bus operations between Boston 
and southeastern Massachusetts? Will MassDOT change the support that it provides these 
bus routes through its BusPlus program? Was any consideration given to acceptance of bus 
tickets on commuter rail (and vice versa) and its impact on both bus services and commuter rail 


ridership? 


What is the matrix of ridership by train and station? What consideration was given to intermodal 
service on trains where ridership was particularly light and per passenger subsidies particularly 
high? 


cZi-b 


Flawed assumption on the time required to reverse a train at an intermediate station 


The DSEIR repeatedly makes the statement “This reverse move would require at least 15 
minutes of additional time to accommodate operational and safety requirements." The added 
15 minutes was the key reason that many options did not receive further consideration. The 
statement appears to be based on an arbitrary judgement, and many examples can be found 
worldwide that contradict that statement, even within MBTA’s current commuter rail operations, 


The statement does not appear to distinguish the time needed for a reverse move at a terminal 
station with the time needed at an intermediate station. Ata terminal station, a new service 
begins, and the time to reverse a train includes a “recovery time” so that if an inbound train is 
late, the outbound train will not start its trip late. At an intermediate station, there is no need to 
apply the "recovery time’. Ifa train is a couple of minutes late, it leaves a couple of minutes 
late, just like a stop at a station where a train does not reverse. | believe that at least 5 minutes 
of the 15 minutes is recovery time, not needed for safety or operational purposes. 


MBTA commuter rail schedules currently have examples of terminal times of less than 15 
minutes. 


« Every weekday night train 067 turns to train 066 at Plymouth with a scheduled terminal 
time of 8 minutes. 


* On the weekends, all three of the commuter rail trains that terminate at Plymouth have a 
scheduled terminal time of 10 minutes. 


»« There are examples of trains on the Plymouth / Kingston line make reverse intermediate 
station moves with a 10 minute intermediate time. 


« All Needham line weekend trains have a terminal time at Needham Heights of 10 
minutes, except the last train of the night which has a scheduled terminal time of only 6 
minutes. 


* Certain momina weekday trains may have terminal times of less than 15 minutes at 
Needham Heights, but | cannot tell that is the case from the public schedules. 


Earlier this year | vacationed in Spain, and | rode a number of intercity trains that reversed at 
intermediate stations. One of those reversals was on a train from Valencia — Nord to Zaragoza. 
The scheduled time from arrival ta departure at Sagunt where the train reversed was three 
minutes. Another train | rode reversed directions at Valencia — Nord. That station is similar to 
South Station in many respects. Valencia — Nord has 10 stub end tracks as opposed to South 
Station's 13, and both require passenger access to the trains only from headhouse end of the 
tracks. Both stations handle significant commuter rail traffic in addition to intercity traffic, The 
intermediate stop for the train | rode was scheduled for 8 minutes. 


Perhaps the shortest intermediate stop time at a stub end station that | am aware of is at the 
station of Blankenese on the $7 line of the S-bahn in Hamburg Germany where the reversal of a 
train is made every 10 minutes in each direction in less than 2 minutes.’ Figure 1 below shows 
a piece of the schedule of the S-1, The full schedule may be found at http:/Mwww.hvv.de/en/. 


"The S-1 is also notable as almost every train splits at Ohisdorf with half of the train going to the Hamburg Airport 


and the other half continuing to Poppenbittel. Splitting of trains could provide more frequent service to Fall River 
and New Bedford. 


Figure 1 
Weekday morning eastbound schedule 
Hamburg S-bahn Line $1 


Wedel. Poppanbillel / Hamburg Amport (Flughafen) 
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The appropriate schedule times for a train reversing at a specific station is station and train 
specific, depending on signal systems, operating requirements, station design and the number 
of passengers boarding and alighting. In the US, one of the constraints is the time for the 
intermediate brake test required when the operating ends of a passenger train is changed. With 
today’s technologies, it should be possible to do this brake test quickly and monitor pressure 
change and travel from either end of the train. If changes in the specifics of the rule are 
possible which would speed the test, but do not compromise safety, discussion of those changes 
with the FRA is appropriate. It could be far more cost effective to work with the FRA for such 
changes than to build a new station. 


The time required for the engineer to walk from one end of the train to the other has also been 
cited as a reason for a lengthy time to reverse a train. Changes in work rules could also speed 


VLL-L 


119-18 


119-19 


119-20 


119-21 
119-22 


the reversal time. If two people, both qualified as a conductor and a locomotive engineer were 
positioned at opposite ends of the train before arrival at the station where the train is reversed, 
they could swap duties on arrival which would eliminate the time required to walk the train. 


The assumption that 15 minutes is required to reverse a train at an intermediate station must be 
challenged as it is clearly an arbitrary assumption. The impact of the time to reverse a train 
must be evaluated. | would evaluate, at a minimum, reversal times at a station of 3 and 8 
minutes for each of the option that involves a reversal. | expect that other options would rise to 


the top as a result, options that would reduce capital costs and environmental impacts of 
construction. 





Construction of electrification infrastructure should be included in Phase 1 


The logic that construction should be advanced to save money in the long run should be applied 


to electrification of the trackage in common between phase 1 and the FEIS/FEIR. With the 
purchase / lease of dual mode electric and diesel locomotives similar in function to those that 


are operating on New Jersey Transit and Montreal's Agence métropolitaine de transport, electric 
operation south of the East Taunton Station could be begun when Phase 1 is opened. That 
electric operation should provide additional environmental benefits. Riders will also appreciate 
that there will be no shut downs to install the electric infrastructure when construction of the 
Stoughton Electric begins. 


A review of the time savings should be made to see if they are overoptimistic 
Page 1-8 of the DSEIR makes the statement 


Compared to current travel between the South Coast region and Boston, 
providing commuter rail service will improve peak period travel times by an 
average of 19 to 36 minutes (making train travel 18 to 34 percent faster) 
compared to bus or auto trips. 


The proposed schedule calls for most trips between Boston and the South Coast to be one hour 
and 31 minutes long. Examining DATTCO’s schedule, most trips between New Bedford and 
South Station are 1 hour and 30 minutes in length, with many trips continuing to Copley Square 
taking a total of only 1 hour 45 minutes. Peter Pan has two trips from Fall River to Boston that 
arrive before 9:00 am. One is scheduled for 1 hr and 15 minutes and the other for 1hr. and 30 
minutes. 


The improvement time over bus needs to be documented as the bus schedules are essentially 
comparable to the proposed rail schedules. Also, the assumptions used in the CTPS ridership 
model for travel times by bus and auto need to be documented so their reasonableness can be 
judged. 


The impact of the constraint of a one seat ride needs to be reviewed 


Clearly a one seat ride is more desirable than a ride that requires transfers, all other factors 
such as travel time and price are equal. However, the rejection of options that included 
transfers, even if those options provided better service than a one-seat ride for the interim 
service of phase 1 is a mistake. Transfers can increase the frequency of service. For example, 
including a rush hour shuttle train between Fall River and East Taunton, connecting to a New 
Bedford — Boston train would add a rush hour frequency. That additional frequency might 
attract more riders than lost through the lack of a one seat ride. 


The flawed assumption about the time requirements to reverse a train and the requirement of a 
one seat ride eliminated many attractive options. A transfer at Attleboro, given the higher 
speeds of the Northeast Corridor is an example of an option that should have been considered 
in phase 1. 


Capacity of the Middleboro Main Line given the addition of PTC 


By the time Phase 1 is completed, PTC should be fully implemented on the Middleboro Main 
Line. Properly designed, PTC should allow trains to follow each other more closely creating 


119-23 additional capacity. A discussion of how much capacity is added on the Middleboro line should 


be included in the DSEIR. A significant capacity increase could allow the addition of express 
service that should increase ridership. The positive impact of the increased capacity from PTC 
should have been included in the Phase 1 analysis. The South Coast Rail Service does not 
have to be linked to the current Middleboro / Lakeville schedule as it is in the DSEIR. 


Freetown station need 


Projected 2030 boardings at Freetown are only 60 passengers per day, less than two busloads. 


119-24 Even with the full Stoughton Electric, the 2040 projected boarding are only 140 passengers per 


day. A re-evaluation of the benefits of this stoop compared to its costs should be conducted. 


Conclusion 


| support the phasing of South Coast Rail and the completion of the Stoughton Electric. 
However, certain revisions to the draft need to be made to reflect the correction of flawed 
assumptions. Certain options that were rejected need to be revisited. | would expect that the 
revisions will lead to lower capital costs and higher ridership. 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Marlene Jones <mjones@jackconway.com> From: Ushminder Kaur <ushmikaur@gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, March 16, 2018 12:28 PM Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2018 12:41 PM 
To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 
Subject: South Coast Rail Phase 1 
The residents of Southeastern Massachusetts deserve commuter rail service to Boston. Dear Ms.Patel, 
420-1 This service will help to bring affordable housing to the Greater Boston Area and 424-1 For too long the residents of Southeastern Massachusetts have been without passenger rail service to 
- additionally provide a host of economic opportunities to areas of the Southern - B n. Lur mpl hase 1 of the proj its inten £2022. 
triangle that have been promised rail service for so long. Thank you, 


Ushminder Kaur 


Thank you. 


Sent from my iPhone 


Marlene Jones, Realtor 
Silver Club Member 
Jack Conway & Co. 

6 County Rd. 

P O Box 1008 
Mattapoisett, MA 02739 
Office: 508-758-4944 
Fax: 508-758-4335 


www.jackconway.com 


Cell: 508-728-0403 
mjones@jackconway.com 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Will Keene <wil@edsoninil.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 21, 2018 3:26 PM 
To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: Railroad to South Coast 





Railroad transportation is from the 1800's, this just makes no sense to 
me. 


All My Best, 
Will Keene 


Will Keene 


LC aleonert 





Shr Laverna 
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Emall wil@ edsoninilcam 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA ) 


From: Bryon Kuehne <khantel4é@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2018 7:09 PM 
To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: SouthCoast rail 








Le | a EE CE eT 
government center and would LOV 
you, David 


i PAS AE ded died Wie SS0m SE si E 
a better commute than | currently have over 2 hours daily! Thank 


Sent from my iPhone 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: kerri kuehne <kerrikue@ yahoo.com> 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2018 9:51 AM 
To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: Rail system 


For too long the residents of Southeastern Massachusetts have been without passenger rail 


service to Boston. I urge you to complete phase 1 of the project by its intended date of 2022. 
Much appreciated, Kerri Kuehne 


Sent from my iPhone 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Dom Lee <domlee36@gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, March 23, 2018 4:06 PM 
To: Patel, Purvi (EEA); Fox, Jean (DOT) 
Subject: SouthCoast Rail 


March 22, 2018 
Re: SouthCoast Rail 
To Whom It May Concern, 


lam writing to voice my concern and opposition to the proposed southcoast rail 
service. As a lifelong resident of New Bedford | fell that this service will not benefit the area and 
actually will do more harm than good. 


My first concern would be the displacement of elderly and families who will not be 
able to afford the new property taxes. My understanding of the project is that property 
evaluations in the area could raise 100% to 200%. There are many families and elderly who will 
not be able to afford this new tax bill and will be forced to sell their property. 


Secondly, while | understand the current project is controlled by MassDot it is my 
understanding that after the project is built this system would transfer to the MBTA System, or 
whatever third party company, to manage the system. The MBTA operates in a multi-million 
dollar deficit every year and also as a multi-billion dollar capital plan. How can we look to add 


on to this service when the current system is in such poor shape? In a recent Facebook Live 
session with Dr. Fox she was asked what the projected budget for the new service would be and 


what the projected revenue is for this project. She stated that they are just now starting to look 


at this. How can we spend 1 billion dollars on this project but not know how much it will cost to 
run? What State programs will have to be cut to fund for this project’s operating expenses? 


Finally, the projected 1 billion for phase 1 and another 2-3 billion for Phase 2 could be 


used to fix larger transportation issues in the area. Just to name a few we have the Fairhaven- 
New Bedford Bridge, 195 off ramp to Rt 18, King Highway Project, and the Tucker Road project. 


Not to mention the miles and miles of roadways that need to be repaved. These projects would 
service more people then this train will service. | understand these projects are in the works but 
| also always hear that funding is a problem. Well maybe we should spend the 3-4 billion on our 
current needs before we add on to a failing rail system. 


In summary | urge you to not support this project until our current infrastructure, 
including the MBTA, is in better shape. We have lived without the rail service for many years 


and we will continue to do so in the future. We have rail stops within a 20 minute drive and 
have bus service to Boston now from our city adding to a failing system does not seem like the 


best idea at this time. Thank you for your consideration and time. 


1 


SLL-L 


Dom Lee 


New Bedford, MA 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Carol Leonard <cleonard@jackconway.com> 
Sent: Saturday, March 17, 2018 3:53 PM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: Rail Line 

Lets move the rail line along. 


The time has come to bring the line to the Easton Taunton area. 


Carol Leonard Realtor GR! CSS CDE 

Jack Conway Real Estate Norton 

Cell 508-821-8990 Office 508-285-5506 

I'm Local, I'm global referrals welcome 
a is 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Cate LePage <catecht@hotmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2018 6:03 PM 
To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: South coast Rail to Boston 


When my husband and I were first married, he was going to school at Northeastern University in 
Boston, Ma, We lived with family in Somerset due to a lack of finances as we started our life 
together, He would have to drive 45 minutes to Attleboro to then take a long commuter train ride 
into the city for school and work. If we had the SouthCoast rail to Fall River then, it would have 
shortened his commute and gave us more time to spend together. Whenever | think of the job 
prospects in Boston for either of us, | remember that commute and its effect on our lives and we 
look elsewhere. Lurge Mass move ie ) ast Ri will revitalize a 
UU ry and i 





ae 








Thank you for your consideration, 
Cate LePage 


Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Steve Lewin <slewin@kinlingrover.com> 
Sent: Friday, March 16, 2078 12:08 PM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Cc: paul@rasem.realtor 

Subject: Southcoast Rail 








Thank you. ! 


Stephen T. Lewin 
Branch Executive 

Kinlin Grover Real Estate 
300 Elm Street 

South Dartmouth, MA 02748 





Like us on Facebook © Follow us on Twitter & Linkedin « Watch KGTY on YouTube! 
View our Listings at www.KinlinGrover.com 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Sydney Lewis <syddo@mindspring.com> 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2018 11:27 AM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: South Coast Rail 


To Whom It May Concern: 


As a 20-year full time resident of Rochester, MA (and a 55-year visitor to Rochester), | write to urge 


support for South Coast Rail. It can make a huge difference to economy of the area, more fully 
connecting it to Boston, to jobs in other areas, to culture and the arts. 


We've been waiting a long time for service to extend further than Middleboro and it is time to move 
forward. 


Thank you, 
Sydney Lewis 


98 Perry’s Lane 
Rochester, MA 02770 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Bob Lima <BLima@melantoniore.com> 
Sent: Monday, March 19, 2018 11:57 AM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Cc: ‘Paul Chasse' 

Subject: SouthCoast Rail 


Good Morning this is Bob Lima an associate of Berkshire Hathaway Home Services Mel Antonio Real 


Estate. | wanted to state my opinion on how important | believe the SouthCoat Rail is to this area. It 
would afford better access to higher earning wages, universities, medical specialists and more 


opportunity for travel and tourism. These are few important aspects that this project could bring to the 
h roM h _Wen h 1of th h Rail Proj mol 2022. 


| urge all involved to make this a reality for the residents of Southeastern Massachusetts. Thank you for 
your time and consideration. 


Bob Lima 
508-965-2378 


L8L-L 


131-1 


Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Joyce D Lopes <Joycedlopes4 @ comcast.net 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2018 1:02 PM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Ce: paul@rasem.realtor 

Subject: Rail 





Joyce D, Lopes 


GRI, ABR. WCHHS,ROTY 
WHALE Certified Historic House Specialist 
BROKER / OWNER 


Joyce D. Lopes Realty Corp. 


Cell 505 208-6631 Office 508 998-3261 
Email Joycediopes4@ comcast.net 


Serving Massachusetts, Cape Cod & Rhode Island 


Joyce D. Lopes 
Realty Corp. 
TE] Margaret Sr, Acushnet, 44 
508-908-3261 
www joycedlopesrealty.com 





Proudly Celebrating 48 Years in The Real Estate Profession 


Attention: 

The Information contained in this message and/or attachments is intended vnly fur the person or 
entity to which it is addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged miaterial, Any review, 
retransmission, dissemination or other use of, or taking of any action in relinnce upon, this 
information by persons or entities other than the intended recipient is prohibited. If you received this 
in error, please contact the sender and delete the material from any system and destroy any copies. 


132-1 


Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Chuck Lord <chucki@AheadHO.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 21, 2018 11:17 AM 
To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Cc: Fox, Jean (DOT) 

Subject: Support for the SouthCoast Rail project 


Dear Secretary Matthew A. Beaton, EOEEA, 





Better access to higher earning wages, better access to universities, better access to medical specialists 
and more opportunity for travel and tourism are all of the reasons that we need to see phase 1 of the 
SouthCoast Rail Project completed by 2022. | urge all involved to make this a reality for the residents of 
Southeastern Massachusetts. 


The New Bedford area has been experiencing an incredible revitalization in recent years, and is gaining 
some momentum as the next great success story for our state. The region's rich history, beautiful 
landscape, strong businesses, and overall affordability make it an ideal location for those looking to 
either settle down in a terrific community, or even just take day trips, while also helping to keep money 
within the state. There are many people in our area who are looking to help further this rebirth, but 
much of their efforts are dependent on getting more people, and the money that comes with them, 
injected into the mix. | am confident that the SouthCoast Rail project will have a significant impact on 
exposing our area to more people, and will be an important part in aiding the renaissance. 


Thank you.. | truly appreciate your consideration, 
Chuck 


Chuck Lord 
cco 





AHEAD/KATE LORD 
270 Samuel Barnet Blvd 


c8L-L 


New Bedford, MA O02745 
P; 508-985-9898 
VM: 508-985-2370 Box #304 


E: ChuckL@AheadhHO.com 


www aheadweb.com 


Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Kate Lanagan MacGregor <kate@kalelanaganmacgregor.com> 
Sent: Friday, March 16, 2078 12:49 PM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Ce: Paul Chasse 

Subject: Please rail trail! 





Make it a BOLD day!- 
Kate 


WwW) KateLanaganMacGregor.com 
www BOLDmovesrealestate.com 


www, AgentRising.com 
508-728-3648 


Sent fram my #4 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: karlamantini@aol.com 

Sent: Monday, March 26, 2018 10:51 AM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Ce: paul@rasem.realtor 

Subject: Southeastern Massachusetts Rail Service 


The residents of Southeastern Massachusetts deserve commuter rail service to Boston. This service will 
help to bring affordable housing to the Greater Boston area and additionally provide a host of economic 
opportunities to areas of the Southern triangle that have been promised rail service for so long. 


Note: | commuted for 12 years from Middleboro to Boston and during that time was told that particular 
line had been approved to go through two more stops (Wareham and Buzzards Bay) but it did not. The 
number of people who commute from this area is huge. | know that because each morning the train 
was full and if | did not get to Middleboro on time, the lot was full and | had to drive to Bridgewater. 


Thank you. 
Karla Mantini 


Howe Allen Realty 
617-966-3627 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Ka <kmcookie39@aol.com> 

Sent: Friday, March 16, 2018 2:32 PM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: Rail Service from Fall River & New Bedford 


Better access to higher earning wages, better access to universities, better access to medical 
specialists and more opportunity for travel and tourism are all of the reasons that we need to see 
phase 1 of the SouthCoast Rail Project completed by 2022. I urge all involved to make this a 
reality for the residents of Southeastern Massachusetts. 

Thank you. 


Dean Martin 
Karen Martin 
Shawn Martin 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Kerrie McNamara <kmcnamara@jackconway.com> 
Sent: Friday, March 16, 2018 2:41 PM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: southcoast rail 


To whom it may concern, 


Better access to higher earning wages, better access to universities, better access to medical 
specialists and more opportunity for travel and tourism are all of the reasons that we need to 
see phase 1 of the SouthCoast Rail Project completed by 2022. | urge all involved to make this a 
reality for the residents of Southeastern Massachusetts. Thank you. 


Very respectfully, 
Kerrie 


Kerrie McNamara 


Realtor®, SRES®, SRS 

PRESIDENTS CIRCLE OF SUCCESS 

SENIOR, SEWER AND RELOCATION CERTIFICATIONS 
Jack Conway & Company 

6 County Road, PO Box 1008 

Mattapoisett, MA 02739 


508-631-6037 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Heidi McNeil <heidi.mcneil@ gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2018 12:00 PM 
To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: Support southcoast rail 


J am wholeheartedly in support of the southcoast rail project. New Bedford has been making 
sustained, thoughtful, intelligent, and strategic progress towards economic and social 


improvement. They are seeing real progress. Southcoast rail will only serve to bolster these 
efforts and open up new opportunities for growth and development in the state. 

Thank you! 

Heidi McNeil 

2 Benson Rd, 02770 

Heidi McNeil 508-789-3258 


Heidi McNeil 508-789-3258 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Lloyd Mendes <mendes_loyd@hotmail.com> 

Sent: Saturday, March 03, 2018 1:06 PM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA); Fox, Jean (DOT); Michael Rodrigues 
Subject: SCRail public input: Middleboro option 


Please accept my input as a member of the public to the proposed alternative raute for the 
long-awaited South Coast Commuter Rail project. | reside and vote in Somerset, on the South 
Coast. 


138-4 
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‘acta annie Whether c or not the Vniolcboncual sfetienalfoe becomes part of the orp 
promised " South Coast Rail,” the improvements to the rail track from Pilgrim Junction in 
Middleboro through Cotley Junction in Taunton and south to New Bedford and Fall River will 
make our region and its seaports more attractive to industrial investors in freight. Certainly, in 
a notional sense, | would welcome a commuter rail service as well, in order to bring our young 
people to better paid jobs in Boston and to lure hard-working, well-educated young people 
from Boston to settle in our communities and raise their families here. However, even in the 
absence of commuter rail service, the improved rail tracks will help us attract more local 
industrial investrnent and jobs. 
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ceMereies, 7 The en, whichbvet sk way the political wi inds blow, fi future eeneritiods of South 
Coasters will benefit economically. 


Thank you, 


Lloyd Mendes 
46 Anawan Street 
Somerset Massachusetts 027725 


sees Loyd A, Mendes 
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From: MassDOT <«massDOT@ public.govdelivery.com> 

Sent: Thursday, March 1, 2018 17:01 

To: mendes_lloyd@hotmail.com 

Subject: South Coast Aail Reminder: Join us for a South Coast Rail Public Meeting in Taunton on March 
19 





You ure subsenbed ta ihe South Cowst Rail Project from the Massachusetts Department of Transporation. 
MassDOT and the MBTA invite you to attend a 
South Coast Rail Public Meeting in Taunton on the 
Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (DSEIR): 
Monday, March 19, 2018 
6:30 PM - 8:30 PM 
Martin Middle School Auditorium 
131 Caswell Street, Taunton, MA 

On January 31, 2018, MassDOT filed a Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report (DSEIR) for 
South Coast Rail (SCR). The document describes MassDOT's approach to providing SCR service by 
extending an existing rail line. MassDOT proposes to deliver Phase | service to Taunton, Fall River and 
New Bedford late in 2022, years before revenue service 1s possible under the Full Build Project. At the same 
ume, MassDOT will proceed with designing, permitting and funding the Stoughton Straight Electric 
Altemative, 
MassDOT and the MBTA are also hosting a South Coast Rail Public Meeting in Dartmouth on March 
6. The March 6 public meeting information will also be provided at this event. Download the Meeting 
Flyers for more information: 





* Dartmouth Public Meeting on March 6, 2018 - flyers in English, Spanish, or Portuguese. 
* Taunton Public Meeting on March 19, 20186 - flyers in English, Spanish, or Portuguese. 


Where to Find the DSEIR: The DSEIR can be downloaded from the project website at 
www,mass.eoy/southcoastrail. The document is also available in 36 South Coast public libraries (full list is 
available on the project website), or electronically by request to Jean Fox (Jean.Fox @state.ma.us). 

How to Comment: 

Written comments must be submitted by March 23. 2018 to: 


Pi 
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Secretary Matthew A, Beaton, FOERA 
Attn: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) 

EEA #14346 

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 
Boston, MA 02114 

or fax: 617-626-1181 

or email: Purvi,Patel @state.; 
MassDOT would like to receive a copy of your letter, which you can send to: 

Jean Fox 

MassDOT 

Ten Park Plaza, Room 4150 

Boston, MA 02116 

or email: Jean.Fox @ state.ma.us 

Comments for the official record must be received in writing. Comment forms will be available and 
can be submitted at the meeting. 


Please contact the project team with any questions at SouthCoastRail@do ma.us, 


This location is accessible to people with disabilities. MassDOT provides reasonable accommodations and/or 
language assistance free of charge upon request (including but not limited to interpreters in American Sign 
Language and languages other than English, open or closed captioning for videos, assistive listening devices 
and alternate material formats, such as audio tapes, Braille and large print), as available. For accommodation 
or language assistance, please contact MassDOT's Chief Diversity and Civil Rights Officer by phone (857- 
368-8580), fax (857-368-0602), TTD/TTY (857-368-0603) or by email 

MASSDOT.CivilRights @ dot.state.ma.us. Requests should be made as soon as possible prior to the meeting, 
and for more difficult to arrange services including sign-language, CART or language translation or 
interpretation, requests should be made at least ten business days before the meeting. 

Tithe WI Notice of Nondiscrimination: MassDOT complies with Title V1 of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and 
related federal and state statutes and regulations, It is the policy of MassDOT to ensure that no person or 
group of persons shall on the grounds of Tithe VI protected categories, including race, color, national origin, 
or under additional federal and state protected categories including sex, age, disability, sexual onentation, 
gender identity or expression, religion, creed, ancestry, veteran's status (including Vietnam-era veterans), or 
background, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to 








| \iscrimination under any program or activity administered by MassDOT. To request additional information 
about this commitment, or to file a complaint under Title VI or a related nondiscrimination provision, please 


contact MassDOT's Title VI Specialist by phone at (857) 368-8580, TTY at (857) 368-8580, fax (857) 368- 
O6020r by e-mail at MASSDOT.CivilRights @ dot.state.ma.us. 


Lf information 1s needed in another language, please contact the MassDOT Title VI Specialist by phone at 
(857) 368-8580. 


Caso esta informacdo seja necessaria em outro idioma, favor contar o Especialista em Titulo VI do 
MassDOT pelo fone 857-368-8580. 

Si necesita informacion én otro lenguaje, favor contactar al especialista de MassDOT del Titulo V1 al 857- 
368-8580. 

MNRRSEARRCBCS SRS HRA eee (MassDOT) (RAE) SARA 


| 


fi + Eti® 857-368-8580. 
ISFESGHRRCBS TRIER, RARE REN RS (MassDOT) (RMR) SAMBA 
BB Wes 857-368-8580, 


STAY CONNECTED: 





SU BSCRIBER SERVIC ES: 
fanpage Preferences | Unsubscribe All | Subscriptioy Help 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Linda Moniz <limoniz@ comcast.nei> 
Sent: Friday, March 16, 2018 12:17 PM 
To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Ce: paul @rasem.realtor 

Subject: Rail Project 





Linda Moniz Perry 


REALTOR 
Pelletier Realty 
696 Ashley Blvd 


New Bedford, MA 02745 


(508)728-0407 





"E-Mails sent or received shall neither constitute acceptance of conducting transactions 
via electronic means nor create a binding contract unless a written contract is signed by 
the parties" 
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Patel, Purvi (EE 


From: Maria Moniz <mariahmoniz@ gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, February 23, 2018 11:00 AM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: Middleboro route 





Cn LE 9 the P ih Nh 
Maria Moniz, Falmouth, MA 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From; Benita Rose Montero <bmonteiro@ kinlingrover.com> 
Sent: Monday, March 19, 2018 9:37 AM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: Rail service for southem Massachusetts 





Benita Rose MONTEIRO 
Sent fram my iPhone 





Like us.on Facebook © pnt us at ca r& Linkedin » Watch KGTV on YouTube. 
View our Listlngs at www.k 





March 24, 2018 (sent late because | was out of the country until late Friday night). 
Secretary Matthew A. Beaton, EQEEA 
Attn: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) 


100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 
Boston, MA 02114 


RE: EEA #14346, DSEIR for the South Coast Rail project 
Dear Secretary Beaton, 


| am submitting this comment letter on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact 
Report (DSEIR) for the South Coast Rail project. 


While this project is well intended and | support public transit projects, this is NOT a 
cost-effective project (i.e., too expensive for the number of nders). Please do not make 
a positive determination on this DSEIR. This project should not proceed at this point, not 
unless and until: 





that uses diesel traction, This runs counter to the # Commonwealth's —<s to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions, especially given that transportation is 
currently the largest contributors to greenhouse gas emissions in the 
Commonwealth. 





Thank you for your consideration and we hope that these comments will be reflected in 
any future planning around the South Coast Rail project. 


Regards, 
Alan Moore 


23 Gherry St. 
Somerville, MA 02144 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 





From: Greg Murphy <grepmurphy7799@ yahoo,.com> Li ems 7 
Sent: Friday, March 16, 2018 12:23 PM SOUTH COAST RAIL 
To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) DSEIR Comment For 

Ce: paul @rasem.realior : , Form 

Subject: Southeoast Rail 


This sheet is provided for your comments on the South Coast Rail Draft Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Report (DSEIR). Your Input is solicited and appreciated. Please return the sheet with your 
comments to a South Coast Rail staff member at the event, or mail to the following adoress by 


143-1 March 23, 2018, the last day comments are accepted: 





Secretary Matthew A, Beaton, EOEEA 


Greg Murphy Attn.: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) EEA #14346 
Weichert Realtors Briarwood Real Estate 100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 

Boston, MA 02114 
Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android or fax: 617-626-1181 

email: purvi patel @state.ma, us 


or via hand delivery 


MassDOT would like to receive a copy of your letter, which you can email or mail to: 
Jean Fox (jean, fox@state.ma tis) 
MassDOT 
Ten Park Plaza, Room 4150) 
Boston, MA 02116 


If you need more space, please use the reverse. 





NAME Remy NMA TITLE_<?_T lupe a ra 


ORGANIZATION _ ADDRESS 


EMAIL ADDRESS: 
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Norman J, Orrall, PE 
120 Crooked Lane 
Lakeville, MA 02347 


March 22, 2018 


Secretary Matthew A. Beaton, EQEEA 
Attn,: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel} 

106 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 
Boston, MA 02114 


Dear Secretary Beaton: 


This fetter is in regard to MassDOT DSEIR filed with the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) 
unit on January 31, 2018 describing a plan to begin commuter rail service to Taunton, New Bedford and 
Fall River by the year 2022 by utilizing a phased approach that utilizes the existing Middleborough 
Secondary freight line. | appreciate you consideration of my comments, 


jam a resident of Lakeville, a patron of the existing Middleborough/Lakeville commuter line, and a civil 
engineer. As the most significant change to the original South Coast Rail plan is the relocation of the 
Lakeville Station to a new Station calied Pilgrim Junction, my comments relate to this portion of the 
project. 


Traffic 


The Pilgrim Junction Station concept plan included in the DSEIR shows one new entrance/exit directly 
across from the 1-495 Northbound entrance/exit ramps on Route 105. Section 5 of the DSEIR on traffic, 
Studies the four intersections to be impacted by this project change. These intersections include the one 
mentioned above, as well as Route 105 at Route 28, Route 105 at 1-495 Southbound exit/entrance 
ramps, and Route 105 at Route 79/Commercial Drive. Existing traffic volumes were collected in year 
2017 and used to project traffic volumes for a design year of 2030 to analyze three future scenarios; no 
project, project without mitigation, and project with mitigation. 


The analysts shows that eres is no paerae ia impact ta these me intersections man the station 
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145-3 


145-4 


145-5 


The additional entrance could be tocated adjacent to the proposed pedestrian access along Route 28, in 
the general location of an existing driveway at 52 West Grove Street. This entrance would most likely 
warrant a traffic signal and therefore improve the ability for pedestrians from adjacent neighborhoods 
to safely access the proposed station as well as allow traffic an option to enter or exit the station for 


convenience and provide additional mitigation for the traffic on Route 105, particularly at Route 28. 





Economic Impacts 


MassDOT has provided grants through SRPEDD to the towns affected by the South Coast Rail Stoughton 
Route to help pian ip the shel ee that come with the new rail al ee ee 





eatin Lakeville has experienced many new businesses sound the current station. These businesses 


seem to be within the same distance to the relocated station as from the existing one and therefore 
may not be negatively impacted, but Middieborough may see pressure to convert existing commercial 
and residential properties around the station to new business. Both towns need to plan for the best way 
to take advantage of the relocated station. 





FCLE LE 


Sincerely, 





Norman J. Orrall, PE 
Lakeville Resident 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Joseph Pacheco <jpacheco@jackconway.com> 
Sent: Friday, March 16, 2018 1:17 PM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Ce: paul@rasem.realtor 

Subject: passenger rail service to Boston 
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Thank you. 


Joseph D. Pacheco, GRI 
Manager, Realtor® 

Jack Conway and Company 
106 State Road 

North Dartmouth, MA 02747 


Office 508-993-2700 
Fax 508-993-2711 
Cell 508-971-3094 


Email jp 









Click Here to Submit a Testimonial 
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@a@ LEADING REAL_ESTATE 

Pee, COMPANIES of THE WORLD” 
The information transmitted & intended only for the person or entity 
jo which (t ip addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged 


maternal, Any review, retransmission, dissemination or other use of, or 
taking of any action fn reliance upon, thls information by persona or 


entitles other than the intended reciplent is prohibited. if you 
received thhi lerror, please contact Joseph 0, Pacheco 

© luck Conway 508-971-3004 

and delete the material from any computer. 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From; Joseph Pacheco <jpacheco@jackconway.com> 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2018 2:03 PM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: South Coast Rail 





Thank you. 


Joseph D. Pacheco, GRI 
Manager, Realtor® 

Jack Conway and Company 
106 State Road 

North Dartmouth, MA 02747 


Office 508-993-2700 

Fax 508-993-2711 

Cell 508-971-3094 

Email jpacheco@jackconway.com 


Click here to submit an insurance referral 
Click Here to Submit a Testimonial 


4, SSaway) LUXURY 
Fon we’) PORT/OLIO 
a Fiee PEOPLETY COLLECTION 

?¢ LEADING REAL ESTATE ; 

See, COMPANTES of THE WORLD" 
The Information transmitted & intended only for the person or entity 
ho which itis addressed and may contain confidential and/or privilaged 
maternal, Any review, retransmission, dissemination or other use of, or 
taking of any action In reliance upon, this information by persons or 


entities other than the Intended reciplent is prohibited, |f you 
recened this in orror, please contact Joseph DO. Pachers 


@ Jack Conway 508-971-2004 
ond delete the material from any computer. 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Jeanne Padilla <padillajeanne@qmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2018 8:47 AM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: Rail to Boston 


J am writing to urge you to proceed with the rail from Fall River to Boston. This project is 
necessary to the growth of our region. 


Jeanne Azar Padilla 
Fall River Ma 


Sent from Gmail Mobile 


TO THE MASS DOT AND THE MBTA, 


| would like to extend my sincere thanks for getting the South Coast Rail 
Project to this point. | have been a longtime advocate and | am very 
happy to see it moving along. | have lived in the Fall River area all my life. 
My parents have told all of our family members about the trains of years 
ago that ran from Fall River to Boston. They would use them to go 
ballroom dancing in Boston every weekend. My father who has now 
passed would always say that he could get to Boston faster in those days 
than he could get there today. Why did the time and money never 
develop to maintain such an important infrastructure. We need this 
back in this area as soon as possible. | have spoken to every elected 
official and have been to every neighborhood group this this city to 
speak about the South Coast Rail Project and everyone yes everyone 
wants this to happen. | did not find one person or company that was 
opposed to this project. | was very excited to hear Governor Baker in his 
state of the state speech say that he was tired of lip service and wanted 
to put this project on the front burner. “Thank God” !! We really need 


148-1 this to happen. It will help us in many ways. Please lets make this 


happen. 


Larry Pare 
39 N. Ogden St. 


Fall River Ma. 02723 
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FW: REALLY GOOD NEWS THESE DAYS !! 


Sarah Paritsky <SParitsky@reginavilla.com> 


Fri 2/9/2018 1:04 PM 


To:‘MassDOT South Coast Rail <SouthCoastRail@dot.state.ma.us>; 


From: Larry Pare [mailto:larry81157@qmail.com] 
Sent: Friday, February 09, 2018 6:19 AM 

To: Fox, Jean (DOT) 

Subject: REALLY GOOD NEWS THESE DAYS !! 


Hi Jean, 

Just wanted to tell you I am very happy to hear the great news these days about South Coast Rail. I was 
very happy to hear the governor say at the state of the state speech "And I am tired of lip service". We 
all are !! lets get this going. !! Every one in office in Fall River wants this to happen. You must be 
happy to see this moving forward?? Let me know if I can help in any way. 


Thank you for all that you do. You are such a patience person...!! 


Larry Pare 
508-965-8618 


https://outlook.office365.com/owa/SouthCoastRail@dot.state.ma.us/?viewmodel=ReadMes... 3/2/2018 
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FW: South Coast Rail 


Sarah Paritsky <SParitsky@reginavilla.com> 


Mon 3/12/2018 8:37 AM 


To:MassDOT South Coast Rail <SouthCoastRail@dot.state.ma.us>; 


From: Larry Pare <glenn81157@verizon.net> 

Date: March 11, 2018 at 2:12:47 PM EDT 

To: <rep-edwards @rilegislature.gov>, <rep-jay70@cox.net> 
Ce: <jean.fox@dot.state.ma.us> 

Subject: South Coast Rail 


Hello Representative Edwards, 


Hope you remember me, my name is Larry Pare from Fall River. The last time we spoke it was at a 
South Coast Rail update meeting at the Good Shepherd Parish on South Main St. Fall River. | told 
you | would update you when something solid happens. "Well it has". | will be sending you updates 
on the project that will now come through the town of Middleborough, Ma, then go to Taunton, 
then split down to Fall River and New Bedford Ma. The cost is much less and the time is a lot less 
too. With some solid support and good luck the new goal is 2022. Jean Fox is still leading the 
project as project manager, a hard working, patience person. Her and | spoke this week and We are 
again looking for all the support we can get, and in every direction. The new plans are called phase 
1. We are in the public comment part of moving forward. So | am out again trying to find support 
from everyone. | was quite surprised that our Governor Baker in his state of the state address 
stated that he was moving this project to the top of the DOT transportation list. His word were " | 
am tired of lip service " He is committed to moving this forward. So | would like to ask you if your 
office could compose a letter in support of the South Coast Rail Project and send it to Jean Fox at 
Jean.fox@state.ma.us. | was thinking with the new Casino in Tiverton coming and all the other 
upgrades in Tiverton the commuter rail would be very welcome here to help out. 


"| thank You Very Much" 
Larry Pare 


Larry81157@gmail.com 
508-965-8618 


Sent from my iPad 


https://outlook.office365.com/owa/SouthCoastRail@dot.state.ma.us/?viewmodel=ReadMe... 3/13/2018 
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PARTNE Ri INSURANCE 560 Wilby Avenue, Swivisea, MA OIF?) 
= eS 506.675, 0308 


Secretary Matthew A, Beaton, EOEEA 
Attn: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) 

EES #14346 

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 
Boston, MA 02114 


Dear Secretary Beaton, 
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Rail, This siriick will increase oppo Fusitiy for S South ¢ Coast vpeidits while eid growth 
opportunities for our communities. The faster this vital connection to the Boston Metro area can be 
established, the sooner benefits will begin to accrue across the South Coast. It is encouraging to learn 
that the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement continues to clear a path to commence 
construction, With this in mind Partner's Insurance Group supports the advancement of Phase | of the 
South Coast Rail Project and the reconnection of passenger rail service to Boston, 





wrence T. Wilson, Jr. 
President & CEO 
Partners Insurance Growp 


FATIRHAVEN © FALL RIVER - NEW BEDPRORD - SEERONK - SOMERSET » SWANSEA - TIVERTON 
WWW.PARTNERSINSGRELLG.COM + 508491.9100 


Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Judy Perry <jperry@jackconway.com> 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2078 1:49 PM 
To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Cc; Paul@rasem_realtor 

Subject. SouthCoast Rail 


Extending the rail service to New Bedford is going to be a great asset to the SouthCoast and to 
Boston! It will give the people on the SouthCoast easier access to Boston area hospitals, more 
specialized jobs, expand their educational opportunities and enhance travel and tourism both 


to Boston and to the amenities here on the peaks = RE TT Sie ie ES 





for SiG residents hf Santheadtéen Baasnehnsetis, Thank you, Judith mt berry. 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Kathy Prone <kathy.prone @ gmail.com> 

Sent: Wednesday, March 21, 2018 1:32 PM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Cc: Fox, Jean (DOT); pregan@ mbtaadvisoryboard.org; 
murray@ town.duxbury.ma.us 

Subject: South Coast Rail DSEIR Public Comment 


March 21, 2018 
Dear Sir: 


As Duxbury's Representative to the MBTA Advisory Board, please accept this public comment relative to 
the South Coast Rail project: 


1. On time performance is critical to not only SCR's success, but to the Kingston/Plymouth and 
Greenbush lines as well. If the Braintree-Boston segment is not double tracked, cascading dela 

r verall on tim rformance if R train not leave Middleboro on time. | woul 
recommen -4 minute station st t Middleboro for inbound trains to ensure keeping the under- 


one-hour benchmark existing schedules on the Old Colony and Greenbush lines. 

















2. e 45 mph and M O 


\ 





e q <| f\ A A | A {\ q 
locations will ad at least seven minutes to the schedule. Also, if the Union Street (Rte. 139) crossing at 
Holbrook/Randolph is grade- r it will save 3.5 min north nd, pl ns of th n f 
dollars per year in wheel damage caused by three cab signal step-downs approaching CP Union. 
Additionally, if the 15 mph switch reen Interlocking i r mph, it will allow Greenbush 
trains to save a few minut hw ntering and exiting the branch. This will allow more fluidity for 


train dispatchers to manage traffic on the mainline, while improving trip time on the Greenbush line. Jim 





he Tm r in their new Motive Power In rv diesel | motives for new 


Siemens Charger passenger locomotives. | heartily endorse this initiative. The Siemens Charger is a 
proven, high-horsepower diesel passenger locomotive capable of pulling ten-car passenger trains at 


peeds over 100 mon, [hey also have a Tier 4 environmental rating, which would improve air qua 





overall. 





nd Greenbush lines. Much of the Middleboro lin h of Braintree woul itable for 80 mph 


speeds, along with long sections of the Middleboro secondary track and New Bedford/Fall River lines. As 
long as the trains offer quality, on time service with affordable fares for both regular commuters and 
es eis f his | ; ill ful f | 


Respectfully submitted, 


Richard Prone 

MBTA Advisory Board Representative 
Town of Duxbury 

781-254-4413 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Becky Pulley <beckypulley@ gmail.com> 

Sent: Friday, March 16, 2018 2:46 PM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Ce: paul@rasem.realtor 

Subject: SouthCoast Rail Project 2022 as promised PLEASE 


PLEASE help us provide jobs, boost the local economy, bring this area the 
RAILWAY that has been promised for years. 





For too long the residents of Southeastern Massachusetts have been without passenger 
rail service to Boston. | urge you to complete phase 1 of the project by its intended 
date of 2022. Thank you. 


The residents of Southeastern Massachusetts deserve commuter rail service to Boston. 
This service will help to bring affordable housing to the Greater Boston Area and 
additionally provide a host of economic opportunities to areas of the Southern 
triangle that have been promised rail service for so long. Thank you. 


Better access to higher earning wages, better access to universities, better access to 
medical specialists and more opportunity for travel and tourism are all of the reasons 
that we need to see phase 1 of the SouthCoast Rail Project completed by 2022. | urge 
all involved to make this a reality for the residents of Southeastern Massachusetts, 
Thank you. 


Now is the time! Thank you. 


Becky Pulley ABR ,SRES 
REALTOR®) 

Licensed in Ma, RI 
CENTURY 21 Topsail Realty 
Tiverton Office 

1741 Main Rd 

Tiverton, RI 0287 

B Pull ail.com 
C- 774-488-6158 

0 - 401-625-5878 

F- 401-816-0317 


To be removed from my mailing list please reply with UNSUBSCHITE in the subpect line 


1 
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Secretary Matthew A. Beaton, EOEEA 
Attn: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) 

EEA #14346 

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 
Boston, MA 02114 


Ms. Patel: 


Please accept the following as my comments on the South Coast Rail Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact 


Report. 


73 Fensview Drive 
Westwood, MA 02090 
wreidy73@yahoo.com 





22 March 2018 


I have three concerns with the proposed phase 1 South Coast Rail project: 


Old Colony Main Line 


The Old Colony Main Line is largely a single-track railroad between Braintree station and the South Bay yard in 
Boston. Currently this segment handles commuter rail traffic for three Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority 


153-1 ¢ The impact on the constrained Old Colony Main Line between Braintree and South Bay in Boston: 
153-2 e The removal of daily rail service to the existing Middleborough/Lakeville commuter rail station; and 
153-3 © The impact on prospects for commuter rail service for Wareham and Buzzards Bay. 


commuter rail lines: Greenbush; Kingston/Plymouth; and Middleborough/Lakeville. 


These three lines are currently underserved in comparison to all other MBTA commuter rail lines: 


MBTA Commuter Rail Line 


# of Weekday Trains 





Greenbush 


12 round trips 





Kingston/Plymouth 


12 round trips 





Middleborough/Lakeville 
Fairmont 
Providence/Stoughton 


12 round trips 
20.5 round trips (21 inbound; 20 outbound) 
36 round trips 





Franklin 

Needham 

Framingham/Worcester 

South Station lines average (excluding Old 
Colony): 


20.5 round trips (22 inbound; 19 outbound) 
16 round trips 
27.5 round trips (28 inbound; 27 outbound) 


24.1 round trips 











North Station lines average 


Fitchburg 19 round trips 
Lowell 26 round trips 
Haverhill 22 round trips 
Rockport 15 round trips 
Newburyport 16 round trips (17 inbound; 15 outbound) 


19.6 round trips 





All lines average (excluding Old Colony) 





21.9 round trips 
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153-5 


Source: mbta.com, 21 March 2018. 


The Old Colony lines average less than half the level of service provided to the other South Station lines and less 
than 55 percent the level of service provided to all other MBTA commuter rail lines. Clearly the existing Old 
Colony rail service underserves the South Shore and southeastern Massachusetts. The SCR project team might 
suggest that’s because ridership demand justifies the lower level of service, but any reduced ridership demand 1s the 
direct result of the lower level of service provided, primarily due to the Old Colony Main capacity constraints. 


The MBTA now has reconstruction projects underway or planned for the Red Line stations in Quincy. None of 
these projects include accommodation for a second Old Colony Main Line track to increase capacity. 


The Old Colony Main Line 1s the only portion of the MBTA commuter rail system where three lines feed into a 
largely single-track trunk line into Boston. Under the SCR Phase 1 proposal, this trunk line 1s expected to 
accommodate service for four MBTA commuter rail lines: Greenbush; Kingston/Plymouth; New Bedford; and Fall 
River. As a direct result, the phase 1 proposed service provides little better than a quarter of what the MBTA 
considers a reasonable level of service for New Bedford and Fall River. 


Beyond the South Coast, the entire South Shore and southeastern Massachusetts region 1s affected by the existing 
constraints of the Old Colony Main. The limited rail schedule restricts lower income residents from participating in 
the job boom in Boston, particularly the Seaport district, or educational opportunities. The proposed Phase | service 


further restricts transportation opportunities for the Environmental Justice communities in the South Shore and 
southeastern Massachusetts region. 





The Commonwealth should be legally bound to complete the full build option via Stoughton if SCR Phase 1 is 
approved. 


Middleborough/Lakeville station 


Since its opening in 1997, the Middleborough/Lakeville commuter rail station has seen considerable transit-oriented 
development, with the addition of hundreds of residential units next to the station. Under the SCR phase 1 proposal, 
daily rail service would be eliminated at this station, possibly replaced with a slower bus or van service. 


If promoting transit-oriented development is a stated goal of the Commonwealth and the MBTA, how can rail 
service be reasonably withdrawn from this station? 


At the very minimum, a rail shuttle should be required between this station and the optional Cape service platform at 
the proposed Pilgrim Junction station. While still a major reduction in service for Middleborough/Lakeville, a rail 
shuttle at least provides a much more direct and faster connection to Pilgrim Junction. A rail shuttle also avoids 
additional traffic on congested Route 105. 


Wareham and Buzzards Bay service 


The selectmen and community leaders of the towns of Wareham and Bourne have long sought to have the 
Middleborough/Lakeville commuter rail line extended to Buzzards Bay village. Both towns see the service as an 
important economic revitalization tool. Wareham is home to large Environmental Justice populations, for who 
direct commuter rail service to Boston would open opportunities for better jobs and education. As a native of 
Wareham who has attended college and worked in Boston, I have seen first-hand the benefits a direct rail service 
could provide the town. 


Bourne officials see rail service as a catalyst to revitalize the moribund Buzzards Bay business district — so much so, 
the town chose to join the MBTA district a few years ago in the hope of getting commuter rail sooner. 


SCR Phase | greatly harms prospects for Buzzards Bay rail. A direct rail service to South Station will now not be 
possible, since Middleborough line trains will be redirected toward New Bedford and Fall River. 


Unless a rail shuttle is provided from the existing Middleborough/Lakeville station to Pilgrim Junction, Wareham 
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and Bourne commuters who use the Middleborough line may well find parking difficult, as the Pilgrim Junction 
station parking lot will be considerably smaller than at Middleborough/Lakeville. 


Past MassDOT Central Transportation Planning Staff studies for a Buzzards Bay extension have shown it could be 
established at much lower capital cost per passenger than SCR. A 2015 study by the Cape Cod Commission showed 
that a shuttle service to Middleborough/Lakeville, while attracting a lower ridership, would still attract a quarter of 
the ridership at one-tenth the capital cost of SCR Phase 1. 


As previously discussed, SCR Phase 1 should be required to include a rail shuttle for the existing 


Middleborough/Lakeville station to Pilgrim Junction. Strong consideration should be given to extending that shuttle 
down to Buzzards Bay village, using the existing route of the summertime CapeFLYER, and _ possibly the 
CapeFLYER stations of Wareham Village and Buzzards Bay, as mitigation for local residents who currently use 
Middleborough/Lakeville. 





Thank you for your time and consideration. 


William H. Reidy 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Deven Robitaille <deven@southcoastchamber.com> 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2018 9:16 AM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: Rail to Boston Comments 


This is a very important project!!! 


Better access to higher earning wages, better access to universities. better access to medical specialists 
and more opportunity for travel and tourism are all of the reasons that we need to see phase 1 of the 
SouthCoast Rail Project completed by 2022. L urge all involved to make this a reality for the residents of 


Southeastern Massachusetts. 





Thank you. 


Deven Q. Robitaille, MBA 

Programs and Events Manacer 

SouthCoast Chamber 

794 Purchase Street 

New Bedford, MA 02742 

P: (508) 999-5231 Ext. 103 

F: (508) 999-5237 

E: deven@southcoastchamber.com 
www.southcoastchamber.com 

Proudly Serving New Bedford and the Towns of the South Coast 
LinkedIn Facebook Twitter Business Directory 


New email address: deven@southcoastchamber.com. The New Bedford Area Chamber of 
Commerce is excited to be doing business as the SouthCoast Chamber. 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Fox, Jean (DOT) <Jean.Fox@dot.state.ma.us> 

Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2018 10:11 AM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA); Patel, Purvi (ENV) (purvi.patel@ state.ma.us) 
Subject: FW: SouthCoast Rail Comments 


Comment letter. 


Jean C. Fox 

Project Manager, South Coast Rail 
MassDOT 

10 Park Plaza, Suite 4150 
857-368-8853 

857-600-8791 (cell) 


From: Deven Robitaille [mailto:deven@southcoastchamber.com] 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2018 9:18 AM 

To: Fox, Jean (DOT) 

Subject: SouthCoast Rail Comments 


The rail is extremely important to our Region!! 


The residents of Southeastern Massachusetts deserve commuter rail service to Boston. This service will 
help to bring affordable housing to the Greater Boston Area and additionally provide a host of economic 
opportunities to areas of the Southern triangle that have been promised rail service for so long. Thank 
you. 


Deven Q. Robitaille, MBA 

Programs and Events Manacer 

SouthCoast Chamber 

794 Purchase Street 

New Bedford, MA 02742 

P: (508) 999-5231 Ext. 103 

F: (508) 999-5237 

E: deven@southcoastchamber.com 
www.southcoastchamber.com 

Proudly Serving New Bedford and the Towns of the South Coast 
LinkedIn Facebook Twitter Business Directory 


New email address: deven@southcoastchamber.com. The New Bedford Area Chamber of 
Commerce is excited to be doing business as the SouthCoast Chamber. 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Tridib Roy <tkroy216@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 14, 2018 2:30 PM 
To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: South Coast Rail Studies again! 

Hi Ms.Patel, 


Thanks for the info. on the South Coast Rail. We have seen these studies done so many times in 
our last thirty years. Unfortunately these are just a method of depriving the SouthCoast 
Community of a legitimate mass transportation connection to Boston and the adjacent 
communities. 


This is depriving them of the greatest of economic development opportunity, keeping them 
languishing in the lowest financial rung of the state. Very sad and unfortunate! 

Time to act on the previous recommendations and give them something concrete even less than 
perfect. Much more preferable than these 

Useless studies again and again without acting on them! 


Dr.T.K.Roy 
Prof.Emeritus. 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Dawn Rusin <dawnrusin@ yahoo.com> 
Sent: Monday, March 19, 2018 10:20 AM 
To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Ce: Paul Chasse 

Subject: South Coast Rail 


I am a life long resident of Fall River .Ma. for 
too long the residents of Southeastern 
Massachusetts have been without passenger rail 


service to Boston. I respectfully urge you to 
complete phase 1 of the project by its intended 
date of 2022 

Thank you 

Dawn Rusin 


Dawn Rusin 


RE/MAX Right Choice 
License #9057076 Office# 9391 
Office # 508-677-3629 Cell # 774-930-5652 


http://www.linkedin.com/in/dawnrusin 
www.rightchoiceinrealestate.com 


https://www.facebook.com/remaxrightchoice/a 





p/691252210905997 


= pingse consider the environment before printing this e-mail 
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‘Plimoth [nvestment Advisors" 


Steven 4. Russo, CFA 
Plimoth Investment Advisors 
330 Swansea Mall Dr. 
swansea, MA O2777 

March 16, 2018 


Secretary Matthew A, Beaton, EOEEA 
Atth: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) 

EEA #114346 

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 
Boston, MA 02114 


Dear Secretary Beaton, 





sae Darebaie aE sbat raid dibliae Sa peleliia Ease befits would oaly ehay progress inthe South 
Coast. This is one reason why Plimoth Investment Advisors applauds the conclusions of the Draft 
Supplemental Environmental Impact Report, which supports the timely construction of South Coast Rail. 
Once complete, South Coast Rail holds the potential to unlock tremendous value for our communities. 


Sincerely, 


Steven A. Russo, CFA 
President & CEO 
Plimoth Investment Advisors 


One BayCoast Place, 330 Swansea Mall Drive, Swansea, MA 02777 
508-675-135 10 or toll-free &88-268-4002 
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Cathleen M. Salley 
101 Marion Road 
Middleboro MA 02346 
(508) -947-3221H 
(617) 345-3699 W 


Distribution List: 


Secretary Matthew A Beaton, EOEEA 
Attn: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel} 

EEA # 14346 

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 
Boston, MA 02114 





Jean Fox 

MassDOT 

Ten Park Plaza, Room 4150 
Boston MA 02116 


Middleborough Board of Selectmen 
Allin Frawley, Chairman 

10 Nickerson Avenue 
Middleborough, MA 02346 


Representative Thomas J, Calter 
10 Cordage Park Circle 

Suite 233 

Plymouth, MA 02360 


Representative Susan Williams Gifford 
191 Main Street, Suite 213F 
Wareham, MA 02571 

March 20, 2018 

RE: SCR DSEIR Comments 


158-1 4 Pilgrim Station in Middleboro will bring no benefit to my community. It will only 
458-2 bring harm. Harm in the form of aute accidents Harm in form of contaminated 


report states TOD it is not expected to be significant at Pilgrim Station. There will be 
none, Pilgrim Station does not provide a single benefit to my community. It will 
oniy harm it. 


Area residents do not want the existing train station closed and a new one built. 
TOD has occurred in Lakeville because of the train. Lakeville’s housing continues to 
grow in the area. Middleboro will receive no economic benefit from a station at 

158-5 Pilgrim Junction, Lakeville does not want an empty parking lot. Yes, it will be 
empty. No one will use it to go to the Cape from Lakeville station as your report 
suggests. 


Middleboro epes not want the added allt poner eu on in an already Gangerous 


158-6 








158-7 atethree side streets and numerous businesses, Vehicles exiting East Clark Street 





dangerous intersection, The existing Middleboro/Lakeville station is one mile away 
from this dangerous intersection. Also, your map of the area incorrectly shows a 
signal light at West Clark Street, 


158-8 


158-9 intersections operate at a deficient level of service, You also project an 8% traffic 





OTN ENTE This Rani on Lannie 


The proposed Pilgrim station does not have enough parking. Your own report states 
! eo me include that T id 
158-10 sufficient parking to accommodate ridership demand, Per your report there are 
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158-12 


158-13 + 


that lot is not full everyday. Becatise it is not full itallows non-comimuting Jocal 
residents to take the train into town, | see families go in during school breaks. I see 
elderly residents taking the train to visit loved ottes in Boston area hospitals. Many 
locals take the train in to Boston to go to games at Fenway Park, | was surprised by 
the volume of non-commuter passengers for St. Patrick's Day. It's not just 
commuters parking at the station. The removal of this benefit to non-commuters 
causes harm to my community. 





Re cant I was idtiele behind a ieee 
down Kingston train on the single-track section during my commute home. All rush 
hour Friday night commuters on the Old Colony line got home very late that night, 
Trains were backed up to South Station. 


Under Patrick administration it was determined that the Middleboro route should 
not be used for the SCR because it provided inferior service to the South Coast 
region and projected it would deteriorate service on all Old Colony lines without 
building a double track at this pinch. The cost was estimated to be too high because 
of the private land that would need to be acquired to build. That administration 
recognized the limitations the Savin Hill single track placed on service. If effects all 
three current lines ona daily basis. Again, the Patrick era report calls using the 
ee is Lakeville Une for the SCR yond nerace | ieee service", twill 





[really want an answer to this 
question. The DOT has about faced onan earlier state DOT report of the same SCR 
plan through Middleboro. How can we ever trust such conflicting reports? 


You push this boondoggle SCR project stating the expansion will lead to further 
expansion to the Cape, As long as the Savin Hill single track is in place this will 
never happen, When morning trains arrive at South Station we are often held 
outside the train station untilatrackis avallable, There is already nat enough 
capacity at South Station for existing operations. Because of the Savin Hill pinch 
often When leaving South Station at the end of the day we depart but are held 
waiting for late inbound trains already on the single-track inbound. The waits can 


158-14 


158-15 


158-16 


be 15 ccd or more. Be ae SEE RE TST PE EES 





You state in your report "the distance from these terminal cities to Boston will be 
the longest in the MBTA system and the chance of having impacts and barriers to 
service increases over distance.” Your entire Commuter rail system suffers from 
impacts and disruptions In service ona daily basis. Nota single day goes by without 
receiving a Middleboro/Lakeville T-Alert email. And you want to add more impact 
and barriers to service, The Old Colony Lines fall on a daily basis without any 
additional trains or great distances. 


You fail when there is an interruption in service, You fail system wide, Subway, Bus 
and Commuter rail, not just the Old Colony line. Equipment is not properly 
maintained and breakdowns are frequent, Your team does not manage crisis well. 
Why would you expand when it is clear you can't manage what you already have? 
Just a few Weeks ago during flooding the MBTA sent a T-Alert to all 
Middleboro/Lakeville commuters to be at Braintree Station by 2:29pm to get home, 
We all left work:and took the MBTA Red line to the designated stop, When we got to 
Braintree there was no train as you had stated, Wait, What? Yes, you left hundreds 
of commuters outside in the cold and rain for 45 minutes until you decided to send 
buses. That commute hume was over three hours, to Middleboro/Lakeville. Three 
fours cold and wet, It's not very pleasant. That was another day on the commuter 
rail, This is not the only instance of complete failures. | could write another multi 
page letter on your many extreme service failures. You fail miserably when 
anything interrupts regular service. 


The DOT has hundreds of Statewide Highway and Transportation construction 
projects that are not being funded. The Middleboro Rotary has been on the list of 
unfunded DOT projects for years. But the way, don’t bother with the lines and 
changing the name to a roundabout. Making it two lanes will cause more accidents. 
Itis a bortleneck in all directions on a daily basis. An estimated 47,000 vehicles are 
held up in this area everyday. The state can find $935Mil for SCR Phase 1 but can't 
come up with the miniscule funding for our Rotary Flyover? lam sure every region 
in the Cominonwealth of Massachusetts has smaller highways projects that could 
benefit from State DOT spending, 





dipbe ail evens be bE fh nei enone Rad etd This sitio will be Greenbush 
2.0, You may spend an exorbitant amount of money but the ridership will be 
woefully over projected, This is extremely wasteful spending by the DOT, 


vOc-|L 




















an. = ert 1't believe you will ever build Phase 2, The SRC Phase 1 isa 
DOT project that will benefit very few Massachusetts residents, The DOT should be 
funding regional highway projects that benefit many. Stop increasing our fares to 
fund expanding the system, Stop spending our state tax dollar to benefit the few 
when lesser funds could be spent to benefit the many. 





The proposed SCR project provides no benefit to my community, It will only cause 
great harm. The additional rail service on the already unstable Old Colony line will 
further deteriorate existing service on all three lines, The State is [rresponsibly 
spending our tax and fare dollars. Repair and maintain system wide what you have 
first. Where is the outrage on the DOT's exorbitant spending to expand when 
existing Commuter rail, MBTA and Bus operations fail ona regular basis? 


If you would like to discuss any of my comments please do not hesitate to contact 


mie. 


Thank you, 


Cathleen M. Salley 


Patel, Purvi (EE 


From: Cathleen M. Salley <csaley@ bumslev.com> 

Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2018 3:17 PM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Cc: susan. pifford @mahouse. poy; thamas.calter@ pmail.com; 
selectmanirawley@ middleborough.com 

Subject: Additional SCR DSEIR comments Pilgrim Junction 

Attachments: IMG_3301.JPG; IMG_3302.JPG; IMG_3303.JPG; IMG_3304.JPG; IMG_ 


3305.JPG; IMG_3306.JPG; IMG_3307.JPG 


Good afternoon, Today | took in a later train at 8:07 am. | am usually on a much earlier train and don't 
get to view the full parking. This morning at that time the 769 space existing Middleboro/Lakeville 
commuter lot was approximately 80% full. About 610 to 620 of the spaces were filled, The proposed 
Pilgrim Junction parking lot projects 483 park & ride commuters. Coincidently 483 is the available 
number of non-accessible parking spaces. Today | and others would not have got a parking spot. A 
Pilgrim Junction station does not meet the criteria set for in the DSEIR due to the severely restricted 
parking. 


Cathleen Salley 
101 Marion Road 
Middleboro MA 02346 


Cathleen M Salley 
Controller 
D 617.345.3699 


csalley@burnslev.com 


Burns & Levinson LLP 

125 Summer Street Boston, MA 02110 
P 617.345.3000 | F 617.345.3299 
burnslev.com 


“Only print this e-mail if necessary. 

This e-mail message is intended only for the designated recipient(s). (t may contain confidential or 
proprietary information, and may be subject to the attorney-client privilege and/or other confidentiality 
protections. If you are not the intended recipient, you may not review, retain, disseminate, distribute or 
copy this communication. lf you have received this communication in error, please notify us 
immediately by telephone or reply e-mail, Thank you, 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) | 


From: Nona Sbordone <nona@annewhitingrealestate.com> 
Sent: Monday, March 19, 2018 9:14 PM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: South Coast Rail 





Nona Sbordone 
Realtor and Certified Home Stager 


Anne Whiting Real Estate 

250 Elm Street 

Dartmouth, MA 02748 
508-951-2429 
nona@annewhitingrealestate.com 
www.redesiging-interiors.com 
Top Producer 2017 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: e.sheryl91@qmail.com 

Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2018 2:58 PM 
To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: South Coast Rail Project 


Better access to higher earning wages, better access to universities, better access to 
medical specialists and more opportunity for travel and tourism are all of the reasons that 
160-1 we need to see phase 1 of the SouthCoast Rail Project completed by 2022. I urge all 


involved to make this a reality for the residents of Southeastern Massachusetts. Thank 


you. 


Sheryl Sears 

Berkshire Hathaway Home Services 
Mel Antonio Group Real Estate 
Cell: 508-742-5112 

Email: ssears@ melantoniore.com 





Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: george seaver <g.seaver@verizon.net> 
Sent: Monday, March 05, 2018 9:21 PM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA); Fox, Jean (DOT) 
Subject: South Coast Rail Spur to Bourne 


Dear Mr. Patel and Ms. Fox, 


| have been a resident of Bourne since 1967, and am contacting you to strongly oppose the extension of 
the MBTA to Buzzards Bay. 





Sincerely, 


George A. Seaver 

19 Mystery Lane 
Cataumet, MA. 02534 
508 564 4404 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Jody Seivert <jody@onexone.com> 

Sent: Wednesday, March 21, 2018 11:04 AM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA); Fox, Jean (DOT) 

Subject: South Coast Rail Support 

Importance: High 

Dear Secretary Beaton, Ms. Fox and Officer Patel, |urge you to support and pass the legislation needed 163-1 






are and ainment, ita brings a Jak ising and ati asta Ini 
New Bedford to aspiring professional and trades people who have been forced out of the Boston 
housing mark ricing and availabili 
Thank you so much, 
Jody 
Jody Seivert 


24 Winterville Road 

New Bedford, MA 02740 

jody@onexone.com 

877-663-9663 

cell/text: 413-822-5727 

www.onexone.com 
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A _jody.seivert- 





40wordpress.com&d=DwlFAg&c=IDF70MaPKXpkYvev9V- 
fVahWLOQWnGCCATCDz1Bns_ w&r=Uf3hQPyr79cpfFoGqureXZbLP _ AluHikFTQAsWbQ10&m=a0bnExBx 
AfFAC2S3nfBLI8XSmfNYUj2xIVfthACs80Q&s=e06 _VJzqsYUGvQIcA75tw2lifkVAFYZnILsySLFreE&e= 


Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: CINDY SENRA <csenra@comcast.net> 
Sent: Friday, March 16, 2018 1:26 PM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: Commuter rail to southcoast 


Better access to higher earning wages. better access to universities, better access to 
medical specialists and more opportunity for travel and tourism are all of the reasons 
that we need to see phase 1 of the SouthCoast Rail Project completed by 2022. I urge 


all involved to make this a reality for the residents of Southeastern Massachusetts. 
Thank you. 


I support the additional service to provide easier access to Boston. My daughter is in 
college in Boston and commutes everyday. We are unable to afford for her to live in 
Boston and her commute is about an hour and fourty five minutes each way. Between 
her commute, college and working she is getting burnt out. She commutes 5 days a 
week and this expansion would make life so much easier for her. 


Thank you 
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SOUTH COAST RAIL 
DOSER Camment Form 


This sheet is provided for your comments on the South Coast Rail Draft Supplemental Environmental 
impact Report (DSEIR). Your input is solicited and appreciated, Please return the sheet with your 
comments to a South Coast Rail staff member at the event, or mail to the following address by 
March 23, 2018, the last day comments are accepted: 


Secretary Matthew A. Beaton, FOEEA 
Attn: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) EEA #14346 
100 Cambridge Street, Sulte 900 

Boston, MA 02114 

or fax: 617-626-1181 

email: purvi.patel@state.ma_us 

or via hand delivery 


MassDOT would like to receive a copy of your letter, which you can email or mail to: 
Jean Fox (jean.fox@state.ma.us) 
MassDOT 
Ten Park Plaza, Room 4150 
Boston, MA 02116 


Ifyou need more space, please use the reverse, 
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Moby Dick Brewing Company, inc. 
We're Brewing Histary@ 

16 South Water Street 

New Bediord MA 02740 

www mobydiakbrawing. com 
774/202-6961 


Patel, Purvi (EEA) 





From: Ken Silva <ken.siva@owners.com> 

Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2018 5:17 PM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: Rail way Southeastern Ma 
David N, Slutz 
President 


To Whom it my concern, The rail way will bring, 


Mareh 21, 2078 


165-1 
Secretary Matthew A. Beaton, EOEEA 


Attn: MEPA Office (Purvi Patel) 





- —— = a EEA #14346 
a. 100 Cambridge Street, Suite 9L0 
Boston, MA 02114 


Ken Silva | Real Estate Professional 
Ken, Silva@owners.com | P: 774-218-0031 
MA License 09537969 Dear Secretary Beaton: 


Growing up in a suburban Chicago “train town" and now living in Lakeville | can speak first- 
hand of the power of this connection. Now as a brew pub owner in downtown New Bedford 
| see first-hand the power of the water connections for our city and believe strongly that the 
rail will only improve an already improving city. 


For far too long residents of SE MA have been without rail service — a service that will 
connect them to work opportunities in Boston, young people to higher education (from 
Bridgewater to Boston) and tourists looking to explore our fair city or head over to the 
islands. 





F p resident 
Moby Dick Brewing Company, Inc. 
davesiutzi@mobydickbrewing.com 


cc! Jean Fox - Jean.Fox@state.ma.us 


16 South Water Street, New Bedford, MA 02740 USA 
(605) 663-3717 - davesluiziimobydichorewing oar 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Ann Soares <annsoares56@icloud.com> From: Maggie Tomkiewicz <maggie @ milburyre.com> 
Sent: Monday, March 19, 2018 10:04 AM Sent: Friday, March 16, 2018 10:00 AM 
To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 
Subject: South rail Cc: Paul Chasse 
Subject: South Coast Rail 
This i h an important project for th h nd the environment. | look forwar h 
167-1 mopletion and h le who will benefit from mmuter train. 
Ann Soares 
Sent from my iPad I am a Realtor who has been working in the Dartmouth community for the past 26 


years. I work with many buyers from the greater Boston area looking for a summer 
home. They have been asking me for many, many years WHEN will the rail make it's 
way to the area? Th 

e residents of Southeastern Massachusetts deserve commuter rail service to Boston. 


168-1 Lhis service will help to bring affordable housing to the Greater Boston Area and 
additionally provide a host of economic opportunities to areas of the Southern triangle 


that have been promised rail service for so long. 
Please move Phase I forward now! 


Thank you 


Maggie Tomkiewicz 


Maggie Tomkiewicz 
Broker/Associate 
Milbury and Company 
Direct: 508 525 6489 


Office: 508 997 7400 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Erik Tracey <ETra poyantsigns.com> 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2018 6:27 PM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: MEPA office re:Southcoast rail comment 


To whom this may concern, 


Years ago the state did away with the cancellation of the route 24 expansion from 2 lanes to 3 
lanes from 495 to Taunton. 





Cj 


ad! If | had the choice 





MOU 


L VEDICIES Ol Une 
ould do it in a heartbeat! ! 





take a train to Bost 


\ certainly take a major é 
to instead of driving I w 
People of this region would much rather sit on a train in comfort and have a stress free 60 minute 
ride. I don’t understand how some people commute daily by themselves, that alone should be 
illegal! Think of the quality of life and that of your neighbors. [t would increase dramatically! 
Who knows someone may even smile al you on the train! 


Erik Tracey 


Installation Crew Chief 
Poyant Signs 

125 Samuel Barnet Boulevard 
New Bedford, MA 02745 
Office: 508-995-1777 

Cell: 917-577-4997 





Robert J. Lo Lrémouille 


Post OMice Box Febeb ls 
Cambridge, MA 02139 
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Cell’ 617-283-7649 
E-Mail: boblatG@yahoo, com 
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Secremry Matthew A, Beaton, FOREA Vis 
ATTN: MEPA Olfive (Purvi Patel), FEAG 14346 EP A 
10) Cambridge Street, Suite 900 

Hosoi, MA O24 


March 7, 2018 


RE: DSEIR, South Coast Rail, Middleborough / Lakeville Station 





|. Lrtrcrcdanet ign, 
2: [ext i 
3. 
dl 
a. 


ib. : 
7. Sevumary, 


Sir/Madam: 

1. Introduction. 

This will formalize and, slightly add to, iy comments al the North Dartmouth presentation last evening. 

ido not claim to have the very great Knowledge of (his situation which would be possessed by the local elected 
officials and Jong time residents of Middichoraugh and Lakeville, 1, however, seca possibility of being of 
USSISLNce in POININg OUL Aspects Of the changes proposed for the Middleborough/Lakeville station which simply 
hive not been made part of the conversation to dare. 

lam necordingly copying this communication to MassbOT, and to the Boards of Selecimen in Midilleborougli 
and Lakeville, 

if. Designate the part of houle 28 which passes over the propewed. Middleboroial irmin platforms as the 


Main Entrance 0 Middleborough Station, 


MassDOT 14 proposing temporary / permanent train platforms) under Route 28 in Middleborough about a block 
west oF Koute 105, 


MasslOT is proposing POSSIALY to provide access 19 Rowte 24, 


The secess should be permanent and the location should be designated us thie Main Entrance to the 
Middleborough Station. 


This location would give Middleborough a train station approximately halfa mile from Town Mall, ‘This would 
obviously be of preat value to Middleborough on ils own. 
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There is already considerable appropriate zoning, in place in the area, and jt is an ared ol merest to 
Middleborough for development. Additionally, the train station would be adjacent to the most heavily 
populated portion of Middleborough already, with obvious convenience to the residents. 


The existing roadway should be widened to allow drop-offs, pick-ups and U turns, At stale expense, of course, 


3, Consider use of the existing roadway from Route 28 to MassDOYT property Yor parking access. 


There is considerable concern about traffic impact. Using this existing access to the site could ameliorate traffic 
fears. Uhe roadway is between the two rail lines in question and goes exactly to the location where MassDOT is 
proposing parking. 


At state expense, of course 


4, Obtain added parking as necessary from the former car dealership through which MassDOT is currently 
proposing vehicle access to the parking at the station. 


This property has been vacant for 10, perhaps 20 (?) years. The owner would clearly be pleased to obtain the 
direct financial value of the transaction, 


Plus, however, the construction of the station would very clearly increase the value of a lot which has been 
wasteland for an extended period. 


Plus, the station parking on the existing former car dealership lot could be coordinated with development of the 
lot on a shared use parking basis, 


Shared use on nights and weekends is obvious. However, does MassDOT really need to regulate / charge for 
parking outside parking during the morning rush? ‘The existing parking lot at the station has considerable 
vacancies during off hours, The availability of this excess parking has obvious value, providing flexibility to 
MassDO'Tl, but it can also have value to the owner of the property. 


S. Sell the cxisting parking at Middleborough / Lakeville Station tor housing use. 

MassDOT states that actual train use by current residents of housing near the existing station is negligible, If 
this is the case, there very clearly are alternate reasons for the very clear success of the hausing which has been 
developed to date, Those reasons call for expansion of the housing area. A side benefit would be funds to the 


state for the sale. 


Lakeville would sce replacement of a large, tax exempt parking lot with more, tax generating, proven successful 
housing. 


At the same time, the train station really is not being maved that far, 


4. Provide access for the housing in the area of the current station Lo get to the new station, 


MassDOT proposed in earlier yersions of this proposal access trom the cxisting station parking lot along the 
train rack to the relocated station, 


Why not provide it unyway, bul for the residents of this area? People who moved in would continue to have the 
benefit af convenient train access WITHOUT THE NOISE DISADVANTAGE, And it could be used as a 
selling point for expansion of housing. 


DSEIR, South Coast Rail, Middleborough / Lakeville Page 3 
Mareh 7, 2018 


Access FOR ALL EXISTING AND PROPOSED HOUSING could be arranged from the existing complex 
abutting the tracks. Existing development sliould be readily modifiable to allow access to the propased 
pedesirian walk, WITH CARD CONTROL of access limiting access to the residents of the area, controlled by 
the relevant tanagement entities. 


Access should be to RESIDENTS OF THE AREA, not just to residents of the portion of the area abutting the 
tracks. 


Consideration should be given to additional access, also card controlled but obtained through Town Hall, for 
Lakeville residents who wish to walk to the station, However, the actual advantage to such residents of such em 
arrangement may be so minor as not to be worth the bother, either to the town or to the residents, 


The obvious pon high tech alternative to providing access to the path, of course, would be by MassDOT 
retaining a public right of way at the western edge of the parking lot, from the street to the access path. 


A right of way would leave a possible problem to the property owners of policing their parking lots to prevent 
parkers from using their parking lots as an alternative to paying MassDOT for parking. | suggest an access card 
system as preferable because the owners have management systems in place for control, and, 1 think, would 
much rather control card distribution than to police their parking lots, 


‘f Summary. 


MassDOT wants to move the Middleborough / Lakeville station for the benefit of the New Bedford and Fall 
Riverareas, With the above added thinking, a lot could be done with minimal harm, and 4 lot of benefit, to the 
parties concerned, 


Please notice, once again, | do not claim to know the Jocal needs as do the local officials. | am just trying to 
assist in the planning based on my two years of actual railroad experience, a lot of commuter rail commuting, 
personal knowledge of Middleborough, possible personal benefit from the relocation of the station, and decades 
of practical and frequently major, planning experience in municipal and transportation fields. 


‘Those ideas are offered because current planning has failed to recognize points which] consider significant, If 
it were not for this defect in planning, | would not be commenting. 


Sine ly, 
‘Sobek ELLY pdt 
if ) cove’ Te heme ee. 


Robert J. La Trém 


rille 
ce: Boards of Selectmen, Middicborough and Lakeville 


Jean Fox 

MassDOT 

Ten Park Plaza, Room 4150 
Boston, MA (12116 


elLc-l 


171-1 


Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From; John Vaughn <jvaughn @jackconway.com> 
Sent: Friday, March 16, 2018 10:12 AM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Ce: Karen Almeida 

Subject: Southcoast Rail 

Dear Purvi, 








Thank you, 


John 


John Vaughn, Realtor® 


Jack Conway Inc Realtors 
Mattapoisert, MA 02730 

Cell 508 789 7536 

Office 508 758 4944 


(vauenn@lackeoowey.com 


bree 


Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Vaughan, Nathan <Nathan. Vaughan@bnstolcc.edu> 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2078 11:08 AM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: South Coast Rail 











111 will finally be » reality fora region t a left be 
prosperity. While this "Phase |" proposal was not my original favorite proposal, we have waited too lang 
and been promised too many times of a reliable alternative transportation link to Boston. | am writing to 
express my full support for Phase |. This project will connect not only residents to cultural, and economic 
locations of interest but take thousands of cars off already congested highways, connect STUDENTS to 
all that Boston has to offer and even provide them a connection to Bridgewater State University. These 
advantages should not be overlooked for a region who suffers from some of the lowest educational 
attainment rates in the state and some of the highest unemployment rates. Thank you for all of your 
work and that of staff in your office for making South Coast Rail a real reality. While | am optimistic, we 
in the South Coast will not settle until we take that maiden train ride to Boston fram New Bedford. 


Thank you for your time. 


-Nate 


Nathan C Vaughan 
Administrative Assistant - New Bedford 
£00 Purchace Toreet Naw Bechend, Ma 07 7dp 

Pint 774357 00S Fane 774257 S68 
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FW: 19 worcester st new bedford - MassDOT South Coast Rail Page 2 of 2 


From: norman [mailto:N.Vieira@comcast.net] 
Sent: Monday, March 12, 2018 12:12 PM 

To: Fox, Jean (DOT) 

Subject: 19 worcester st new bedford 


good morning Jean 
ae nie ; ee 174-1 
| am writing my concerns about the commuter rail line that will be running in the near future . 
My home abuts the rail line with this advent not to faraway and the north end stop that will constructed 
soon has raised great concern. 


THE home me and my wife and son reside in at 19 worcester st in new bedford realize the area is 
changing to meet the need for the rail line not just for commuting to work and travel but to help cut down 
on green house gases i personal y have made the same efforts by use energy star rated appliances led 
bulbs etc. 


My concerns are the home is nearly 100 years old added stress such as ground vibration noise decibels 
increasing rail line activity such as the loud horns used when crossing and a increase of traffic will there be 
an increase in crime and will property value suffer_with that said the other concern is behind the house the 
wetland and trees which provide a canape also any changes to the land drainage that could go badly or 
could greatly improve things . 


With the industrial line it is tolerable but still vibration through out the house is felt i have made some 
improvement to try to cut down noise and vibration but it sounds like being in a drum inside the home 
and vibration is still the same so | can only say it will get worse when the commuter line starts running 
hopefully these things can be worked out . 


| have seen some renderings that you have sent in the past to me they look nice but there again they are 
subject to change to improve thing for the common good so with that said my concerns are with what 
pertains to what will affect my family and i as to the changes for the kings highway area it could be a 
great part of the city of new bedford as long as it is done rite and with respect to the city and it residence 
could possibly be huge benefit to the community. 


Sincerely 


Mr. and Mrs. Norman &Beth Vieira 


https://outlook.office365.com/owa/SouthCoastRail@dot.state.ma.us/?viewmodel=ReadMe... 3/13/2018 


Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Gloria Vincent <glojovee@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2018 4:47 PM 
To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: Phase 1 proposal 


Please make use of the existing, in use track,which currently runs up to Middleboro, MA. I am in 
support of the South Coast rail service.Please move this project forward. This will alleviate air 
pollution as it will take many vehicles from the road, create jobs and encourage tourism. 


Gloria Vincent 
Rochester, MA. 
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Steve Voluckas 
PO Box 784 
Fairhaven, MA 02719 


RECEIVED 


] 
Add | JUIA 


Sec, Matthew A, Beaton, EOEEA AA 
100 Cambridge St, Suite 900 MEPA 


Boston, MA 02114 March 1, 2018 


Dear Sec, Beaton 


Since September 2016, | have attended several hearings concerning South Coast Rall that 
more correctly should be expanded to include South Eastern Mass. Rall or SEMRail, | have 
submitted numerous comments, in person, by email, and by letter to the MassDOT, 







Gente aod PPD 
Airport as part of SEM Rail, and the benefits of using the ATA secondary, Taunton is eliminated 
from SCR, and the proposed East Taunton Station would be an Unreasonable alternative. 


The DSEIA. description of the Attleboro Routing Option, does not even mention Taunton, and 
describes the need for additional rails on the NEC to/from Boston, ignoring the fact that 
between Mansfield and South Attleboro, there are four tracks that pass through Attleboro 
Station.. This would allow integration of additional service, without interfering with existing 
service, The issue of reverse motion operation should not be a problem, because several 
current trains on the NEC operate in reverse motion, being driven from the last car with the 
engine pushing from the rear, 


The phased approach of providing limited SCR service (without Taunton), via the 
Middleboro Option, still requires several years before implementation. 


My Jan. 3, 2017 letter outlined a better strategy of initiating SCR/SEMR service starting with 
shuttle service between Tauriton and Attlebora, and expanding as reconstruction of the 
“southern triangle” and the Middleboro secondary progress. | had suggested a Tri station at 
Weir Junction TTN, allowing cross platform transfers, and integration of the mythical Stowgliton 
Electric service in the future, Taunton residents probably would prefer connecting service via 
ATB over limited service in East Taunton, or WAITING for the Stoughton Electric, Most would 
prefer regular service to/from Providence over no service to Boston. 


A revised strategy would be fora "Taunton Central Station” TCS (previously considered 
behind the RMV), that would eliminate 6 of 20 grade crossings between Talinton and ATB, and 
could be initiated in months rather than years (ATB secondary in better condition), 


In addition to connecting shuttle service, existing MBTA service between Boston and 
Providence could be extended to include TCS, Example: the current MBTA #843 train 
effectively repositions to ATB where it returns to 5ST as #842. This train could depart 5ST 
slightly earlier, arriving at TCS where 4842 would originate, returning via ATB as scheduled. 
There are probably other times during the day when trains from SST or PVD could travel via ATB 
to TCS, and initiate return trips. 


My letter of April 13, 2017 describes the potential for great economic benefit for Taunton 
and SCR/SEMR communities by direct access to NYC service, Acela service from NYC takes 
three hours to PVD. So imagine people leaving NYC, three hours later arriving in PVD, crossing 
the platform to board a train departing to TCS via ATB, and arriving less than 30 minutes later. 
Eventually that train could continue on to New Bedford, or Fall River, or Middleboro, or 
Wareham, or Buzzards Bay, or Cape Cod, 


The ATB secondary would allow for more efficient operation of SEMR, and without 


| Megatively impacting people on the MDB line, who do not want more trains. A circular pattern 


‘ould operate providing one way northbound trains during the morning peak and one way 
south baund during the afternoon. Return trains could travel as coupled trains between SST 

and Mansfield, ATB, or TCS (depending on destination), where they would decouple, with half 
pbearani to one destination, and half to another, If coupling/decoupling is not an option (| 
ever reqeivedian answer to this), and/or traffic on the NEC does not permit, return trains could 
utilize the Grariklin line, Walpole junction, Foxboro tracks, Mansfield Junction, and a short 
stretch of NEC to/from ATB. 


Attached are some PowerPoint slides of DSEIR maps with arrows, to illustrate how this 
pattern might look. A couple of aerial view slides of Taunton showing TCS and TTN, the number 
of grade crossings, and how elevated tracks (more expensive but...) could improve safety and 
operations, while considering the probability of future flooding due to the proximity of the 
Taunton River and surrounding wetlands. 


Please consider my input while considering the DSEIR and planning for the future 
development of rail service that could truly benefit ALL citizens of Massachusetts. 


Thank you. 


Lia Le 


Steve Voluckas 
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Steve Voluckas 
PO Box 784 
Fairhaven, MA 02719 


Jean Fox & Kim Dobosz 
MassDOT / MBTA 

Ten Park Plaza, Suite 3910 
Boston, MA 02116 January 3, 2017 
Dear Ms Fox and Ms Dobosz 


Thank you for your letter of November 22, 2016 regarding suggestions made in support of 
South Coast Rail 


As a citizen/taxpayer, | am all too familiar with the constraints and limitations placed on state 
agencies, especially during the recent financial crisis, [( is incumbent on all agencies to find the 
mast cost effective ways to provide services and infrastructure that will benefit the greatest 
number of people. 


At recent SCR hearings, there was universal support for the “Middleboro MDB option” by the 
SC cities of New Bedford WWB and Fall River FLR, mainly to get SCR wp and running, after 25 
years of delays. The SC city of Taunton TIN was opposed to MDB, because it essentially cut 
that city out of SCR, and the proposed “limited service” would be unacceptably long. TIN 
preferred to wait for the “promised” Stoughton Electric option. 





If MassDOT and the MBTA are truly committed to SCR and wish to start it for the minimum 
investment, minimum new construction, minimum additional equipment, with the greatest 
probability of success, and benefitting the most people, the ATB option should be revisited. 

Your ridership analysis should reveal a preference for frequent “connecting service” (via ATB) 
over limited and lengthy “through service” (via MDB), especially if the travel times were 
essentially the same. ATE would offer connections with existing MBTA service of 
approximately 20 trips per weckday to/from Boston, 20 trips to/from Providence, with 7 
trips that extend to/from TF Green Airport. The MDB line only offers approximately 10 trips 
per weekday to/from Boston, with the proposed “limited” SCR service only offering 6 trips per 
day. 


ATB service could be started by using the money that would have been needed upgrading the 
MDB secondary, to upgrade the ATB secondary (same length), and build a station in TTN, 
preferably at the location recommended. One train could shuttle back and forth between TTN 
and ATB, providing connections to Boston, Providence, and TF Green. The TTN train would 
join the NEC tracks at ATB junction, traveling south (1000 fi) to the ATB-N (northbound) 
platform, where passengers would unload, with passengers connecting to PVD or TFG crossing 
to the ATB-S (southbound) platform. The TTN train would then retreat onto the ATB 
secondary, where it would wait until the northbound MBTA train to Boston passes, then return to 
ATE-N, where passengers from BOS, PVD, ar TFG would board, and then depart for TTN, 


While and until the “southern triangle” is reconstructed, passengers could be bused between 
NWB and/or FLR. and TTN, which would establish a level of service that would exist when 
Service on each of the southern legs is opened. Al that point, additional train(s) would be 
required, lo provide service through TTN to/from ATB, 


When/if money becomes available to upgrade the MDB secondary service could be added via 
MDB, which would provide additional options for those traveling to/from BOS. Service could 
be extended to Wareham and Buzzards Bay, which would then become part of South Eastem 
Massachusetts Rail SEMR. 


Eventually, when the Stoughton Electric extension js completed, it would provide new service 
via TTN to SCR/SEMR destinations, with a level of demand already established, 


This seems like more measured approach to starting and expanding SCR, than beginning with 
a service pattern that would be unacceptable to many, and seemingly designed to fail. 


There seems to be three major obstacles to providing SCR via the ATB option: 
|. CSX still owns/controls/operates the ATB secondary 
2. NIMBY opposition to any train service passing through the town of Norton 
3. The number of grade crossings in TTN on the ATB secondary 


Please offer the enclosed suggestions to the upcoming Boards of Director meetings of the 
MBTA and MassDOT, as a possible solution to getting SCR up and running, and providing 
commuter rail Service to southeastern Massachusetts that is long overdue. 


Thank you for your time and efforts in improving Massachusetts transportation, 


Sincerely, 


Steve Voluckas 
Email: yvoluckas@hotmail.com 
Phone: 508-737-3224 


ofa E 


Steve Voluckas 
PO Box 784 
Fairhaven, MA 02719 


MassDOT / MBTA 
SCR Meeting 
Dartrnouth, MA April 13, 2017 


Dear MassDOT/MBTA 


There appears to be a huge lack of VISION on the part of 
MassDOT and MBTA, only seeing South Coast Rail as a remote 
branch of commuter rail serving Boston, 


In most comments submitted, I pointed out two major flaws in the 
planning and implementation of SCR. First, is the myopic focus only 
on commuter rail service between the South Coast and Boston, while 
ignoring the equal or greater need for service to Providence, the 
world to the west, and the region to the east including Cape Cod. 

Second is elimination of Taunton TTN as the rail hub and from 
SCR, as in the current proposal. 


‘My suggestions have mainly focused on using the Attleboro ATB 
secondary and the Taunton rail hub, as the key to opening the entire 
southeastern Massachusetts as a transportation NETWORK. 


If MassDOT and MBTA are truly committed to SCR and wish to 
start it for the minimum investment, minimum new construction, 
minimum additional equipment, with the greatest probability of success, 
and benefitting the most people, the ATB option needs to be revisited. 
Ridership analysis should reveal a preference for frequent “connecting 
service” (via ATB) over limited and lengthy “through service” (via 
MDB-Middleboro), especially if the travel times were essentially the 
same. ATB would offer connections with existing MBTA service of 
approximately 20 trips per weekday to/from Boston, 20 trips 
to/from Providence, with 7 trips that extend to/from TF Green 


Airport. Providence service is a FREE add on. 


The MDB line only offers approximately 12 trips per weekday 
to/from Boston, with the proposed “limited” SCR service offering fewer. 


ATB service could be added using the money that would have 
been needed for the MDB secondary (same length), and to build a 
station in TTN (at recommended location). 


One train could shuttle back and forth between TTN and ATB, 
providing connections to Boston, Providence, and TF Green. 


The TTN train would join the NE Corridor tracks at ATB 
junction, traveling south (1000 ft) to the ATB-N (northbound) 
platform, where passengers would unload, with passengers 
connecting to PVD or TFG crossing to the ATB-S (southbound) 
platform. 


The TTN train would then retreat onto the ATB secondary, 
waiting until the northbound MBTA train to Boston passes, then 
return to ATB-N, where passengers from BOS, PVD, or TFG would 
board, and depart for TTN. On some trips, the TTN train could be 
used for Boston service, (such as 7:12 ATB originating train) 
thereby not requiring a change of trains. 


While and until the “southern triangle” is reconstructed, 
passengers could be bused between New Bedford and/or Fall River 
and TTN, which would establish a level of service that would exist 
when service on each of the southern legs is opened. At that point, 
additional train(s) would be required, to provide service through 
TTN to/from ATB. 


When/if money becomes available to upgrade the MDB secondary 
service could be added via MDB, which would provide additional 
options for those traveling to/from BOS. Service could be extended 
to Wareham and Buzzards Bay, which would then become part of 
South Eastern Massachusetts Rail (SEMRail). 


Occ-l 


Eventually, when the Stoughton Electric extension is completed, it 
would provide new service via TTN to SCR/SEMR destinations, 
with a level of demand already established. 


This seems like more measured approach to starting and expanding 
SCR, than beginning with a service pattern that would be unacceptable 
to many, and seemingly designed to fail. 


There seems to be three major obstacles to providing SCR via the 
ATB option: 

1, CSX still owns/controls/operates the ATB secondary 

2. NIMBY opposition to any train service through the town of Norton 

3. The number of grade crossings in TTN on the ATB secondary 


We all celebrate the success of the Cape Flyer. People on the 
Cape have always wished for a weekend train from NYC, but it 
would have to go to Braintree before turning to the Cape, adding 
almost an hour to the trip. 


Imagine if someone in NYC could board an Acela train, three 
hours later arrive in Providence, and walk across the platform to 
board a Cranberry Flyer train that came from TF Green Airport. 
The CranFlyer would depart for Attleboro; turn east to Taunton, 
Middleboro, Wareham, Buzzards Bay, and the Cape, Other trains 
could go to New Bedford or Fall River. 


This would transform SEMRail into a transportation network, 
and still provide service to Boston, with a choice of three routes 
from TTN: via ATB, via Stoughton, and via MDB. 

Isn’t this a better vision of the future? 


Thank you for your efforts improving Massachusetts transportation, 


Sincerely, 
Steve Voluckas 


Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Steve Voluckas <voluckas@ hotmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, March 05, 2018 4:37 PM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: SMER3 

Attachments: SCRTaumonNewProposal3.ppix 

Dear Secretary Beaton 


On Friday | mailed comments to your office regarding the upcoming SCR DSEIR hearing 
scheduled March 6 at UMASS Dartmouth. 


Part of that submittal included some slides as visual representation of what! was describing, 
but those had a couple of typos, Please replace those images with the enclosed PowerPoint 
slides that should provide better understanding. 


Thank you. 


Steve Voluckas 
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Massachusetts Bay Figure 2-2: Potential Phase 1 Routes Using Existing 
Transportation Authority Rail Infrastructure 
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RECEIVED 
Steve Voluckas 


PO Box 784 MAR 22 2048 
Fairhaven, MA 02719 
MEPA 


Sec, Matthew A. Beaton, EOEEA 


100 Cambridge St, Suite 900 
Boston, MA 02114 March 20, 2018 


Dear Secretary Beaton 


These comments are supplemental to previous submissions, most recently dated March 1. 


The DSEIR under consideration contains most of the comments and suggestions | have 
submitted since September 2016, plus a summary along with responses on pages G-444 thru G- 
448 (ID 93.01-.09). It answers some of my questions, yet totally ignores others. 


Almost all suggestions proposed MBTA service between SCR and SEMR locations and 
Providence, citing equal or greater transportation needs and economic benefits. There was no 





= d n h ther en similar hearings 
during this SCR process, Again, no word as to why SEMR was not evaluated. 
r n i NTON he rail hub f SCR/SEMR, rather 


than bypassing it until the Stoughton Electric is built. Suggestions included a more practical 
strategy for implementing SCR/SEMR, beginning with Taunton. Maybe a separate project of 
providing Taunton Rail service could be considered, so as not to further delay SCR. 





was aerate sel given no eae consideration, it kets not examine site = Weadlbtty of 


ing rail vi n Att! nd Providence, and that except for a 4 mile section 
i c | hree or four tracks (NEC + 1 or 
2) and space where these tracks could be upgraded. 


Obstacles to the Attleboro Option are that the tracks are still owned by CSX, there is 
considerable NIMBY opposition to trains passing through Norton, and the number of grade 
crossings in Taunton, Included are illustrations of how a central station and elevated tracks in 
Taunton could help reduce the grade crossing problem. 


Vec-l 


The Attleboro Secondary is a key to the success of SCR/SEMR! It opens the entire region as 
part of a rail network, and allows several options to make service more reliable, less impacting 
to communities, while making SCR/SEMR financially viable and sustainable. 


The PILGRIM JUNCTION STATION concept was envisioned as another key part of the 
§CR/SEMR network, providing service to Boston as well as service to/from Providence and TF 
Green Airport as well as Cape Cod. This suggestion was included in this DSEIR. 


Finally, suggestions of the Attleboro Option would allow a circular pattern that would permit 
alternate routing to reposition trains and utilizing COUPLING/DECOUPLING TRAINS as a way to 
increase capacity during peak periods. MBTA policy of only coupling/decoupling empty trains, 
the limitations of platform lengths, need for double stopping, and South Station limitations 
clarifies issues with this suggestion. 


Please add these comments supporting SCR and the approval of the DSEIR. After 25 years, it 
is TIME FOR RAIL SERVICE! 


Thank you. 


Bt b~ 


Steve Voluckas 
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Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Stanley Voluckas <voluckas @ gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2018 9:05 AM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: SCR DSEIR Supplemental Comments 
Attachments: MEPA_NewComments2018.docx 

Good Morning Purvi 


Attached are supplemental comments regarding the SCR DSEIR. 


I mailed a hard copy, along with some previously submitted illustrations, on Tuesday, so you 
should receive them today or tomorrow. 


It was nice meeting you at the SCR hearing at UMASS Dartmouth earlier this 
month. Unfortunately, I was not able to attend the Taunton hearing. 


Hopefully, this will mark the beginning rebirth of SCR. 
Thank you. 


Steve Voluckas 


Léc-l 


176-1 


176-2 


Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: mindywallis @ gmail.com on behalf of Mindy Wallis <wallistech@ gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2018 8:07 PM 

To: Fox, Jean (DOT); Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: Support for SouthCoast Rail 


Iam a recent transplant to New Bedford and I have seen firsthand the challenges for individuals and the 
community-at-large because of the lack of access to commuter rail service.The residents of Southeastern 
Massachusetts deserve a reliable commuter rail service to connect them to the Greater Boston area. 


This service will not only help to make affordable housing more accessible to those in the Greater Boston 
Area, it will provide better access to higher paid employment, higher education, medical specialists. and 
more opportunity for travel and tourism for the residents of the South Coast. 


Please, we need to see phase 1 of the SouthCoast Rail Project completed by 2022. Please, make this a 
reality for the residents of Southeastern Massachusetts. 


Thank you. 


Melanie Wallis 


177-1 


Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Joan Wickersham <joanwick@comcast.net> 
Sent: Sunday, February 25, 2018 1:15 PM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA); Fox, Jean (DOT) 
Subject: south coast rail 


I heartily support the decision to pursue the Middleborough route for South Coast Rail 
commuter (and also passenger!!) service. 


Joan R. Wickersham 


8cc-l 


178-1 


Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Marji Wyatt <marji.wyatt2017@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, March 21, 2018 12:38 PM 
To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: Rail service to NB area 


The residents of Southeastern Massachusetts deserve commuter rail service to Boston. 


This service will help to bring affordable housing to the Greater Boston Area and 
additionally provide a host of economic opportunities to areas of the Southern triangle 


that have been promised rail service for so long. 
Thank you. 


Marji Maddigan-Wyatt 
mmaddiganwyatt@kinlingrover.com 


179-1 


Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Stella Xifaras-Piva <stella@upperdeckltd.com> 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2018 1:17 AM 

To: Patel, Purvi (EEA) 

Subject: WE NEED THE RAIL 


WE HAVE 2 retail shops in the downtown new bedford area 

We have apartments all this in area 

The greater new Bedford area has all kinds of beaches, restaurants and shops that could benefit from 
this tremendously 

So many students would be able to go to the city like boston, etc. for school, fun, shows, etc. 


And the same with the students in the boston area.....they can visit as well!! 


Everyone | hav Ik in our ar rts this and h n looking forwar hearin h 
rail 


Please feel free t contact me if you need any further information 


6cc-| 


Patel, Purvi (EEA) 


From: Fox, Jean (DOT) <Jean.Fox@dot.state.ma.us> 

Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2018 10:08 AM 

To: Nancy Farrell (Reginavilla); Sarah Paritsky (Regina Villa Associates); Patel, 
Purvi (EEA); Patel, Purvi (ENV) (purvi.patel@state.ma.us) 

Subject: FW: we need the rail !! 


Another comment, albeit brief! 


From: Stella Xifaras-Piva [mailto:stella@upperdeckitd.com] 
Sent: Thursday, March 22, 2018 1:18 AM 


To: Fox, Jean (DOT) 
Subject: we need the rail !! 


So many people want this, need this to continue in their business, et. 


Please let me know what information you need to help get this done 


OECc-L 


56-1 Rahim Aghai The rail could offers many young & educated generations in our area the opportunity to live in our area and |MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
have the access to work in Boston, Quincy or RT 24 area with high tech companies. 

56-2 Rahim Aghai Also Southcoast area has more affordable rental rates which could enable the young generation from big MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
city who currently not able to afford to live in the metropolitan area to participate in the “big city” job 
market. 

57-1 


Melinda Ailes | would like to strongly recommend that the DSEIR be accepted without additional review, that the we MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
move forward with this initiative and that we also move forward simultaneously with the preferred 


Stoughton Route. 

















58-1 Howe Allen I'm in complete favor of the SouthCoast rail project. For those of us who must commute to Boston it will be |MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
a great time and money saver as well as better for our environment. 

59-1 Karen Bailey | am writing to you today to ask for your support for the South Coast Rail. Better access to higher earning MassDOT thanks you for your support. 

Almeida wages, better access to universities, better access to medical specialists and more opportunity for travel and 

tourism are all of the reasons that we need to see phase 1 of the South Coast Rail Project completed by 
2022. 

60-1 Stacy Antonio Better access to higher earning wages, better access to universities, better access to medical specialists and |MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
more opportunity for travel and tourism are all of the reasons that we need to see phase 1 of the South 
Coast Rail Project completed by 2022. 

61-1 Debrah Atteberry |For too long the residents of Southeastern Massachusetts have been without passenger rail service to MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
Boston. | urge you to complete phase 1 of the project by its intended date of 2022. 

61-2 Debrah Atteberry |The residents of Southeastern Massachusetts deserve commuter rail service to Boston. This service will help |MassDOT thanks you for your support. 


to bring affordable housing to the Greater Boston Area and additionally provide a host of economic 
opportunities to areas of the Southern triangle that have been promised rail service for so long. 


62-1 Tracy Silva We NEED a proper Southcoast Rail service much like the Long Island Rail Road in NY. MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 
Barbosa 


62-2 Tracy Silva Rolling schedule of convenient travel times, and speed MassDOT will continue to refine the schedule and operations for Phase 1 of the South 
Barbosa Coast Project. This will include the possibility of express trains and skip stops to provide 
shorter travel times to and from the South Coast Region. 





63-1 Nicholas Christ - |The two phase approach offers significant time and cost savings, which make near-term commuter rail MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
BayCoast Bank {service to the South Coast a real possibility. 


63-2 Nicholas Christ - |The economic development opportunities offered by South Coast Rail will be important drivers in the future |As described in Corridor Plan, the Full Build Project is anticipated to result in economic 
BayCoast Bank __Jof the region. Further, the recently published Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact Report benefits and growth in jobs and households within the South Coast Region. Economic 


demonstrates the benefits of expanded commuter rail service to the South Coast impacts are also a result of MassDOT's continued support of smart-growth land use 


policies by providing technical assistance grants to communities throughout the South 
Coast Region. More information about the positive impacts from the SCR Project can be 
found in the South Coast Rail Economic Development and Land Use Corridor Plan. 


64-1 Andrea Belanger |For too long the residents of Southeastern Massachusetts have been without passenger rail service to MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
Boston. | urge you to complete phase 1 of the project by its intended date of 2022. 





Lec-L 


Comment # 


65-1 Claudia Bender |Better access to higher earning wages, better access to universities, better access to medical specialists and 
more opportunity for travel and tourism are all of the reasons that we need to see phase 1 of the 
SouthCoast Rail Project completed by 2022. 


66-1 Scott Bernard | do not believe, however, that the phased plan proposed will result in the quality service that the South 
Coast, and indeed South Eastern Massachusetts deserves. As a matter of fact, | firmly believe that the phased 
version of this project will result in a further deterioration to already defective commuter rail service along 


the already overburdened Old Colony Line. 


66-2 Scott Bernard Additionally, with the increased distance between the two new rail termini, any delay prior to Middleboro 


will only be magnified. 


66-3 Scott Bernard | will hazard to suggest that if MassDOT decides to move forward with this plan (over the combined 
objections of the towns of Middleboro and Lakeville and the City of Taunton) the result will be (as former 
New Bedford Mayor Lang, a supporter of SCR and Phase |, put it) that Phase II, or the Stoughton Option, will 
be effectively be killed 

67-1 Debby Boiros For too long the residents of Southeastern Massachusetts have been without passenger rail service to 
Boston. Route 24 has had an inordinate amount of traffic, thus more accidents as people travelling from Fall 


River, New Bedford and Taunton and even Tiverton, RI use this route to the Boston area. 


67-2 Debby Boiros | am 66 years old, a Realtor and have been hearing about a rail since | was 15. Areas that were not 


considered long ago now have the rail system yet the forgotten stepsister is still waiting. 


68-1 Bill Boles Before | retired and became a realtor , | commuted to BOSTON everyday by car. The commute was 
exhausting. The option of going to the train station in Middleboro was not appealing because | lived in 
Dartmouth. The ride to the station would have taken 30 to 40 mins. | might as well have kept driving to 


BOSTON. 
68-2 Bill Boles The train would not only would have helped me, but countless others to lessen the burden of driving to 
BOSTON . The train would lower the amount of commuter traffic. It would lessen concerns about air quality. 


68-3 Bill Boles Another reason to have train service , would be to have professionals who cannot afford homes in the 


METRO BOSTON area, to be able to buy homes here at a lower price and commute. These professionals 


would add tax property income to all towns and they would become a part of a community 


68-4 Bill Boles The most viable option is the MIDDLEBORO track . This is less expensive and would suffice the needs of all 


the residents. Taunton and Fall River should be able to connect to MIDDLEBORO. Taunton has voiced the 


or Middleboro , if the connection by track is not viable. 


MassDOT thanks you for your support. 


Operational considerations such as the Old Colony Main Line capacity were used to 
develop the operations plan for Phase 1. Phase 1 service will be achieved by extending the 
Middleborough Commuter Rail line, and utilizing only one new train set to achieve the 
service without further constraining the system. 


Operational considerations such as distance to new termini were used to develop the 
operations plan for Phase 1. Phase 1 service will be achieved by extending the 
Middleborough Commuter Rail line and utilizing only one new train set to achieve the 
service without further constraining the system. 


The Administration is committed to advancing the design and permitting of the Full Build 
Project, while Phase 1 construction gets underway. 


Provision of commuter rail service to Southeastern Massachusetts is the goal of the South 
Coast Rail Project. Providing this service by 2022 is the goal of Phase 1. 


MassDOT thanks you for your support. 


MassDOT thanks you for your support. 


MassDOT thanks you for your support. MassDOT agrees, SCR will help take vehicles off the 
highways, improve air quality and offer a more comfortable commute. 


MassDOT thanks you for your comment. This sentiment has often been expressed in our 
meetings by those would like to remain living in Southeastern Massachusetts. 


Thank you for the support of the Phase 1 service utilizing the Middleborough alignment. 
During Phase 1 MassDOT is working with GATRA to provide shuttle bus service to station 


most concerns . | was wondering if a shuttle service could be entertained to get folks in Taunton ,to Fall River|locations to facilitate ridership from Taunton and other municipalities. 





ctc-l 


Comment # 


69-1 = Boragine There will be increased traffic around route 28 Rotary and the Project could possibly add dangerous The proposed station at Pilgrim Junction Station is located proximate to Route 495 and is 
chemicals to Middleboro drinking water. The traffic "study" was one day, didn't take into account the not anticipated to result in traffic patterns that will increase traffic in and around the Route 
difference between traffic in June and other times of the year - there are seasonal traffic differences that 28 rotary. 
must be accounted for. 


the Full Build. The design and permitting for the Full Build are advancing and will continue 


Lisa Boragine The South Coast rail project has had numerous studies that show the Stoughton route is much preferred. The Administration is committed to advancing the design and permitting of the Full Build 
Project. The use of Middleborough Secondary as a Phase 1 service is not an alternative to 
to advance as Phase 1 construction gets underway. 





Lisa Boragine We need to go electric, it's the best way for the state to reduce its carbon footprint Although the Phase 1 Service will continue to use diesel locomotives, the analysis included 
the phasing of cleaner-burning locomotives into the fleet through-out the system by 2030. 
The Full Build Project includes the use of electric locomotives. 
Lisa Boragine So why is the Middleboro route being completed at all? There needs to be an investigation into who As described in the DSEIR, the Phase 1 project will build 56% of the infrastructure needed 
specifically financially benefits from this Middleboro plan, because it makes no sense to spend limited state {for the Full Build. Constructing this portion of the project early results in an overall cost 
funds on this transportation plan. There already is a Middleboro station. savings by reducing future escalation of construction costs. 









Lisa Boragine We don't need a second station when the people of Fall River and the people of New Bedford still have zero |SCR Phase 1 will provide access to Fall River and New Bedford through the construction of 
access. Fall River Depot Station, Kings Highway, and Whale's Tooth Stations. Chapter 2 describes 
station locations and phased service 


Crystal Baldwin |Please bring early commuter rail service to New Bedford, Fall River and Taunton. This is innovative, costs less |MassDOT thanks you for your support. 


and avoids some of the very tricky environmental challenges posed by only using the "Stoughton Route” 





Crystal Baldwin | This rail would allow students to commute from anywhere along the line. A Taunton resident could save MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
tuition by commuting to Umass Dartmouth vs into Boston 


Crystal Baldwin _|As a Fairhaven resident, | appreciate that my daughters and | would be able to commute into Boston. MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
Families would be more likely to take a trip into Boston 


David Brodeur |The New Bedford area in particular has very little job growth Improved mobility and fostering more livable communities in the South Coast will aid in 
increasing the economic output of these areas. Service will connect people to new 
opportunities across the region. 

David Brodeur __|There are a lot of people from the area commuting daily The Project will provide more than 1,600 new daily trips from the South Coast Region to 
Boston, improving mobility and access, while reducing accidents and vehicle miles traveled 
on roadways. 


David Brodeur Tne area Is depressed and this can only help. | anne been part owner of a retail business in the Kings 


Abraham Brody |Dualize all railway lines at each station so delays dive to snow are less problematic on the Old Colony lines 


Abraham Brody |Build a monorail down route 3 to Sagamore and even Cape Cod. MassDOT thanks you for your comment. Future Commuter Rail Service to the Cape will be 
Studied as a separate project. 
72-3 Abraham Brody |Build a monorail between South Station and North Station. MassDOT thanks you for your comment. North/South connections in Boston have long 
been considered as a separate project. 


MassDOT thanks you for your support. 


Thank you for your comment. While SCR Phase 1 incorporates system operations to ensure 





planning for additional system wide improvements, the scope of SCR is ongoing as part of 


the Commuter Rail Vision and Focus40 program. 
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tec" 


72-4 Abraham Brody |Electrify all lines to offer faster service. Kingston to Braintree can be done in half an hour if electric engines |Phase 1 will utilize diesel engines for service to avoid the extensive cost and disruptive 
are used. service shutdowns that would be required along the Old Colony lines to electrify service to 


Boston. The Full Build will include the use of electric locomotives. 


72-5 Abraham Brody _|Fix the connection to Plymouth so backtracking does not need to be done to enter Plymouth, and offer MassDOT thanks you for your comment. Service to Plymouth is outside the scope of this 
more trains to Plymouth. filing. 





72-6 Abraham Brody |For the New Bedford Extension, make sure New Bedford trains only take an hour to get Boston. If that MassDOT is continuing to investigate options for reducing trip times. Operational 
means reducing the stops for New Bedford trains, that would help. refinements will continue through design and operation of Phase 1. 


Abraham Brody |Use Snowplow engines on both sides of the commuter rails and set them up before storms. That will help MassDOT thanks you for your comment. MBTA operations continues to improve systems 











get trains moved out quicker when it snows. for poor weather performance. 


73-1 Douglas Brown {As a Falmouth resident | urge you to implement phase 1 with the middleboro line. It seems the most cost MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
effective use of public funds. Rail service to New Bedford would be an excellent partnership with Steamship 
Authority plans to expand service to Martha's Vineyard from New Bedford 


Douglas Brown {| hope there could also be continued service to North Falmouth Cape Flyer Service will continue and will not be impaired by the Phase 1 Service. 


73-3 Douglas Brown {There is still state land there that could facilitate a station MassDOT thanks you for your comment. The station alternatives selection process is 
described in the FEIR and the DSEIR in Chapter 2. 
74-1 Kristi Butler Better access to higher earning wages, better access to universities, better access to medical specialists and |MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
more opportunity for travel and tourism are all of the reasons that we need to see phase 1 of the 
SouthCoast Rail Project completed by 2022 
75-1 David Cabral As significant taxpayers of the Commonwealth, we deserve commuter rail service to Boston to provide a MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 
host of economic opportunities to areas of the Southern triangle that have been promised better. 
75-2 David Cabral Better access to higher earning wages, universities, top medical specialists and facilities; in addition to more |MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
opportunity for travel and tourism. 


76-1 William Callahan |New Bedford and Fall River residents of Southeastern Massachusetts deserve commuter rail service to MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
Boston. This service will help to bring affordable housing to the Greater Boston Area and additionally 

provide a host of economic opportunities to areas of the Southern triangle that have been promised rail 

service for so long. 


Caryn Campbell |Better access to higher earning wages, better access to universities, better access to medical specialists and |MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
more opportunity for travel and tourism are all of the reasons that we need to see phase 1 of the 
SouthCoast Rail Project completed by 2022. 


78-1 Robert Caron The SCR project will be beneficial to the South Coast region regarding economic stimulus, employment MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
mobility, income growth, and many cultural and social impacts that have been lacking for this long- 
neglected area of the Commonwealth. Phasing the project will allow these benefits to begin to be achieved 


in an impressively accelerated and timely manner. 


77-1 






79-1 Steve Castellina |Hard to believe that State is proposing outdated diesel over electric rail service. This added pollution to Although Phase 1 service will continue to use diesel locomotives, the analysis included the 
Southeastern Massachusetts is unacceptable. phasing of cleaner-burning locomotives into the fleet through-out the system by 2030. The 


Full Build Project includes the use of electric locomotives. 


vec-L 


79-2 Steve Castellina |This project will always be another financial drain on the MBTA's budget as the ridership will be poor CTPS ridership model used the most up-to-date data available to model ridership for both 
because of the excessive time it the rail trip will take to between destinations. | totally disagree with the Phase 1 and the Full Build. Phase 1 service is projected to result in approximately 1,600 new 
CTPS ridership study. Please look closely at the methodology with which it was done and also the daily inbound boardings, on an annual basis equaling over 800,000 trips per year for 
conclusions that they reached. passengers. MassDOT is continuing to pursue options for reducing travel times for Phase 1 


service. 


79-3 Steve Castellina |For instance, they say that 21% or 22% of the residents in New Bedford or Fall River do not have MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 
automobiles. Most of these people probably have minor children and are on Welfare. No way will they be 
commuting to Boston for a twelve hour day. 


Mary-Carol Cate |This service will provide so many economic opportunities to this area, along with better access to medical MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
specialists and universities, easier travel to and from Boston, as well as more opportunity for tourism. 
eit |G. Chace BELIEVE IT IS IMPORTANT FOR THIS RAIL SERVICE! MassDOT thanks you for your support. 


82-1 Paul Chasse Rail service to the areas of New Bedford, Fall River and Taunton. The project will reconnect the South Coast |MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
to Boston and cities and towns along the way, take vehicles off our overcrowded highways, improve air 
quality, encourage tourism, provide jobs and support smart growth in the region. 


82-2 Paul Chasse The benefits are enormous and long overdue for the only Massachusetts’ region, 50 miles outside of MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
Boston, that does not currently have passenger rail service. 















83-1 Paul Chenard On the segment of the Stoughton alignment, | would like to see a paved Bike Path installed between Boston |While the Phase 1 construction gets underway, the Administration is committed to 

& Stoughton as we wait for the line to be activated. advancing the design and permitting of the Full Build Project. This will include looking for 
opportunities to improve multimodal access to and from the stations. Currently, MassDOT 
does not have plans to pursue a bike path along the proposed Full Build alignment, much 
of which is not currently in MassDOT ownership and does not have a rail bed in place. 

84-1 Jackie Connolly —|This service will help to bring affordable housing to the Greater Boston Area and additionally provide a host |MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 
of economic opportunities to areas of the Southern triangle that have been promised rail service for so long. 

85-1 Richard Connor |The rail will have a huge impact on the south coast, not only allowing people living down here to access MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
employment opportunities in the Boston area but it will increase 
tourism from Boston to the south coast. 

86-1 Jen Cote Our neighborhood concern is cars cutting through our neighborhood, to avoid railroad crossings & increase |The DSEIR included a grade crossing analysis to determine if mitigation is required for any 
traffic on RT 138. Overall traffic will be increased if a stop or crossing on 138 because people may avoid 138 |locations that may experience a reduction in traffic operations, as described in Chapter 5. 
and use neighborhood side streets that are not wide enough, and the area is densely populated with houses 
& families. 

86-2 Jen Cote My main concern lies in traffic, noise & environmental impacts surrounding railroad tracks, crossing and their|Analyses of traffic and noise were key components of the DSEIR for SCR Phase 1 service. 
effects on the real people who live near these stations, & crossings. More people taking the train is great, MassDOT uses federal and state guidelines to minimize and mitigate the impacts from 
but it also brings negatives to the neighborhoods around these stations, & crossings. public transportation improvement projects like SCR. MassDOT recognizes that even with 

the benefit of the reduction in overall traffic due to access to public transit, concerns with 
traffic at grade crossings and stations are an important consideration. Chapter 5 of the 
DSEIR describes the proposed measures to improve traffic flow around station locations 
and grade crossings. 
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Comment # 


Christopher Better access to higher earning wages, better access to universities, better access to medical specialists and |MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
D'Anna more opportunity for travel and tourism are all of the reasons that we need to see phase 1 of the 


SouthCoast Rail Project completed by 2022. 
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88-1 Rene Davey My family needs the option to get to Boston using the safest way available. Please use the existing railway to}MassDOT thanks you for your support. 


bring the train to New Bedford as soon as possible! 











89-1 Celia & Rob As business owners and residents we ask that you continue to push for the South Coast Rail, which is long =|MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
DelGaudio overdue. Route 24 badly needs relief and the towns of Fall River and New Bedford should benefit from this 
investment. 


90-1 Dawn Delvin | am writing to you in strong support of the aggressive startup plan Phase 1 of the South Coast Rail. | am MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
asking for my family and my community that this move forward. 
90-2 Dawn Delvin Our home sales would benefit from people wanting to relocate here, our local businesses would thrive, the |MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
opportunities for people who can't commute because of lack of transportation with be eliminated, the list 
goes on and on. 
90-3 Dawn Delvin | do understand the concerns of the people in Middleboro. In our little town we had 2 industrial sized wind |MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
turbines erected that have caused stress and health issues because of the sound, flicker, and infrasound. | 
really can understand the concerns however | strongly feel that this rail could move forward without harm to 
the citizens of Middleboro. 
91-1 John Doherty If you are going to build the rail it should be done the right way and go through Taunton. The real need is |The Administration is committed to advancing the design and permitting of the Full Build 
the Stoughton line. The phase 1 is like putting perfume on a pig. Don’t take the route of least resistance. Project, as Phase 1 construction gets underway. 
92-1 Laura Douglas - |Better access to higher earning wages, better access to universities, better access to medical specialists and |MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
Bristol more opportunity for travel and tourism are all of the reasons that we need to see phase 1 of the 
Community SouthCoast Rail Project completed by 2022. 
College President 
93-1 Dave Dubak Please consider the south Coast Rail Project, it will Better access to higher earning wages, better access to |MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
universities, better access to medical specialists and more opportunity for travel and tourism are all of the 
reasons that we need to see phase 1 of the SouthCoast Rail Project completed by 2022. 
94-1 Kreg Espinola And while | no longer need commuter rail to commute on a regular basis, | see a great many people here do |MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
need it. And | must say, that South Coast commuter rail would have extraordinary benefits to the South 
Coast, and the Commonwealth as a whole. The South Coast is an amazing place to call home, commuter rail 
would bring many more people to our communities to visit and live. 
95-1 Megan Faber | urge you to complete phase 1 of the project by its intended date of 2022. Better access to higher earning |MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
wages, better access to universities, better access to medical specialists and more opportunity for travel and 
tourism are all of the reasons that we need to see phase 1 of the SouthCoast Rail Project completed by 
2022. 
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Commenter Comment Response 


Bruce Fernandes |The positive effects rail service will have on the South Coast are immeasurable. From an economic MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
development standpoint rail service means that SouthCoast residents will have better access to employment 
opportunities in areas serviced by the commuter rail withouth having to move into those areas which are 
chacterized by a higher cost of living. 


Bruce Fernandes |Similarly, | believe that families from the mero-Boston area will choose to relocate to the SouthCoast for MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
housing purposes or choose to continue to work in Boston so long as they are afforded a safe, affordable, 


efficient and reliable means of transportation to and from Boston. 


Bruce Fernandes |Given that Phase 1 supports the overall Full Build of South Coast Rail without additional cost, along with the |MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
positive impact rail service will have on the economic development of the region, it is without hesitation that 
| support Phase 1 of the South Coast Rail project. 








Marcus Ferro Found the meeting to be informative, engaging, and encouraging, hearing Secretary Pollack's remarks give |MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
me new confidence in the implementation of this groundbreaking project. 


Jessamyn Please bring us the train. The the South Coast has been neglected by the state house for far too long. MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
Finneran 


Alan Freitas This region continues to be in dire need of: MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
Easier access to better medical specialists 
Improved access to institutions of higher education 
Better access to greater employment and higher wages 
Increased opportunities for travel and tourism 
Alan Freitas Southeastern Massachusetts residents need your and the Commonwealth's support, and | urge everyone MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
involved to help make the SouthCoast Rail Project a reality by pushing forward to insure that Phase 1 is 
completed by the 2022 deadline. 


Jeanne Fuller- Better access to higher earning wages, better access to universities, better access to medical specialists and |MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
Jones more opportunity for travel and tourism are all of the reasons that we need to see phase 1 of the 
SouthCoast Rail Project completed by 2022. 






Peter Gannon | support the SouthCoast Rail Project. Please help to make it happen. MassDOT thanks you for your support. 


Dawn Gaudreau |Better access to higher earning wages, better access to universities, better access to medical specialists and |MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
more opportunity for travel and tourism are all of the reasons 
that we need to see phase 1 of the SouthCoast Rail Project completed by 2022. 


Ellen Gitlin New Bedford Is in dire need for the rail to be extended to our area. This is so important for the growth of the}MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
area. We are on the cusp of growing in a new direction and | feel that this is imperative to this growth. We 
have such potential and the rail is a significant part of this for business, real estate and a lot more. 
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Commenter Comment Response 


Lou Gitto | agree with the practicalit of providing substantial service to Fall River and New Bedford implementing MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
"Phase 1" a full 8 years earlier than anticipated in the "Full Build Project" schedule and doing so with minimal 


Comment # 
104-1 


environmental impact. 


104-2 Lou Gitto but what is not menitioned is the opportunity to rethink the "Full Build Project" will be the last of the 19th |The Administration is committed to advancing the design and permitting of the Full Build 
century railroad projects or an early entrant into the 21st century rail-like transportation projects in the USA. |Project, as Phase 1 construction gets underway. MassDOT will continue to coordinate with 
USACE to complete the design and documentation to support permit applications for the 


Full Build. 
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| continue to question why is it that the Commonwealth would want to design a rail system that with a MassDOT will continue to investigate operational adjustments to reduce travel time to the 
maximum speed of 79 mph (see page 2-53) will be in place forever (a very long time). | urge that, as Mass __|terminal stations in New Bedford and Fall River. 

DOT implements Phase 1, the Commonwealth think carefully when answering that question and in the 

process seek alternatives. 


Lou Gitto 
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Additionally, and no small matter, are the service constraints on the Northeast Corridor's existing system that|Efforts such as the MBTA's Commuter Rail Vision Study, Focus40, and the Governor's 

must be overcome to create a robust, long term increase in service, factors not included in this Full Build Commission on the Future of Transportation in the Commonwealth include studies of 

Project but which need to be paid for. All these factors and more scream for a re-look before sinking money |additional regional rail service. Factors such as capacity along the northeast corridor and 

into this long term project the proposed South Station Expansion project were included in the analysis for both the 
Full Build and the Phase 1 service. 


Lou Gitto 
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| urge an addition to the Phase 1 project. That addition is the early advancement of the depression of the rail] Phasing the project is specifically intended to provide service in a shorter timeframe. 
in Stoughton Complex additions to the Phase 1 program, such as a change to the preferred alternative 
for Full Build, would not be achievable within timeframe set for operations. 


Lou Gitto The Town of Stoughton continues to be firm in its position that the rail line through Stoughton Center must |Depressing the line through Stoughton is not included in the Preferred Alternative. Full 
be depressed. A meeting between the Town and the Commonwealth took place at the Stoughton Town Hall |Build designs will be advanced as the Phase 1 service gets underway. Investigation of 
on 2/28/2014. There has been no substantive follow-up since that time. This issue must be resolved to alternatives to the Full Build Preferred Stoughton Straight Electric alternative was 
include a depressed rail - designed, costs determined and fairly assessed, and the project implemented soon ;undertaken as part of the FEIS/FEIR process, completed in 2013. 


if the Full Build Project continues to be the chosen option. 


104-7 Lou Gitto Implementing our plan is hindered because the State has not addressed the depression of the rail through |Depressing the line through Stoughton is not included in the Preferred Alternative. Full 
Stoughton Center. If our downtown is split by this project at grade, it will be devastating because Build designs will be advanced as the Phase 1 service gets underway. Investigation of 
appropriate development will not occur. If the project is to be depressed, it should be done as part of the alternatives to the Full Build Preferred Stoughton Straight Electric alternative was 
Phase 1 to take advantage of lower costs and to provide certainty to investors. Developers are reluctant to |undertaken as part of the FEIS/FEIR process, completed in 2013. 


invest where there is such a high downside risk of this large unknown. 


105-1 Wally Glendye 


As a concerned citizen from the town of Middleboro | urge you to include a traffic study not just on the new |Selection of the preferred Pilgrim Junction location in the DSEIR included an analysis of 


proposed station in our town but its impact on our overly congested rotary. | keep hearing that the traffic _|traffic to and from the new station location. The station's proximity to 495 and projected 
impact would be less than it is now but how would anyone know since we don't have a train station. traffic patterns do not create more congestion at the rotary. 

Lakeville may have one up the street but | guarantee that the current traffic patterns will change and side 

roads will be impacted now that access to route 44 via route 105 would be more enticing. 


105-2 Wally Glendye _ {If the rotary can be fixed first then you may gain support from citizens of this town. The provision of commuter rail service to the Southeastern part of the state has a separate 


purpose from the rotary project. 


Joseph Gomes _ |For too long residents of Southeastern Mass., have been without passenger rail service to Boston. | urge for |MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
the completion of this project. 
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107-1 Margarita It has been a long time promise of rail service to our region and | am asking that you accept this MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
Graham correspondence supporting moving forward with Phase 1 of the SCR project. We would ultimately have 
better access to higher earning wages, better access to universities, better access to medical specialists and 


more opportunity for travel and tourism are all of the reasons that we need to see phase 1 of the 
SouthCoast Rail Project completed by 2022. 


108-1 Kathleen Guarino |Please move ahead with rail service toNew Bedford and Fall River. Phase one needs to start immediately. MassDOT thanks you for your support. 


109-1 Ann Guinen Better access to higher earning wages, better access to universities, better access to medical specialists and |MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
more opportunity for travel and tourism are all of the reasons that we need to see phase 1 of the 
SouthCoast Rail Project completed by 2022. 

110-1 Susan Haley This service will help to bring affordable housing to the Greater Boston Area MassDOT thanks you for your support. 

110-2 Susan Haley additionally provide a host of economic opportunities to areas of the Southern triangle that have been MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
promised rail service for so long. 


111-1 Barbara Hall This service would benefit both the Greater Boston Area as well as the SouthCoast by enlarging the MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
affordable housing pool for Boston while additionally providing a host of economic opportunities to 
Southeastern Massachusetts, 

111-2 Barbara Hall And | can only believe that this enrichment “works both ways,” in that Boston — and the Commonwealth as a |MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 
whole — can also benefit from an enlarged pool of human talent and diversity, as well as the increased tax 
revenue that would result from the greater employment and commerce the passenger rail would make 
possible for residents of this part of the state. 


111-3 Barbara Hall Extended passenger rail service could also contribute to improved safety by reducing some of the traffic on |MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
our congested highways. 


111-4 Barbara Hall Better access to higher wage Jobs, universities, medical specialists, and more tourism (in both directions!) are |MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
among the many reasons we need to see Phase 1 of the SouthCoast Rail Project completed by its intended 

date of 2022. | urge all involved to make passenger rail service a reality for the residents of Southeastern 

Massachusetts. Investing in this project now will positively affect the future not only for this area, but for the 

entire Commonwealth. 


















112-1 Stephanie The residents of Southeastern Massachusetts deserve commuter rail service to Boston. This service will help |MassDOT thanks you for your support. 


Harding to bring affordable housing to the Greater Boston Area and additionally provide a host of economic 
opportunities to areas of the Southern triangle that have been promised rail service for so long. 


Paul Helgesen It will open up more affordable housing to potentially thousands who now find home ownership in the MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
Boston area virtually impossible. 


113-2 Paul Helgesen It will dramatically reduce the nightmare commute from the SC to Boston every day for thousands stuck in __|Increasing regional mobility is a cornerstone of the South Coast Rail Project. A major goal 
bumper to bumper traffic. of the South Coast Rail Project is the reduction in vehicle miles traveled between the South 


113-1 


Coast Region and Boston area. 


113-3 Paul Helgesen It will make Fall River and New Bedford naturals as a pleasant weekend getaway for Boston people, MassDOT thanks you for your support. 
especially in the summer. 
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Comment # |Commenter 


114-1 Freeman Hill Better access to higher earning wages, better access to universities, better access to medical specialists and 
more opportunity for travel and tourism are all of the reasons that we need to see phase 1 of the 
SouthCoast Rail Project completed by 2022. 
115-1 Gillian and David |This rail service would be of great help in terms of commuting to work. 
Holroyd 

115-2 Gillian and David |Using a train for this journey rather than having to rely upon the roads, particularly Route 24, clogged with 
Holroyd traffic or dangerous in inclement weather, would be very welcome. 

115-3 Gillian and David |We believe that the south coast towns of Fall River and New Bedford would benefit economically from this 
Holroyd connection to Boston. 

116-1 Donna Horvath || have serious concerns that if Phase 1 is built, Phase 2 will never happen. Although the Full-Build cost is 
significant, $3 billion, the State spent the same amount for the Green Line Extentions, this project would 
benefit an entire region (with much greater economic need). 

117-1 Christopher This service will help to bring affordable housing to the Greater Boston Area and additionally provide a host 

Howard of economic opportunities to areas of the Southern triangle that have been promised rail service for so long. 

118-1 Elizabeth As a lifelong resident and business owner in the Southeastern part of Massachusetts, | urge you to move 

Isherwood forward on Phase | of South Coast Rail. | urge that the draft environmental review study be approved and 
that further study is not needed. 

119-1 Andrew Jennings |As a person who is interested in better connectivity by public transportation within the Commonwealth, | 
support both the phasing of the project, and moving forward on the full Stoughton Electric option. 

119-2 Andrew Jennings |Clarification of where track changes will be made, 

119-3 Andrew Jennings {Inclusion of a string line of the operation to make it clear that the schedule Is realistic, 


MassDOT thanks you for your support. 


Increasing regional mobility is a cornerstone of the South Coast Rail Project. A major goal 
of the South Coast Rail Project is the reduction in vehicle miles traveled between the South 
Coast Region and Boston area. 


Increasing regional mobility is a cornerstone of the South Coast Rail Project. A major goal 
of the South Coast Rail Project is the reduction in vehicle miles traveled between the South 
Coast Region and Boston area. 


MassDOT thanks you for your support. 


The Administration is committed to advancing the design and permitting of the Full Build 
Project, as Phase 1 construction gets underway. MassDOT will coordinate with USACE to 
complete the design and documentation to support permit applications for the Full Build. 


MassDOT thanks you for your support. 


MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 


MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 


The DSEIR provided supplemental information on the new Phase 1 elements. As stated in 
the document, the Middleborough Secondary will be single track, with a 1,800-foot 
maintenance of way siding. All other proposed track infrastructure from Cotley Junction 
south was included in the FEIS/FEIR for the Full Build, and are components of the Southern 


triangle that are common to Phase 1. 


The SCR Phase 1 operation plan is currently being reviewed with MBTA Railroad 
Operations. Detailed operating plans and stringlines will be included in the final report to 
MassDOT and MBTA. 
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119-4 Andrew Jennings |Answer a number of unknowns regarding scheduling and service, such as weekend service, intermodal DSEIR Chapter 2, Sections 2.6.1 and 2.6.7, include proposed station operation details (e.g., 


options, and individual train loadings feeder bus connections, pedestrian accommodations, parking and vehicular access, and 


bus/kiss & ride accommodations). Section 2.6.6 notes that Phase 1 service will include 16 
new coaches. Some of the existing single level coaches on the Old Colony Lines will be 
replaced with bi-level coaches to accommodate the new riders, and some trainsets will be 
expanded to six cars as needed to accommodate ridership. Detailed scheduling and 
weekend service are being refined with MBTA Railroad Operations. 





119-5 Andrew Jennings |Correction of the flawed assumption on the time required to reverse a train at an intermediate stop enroute, {Reversing the train requires additional time for signal system route establishment (time- 
which will bring some of the rejected options back into consideration, outs) and a member of the train crew to be positioned at the opposite end of the train 

from the engineer to look out for obstructions, pedestrians and general safety conditions, 
and to conduct the required Class II brake tests. Fifteen minutes has been scheduled to 
support this operation. This reverse move would impact all passengers using the service 
from the South Coast Study Area. This would impact the customer experience for new 
riders, and would result in lower ridership for the Phase 1 service. This option creates the 
longest travel time for New Bedford/Fall River riders (105+ minutes) of the Pilgrim Junction 
service options considered in the DSEIR, and does not meet the Project goal of reducing 
trip time to the maximum extent practicable. 


119-6 Andrew Jennings {Addition of electric infrastructure to Phase 1 for those segments in common to both Phase 1 and Stoughton |There are environmental, financial, and operational constraints that would make such an 
Electric, and the acquisition of dual mode locomotives, option impracticable for implementation by 2022. 


119-7 Andrew Jennings |Review of time savings estimate Please see Section 1.6 of the DSEIR for a discussion of the improvement in peak period 





travel times compared to autos and buses, which share the right-of-way with vehicles. By 
operating in a separate right-of-way, trains have more consistent travel times and therefore 
are more predictable than driving during the peak travel times. The comparison provided in 
the DSEIR is based on current vehicle travel times; it is expected that future vehicle travel 
times will increase due to further congestion, increasing the travel time savings offered by 
MBTA commuter rail service. 


119-8 Andrew Jennings |A discussion of the impact of the requirement for a one seat ride. As explained in DSEIR Chapter 2, Section 2.3.1, providing a one-seat ride between Fall 
River/New Bedford and Boston was one of the criteria MassDOT used to evaluate the 
feasibility and practicability of each of the routing options because a cross-platform 
transfer would increase the travel time and would decrease the attractiveness of the Phase 
1 service, which would result in lower ridership. In addition, public engagement in 2016 and 
2017 included negative feedback regarding potential two-seat options, reinforcing the 


impact that a transfer would have on ridership. 


119-9 Andrew Jennings |A discussion of the impact of the addition of PTC on the Middleboro Main Line. Properly designed, PTC PTC does not add capacity. It is designed to be an overlay on top of the signal system that 


should add capacity. conservatively enforces signals and speed restrictions. 


119-10 


Andrew Jennings |A review of the need for the Freetown station. The Freetown station demand is included in the DSEIR and the supplemental CTPS 


documentation included as an appendix. 
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Comment # 


119-11 Andrew Jennings 


119-12 Andrew Jennings 


119-13 Andrew Jennings 


119-14 Andrew Jennings 


119-15 Andrew Jennings 


119-16 Andrew Jennings 


119-17 Andrew Jennings 


119-18 Andrew Jennings 


The final EIR should include diagrams which would clarify where changes would be made to the existing 
infrastructure, and where the proposed phase 1 infrastructure is different from that as proposed in the 
FEIS/FEIR. 


As written, the draft is not clear about key track construction. For example, the construction of a new 
connection between the New Bedford Main Line and the Middleboro Secondary at Cotley Junction is 
mentioned once, on page 8 — 51, in the discussion of wetlands, water quality and waterways. That 
connection is not discussed in section 2.6.2 Track Infrastructure nor is any need for land taking mentioned. 
No comment is made whether this connection will require the removal of freight rail access to the Quad 
Graphics facility. 


Similarly, there is an 1,800 foot siding mentioned in Section 2.6.2 that is not mentioned elsewhere in the 
draft. Is this the same siding as the 1,500 foot maintenance of way siding? If not its purpose and location 
and purpose along the 7.1 mile Middleboro Secondary is not clear. 


What are the plans for weekend service? Will the eight weekend Middleboro / Lakeville trains be extended? 


Which will go to New Bedford and which to Fall River? 


What will be the impact of commuter rail on the current private bus operations between Boston and 


southeastern Massachusetts? Will MassDOT change the support that it provides these bus routes through its 


BusPlus program? Was any consideration given to acceptance of bus tickets on commuter rail (and vice 


versa) and its impact on both bus services and commuter rail ridership? 


What is the matrix of ridership by train and station? 


What consideration was given to intermodal service on trains where ridership was particularly light and per 
passenger subsidies particularly high? 


The assumption that 15 minutes is required to reverse a train at an intermediate station must be challenged 


as it is clearly an arbitrary assumption. The impact of the time to reverse a train must be evaluated. | would 


evaluate, at a minimum, reversal times at a station of 3 and 8 minutes for each of the option that involves a 
reversal. | expect that other options would rise to the top as a result, options that would reduce capital costs 


and environmental impacts of construction. 


Commenter Comment Response 


The DSEIR provided supplemental information on the new Phase 1 elements. As described 
in the document, the Middleborough secondary will be single tracked, with a 1,800-foot 
maintenance of way siding. All other double track and track infrastructure was disclosed in 
the FEIS/FEIR. 


Freight rail access will be maintained into the Quad Graphics facility. 


The 1,800-foot siding in Taunton has an effective storage length of 1,500 feet. These refer 
to the same siding. The purpose of the siding is a maintenance of way siding for disabled 
trains. 


Weekend service will be consistent with the “MBTA Service Delivery Policy” approved by 
the Fiscal and Management Control Board on January 23, 2017. Commuter Rail frequency 
standard is 3 hours in each direction. The existing trains from Middleborough/Lakeville will 
be extended and split equally. 

DSEIR Chapter 2, Table 2-10, summarizes the potential impact on private buses under the 
studied conditions. 


DSEIR Chapter 2, Table 2-9, presents the ridership estimates for the 2030 No Action and 
Phase 1 service. Comparing the No Action to the Phase 1 projected ridership provides an 
estimate of the impact of Phase 1 service on ridership. 


MassDOT is working with local bus service providers to enhance intermodal connections. 
Chapter 2 described some of the initial commitments to bus routes that will service Phase 1 
commuter rail stations. 


There are three daily trains that arrive in Kingston that must turn for Plymouth before 
heading back to Boston. Each of these schedules show 12 minutes between arrival and 
departure at Kingston. Reversing the train requires additional time for signal system route 
establishment (time-outs) and a member of the train crew to be positioned at the opposite 
end of the train from the engineer to look out for obstructions, pedestrians and general 
safety conditions, and to conduct the required Class II brake tests. Fifteen minutes has 
been scheduled to support this operation. This reverse move would impact all passengers 
using the service from the South Coast Study Area. This would impact the customer 
experience for new riders, and would result in lower ridership for the Phase 1 service. This 
option creates the longest travel time for New Bedford/Fall River riders (105+ minutes) of 
the Pilgrim Junction service options considered in the DSEIR, and does not meet the 
Project goal of reducing trip time to the maximum extent practicable. 
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Comment # 


119-19 


119-20 Andrew Jennings 


119-21 


119-22 Andrew Jennings 


119-23 Andrew Jennings 


119-24 Andrew Jennings 


120-1 Marlene Jones 


121-1 Ushminder Kaur 


122-1 Will Keene 


Andrew Jennings |The logic that construction should be advanced to save money in the long run should be applied to 


electrification of the trackage in common between phase 1 and the FEIS/FEIR. 


A review of the time savings should be made to see if they are overoptimistic 


Andrew Jennings |The improvement time over bus needs to be documented as the bus schedules are essentially comparable to 


the proposed rail schedules. 


Also, the assumptions used in the CTPS ridership model for travel times by bus and auto need to be 
documented so their reasonableness can be judged. 


Properly designed, PTC should allow trains to follow each other more closely creating additional capacity. A 
discussion of how much capacity is added on the Middleboro line should be included in the DSEIR. 


Projected 2030 boardings at Freetown are only 60 passengers per day, less than two busloads. Even with the 
full Stoughton Electric, the 2040 projected boarding are only 140 passengers per day. A re-evaluation of the 
benefits of this stop compared to its costs should be conducted. 


The residents of Southeastern Massachusetts deserve commuter rail service to Boston. This service will help 
to bring affordable housing to the Greater Boston Area and additionally provide a host of economic 
opportunities to areas of the Southern triangle that have been promised rail service for so long. 


For too long the residents of Southeastern Massachusetts have been without passenger rail service to 
Boston. | urge you to complete phase 1 of the project by its indented date of 2022. 


With the money this Railroad will cost the State and our residents you could buy and give everyone in the 


affected Areas a Self Driving Electric Care, by the time this project is finished electric Self Driving 
transportation may be a reality. It would save the State Money and would be better for our environment. 


The Administration is committed to advancing the design and permitting of the Full Build 
Project, as Phase 1 construction gets underway. Phase 1 will utilize diesel engines for 
service to avoid the extensive cost and disruptive service shutdowns that would be required 
along the Old Colony lines to electrify service to Boston. Although the Phase 1 Service will 
continue to use diesel locomotives, the analysis included the phasing of cleaner-burning 
locomotives into the fleet through-out the system by 2030. The Full Build Project includes 
the use of electric locomotives. 

The Operating Plan for the travel demand model was developed based on the proposed 
operations described in DSEIR Chapter 2, Section 2.4.1. Rail travel times for the Phase 1 
service were calculated for operation in the forecast year and reflect the Phase 1 
improvements and service modifications. The anticipated travel time reduction below 90 
minutes noted in Section 2.4.1 would positively affect the ridership results provided in 
Section 2.5.3, as the lower travel time would make rail trips more attractive to users. 


Please see Section 1.6 of the DSEIR for a discussion of the improvement in peak period 
travel times compared to autos and buses, which share the right-of-way with autos. By 
Operating in a separate right-of-way, trains have more consistent travel times and therefore 
are more predictable than driving during the peak travel times. The comparison provided in 
the DSEIR is based on current vehicle travel times; it is expected that future vehicle travel 
times will increase due to further congestion, increasing the travel time savings offered by 
MBTA commuter rail service. 


DSEIR Appendix A includes a CTPS memorandum that addresses methodology and 
assumptions of South Coast Rail modeling; operating schedules for Phase 1 and the 
Preferred Alternative, and detailed modeling results. 


PTC does not add capacity. It is designed to be an overlay on top of the signal system that 
conservatively enforces signals and speed restrictions. The negative impacts of PTC on the 
MBTA Commuter Rail Operations in terms of limiting speed and additional travel time are 
not yet known. 


Freetown station provides an important departure and alighting point along the Southern 
Triangle that reduces vehicle trip times for passengers living the central portion of the 
corridor. 


MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 


MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 


MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 
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Commenter Comment Response 


Bryon Kuehne The residents of Southeastern Massachusetts deserve commuter rail service to Boston. This service will help }|MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 
to bring affordable housing to the Greater Boston Area and additionally provide a host of economic 


Comment # 
123-1 


opportunities to areas of the Southern triangle that have been promised rail service. 


124-1 Kerri Kuehne For too long the residents of Southeastern Massachusetts have been without passenger rail service to MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 


Boston. | urge you to complete phase 1 of the project by its indented date of 2022. 
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Dom Lee 


My first concern would be the displacement of elderly families who will not be able to afford the new MassDOT is committed to working with communities within the Southeast Corridor to 


property taxes. My understanding of the project is that property evaluations in the area could raise 100% to |address growth pressures and increased costs through Smart Growth planning. 
200%. There are many families and the elderly who will not be able to afford this new tax bill and will be 
forced to sell their property. 


125-2 Dom Lee Secondly, while | understand the current project is controlled by MassDot it is my understanding that after |MassDOT and the MBTA are preparing a financing and operations plan that will be 
the project is built this system would transfer to the MBTA System, or whatever third party company, to presented to the Fiscal Management and Control Board. 
manage the system. The MBTA operates in a multi-million dollar deficit every year and also as a multi-billion 


dollar capital plan. How can we look to add on to this service when the current system is in such poor shape? 


Dom Lee How can we spend 1 billion dollars on this project but not know how much it will cost to run? What State The annual net O&M Cost estimated for the program is $10.7M (2017$) as detailed in 
programs will have to be cut to fund for this project's operating expenses? DSEIR Chapter 2.6.9, pages 59-60. As the opening date gets closer, the funding plan will be 
finalized during development and within the larger context of the MassDOT and MBTA 


budget process. 


125-4 Dom Lee Finally, the projected 1 billion for phase 1 and another 2-3 billion for Phase 2 could be used to fix larger MassDOT and the MBTA are preparing a financing and operations plan that will be 


transportation issues in the area. presented to the Fiscal Management and Control Board. 


125-5 Dom Lee In summary | urge you to not support this project until our current infrastructure, including the MBTA, isin |MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 
better shape. We have lived without the rail service for many years and we will continue to do so in the 


future. 


Carol Leonard Lets move the rail line along. MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 


Cate LePage look elsewhere. | urge MassDOT to move forward with the South Coast Rail. It will revitalize a struggling city |MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 





126-1 


127-1 
and it’s surrounding communities. It will open job prospects and increase family quality of life by improving 
commuting time. 
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128-1 Steve Lewin Better access to higher earning wages, better access to universities, better access to medical specialists and |MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 
more opportunity for travel and tourism are all of the reasons that we need to see phase 1 of the South 
Coast Rail Project completed by 2022. | urge all involved to make this a reality for the residents of 
Southeastern Massachusetts. 

129-1 Sydney Lewis | write to urge support for South Coast Rail. It can make a huge difference to economy of the area, more MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 
fully connecting it to Boston, to jobs in other areas, to culture and the arts. 


130-1 Bob Lima | wanted to state my opinion on how important | believe the South Coat Rail is to this area. It would afford |MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 
better access to higher earning wages, universities, medical specialists and more opportunity for travel and 
tourism. These are few important aspects that this project could bring to the Southeastern Massachusetts. 
We need to see phase 1 of the South Coast Rail Project completed by 2022. | urge all involved to make this a 
reality for the residents of Southeastern Massachusetts. 


131-1 Joyce D. Lopez 





The residents of Southeastern Massachusetts deserve commuter rail service to Boston. This service will help |MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 
to bring affordable housing to the Greater Boston Area and additionally provide a host of economic 





opportunities to areas of the Southern triangle that have been promised rail service for so long. 


Chuck Lord | am writing to you both as a board member of the South Coast Chamber of Commerce MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 
(www.southcoastchamber.com), and a local business leader of the 11th largest employer in our area. 
For the greater good of our citizens, and economic growth of our region, | urge you to please support the 
South Coast rail project. 


Kate MacGregor |Better access to higher earning wages, better access to universities, better access to medical specialists and |MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 
more opportunity for travel and tourism are all of the reasons that we need to see phase 1 of the South 


132-1 


133-1 


Coast Rail Project completed by 2022. | urge all involved to make this a reality for the residents of 
Southeastern Massachusetts. 


134-1 Karla Mantini The residents of Southeastern Massachusetts deserve commuter rail service to Boston. This service will help |MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 
to bring affordable housing to the Greater Boston area and additionally provide a host of economic 


opportunities to areas of the Southern triangle that have been promised rail service for so long. 


135-1 


Dean Martin, Better access to higher earning wages, better access to universities, better access to medical specialists and |MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 
Karen Martin, more opportunity for travel and tourism are all of the reasons that we need to see phase 1 of the South 


Shawn Martin Coast Rail Project completed by 2022. 
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136-1 Kerrie McNamara |Better access to higher earning wages, better access to universities, better access to medical specialists and |MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 
more opportunity for travel and tourism are all of the reasons that we need to see phase 1 of the South 


Coast Rail Project completed by 2022. | urge all involved to make this a reality for the residents of 


Southeastern Massachusetts. 


137-1 Heidi McNeil | am wholeheartedly in support of the south coast rail project. MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 


138-1 Lloyd Mendes | fully support the Middleborough alternative for several reasons. Because it is simpler to build, it could be }MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 
completed much quicker than the Stoughton alternative, in a notional sense, assuming that the Legislature 
will fund any alternative. 

138-2 Lloyd Mendes To that end, | ask you to prioritize MassDOT's investment in the Middleborough alternative (Phase 1) ina MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 
way that maximizes the robustness of the strategy: First improve the tracks from Pilgrim Junction southward 
to New Bedford and Fall River. 

138-3 Lloyd Mendes Delay investment in the new passenger station in Middleborough until you have reached an agreement with |The Administration is committed to advancing the design and permitting of the Full Build 
the Selectmen of Middleborough and Lakeville, and until all your track improvements are fully funded and __|Project, as Phase 1 construction gets underway. 
implemented. 

139-1 Linda Perry Better access to higher earning wages, better access to universities, better access to medical specialists and |MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 
more opportunity for travel and tourism are all of the reasons that we need to see phase 1 of the 
SouthCoast Rail Project completed by 2022. | urge all involved to make this a reality for the residents of 
Southeastern Massachusetts. 


140-1 Thank you for choosing the Middleboro route! MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 














141-1 Benita Monteiro |The residents of Southeastern Massachusetts deserve commuter rail service to Boston. This service will help |MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 
to bring affordable housing to the Greater Boston Area and additionally provide a host of economic 
opportunities to areas of the Southern triangle that have been promised rail service for so long. 
142-1 Alan Moore More cost-effective transit projects are completed first As described in DSEIR Chapter 2, Section 2.6.9, by phasing service, the SCR Program will 





construct 56% of the Full-Build infrastructure in the Southern Triangle at an earlier date 
than in a non-phased program, which will result in escalation savings of approximately 
$152.90 million, which will offset the cost of Phase 1 to upgrade the Middleborough 
Secondary, which is estimated to cost approximately $124.84 million. The cost savings will 
offset the cost of Phase 1 to upgrade the Middleborough Secondary. Once the Full Build 


scenario becomes fully operational, regular passenger service along the Middleborough 


Secondary will cease. 


142-2 Alan Moore Electrified from the start (with what we know about the detrimental impacts of diesel particulate emissions. It}Phase 1 will utilize diesel engines for service to avoid the extensive cost and disruptive 
is a big mistake to continuing to invest in a system that uses diesel traction. service shutdowns that would be required along the Old Colony lines to electrify service to 
Boston. 
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Comment # 


142-3 Alan Moore Stations are near town centers and not in locations far from where people with “Park & Ride” type stations 


with large parking lots. 


142-4 Alan Moore Greater than trip frequency than only for commuters headed into Boston 


143-1 Greg Murphy For too long the residents of Southeastern Massachusetts have been without passenger rail service to 


Boston. | urge you to complete phase 1 of the project by its intended date of 2022. 


144-1 Remy Nikka The Stoughton Alternative seems like the best option for the South Coast in all aspects except for cost. 


144-2 Remy Nikka | worry that once Phase 1 is built, there will be no more political motivation to build Phase 2. What 


assurances can we get from the Baker-Polito administration and MassDOT that Phase 2 will indeed be built? 


145-1 Norman Orral However, the intersection of Route 105 and Route 28 is at a Level of Service (LOS) F in both the future "no 


project" and "project" conditions. Due to this poor LOS, the document recommends mitigation to improve 


the LOS of this intersection from an F to D by making various improvements to the signals. This 


improvement is beneficial to the town, but | believe additional mitigation for traffic and economic 
development could be achieved through the addition of another entrance/exit to the proposed Pilgrim 
Junction Station. 


145-2 Norman Orral In addition, a new roadway should be investigated between these two entrances to provide full traffic access 
to and from Route 28 to Route 495, thus further improving the existing intersection at Route 105 and Route 
28. This new roadway would be designed safely separated from the station parking in order to allow both 
access to the station and a new public roadway. This proposal would provide an opportunity for the town of 
Middleborough to grow economically without further impacts to the already congested intersection at 


Route 105 and Route 28. 


Commenter Comment Response 


The DSEIR proposes a potential bus or van shuttle that could provide service for the 
existing TOD riders (approximately 15-20 per day) to the new Pilgrim Junction station. The 
new station at Pilgrim Junction will also have parking and kiss-and-ride facilities to support 
those choosing to drive to the station. 


Phase 1 will provide 3 peak period trips per day to each of the terminal station locations. 
Increased frequency of trips will be achieved through the Full Build. 


MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 


The Phasing of the project does not negate the selection of the Stoughton Straight 
Alternative as the preferred. It is still the preferred alternative and is being advanced by 
MassDOT. While this alternative continues to be developed and permitted, the first phase 
of SCR will allow some service to be underway earlier and will not increase overall cost, as 
described in Chapter 2 of the DSEIR. 


By taking a phased approach, MassDOT will be able to provide service to the South Coast 
Region much sooner than would be possible if the entire Project were constructed at one 
time. The phased approach will establish service from Boston to the South Coast region, 
particularly the underserved cities and populations of New Bedford, Fall River, and Taunton, 
in a timelier manner given the cost and complexity of advancing the full SCR Project. 
MassDOT believes that returns on the Phase 1 investment will begin to accrue at the outset 
of service in late 2022.The Administration is committed to advancing the design and 
permitting of the Full Build Project, as Phase 1 construction gets underway. 


As described in DSEIR Chapter 2, Section 2.5.2, and shown in Figure 2-14, vehicular access 
to Pilgrim Junction Station is limited by site constrains including presence of existing rail 
infrastructure, grade changes, and adjacent private property. Additional pedestrian access 
will be provided from Route 28. 


As described in DSEIR Chapter 2, Section 2.5.2, and shown in Figure 2-14, vehicular access 
to Pilgrim Junction Station is limited by site constrains including presence of existing rail 
infrastructure, grade changes, and adjacent private property. Additional pedestrian access 
will be provided from Route 28. MassDOT will work with the town of Middleborough to 
investigate whether a new roadway to the station would be beneficial and practicable. 
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145-3 Norman Orral The DSEIR notes that there is an environmental justice area located just beyond the half mile study area. The |As described in the Corridor Plan, TOD may offset this effect if affordable housing is a 
conclusion is that there is no detrimental impact from the project to this area. However, would the relocated |required component. Overall, impacts to environmental justice populations due to property 
Pilgrim Junction Station provide positive impacts to this population by being moved to just over a half mile |value changes are possible, but are too uncertain to predict precisely. Numerous factors 
of it? Would home values increase? other than transit contribute to changes in housing prices, such as the state of the national 
and regional economy, changes in income, inflation, tax policy and many other factors. 


145-4 Norman Orral Additionally, it is my understanding that engines that currently idle overnight at this location during the The layover facility at Middleborough will be replaced with two new layover facilities at the 

winter months will no longer do so. Will this be an improvement to air quality for this environmental justice |new termini in Fall River and New Bedford. The new facilities will be equipped with plug-in 

area as well as the entire neighborhood? equipment for the diesel locomotives to minimize engine idling and conform with MBTA 
practices and Massachusetts law. 


145-5 Norman Orral | recommend further mitigation for the relocated train station in the form of addition grants to Lakeville and |MassDOT will continue to work with municipalities to identify grant opportunities and 
Middleborough to study and plan for the economic impacts and a positive economic boost with the change |technical assistance to fund planning in conjunction with the new service implementation. 


in location of the station. 





145-6 







Norman Orral In addition, the existing Lakeville Station is proposed to have less use with this Phase 1. | recommend that all |MassDOT will continue to work with Lakeville representatives to determine the future use 

excess land that is currently existing parking lots be made available for development. These parking lots of Middleborough/Lakeville Station. Please see Chapter 2, Section 2.3.2, for an additional 
should not be left unused. analysis of Middleborough station siting options. 

146-1 Joseph Pacheco |For too long the residents of Southeastern Massachusetts have been without passenger rail service to MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 


Boston. | urge you to complete phase 1 of the project by its intended date of 2022. 





146-2 Joseph Pacheco |Better access to higher earning wages, better access to universities, better access to medical specialists and |MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 


more opportunity for travel and tourism are all of the reasons that we need to see phase 1 of the 
SouthCoast Rail Project completed by 2022. | urge all involved to make this a reality for the residents of 
Southeastern Massachusetts. 


147-1 Jeanne Padilla | am writing to urge you to proceed with the rail from Fall River to Boston. This project is necessary to the MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 
growth of our region. 


148-1 We really need this to happen. It will help us in many ways. Please lets make this happen. MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 
149-1 Partner's Insurance Group would like to express its support of the two phase approach to South Coast Rail. }|MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 
Jr. 


150-1 Judy Perry | urge all those involved to move forward, finally complete phase 1 of the SouthCoast Rail Project by 2022 |MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 
and make this a reality for the residents of Southeastern Massachusetts. 


151-1 Richard Prone If the Braintree-Boston segment is not double tracked, cascading delays could degrade overall on time While the Commuter rail lines along the Old Colony Route, including the Middleborough 
performance if a SCR train does not leave Middleboro on time. | would recommend a 3-4 minute station Mail Line, have capacity constraints that stem from pinch points closer to the City, the 
stop at Middleboro for inbound trains to ensure keeping the under- one-hour benchmark existing schedules |Phase 1 Option will provide at least 3 peak period daily trips to the South Coast Region 
on the Old Colony and Greenbush lines. until the implementation of the Full Build. MassDOT is continually working with MBTA 

Railroad Operations to refine the schedule. 
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Commenter Comment Response 


Richard Prone Install at least 45 mph switches at Cotley Jct. and Myricks to save time. Low-speed switches at these The designs for Cotley and Myricks include No. 20 switches, which allow for increased 
locations will add at least seven minutes to the schedule. speeds. 


Comment # 
151-2 


151-3 Richard Prone Also, if the Union Street (Rte. 139) crossing at Holbrook/Randolph is grade-separated, it will save 3.5 minutes}|Improvements to the existing Old Colony lines are outside the scope of this project. 
northbound, plus tens of thousands of dollars per year in wheel damage caused by three cab signal step- 


downs approaching CP Union. 
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Additionally, if the 15 mph switch at Green Interlocking is upgraded to 30 mph, it will allow Greenbush trains |Improvements to the existing Old Colony lines are outside the scope of this project. 
to save a few minutes each way entering and exiting the branch. This will allow more fluidity for train 

dispatchers to manage traffic on the mainline, while improving trip time on the Greenbush line. Jim Eng, 

then-project manager on the GB line, said this would be possible when the Elm Street overhead bridge is 

upgraded. 


Richard Prone Rumors abound that the T may trade in their new Motive Power Industry diesel locomotives for new MassDOT thanks you for your comment. As part of the future fleet programming, 
Siemens Charger passenger locomotives. | heartily endorse this initiative. The Siemens Charger is a proven, |MassDOT will be phasing out older locomotives and phasing in cleaner diesel engines. 
high-horsepower diesel passenger locomotive capable of pulling ten-car passenger trains at speeds over 100 


mph. They also have a Tier 4 environmental rating, which would improve air quality overall. 


Richard Prone 
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| heartily endorse MassDOT's initiative to operate New Bedford-Fall River trains via the Middleboro line, as © }|MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 
long as it does not degrade the on time, under one-hour schedules of the Kingston/Plymouth and 

Greenbush lines. Much of the Middleboro line south of Braintree would be suitable for 80 mph speeds, along 

with long sections of the Middleboro secondary track and New Bedford/Fall River lines. As long as the trains 

offer quality, on time service with affordable fares for both regular commuters and families alike, this long 

overdue project will be successful from the start. 
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Becky Pulley For too long the residents of Southeastern Massachusetts have been without passenger rail service to MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 


Boston. | urge you to complete phase 1 of the project by its intended date of 2022. 


153-1 William Reidy The impact on the constrained Old Colony Main Line between Braintree and South Bay in Boston; The Phase 1 service will provide at least 3 peak period daily trips to the South Coast Region 
until the implementation of the Full Build. This service will be achieved by extending the 
Middleborough Commuter Rail line, and utilizing only one new train set to achieve the 


service. This can be achieved within the constraints on the lines that exist today. 


153-2 William Reidy 


The removal of daily rail service to the existing Middleborough/Lakeville commuter rail station; MassDOT will continue to work with Lakeville representatives to determine the future use 


of Middleborough/Lakeville Station. As stated in the DSEIR, the station can stay open for 
Cape Service or be closed to allow for additional development on this parcel. Shuttle 
service will provide a connection to the new station for all TOD riders alighting from the 
existing Middleborough/Lakeville station. 
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Comment # |Commenter Comment Response 


153-3 William Reidy The impact on prospects for commuter rail service for Wareham and Buzzards Bay. The ridership study does not offer projections for potential future Cape service because the 
DSEIR considers Phase | service only. Phase 1 has been designed to ensure that new 
project elements and extended service on the Middleborough Line does not impair current 
service or preclude future increases in service to Cape Cod. As part of a separate study, 
increased service to Cape Cod will be studied and modeled from operations and 
infrastructure perspectives to determine demand and frequency of service. 


153-4 William Reidy Beyond the South Coast, the entire South Shore and southeastern Massachusetts region is affected by the |The Phase 1 service will provide at least 3 peak period daily trips to the South Coast Region 
existing constraints of the Old Colony Main. The limited rail schedule restricts lower income residents from {until the implementation of the Full Build. This service will be achieved by extending the 
participating in the job boom in Boston, particularly the Seaport district, or educational opportunities. The = |Middleborough Commuter Rail line, and utilizing only one new train set to achieve the 
proposed Phase 1 service further restricts transportation opportunities for the Environmental Justice service. This can be achieved within the constraints on the lines that exist today. 


communities in the South Shore and southeastern Massachusetts region. The Commonwealth should be 


legally bound to complete the full build option via Stoughton if SCR Phase 1 is approved. 





153-5 William Reidy If promoting transit-oriented development is a stated goal of the Commonwealth and the MBTA, how can —_ |MassDOT thanks you for your support. A rail shuttle between the existing station in 
rail service be reasonably withdrawn from this station? At the very minimum, a rail shuttle should be required|Lakeville and the proposed station at Pilgrim Junction was studied as part of the Phase 1 
between this station and the optional Cape service platform at the proposed Pilgrim Junction station. While |alternatives analysis. The number of passengers alighting by foot at the station was found 
still a major reduction in service for Middleborough/Lakeville, a rail shuttle at least provides a much more to be so low as not to warrant a rail shuttle. This service will be accomplished by a bus 
direct and faster connection to Pilgrim Junction. A rail shuttle also avoids additional traffic on congested shuttle to the new station approximately 3/4 mile away. 

Route 105. 

153-6 William Reidy As previously discussed, SCR Phase 1 should be required to include a rail shuttle for the existing MassDOT thanks you for your support. An analysis of extended service along the 
Middleborough/Lakeville station to Pilgrim Junction. Strong consideration should be given to extending that |Middleborough Main Line is outside the scope of this project. Phase 1 has been designed 
shuttle down to Buzzards Bay village, using the existing route of the summertime CapeFLYER, and possibly |to ensure that new project elements and extended service on the Middleborough Line 
the CapeFLYER stations of Wareham Village and Buzzards Bay, as mitigation for local residents who currently |does not impair current service or preclude future increases in service to Cape Cod. As part 
use Middleborough/Lakeville. of a separate study, increased service to Cape Cod will be studied and modeled from 

operations and infrastructure perspectives to determine demand and frequency of service. 


154-1 Deven Robitaille |Better access to higher earning wages, better access to universities, better access to medical specialists and |MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 





more opportunity for travel and tourism are all of the reasons that we need to see phase 1 of the 
SouthCoast Rail Project completed by 2022. | urge all involved to make this a reality for the residents of 
Southeastern Massachusetts. 


Dr. Tridib Roy This is depriving them of the greatest of economic development opportunity, keeping them languishing in |MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 
the lowest financial rung of the state. Very sad and unfortunate! Time to act on the previous 
recommendations and give them something concrete even less than perfect. Much more preferable than 
these Useless studies again and again without acting on them! 


156-1 | respectfully urge you to complete phase 1 of the project by its intended date of 2022 MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 


157-1 Steven Russo ‘Plymouth Investment Advisors is a strong advocate of the South Coast Rail project. The communities of Fall |MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 
River and New Bedford are poised to leverage this investment in commuter transit service. The economic, 
environmental, and soda | benefits of a two phase South Coast Rail project are clearly in the best interest of 


155-1 


the region and the state. 
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Comment # 


158-1 Cathleen Salley 


158-2 Cathleen Salley 


158-3 Cathleen Salley 


158-4 Cathleen Salley 


158-5 Cathleen Salley 


158-6 Cathleen Salley 


Harm in the form of auto accidents. 


Harm in form of contaminated water. 


Harm because local community access to parking is being removed. 


Harm because Transit Oriented Development at Pilgrim station will never happen. 


Middleboro will receive no economic benefit from a station at 


Pilgrim Junction. 


As described in DSEIR Chapter 5, Section 5.5.5, the assessment of potential traffic and 
safety impacts at the proposed public grade crossings indicates that each location will be 
suitable for public use equipped with a combination of new, state of the art, Automatic 
Highway Crossing Warning (AHCW) systems and minor geometric modifications. Section 
5.2.1 notes locations identified as high crash locations by the state will be further evaluated 
to determine whether Roadway Safety Audits (RSAs) are required as part of the Project. 
RSAs are a formal safety examination of existing roadways or intersections to identify 
potential safety issues and possible opportunities for safety improvements. 


Because the Pilgrim Junction Station is within Zone II of a municipal groundwater well, 
stormwater runoff will be treated so that at least 44 percent of total suspended solids are 
removed prior to discharge to an infiltration structure and the infiltration. Best 
Management Practices (BMPs) will be sized to maximize infiltration. Details of the 
requirements and proposed stormwater BMPs are described in the DSEIR Chapter 8, 
Section 8.4.4.3. 


As described in DSEIR Chapter 5, Section 5.5, based on the projected daily park & ride 
(PNR) ridership, the parking supply at Pilgrim Junction Station will be sufficient to meet the 
peak parking demand under Phase 1 and Full Build operations, which are 453 and 483 daily 
parkers, respectively. The existing Middleborough/Lakeville station, which currently 
provides commuter rail parking for many riders originating from destinations to the south, 
could remain open to serve the Cape Flyer, and a bus or van shuttle would provide service 
to the new Pilgrim Junction Station. Additional transit-oriented development could also be 
developed at the existing station. 


The Phase 1 preferred alternative will relocate the existing Middleborough/Lakeville station 
to Pilgrim Junction with the potential to shuttle the existing TOD riders (approximately 15- 
20 per day) to the new station. Other existing Middleborough/Lakeville riders will be able 
to drive to the new station at Pilgrim Junction, which is located close to the existing station 
with similar highway access. The new Middleborough station is described in Section 2.3.2. 


The Pilgrim Junction site was selected as the preferred station location because it 
minimizes environmental impacts, reduces travel times, and provides the most benefits to 
the Phase 1 operations. MassDOT will continue to work with local officials as design 
advances. 


Your report admits that the intersection of RT105 and RT28 has a vehicle crash rate that is 3.6% higher than |As explained in DSEIR Chapter 5, Section 5.3.2, the current crash rate at the intersection 


the statewide accident rate. The entrance for the proposed Pilgrim Station is approximately only 1000ft away}South Main Street (Route 105) at W. Grove Street (Route 28) exceeds the statewide 


from the intersection of RT105 and R128. 


average. A separate, more comprehensive crash analysis was completed for this location in 

accordance with MassDOT’s Road Safety Audit (RSA) guidelines. It was determined that an 

RSA is required in Middleborough, separate from the SCR proposed improvements, and will 
be undertaken by MassDOT. The RSA site investigation commenced in March of 2018. The 
recommended measures to improve safety at this location, when developed and approved, 
will be incorporated into the Phase 1 project. 
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Comment # 


158-7 Cathleen Salley 


158-8 Cathleen Salley 


158-9 Cathleen Salley 


158-10 Cathleen Salley 


158-11 Cathleen Salley 


158-12 Cathleen Salley 


158-13 


Cathleen Salley 


The same high traffic at RT105 and RT28 exists at the proposed entrance to Pilgrim Station. In between the 
proposed entrance and the intersection of RT105 and RT28 are three side streets and numerous businesses. 
Vehicles exiting East Clark Street that are taking a left on to RT105 South to get on RT495 are fighting 
against vehicles exiting RT495 North. Vehicles exiting the Cumberland Farms gas station south on RT105 
have the same problem. These side streets and businesses cause vehicle activity in both directions that 
occurs within 1000 feet of the RT28 and RT105 dangerous intersection. 


Also, your map of the area incorrectly shows a signal light at West Clark Street. 


Your report also states during the afternoon peak hour, two of the four study area intersections operate at a 
deficient level of service. You also project an 8% traffic growth rate. The intersection of RT105 and RT28 is 
number 121 on the states list of the 200 worse intersections and you project it is going to get worse with 
time. Adding a train station entrance in a very busy area within 1000 feet from this intersection will cause 
more accidents. Also you stated a traffic study was done then admitted a study was not done. How can you 
make an informed decision without a reasonable study? 


Your own report states that criteria used to choose a station must include that the station will provide 
sufficient parking to accommodate ridership demand. Per your report there are only 501 parking spaces that 
include 18 accessible parking spaces. That brings standard spaces to 483 parking spaces. Your report also 
states there will be up to 483 daily park and ride commuters. Isn't that math convenient? The projected 
Pilgrim Station ridership is equal to the available parking spaces. This data cannot be trusted. That is not 
sufficient parking and it fails to meet your own criteria. The existing Middleboro/Lakeville Station has station 
has 769 parking spaces. 


The location of the proposed Pilgrim Station in Middleboro is within a WRPD maximum impervious zone. 
That is a water resource protection district. This designation is to protect our town well and water supply. 
There should be no construction there. Construction of Pilgrim Station in Middleboro will put my town's 
water supply at risk for contamination. This brings additional harm to my community. 


As a commuter | am concerned how this will effect my already sub par service. | am concerned how this will 
impact the entire Old Colony Line. How will this work with the single stretch of track called Savin Hill. All 
three Old Colony lines share this single track. | get caught up at this Savin Hill pinch on a regular basis both 
going to and coming from Boston. When one of the three Old Colony lines is off schedule it effects service 
on the entire Old Colony line. 


It will provide inferior service to the South Coast and "deteriorate service" on the existing Old Colony lines. 
What specifically has changed that makes the Middleboro/Lakeville option attractive now? 


Commenter Comment Response 


As explained in DSEIR Chapter 5, Section 5.3.2, the current crash rate at the intersection 
South Main Street (Route 105) at W. Grove Street (Route 28) exceeds the statewide 
average. A separate, more comprehensive crash analysis was completed for this location in 
accordance with MassDOT’s Road Safety Audit (RSA) guidelines. It was determined that an 
RSA is required in Middleborough, separate from the SCR proposed improvements, and will 
be undertaken by MassDOT. The RSA site investigation commenced in March of 2018. The 
recommended measures to improve safety at this location, when developed and approved, 
will be incorporated into the Phase 1 project. 


While the figure identifies the intersection incorrectly, the analysis correctly accounts for 
the locations of traffic signals. 


As explained in DSEIR Chapter 5, Section 5.3.2, the current crash rate at the intersection 
South Main Street (Route 105) at W. Grove Street (Route 28) exceeds the statewide 
average. A separate, more comprehensive crash analysis was completed for this location in 
accordance with MassDOT’s Road Safety Audit (RSA) guidelines. It was determined that an 
RSA is required in Middleborough, separate from the SCR proposed improvements, and will 
be undertaken by MassDOT. The RSA site investigation commenced in March of 2018. The 
recommended measures to improve safety at this location, when developed and approved, 
will be incorporated into the Phase 1 project. 


Parking at each station is being designed to avoid altering previously undisturbed land, 
reduce the amount of impervious coverage to the extent practicable, and provide the 
appropriate number of spaces to support projected Full Build ridership. As described in 
DSEIR chapter 5, Section 5.5, based on the projected daily park & ride (PNR) ridership, the 
parking supply at Pilgrim Junction Station will be sufficient to meet the peak parking 
demand under Phase 1 and Full Build operations, which are 453 and 483 daily parkers, 
respectively. 


Because the Pilgrim Junction Station is within Zone II of a municipal groundwater well, 
stormwater runoff will be treated so that at least 44 percent of total suspended solids are 
removed prior to discharge to an infiltration structure and the infiltration. Best 
Management Practices (BMPs) will be sized to maximize infiltration. Details of the 
requirements and proposed stormwater BMPs are described in the DSEIR Chapter 8, 
Section 8.4.4.3. 


While the Commuter rail lines along the Old Colony Route, including the Middleborough 
Mail Line, have capacity constraints that stem from pinch points closer to the City, the 
Phase 1 service will provide at least three peak period daily trips to the South Coast Region 
until the implementation of the Full Build. This service will be achieved by extending the 
Middleborough Commuter Rail line, and utilizing only one new train set to achieve the 
service. This can be achieved within the constraints on the lines that exist today. 


The Administration is committed to advancing the design and permitting of the Full Build 
Project. The use of Middleborough Secondary as a Phase 1 service is not an alternative to 
the Full Build. The design and permitting for the Full Build are advancing and will continue 
to advance as Phase 1 construction gets underway. 
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Comment # 


158-14 Cathleen Salley |Expanding services to the SCR will exasperate the existing 
barriers you already have to provide service to the Old Colony lines. These existing barriers will prevent Cape 


service from ever expanding. This will also kill the very popular and profitable Cape Flyer Service. 


158-15 Cathleen Salley |The cost of building the SCR Phase 1 is an egregious amount of wasteful spending on the backs of all 
Massachusetts's residents. A projected cost of $935Mil for a projected 1610 new commuters comes out to 


$580K per person. 


158-16 Cathleen Salley |Where | have found other very creative mathematical coincidences in the report | do not trust that there will 


even be 1610 new Commuter Rail riders. 


158-17 Cathleen Salley || and many others don't believe you will ever build Phase 2. 


159-1 Nona Sbordone_ |For too long the residents of Southeastern Massachusetts have been without passenger rail service to 


Boston. | urge you to complete phase 1 of the project by its intended date of 2022. 


Phase 1 has been designed to ensure that new project elements and extended service on 
the Middleborough Line do not impair current service or preclude future increases in 
service to Cape Cod. The Phase 1 Service is an extension of the existing commuter rail 
service and will utilize trains that run on the Middleborough Commuter Rail alignment 
today and run them to Fall River and New Bedford. This will not interfere with the weekend 
Cape Flyer Service that uses the Middleborough Main Line today. Any increase in service 
to Cape Cod to allow for daily commuter rail service would need to be accommodated on 
the same trains that run on this line today. Service could be accommodated through a 
cross platform transfer at Pilgrim Junction. Increased service to Cape Cod will be studied 
and modeled from an operations and infrastructure perspective to determine demand and 
frequency of service. 


By phasing service, the SCR Program will construct elements of the Full Build in the 
Southern Triangle at an earlier date than in a non-phased program, which will result in 
escalation savings of approximately $152.90 million — in comparison, the elements of Phase 
1 that are not included in the Full Build service (but will result in freight improvements and 


resiliency in the event of service disruptions) will cost approximately $124.84 million. Phase 


1 will construct the Southern Triangle, an essential element of the Full-Build, and result in 
inflation cost savings. It is not a further cost increase. For the analysis of the costs 
associated with the Project are described in Chapter 2, Section 2.3.9. 


As described in DSEIR Chapter 2, Section 2.7.1, consistent with the approach taken in the 
FEIS/FEIR, ridership was modeled for the Phase 1 service using a travel demand model 
developed by the Central Transportation Planning Staff (CTPS) of the Boston Region 
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO). The CTPS model uses a process consistent with 
that of other major transportation projects in eastern Massachusetts. The CTPS regional 
model and its underlying assumptions are subject to review and approval by the Federal 
Highway Administration and Federal Transit Administration because the model is used to 
develop the regional emissions estimates used for transportation conformity 
determinations on the Long-Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) and Transportation 
Improvement Program (TIP). Appendix A describes details about the ridership analysis, 
including model basis, inputs, and results. 


The Administration is committed to advancing the design and permitting of the Full Build 
Project. The use of Middleborough Secondary as a Phase 1 service is not an alternative to 
the Full Build. The design and permitting for the Full Build are advancing and will continue 
to advance as Phase 1 construction gets underway. 


MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 
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Comment # 


160-1 Sheryl Sears Better access to higher earning wages, better access to universities, better access to medical specialists and |MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 
more opportunity for travel and tourism are all of the reasons that we need to see phase 1 of the 
SouthCoast Rail Project completed by 2022. | urge all involved to make this a reality for the residents of 
Southeastern Massachusetts. 


mode of operation has been occurring for many decades, and there is no reason to think it will change; the 
finances and reliability of service will continue to decline. 





161-1 George Seaver |After 3 years of “reform”, the MBTA has a deficit of $111,000,000, will require a fare increase, and, of great MassDOT and the MBTA are preparing a financing and operations plan that will be 
importance to Bourne residents, will require an increase in the assessments to participating towns. This presented to the Fiscal Management and Control Board. 





















162-1 Jody Seivert | urge you to support and pass the legislation needed to bring South Coast Rail to this region. In addition to }MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 
bringing access to Boston jobs, education, healthcare and entertainment, it also brings affordable housing 
and the creative coastal community 
in New Bedford to aspiring professional and trades people who have been forced out of the Boston housing 
market due to pricing and availability. 

163-1 Cindy Senra Better access to higher earning wages, better access to universities, better access to medical specialists and |MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 
more opportunity for travel and tourism are all of the reasons that we need to see phase 1 of the 
SouthCoast Rail Project completed by 2022. | urge all involved to make this a reality for the residents of 
Southeastern Massachusetts. 

164-1 Alexander Silva _|People in this corner of the state not only need, but deserve this service. Please do everything you can to MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 
make it a reality. 

165-1 Ken Silva Better access to higher earning wages, better access to universities, better access to medical specialists and |MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 
more opportunity for travel and tourism are all of the reasons that we need to see phase 1 of the 
SouthCoast Rail Project completed by 2022. | urge all involved to make this a reality for the residents of 
Southeastern Massachusetts. 

166-1 David Slutz The right-away's are already in place and the plans dawn up and while | am simplifying a complicated project}MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 
there is no reason we can have people on the train by 2022 or sooner - | strongly urge you to make this 
happen. 

167-1 Ann Soares This is such an important project for the south coast and the environment. | look forward to the completion }MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 
and happy people who will benefit from a commuter train. 

168-1 Maggie The residents of Southeastern Massachusetts deserve commuter rail service to Boston. This service will help }|MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 






Tomkiewicz to bring affordable housing to the Greater Boston Area and additionally provide a host of economic 


Opportunities to areas of the Southern triangle that have been promised rail service for so long. 


69-1 

| 
Tremouille Entrance to Middleborough Station. to the station from Route 28 would be beneficial and practicable. 

170-2 Robert Consider the use of the existing roadway from Route 28 to MassDOT property for parking access. MassDOT will work with the town of Middleborough to investigate whether a new roadway 


170-3 Robert Obtain added parking as necessary from the former car dealership through which MassDOT is currently Parking at each station is being designed to avoid altering previously undisturbed land, 


Tremouille proposing vehicle access to the parking at the station. reduce the amount of impervious coverage to the extent practicable, and provide the 


appropriate number of spaces to support projected Full Build ridership. As described in 
DSEIR chapter 5, Section 5.5, based on the projected daily park & ride (PNR) ridership, the 
parking supply at Pilgrim Junction Station will be sufficient to meet the peak parking 
demand under Phase 1 and Full Build operations, which are 453 and 483 daily parkers, 
respectively. 
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Comment #_|Commenter 


170-4 Robert Sell the existing parking at Middleborough/Lakeville Station for housing use. MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 
Tremouille 

170-5 Provide access for the house in the area of the current station to get to the new station. MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 
Tremouille 


171-1 John Vaughn Better access to higher earning wages, better access to universities, better access to medical specialists and |MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 
more opportunity for travel and tourism are all of the reasons that we need to see phase 1 of the 
SouthCoast Rail Project completed by 2022. | urge all involved to make this a reality for the residents of 






172-1 Nathan Vaughn MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 
South Coast Rail will finally become reality for a region too long left behind from economic 
prosperity. 

173-1 Norman Vieria |My concerns are the home is nearly 100 years old added stress such as ground vibration noise decibels As described in Chapter 10 of the DSEIR, an option for reducing train horn noise impacts 
increasing rail line activity such as the loud horns used when crossing and a increase of traffic will there be |under FRA regulations (49 CFR Parts 222 and 229) would be for the City to establish “quiet 
an increase in crime and will property value suffer with that said the other concern is behind the house the |zones” at grade crossings. Drainage along the right-of-way will be improved as part of the 
wetland and trees which provide a canape also any changes to the land drainage that could go badly or track upgrades. Wetland impacts will be minimized to the maximum extent practicable and 
could greatly improve things . permitted pursuant to the Wetlands Protection Act. 


174-1 Gloria Vincent Please make use of the existing, in use track,which currently runs up to Middleboro, MA. | am in support of —}|MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 
the South Coast rail service.Please move this project forward. This will alleviate air pollution as it will take 


many vehicles from the road, create jobs and encourage tourism. 


175-1 Steve Voluckas |The DSEIR under consideration includes the Pilgrim Junction Station concept, yet totally ignores the need Efforts such as the MBTA's Commuter Rail Vision Study, Focus40, and the Governor's 
and economic benefit of including service to/from Providence and TF Green Airport as part of SEMRail, and =|Commission on the Future of Transportation in the Commonwealth include studies of 
the benefits of using the ATB secondary. additional regional rail service. 

175-2 Steve Voluckas |My suggestions mainly focused on using the Attleboro ATB secondary which apparently had been discarded |As explained in DSEIR Chapter 2, Section 2.3.3, selecting the Attleboro Alternative for the 
during the original SCR assessment. Phase 1 service would not achieve the goal of Phase 1 to deliver commuter rail service to 

New Bedford and Fall River in a more timely manner than the Full Build because it would 
require significant infrastructure improvements. Additionally, this option is constrained by 
the congestion of the Northeast corridor, and would require a reverse move to achieve. 
Therefore, this option was dismissed from further consideration. Please see DEIS/DEIR 
Chapter 3 for a complete analysis of the Attleboro Alternatives. 

175-3 Steve Voluckas |There was no response about PROVIDENCE SERVICE, nor any evaluation of economic of costs and benefits. |The stated purpose of the SCR Project is to more fully meet the existing and future 


demand for public transportation between Fall River/New Bedford and Boston and to 
enhance regional mobility while supporting smart growth planning and development 
strategies in the South Coast communities. Service to Providence falls outside of the 
Project Purpose. However, efforts including the MBTA's Commuter Rail Vision Study, 
Focus40, and the Governor's Commission on the Future of Transportation in the 
Commonwealth will assess additional regional rail service. 


175-4 


Steve Voluckas _|There was no response to the suggestion of expanding SCR to include other SE Mass towns including The stated purpose of the SCR Project is to more fully meet the existing and future 
Wareham, Buzzards Bay, and Cape Cod, even though there had been similar hearings during this SCR demand for public transportation between Fall River/New Bedford and Boston and to 


process. Again, no word as to why SEMR was not evaluated. enhance regional mobility while supporting smart growth planning and development 
strategies in the South Coast communities. Service to Wareham, Buzzards Bay, and Cape 
Cod falls outside of the Project Purpose. However, efforts including the MBTA's Commuter 
Rail Vision Study, Focus40, and the Governor's Commission on the Future of Transportation 
in the Commonwealth will include studies of additional regional rail service. 


GSc-L 


Comment # 


175-5 Steve Voluckas _|There was no response to returning TAUNTON as the rail hub/ center of SCR/SEMR, rather than bypassing it |DSEIR Chapter 2, Section 2.4.3, describes the analysis of Cotley Junction Service Option 1, 
until the Stoughton Electric is built. which included service to Taunton Station via a reverse move. 
175-6 Steve Voluckas |Use of the ATTLEBORO SECONDARY response, cited the difficulties of providing service to Boston without |The stated purpose of the SCR Project is to more fully meet the existing and future 
major construction (additional tracks) along the NEC as the reason this option was discarded and given no {demand for public transportation between Fall River/New Bedford and Boston and to 
further consideration. It does not examine the possibility of expanding rail service between Attleboro and enhance regional mobility while supporting smart growth planning and development 
Providence, and that except for a 4 mile section of only two tracks, most of the 11.5 mile distance currently |strategies in the South Coast communities. MassDOT and the MBTA are preparing a 
has three or four tracks (NEC+ 1 or 2) and space where these tracks could be upgraded. financing and operations plan that will be presented to the Fiscal Management and Control 
Board. 
Melanie Wallis — |This service will not only help to make affordable housing more accessible to those in the Greater Boston MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 
Area, it will provide better access to higher paid employment, higher education, medical specialists, and 
more opportunity for travel and tourism for the residents of the South Coast. Please, we need to see phase 1 
of the SouthCoast Rail Project completed by 2022. Please, make this a reality for the residents of 
Southeastern Massachusetts. 


176-1 


176-2 Melanie Wallis — |Please, we need to see phase 1 of the South Coast Rail Project completed by 2022. Please, make this a reality; MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 


for the residents of Southeastern Massachusetts. 


177-1 


Joan Wickersham |I heartily support the decision to pursue the Middleborough route for South Coast Rail commuter (and also |MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 
passenger!!) service. 





178-1 Marji Wyatt The residents of Southeastern Massachusetts deserve commuter rail service to Boston. This service will help }|MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 
to bring affordable housing to the Greater Boston Area and additionally provide a host of economic 


opportunities to areas of the Southern triangle that have been promised rail service for so long. 





179-1 


Stella Xifaras- Everyone | have talked too in our area supports this and has been looking forward to hearing about the rail }MassDOT thanks you for your comment. 
Piva 
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Mitigation and Draft Section 61 Findings 


2.1 Introduction 


The Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act (MEPA) regulations at 301 CMR 11.07(j) outline mitigation 
measures to be addressed in the Environmental Impact Report (EIR) process, including an “assessment 
of physical, biological and chemical measures and management techniques designed to limit negative 
environmental impacts or to cause positive environmental impacts during development and operation 
of a Project.” The Secretary of the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs’ (EEA) 
Certificate on the Draft Supplemental EIR (DSEIR) for the South Coast Rail (SCR) Project (the Project) 
included requirements for the scope of the Draft Supplemental EIR (DSEIR) required that this 
document provide a mitigation chapter that: 


e Includes an updated and revised chapter that summarizes mitigation measures associated with 
Phase 1 including a summary table of all mitigation commitments. 


e Includes proposed mitigation measures for Phase 1, contains clear commitments to implement 
mitigation measures, estimates of the individual costs of each proposed measure, identifies the 
parties responsible for implementation, and contains as schedule for implementation. 


e Notes any changes to mitigation and/or draft Section 61 findings since issuance of the Certificate 
on the DSEIR. 


This chapter provides the requested information. 
2.2 Proposed Section 61 Findings 


Massachusetts General Law Chapter 30, Section 61 authorizes state agencies with permitting 
responsibilities to make an official determination regarding potential impacts from a proposed project 
and whether impacts have been avoided, minimized, and/or mitigated for appropriately. The Law 
requires agencies/authorities to issue a determination that includes a finding describing the 
environmental impact, if any, of the project and whether all feasible measures have been taken to 
avoid or minimize said impact. Changes to the draft Section 61 Findings are limited to specific 
provisions for Threatened and Endangered Species protection and are shown in bold in the summary 
and Table 2-2. 


This section provides a brief overview of the proposed SCR Project and the Phase 1 Project; explains 
the history of the MEPA review process for the Project; outlines required state and federal permits and 
their authorities; summarizes mitigation commitments for permanent and construction-related 
impacts; and provides draft Section 61 determination language for state agencies. 
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2.2.1 Project Description 


The Commonwealth of Massachusetts is committed to moving forward with the SCR Project and to 
doing so in a manner that provides long-awaited commuter rail service for the South Coast region as 
soon as possible. For this reason, MassDOT is proceeding with permitting and early actions on the 
Stoughton Straight Electric Alternative already reviewed under MEPA while also proposing to adopt a 
phased approach that will provide service years before revenue service is possible at Full Build. 
MassDOT has advanced the option of an interim service extending to both New Bedford and Fall River 
using the existing Middleborough Main Line, while work simultaneously proceeds to design, permit 
and fund the Full Build Project. Phase 1 (the Phase 1 Project) will provide service from New Bedford, 
Fall River and Taunton to Boston using the existing Middleborough Secondary Line and the existing 
Middleborough Main Line. 


The majority of the Phase 1 corridor will consist of the Southern Triangle, which has already been 
reviewed as part of the FEIS/FEIR. The Southern Triangle extends from Cotley Junction in Taunton to 
Fall River (using the Fall River Secondary Line) and to New Bedford (using the New Bedford Main Line). 
The Southern Triangle is an existing active freight rail corridor, and the Project will improve the track 
infrastructure and add stations and overnight layover facilities for commuter rail service. The new 
element to be included in the Phase 1 Service is the use of the Middleborough Secondary to connect 
to the Middleborough Main Line. 


The DSEIR analyzed new elements being proposed as part of Phase 1 (new Phase 1 elements), which 
include: 


e Improvements to track infrastructure on the Middleborough Secondary, an active freight line; 
e Anew station at Pilgrim Junction in Middleborough; 
e Anew station in East Taunton south of Cotley Junction; and 


e Modifications to previously studied stations at Freetown and Fall River. 


2.2.2 History of MEPA Review 


The SCR Project has been extensively studied in different configurations for over 25 years. In 2002, a 
FEIR, prepared by the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority (MBTA), concluded that the 
Stoughton Alternative was the most practicable and feasible of the alternatives and identified it as the 
preferred route. On August 30, 2002, the MEPA Secretary of Environmental Affairs (now the Secretary 
of Energy and Environmental Affairs) issued a Final Certificate (Executive Office of Environmental 
Affairs [EOEA] File # 10509) stating that the FEIS/FEIR adequately and properly complied with MEPA 
and its implementing regulations. The Certificate authorized MassDOT to proceed with planning for 
the SCR Project as an extension of the existing Stoughton Line. However, further planning was delayed 
until April 2007, when the Commonwealth of Massachusetts released South Coast Rail: A Plan for 
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Action, and the Project became a priority transportation initiative for the Commonwealth under the 
Patrick Administration. 


For the Project to proceed to construction it will be necessary for MassDOT to obtain a permit for the 
discharge of dredged or fill material in waters of the United States under Section 404 of the Clean 
Water Act from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE). This requires the USACE to conduct a 
federal environmental review in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The 
USACE and MEPA agreed to coordinate the environmental review for the Project. As the lead federal 
agency for the environmental review pursuant to NEPA, the USACE prepared a federal Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS), which MassDOT reviewed and adopted as its state-required EIR. 


The coordinated environmental review process began with a joint federal/state scoping process. Key 
milestones included: 


e MassDOT, as the lead state agency, submitted an Environmental Notification Form (ENF) to EEA 
on November 15, 2008 for public review under MEPA, concurrent with the USACE’s public scoping 
process under NEPA. 


e The Secretary of EEA reviewed the Project (EEA No. 14346) and issued a Certificate on the ENF, 
with a Scope for the Draft EIR (DEIR), on April 3, 2009. 


e Acombined DEIS/DEIR was filed with the MEPA Office on March 15, 2011, and the Secretary issued 
a Certificate on the DEIR, with a Scope for the FEIS/FEIR, on June 29, 2011. 


e The FEIS/FEIR was released in September 2013. The Secretary issued a Final Certificate in 
November 2013, indicating that the FEIR adequately and properly complied with MEPA and its 
implementing regulations and that the Project could proceed to permitting, thus completing the 
MEPA process. 


To date, the USACE has not issued the Record of Decision needed to complete the NEPA process for 
the Full Build. USACE will be conducting additional NEPA review of Phase 1 as part of its Section 404 
process. 


Since the 2013 FEIS/FEIR, MassDOT has advanced the design of the Project, and determined that the 
timeline for implementing service was significantly longer than originally anticipated and, in fact, 
extended out several years beyond the previously produced schedule. MassDOT also determined that 
the cost of the Project was substantially greater than previously anticipated. MassDOT believes that 
service to the South Coast communities is critical, and such a delay (anticipated to be constructed no 
sooner than 2030) is not ideal. Therefore, MassDOT has adopted a phased approach to the Project. In 
accordance with 310 CMR 11.00, MassDOT filed a NPC on March 15, 2017 describing the phased 
approach to Project implementation. A Certificate was issued on May 26, 2017, with a scope for a 
DSEIR limited to an analysis of the proposed changes associated with Phase 1 of the Project. According 
to the Certificate, upon review of the DSEIR, the Secretary may determine that no substantive issues 
remain to be addressed and that the document shall be reviewed as a FSEIR, or that the Proponent 
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must file a Response to Comments on the DSEIR and Proposed Section 61 Findings, which shall be 


reviewed as the FSEIR. 


On March 30, 2018 the Secretary issued a certificate in the DSEIR indicating that the document 
adequately and properly complies with MEPA and its implementing regulations and that MassDOT 


must provide a Responses to Comments on the DSEIR and provide updated draft Section 61 Findings. 


2.2.3 Related Permits and Approvals 


The FEIS/FEIR provided a detailed discussion of permits required to construct the Project. Phase 1 will 


require the agency permits and approvals listed in Table 2-1. Permits for the remainder of the SCR 


Project (Full Build) will be deferred. 


Table 2-1 


Permit 
Wetland Protection Act Orders of Conditions 


Section 401 Water Quality Certification 


Section 404 Clean Water Act 
Chapter 91 Licenses 


Massachusetts Coastal Zone Management 
Consistency Determination 


Conservation and Management Permit 


massDOT (T) 


State and Federal Permits and Clearances 


Phase 1 
Middleborough 
Lakeville 
Raynham 
Taunton 
Berkley 
Freetown 

Fall River 

New Bedford 


Individual WQC 
required for State of 
Good Repair Project 


Individual WQC for 
Phase 1 Infrastructure 


Required 


Required (Weaver's 
Cove Layover only) 


No additional 
consistency 
determination 


Required 


Full Build (Post Phase 1) 
Canton 
Stoughton 
Easton 
Raynham 
Taunton 
Berkley 
Lakeville 
Freetown 
Fall River 
New Bedford 


Required 


Required 
Required 


No additional consistency 
determination 


Required 
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Table 2-1 State and Federal Permits and Clearances 
Permit Phase 1 Full Build (Post Phase 1) 


MEPA Clearance Required for new Issued in 2013 
Phase 1 elements 
(Middleborough 
Secondary, new 
stations) 


NEPA Clearance Required for USACE Required for USACE 
Section 404 Permit Section 404 Permit 


The on-going MassDOT State of Good Repair program will require Water Quality Certification, a 
Section 404 Permit (anticipated under the Massachusetts General Permit), and a “no-take” 
determination under the Massachusetts Endangered Species Act. These permits are being undertaken 
as part of the SGR program and schedule. 


2.2.4 Draft Section 61 Findings 


Proposed Section 61 Findings for the Project have been prepared by MassDOT to comply with the 
requirements of Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 30, Section 61, and MEPA regulations at 301 
CMR 11.07(6)(k), which require state agencies and authorities to review, evaluate, and determine the 
impacts on the natural environment of all projects or activities requiring permits issued by the state. 
State agencies are also asked to issue findings describing environmental impacts and to certify that all 
feasible measures have been taken by MassDOT to avoid or minimize these impacts. Revised Section 
61 Findings will be required from agencies with responsibilities for issuing the following permits for 
work associated with Phase 1 as described in this DSEIR and the FEIS/FEIR, and from MassDOT for 
funding for construction. These permits include: 


e Wetlands Protection Act Orders of Conditions (if a Superseding Order is required); 

e Chapter 91 License (Weaver's Cove Layover Facility); and 

e Massachusetts Endangered Species Act Conservation and Management Permit. 

e 401 Water Quality Certification 

The italicized text in the following paragraphs is a proposed Section 61 Finding by MassDOT that 


extends to cover all potential impacts of the Project. 


Project Name: South Coast Rail Phase 7 

Project Location: Fall River/New Bedford to Boston 

Project Proponent: | Massachusetts Department of Transportation 
EOEA Number: 14346 
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The potential environmental impacts of the project have been characterized and quantified in the DSEIR, 
which is incorporated by reference into this Section 67 Finding. Throughout the planning and 
environmental review process, MassDOT has been working to develop measures to mitigate significant 
impacts of the proposed project. With the mitigation proposed and carried out tn cooperation with state 
agencies, [Agency] finds that there are no significant unmitigated impacts. 


MassDOT has prepared a table of Proposed Mitigation Commitments (Table 2-2 of the FSEIR) that 
specifies, for both temporary and permanent impacts, the mitigation that MassDOT will provide. 


Therefore, [Agency] having reviewed the MEPA filings for the South Coast Rail Project, including the 
mitigation measures summarized tn Chapter 2 of the FSEIR finds pursuant to M.G.L. C. 30, $61, that, with 
the implementation of these mitigation measures, all practicable and feasible means and measures will 
have been taken to avoid or minimize potential damage from the project to the environment. In making 
this finding, [Agency] has considered reasonably foreseeable climate change impacts, including 
additional greenhouse gas emissions, and effects, such as predicted sea level rise. 


2.3 Avoidance and Minimization 


As described throughout the DSEIR, measures have been identified to avoid and minimize impacts, 
while meeting the transportation purpose and need of the Project. 


Each element of Phase 1 has been designed by MassDOT to avoid impacts to environmental and social 
resources. Each element was developed to maximize the use of existing transportation infrastructure 
corridors, thereby avoiding or minimizing impacts to undeveloped lands and natural resources. The 
Project used an iterative process of identifying sites for potential stations that sought to avoid impacts 
to wetlands, threatened and endangered species habitat, water resources, Areas of Critical 
Environmental Concern and open space, as well as to residential areas and businesses. Single track, 
with passing sidings as needed, will be employed to reduce wetland impacts. Stations have been 
designed to minimize traffic impacts, and to minimize land acquisitions. 


MassDOT anticipates that additional measures to minimize unavoidable impacts will be undertaken 
during the preliminary and final design stages through (among other elements) the refined grading 
design of tracks and roadways, station layout, and the design of bridges and culverts. 


2.4 Updated Summary of Mitigation Commitments 


The following sections provide an overview of the conceptual mitigation measures that will mature 
into more specific, implementation-oriented mitigation measures during final design and permitting. 
The mitigation measures that MassDOT and MBTA have committed to related to the content of this 
FSEIR are listed in Table 2-2. The mitigation requirements of the Secretary's Certificate on the 2011 
DEIR that apply to previously-studied aspects of the Project were provided in the 2013 FEIS/FEIR and 
are summarized in Table 2-2. 
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2.4.1 Land Alteration 

The Project has been designed to eliminate, minimize and/or mitigate potential impacts of land 

alteration to the extent practicable by: 

e Selecting locations for new Project elements that are on previously developed lands and lands 
that are adjacent or proximate to the existing freight line; 


e Designing the stations to comply with the Massachusetts Stormwater Standards; and 


e Implementing erosion and sedimentation controls during construction. 


2.4.2 Environmental Justice 


No mitigation for environmental justice communities is required for Phase 1 because there are no 
disproportionate adverse impacts to environmental justice communities. Phased service will benefit all 
environmental justice communities previously identified and evaluated in the FEIS/FEIR because it 
provides passenger rail service to the South Coast earlier than the Full Build South Coast Rail Project. 


2.4.3 Traffic and Transportation 


Intersection and roadway operations at each of the municipalities impacted by Phase 1 will be 
mitigated as follows: 


Middleborough 


e Complete a road safety audit (RSA) at the intersection of Route 105/Route 28 and implement 
recommended improvements; 


e Modify traffic signal timing/phasing at Route 105/Route 28, including providing adequate 
pedestrian crossing times; 


e Modify traffic signal timing/phasing at Route 105/Il-495 northbound. Provide new crosswalk across 
Route 105; 


e Install high-visibility materials, advanced signage, and flashing beacon warning devices at the 
existing unsignalized crosswalks across Route 28 at West Street and at Elm Street; and 


e Modify the traffic signal timing at Route 105/Route 79/Commercial Street. 


Taunton 
e Install new traffic signal at Route 140/Industrial Drive; 
e Install pre-signals at the Route 140 grade crossing; 


e Restripe Route 140 southbound between Industrial Drive and Route 24 southbound; and 
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e Modify traffic signal timings/phasing at Route 140 with Mozzone Boulevard and with Route 24 
southbound ramps to provide preemption phasing during gate closure. 


Freetown 
e Install advanced warning signage along South Main Street and at Freetown Station driveway; and 


e Install dynamic messages signing along approach where sight distance is deficient. 


Fall River 


e Widen North Main Street on both approaches to President Avenue; 


e Update traffic signal timing/phasing at North Main Street/President Avenue and _ increase 
pedestrian crossing time; and 


e Increase the pedestrian crossing time at North Davol Street/President Avenue. 


Construction Period Impacts 


Each municipality is expected to experience limited traffic impacts associated with construction of 
stations and parking. Temporary construction impacts include construction related traffic and 
potentially minor traffic disruptions during the construction or upgrading of station driveways. These 
impacts are expected to terminate when construction is complete. The Project will work with the 
agency or municipality that has jurisdiction over the roadway (as well as public safety officials from 
each municipality) during the development of temporary traffic control plans. Construction Is 
proposed to take place during off-peak traffic periods to minimize impacts to the traveling public. 
With respect to grade crossing improvements, at this stage of design, no detours are anticipated given 
the proposed improvements. If detours are found necessary as design progresses, the Project will 
coordinate with appropriate state and local officials. 


2.4.4 Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Emissions 


The results of the mesoscale air quality analysis of the Phase 1 stations demonstrate that all the 
pollutant concentrations will be below the National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS), therefore 
no mitigation is required. 


The microscale analysis evaluated the potential for impact of motor vehicles and train locomotives on 
hotspot locations around the grade crossings and proposed stations under worst-case scenarios in 
association with Phase 1. The analysis demonstrates that operations will comply with federal and 
Massachusetts ambient air quality regulations, therefore no mitigation is required. 


Since the Project will not increase greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, further mitigation measures are 
not required by the MEPA GHG Policy. However, as part of the Phase 1 Service, the Project will further 
reduce GHG emissions by: 
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e Installing electric vehicle charging equipment in commuter rail station parking lots; and 


e Utilizing light emitting diode (LED) technology for lighting at the commuter rail stations to further 
reduce the minimal electricity consumption. 


To reduce criteria pollutants and GHG emissions from temporary construction activities, construction 
contractors will be contractually required to adhere to all applicable regulations regarding control of 
construction vehicles emissions. MBTA construction contractors will: 


e Be required to maintain in a state of good repair all motor vehicles, machinery, and equipment 
associated with construction activities; 


e Prohibit excessive idling of construction equipment engines in compliance with 310 CMR 7.11, 
including posting of on-site signage; 


e Specify that all diesel construction equipment used on-site will be fitted with after-engine emission 
controls such as diesel oxidation catalysts (DOCs) or diesel particulate filters (DPFs); 


e Be required to utilize ultra-low sulfur diesel fuel for all off-road construction vehicles as an 
additional measure to reduce air emissions from construction activities; 


e Implement protective measures around the construction and demolition work to protect 
pedestrians and prevent dust and debris from leaving the site or entering the surrounding 
community; 


e Mitigate wind erosion to open soil areas by requiring spraying with water; 


e Implement other dust control methods, such as wheel washing and avoiding dust-generating work 
on high wind days, to ensure minimization of the off-site transport of dust; and 


e Regularly sweep adjacent roadway surfaces during the construction period to minimize airborne 
dust and particulate matter from vehicular traffic. 


2.4.5 Climate Change 

For Phase 1, Project designers are analyzing all Project components in terms of their vulnerability to 
the climate change impacts associated with heat and flooding based on the following procedure: 

1. Refer to projected future climate conditions scenario; 

2. Identify exposure to climate change impacts; 

3. Identify sensitivity to changing climate conditions; 


4. Consider the component's adaptive capacity based on the component's useful life; and 
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5. Choose appropriate design solution(s). 

Potential design solutions for mitigating and adapting to potential climate-related impacts may 
include, but are not limited to: 

e Reducing runoff from impervious surfaces; 

e Appropriately sizing drainage structures; 

e Consider movable and/or permanent barriers to protect vulnerable portions of rail lines; 

e Design new/replacement culverts to stream crossing standards; 

e Raise electrical components above future flood elevations; 

e Design station shelters and landscaping to maximize shade and reduce heat gain; 

e Periodically monitor effectiveness of current rail-neutral temperatures; and 

e Explore potential use of off-grid renewable energy for back-up power generation at station sites. 


In addition, Phase 1 will help improve the SCR Project's future flexibility and adaptive capacity by 
providing an alternate route that will continue to connect the South Coast to Metro Boston in the case 
of an emergency that renders the Stoughton Line temporarily inoperable in some areas. 


2.4.6 Wetlands, Water Quality and Waterways 


Wetlands and Floodplains 


Mitigation will be provided in each community where unavoidable permanent wetland impacts are 
proposed, with the goal of providing an adequate area of mitigation on-site and in-kind to offset the 
lost functions and values, in accordance with the Wetlands Protection Act (WPA) regulations (310 CMR 
10.00), as follows: 


e Mitigation for impacted Bordering Vegetated Wetland (BVW) will be located in the same 
watershed, and support the same habitat type, hydrological regime, ecological functions, and 
other key characteristic as the impacted resource area; 


e Mitigation will be provided at a minimum impact-to-mitigation ratio of 1:1 for all proposed 
permanent BVW impacts at one location within each municipality; and 


e Bordering Land Subject to Flooding (BLSF) mitigation, which will be provided at a 1:1 ratio to supply 
compensatory flood storage for any flood storage lost due to fill required, would be designed to 
provide sufficient flood storage volume incrementally equal to the theoretical volume of flood water 
at each elevation, up to and including the 100-year flood elevation, that would be displaced by the 
proposed fill. All BLSF mitigation will occur within the same floodplain as the impact. 
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Mitigation for wetland resources subject to federal jurisdiction will be provided in addition to the 


mitigation developed for WPA impacts to meet the requirements for each wetland cover type 


impacted, as follows: 


Mitigation will be in-kind with respect to the cover type of the impacted wetlands, within the same 
watershed, and of sufficient area to offset the functions and values of the impacted resources; and 


Where compliance with USACE mitigation guidance ratios would require additional mitigation 
over and above WPA required mitigation, an In-Lieu Fee (ILF) Agreement will be established in 
accordance with USACE procedures. 


Surface and Groundwater Resources 


Impacts to surface and groundwater resources are not anticipated. The following Best Management 


Practices (BMP) will be employed to ensure protection of Water Quality through construction and 


operation of the system: 


Sediment forebays will be constructed to remove suspended solids and reduce other 
contaminants, such as hydrocarbons and grease, that may be present as a result of spills, drips, or 
exhaust due to the train traffic on the rails. 


A Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) will be developed during final design that will 
identify BMPs that will be used to protect receiving waters from sediment discharges during the 
construction period. 


New and reconstructed swales within the rail corridor will include water quality features such as 
check dams, sediment forebays, and outlet protection stone to reduce erosion and the 
concentration of total suspended solids (TSS) in runoff from the Project Area. 


The MBTA will adhere to the approved Vegetation Management Plan (VMP), as implemented 
through its Yearly Operating Plans (YOPs), which restricts the use of herbicides in areas adjacent 
to wetlands or sensitive resources such as public or private drinking water supplies. 


Areas subject to heavy vehicular use will be treated as Land Uses with Higher Potential Pollutant 
Loads (LUHPPLs) under the Stormwater Management Standards. 


In compliance with the Clean Water Act, Section 303 (d), and the Massachusetts Surface Water 
Quality Standards (314 CMR 4.00), all Project elements will be constructed to prevent the release 
of sanitary sewage into receiving waters, which is the major source of bacteria and other 
pathogens that are the cause of the impairment under Final Pathogen TMDL for the Taunton River 
Watershed. Infiltration practices are proposed at the Freetown and Fall River stations to treat 
stormwater through infiltration to the underlying soils and promote groundwater recharge. These 
BMPs will help minimize bacteria loading from ambient sources such as birds and other wildlife. 
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e In compliance with the Safe Drinking Water Act, the stormwater management system at Pilgrim 
Junction Station, which is within Zone II to a municipal groundwater well, will be designed with 
additional pre-treatment. 


e Incompliance with the Massachusetts Groundwater Quality Standards (314 CMR 6.00), the Project 
includes stormwater BMPs designed to promote recharge of groundwater to the maximum extent 
practicable. Pretreatment of runoff prior to recharge will ensure that groundwater quality is not 
impacted by the Project. 

Stormwater and Water Quality 

The Project has been designed to comply with Section 402 of the Clean Water Act and the 


Massachusetts Stormwater Management Standards and Guidelines. The Project will: 


e Implement stormwater improvements at Pilgrim Junction, East Taunton, Freetown, and Fall River 
Depot Stations as described in Section 8.4.5 of the DSEIR, including: 


o Design BMPs in accordance with Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
(MassDEP) guidance for stormwater management; 


o Comply with MassDEP’s Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDL) for the Taunton River; 


o Mitigate for the increase in peak flow rate and required recharge and water quality 
volumes associated with an increase in impervious area; and 


o Perform geotechnical investigations at each site to obtain the necessary information to 
determine final BMP locations and designs as Project design progresses. 


e Implement stormwater improvements along the Middleborough Secondary as described in 
Section 8.4.5 of the DSEIR, including: 


o Reconstruct existing drainage features; and 
o Design drainage systems to collect and convey runoff from the 50-year storm. 


e Obtain authorization to discharge stormwater during construction under the National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) program General Permit for Construction Activities; and 


e Draft and implement a SWPPP in compliance with the NPDES General Permit for Construction 
Activities. 
Waterways 


The new Phase 1 elements described in the DSEIR do not include any impacts to areas subject to MGL 
Chapter 91, and therefore do not require any related mitigation. 
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2.4.7 Biodiversity and Wildlife Habitat 


Mitigation for impacts to regulated resources such as wetlands, waterways, and threatened and 
endangered species will incorporate measures to protect and enhance the biodiversity of these 
resources. Mitigation for temporary and permanent impacts to protected species will comply with the 
requirements of the Conservation and Management Permit. Detailed site-specific, species-specific 
mitigation measures will be developed in the permit process in consultation with NHESP. These 
measures will include: 


e Installing barriers to exclude turtle species from the work zones; 

e Implementing a construction-period turtle protection plan; 

e Implementing a construction-period rare plant protection plan; 

e Installing between-the-ties wildlife crossings; 

e Monitoring and maintaining between-the-ties wildlife crossings post-construction; 
e Restoring vegetation to areas of temporary disturbance within turtle habitat zones; 


e Implementing a post-construction invasive species control plan in areas near rare plant 
populations; 


e Restricting herbicide use in areas near rare plant populations; and 
e Providing funding to the Eastern Box Turtle Mitigation Bank. 


Additional measures to protect fisheries and the Northern Long-eared bat during construction will 
include: 
e Adhering to tree removal time-of-year (TOY) restrictions related to Northern Long-eared Bat; 
and 
e Adhering to TOY restrictions for anadromous and catadromous fish for culvert and bridge 
replacements. 


2.4.88 Noise and Vibration 


Noise 


The MBTA is committed to providing noise mitigation for the locations that meet or exceed the Severe 
Noise Impact Level due to train pass-by. As the Project advances into final design, the MBTA will 
evaluate the severe impact locations to determine if a noise barrier would be safe, maintainable, 
constructible, acoustically effective and cost-effective. Where noise barriers are not safe, maintainable, 
constructible, acoustically effective or cost-effective by the standard of the MBTA noise mitigation 
policy, the MBTA will consider providing funding for building soundproofing enhancements. 
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Specific noise mitigation measures may include: 


e Replacing windows or installing sound insulation in affected residential structures; 
e Erecting reduced-height noise barriers or similar measures on a property with a sensitive receptor; 
e Constructing full-height noise barriers in areas of impact; and 


e Installing automated wayside horns at crossings as a substitute for train horns. 


Vibration 
Mitigation of adverse vibration effects at sensitive locations may include the following common 


options, which will be considered as design progresses: 


e Install resilient rail fasteners between the rails and the ties to reduce vibration by five to 10 VdB at 
frequencies above 30 to 40 Hz; 


e Place ballast mats in the trackform between the ballast and the sub-grade or ground to reduce 
vibration levels by as much as 10 to 15 VdB at frequencies above 25 Hz; 


e Use Tire Derived Aggregate to provide track vibration isolation; 


e Install resiliently supported concrete ties to reduce vibration by up to 10 VaB at frequencies above 
15 Hz; 


e Use special hardware (i.e., flange-bearing or moveable-point frogs in place of standard rigid frogs), 
or relocate special trackwork away from sensitive areas, and use continuous welded rail (CWR) 
rather than jointed rail; and 


e Establish a maintenance program for controlling vibration, which may include maintaining a 
proper wheel/rail profile, minimizing the number and extent of wheel flats, and minimizing 
potential rail corrugation. 


Detailed vibration data will be available during the advanced engineering phase of the Project to verify 
the need for vibration mitigation and to implement effective solutions. 

Temporary Construction Period Impacts 

MassDOT will make every reasonable attempt to minimize construction noise and vibration impacts 


by employing the following strategies as appropriate: 


e Use construction equipment that generates lower vibration levels, such as vibratory pile driving or 
using smaller excavation equipment, when in close proximity to sensitive buildings; 
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e Incorporate noise guidelines into construction documents, such as a construction noise and 
vibration control plan, that conform to local by-laws and ordinances, and state and federal 
regulations and standards; 


e Review specific noise control measures during advanced engineering design and incorporate into 
the construction permitting process; 


e Enforce noise specifications through a program of field inspection and compliance review; 


e Under special track reconstruction circumstances, where road or rail traffic interruptions are 
typically minimized during the normal workday, resulting in night work, schedule unusually noisy 
activities during daytime hours to minimize noise impacts to residential areas; and 


e Under special circumstances, when night work related to station construction may occur, schedule 
unusually noisy activities during daytime hours to minimize noise impacts to residential areas. 


2.4.9 Cultural Resources 


MassDOT will work with USACE, the Massachusetts Historical Commission (MHC), and other Section 
106 parties to update the draft Programmatic Agreement (PA), which was developed as part of the 
review of the Full Build Project, to accurately reflect the conditions and effects of Phase 1. Adverse 
Effects documents prepared in support of the PA will outline the mitigation approaches that will be 
taken for each historic property and district. The Adverse Effects documents are referred to as 
Mitigation Plans, commonly called Treatment Plans for above-ground historic properties and Data 
Recovery Plans for archaeological resources. The mitigation plans will be developed after all stages of 
intensive survey and National Register evaluations are complete, and the results of the investigations 
have been reviewed and approved by federal and state agencies as stipulated in the PA. 


Potential approaches to mitigation may include: 


e Develop and implement a Cultural Resource Monitoring Program; 
e Install interpretive signage; 


e Reduce visual impacts to historic properties through vegetative screening and compatible lighting 
and materials; 


e Locate staging areas away from identified cultural resources. 


e Prepare archival documentation when impacts to historic properties/archaeological sites are 
unavoidable; and 


e Explore Creative or Alternative Mitigation Strategies once impacts to archaeological sites are known. 
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2.4.10 Hazardous Materials 


While constructions activities themselves are unlikely to result in the spill or release of Oil or Hazardous 
Materials (OHM), constructing the Project will require acquisition of properties where OHM may 
already be present in soils or groundwater, or in existing buildings, potentially under conditions that 
could constitute a prior release pursuant to the Massachusetts Contingency Plan (MCP). Following is 
a list of additional measures related to the handling and disposal of hazardous materials that may be 
required: 


e Manage properties with confirmed OHM impacts and/or impacted groundwater in accordance 
with the MCP (310 CMR 40.0000), MassDEP policies and guidance, and any applicable federal 
regulations; 


e If required, retain a Licensed Site Professional (LSP) to verify if notification is required, further 
assess and manage the site, direct response actions, and specify procedures for work performed 
in the contaminated areas, such as soil excavation, in accordance with the MCP and, if need be, to 
render appropriate opinions; 


e Conduct a pre-characterization of soils prior to excavation, and prepare a Soil Management Plan 
if necessary; 


e Test structures to be demolished for hazardous materials and remove in accordance with state 
regulations; 


e Reuse non-contaminated building materials as appropriate; 
e Manage and dispose of used railroad ties in accordance with applicable regulations; and 


e Ensure compliance with Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) procedures. 


2.4.11 MassDOT Mitigation Commitments Table 


Permanent impacts resulting from the construction of the South Coast Rail Project would be mitigated 
as described in Section 2.3 and summarized in Table 2-2. Due to ongoing planning and design of 
mitigation measures, the exact cost of each commitment is not included at this time. Unless otherwise 
noted, mitigation commitments below are the responsibility of MassDOT and MBTA. Where applicable, 
other responsible parties are noted in bold text. Changes to mitigation commitments since the 
issuance of the Certificate on the DSEIR are noted in italics. 
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Table 2-2 
Environmental 
Category 


Land Alteration 


Environmental 
Justice 


Traffic and 
Transportation 





MassDOT Mitigation Commitments 


Mitigation Measure 


Site Project elements on previously developed lands to minimize 
new disturbance. 


Design stations to comply with the Massachusetts Stormwater 
Standards. 


Implement erosion and sedimentation controls during construction. 


No mitigation required. 


Modify traffic and pedestrian signal timing/phasing (Middleborough, 
Taunton, Fall River). 


Complete RSA (Middleborough). 


Restripe pedestrian and vehicular ROW elements (Middleborough, 
Taunton). 


Install new traffic signal (Taunton). 


Install grade crossing safety improvements (Middleborough, 
Taunton, Freetown). 


Provide approach warning signage (Freetown). 


Install signal interconnect infrastructure between Mount Pleasant 
Street and Church Street (King’s Highway, New Bedford). 


Revise signal phasing and timings (Mount Pleasant Street at Jones 
Road/King’s Highway, New Bedford). 
Improve signal equipment, phasing and timing to provide concurrent 


pedestrian crossing (King’s Highway at Shaw's Drive, New Bedford). 


Pre-empt grade crossing signals. Reconfigure Stop & Shop Drive to 
accommodate diverted Tarkiln Hill Road traffic (King’s Highway at 
Stop & Shop Drive, New Bedford). 


Pre-empt grade crossing signal. Revise signal timing, including longer 
pedestrian timings (Tarkiln Hill Road at Church Street, New Bedford). 


Improve crosswalks and pedestrian ramps (Acushnet Avenue at 
Hillman Street, New Bedford). 


Construct approximately 300 feet of sidewalk along east side of 
Acushnet Avenue (New Bedford). 


Revise signal timing, including longer pedestrian timings (Mill Street 
at Pleasant Street and Kempton Street, New Bedford). 


Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Report 


Schedule 


During design 


During design 


During construction 


N/A 


During design 


During design 


During construction 


During construction 


During construction 


During construction 


During construction 


During construction 


During construction 


During construction 


During construction 


During construction 


During construction 


During construction 
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Table 2-2 


Environmental 
Category 


Air Quality 
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MassDOT Mitigation Commitments 


Mitigation Measure 


Install traffic signal (Coggeshell Street at North Front Street, New 
Bedford). 


Construct approximately 1,600 feet of sidewalk along the east side of 
South Main Street (Freetown). 


Improve crosswalks and pedestrian ramps (South Main Street at 
Narrows Road, Freetown). 


Improve crosswalks and pedestrian ramps (South Main Street at 
Copicut Street, Freetown). 


Widen North Main Street to provide an exclusive northbound and 
southbound left-turn lane. Modify traffic signal phasing to provide a 
westbound lead phase and exclusive pedestrian phase (North Main 
Street at President Avenue, Fall River). 


Improve pedestrian timing (President Avenue at N. Davol Street, Fall 
River). 

Remove vegetation at all grade crossings to improve sight distance. 
Coordinate with local emergency service providers regarding grade 
crossing design. 

Adhere to all applicable regulations for control of construction 


vehicle emissions. 


Prohibit excessive idling of construction equipment engines in 
compliance with 310 CMR 7.11, including posting of on-site signage. 


Ensure all diesel construction equipment used on-site is fitted with 
after-engine emission controls such as DOCs or DPFs. 


Utilize ultra-low sulfur diesel fuel for all off-road construction vehicles. 


Implement protective measures around the construction and 
demolition work to protect pedestrians and minimize off-site dust 
transport. 


Mitigate wind erosion and implement dust suppression methods. 


Conduct regular sweeping to minimize vehicular airborne dust and 
particulate matter. 


Consult with the Massachusetts Department of Energy Resources, 
Division of Green Communities to develop a joint approach to 
promote energy efficiency and greenhouse gas reductions in South 
Coast Rail communities. 
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Schedule 


During construction 


During construction 


During construction 


During construction 


During construction 


During construction 


During construction 


During design 


During construction 


During construction 


During construction 


During construction 


During construction 


During construction 


During construction 


During design 
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Table 2-2 


Environmental 
Category 


Greenhouse Gas 


Climate Change 


Wetlands and 
Floodplains 


Surface and 
Groundwater 
Resources 


MassDOT Mitigation Commitments 


Mitigation Measure 


Use plug-ins and electric block heaters at rail layover facilities. 


Install electric vehicle charging equipment at stations. 
Utilize LED technology for station lighting. 
Follow vulnerability identification procedure. 


Prevent/reduce impacts of flooding by reducing runoff from 
impervious surfaces; appropriately size drainage structures; consider 
flood barriers in vulnerable locations; and raise electrical components 
above future flood elevations. 


Protect equipment and passengers from increased heat by designing 
station shelters and landscaping to maximize shade and reduce heat 
gain; monitor effectiveness of current rail-neutral temperatures; and 
explore potential use of off-grid renewable energy for back-up 
power generation at stations. 


Minimize impacts through design revisions; provide 1:1 Wetland 
Mitigation to meet WPA requirements; and provide additional 
mitigation to meet USACE Guidelines. 

Monitor compensatory wetlands for success and invasive plant species, 
and implement an Invasive Species Control Plan during a post- 
construction monitoring period as required by the Section 404 permit. 
Implement erosion and sedimentation control measures according to a 
Soil Erosion and Sediment Control Plan. 


Construct sediment forebays to remove suspended solids and 
reduce other contaminants. 


Develop a SWPPP that identifies construction-period BMPs. 


Include water quality features in new and reconstructed swales to 
reduce erosion and TSS concentration in runoff. 


Adhere to the approved VMP and YOPs. 


Treat LUHPPLs in accordance with the Stormwater Management 
Standards. 


Comply with the Clean Water Act by choosing BMPs that meet the 
TMDL for the Taunton River Watershed. 


Schedule 


During construction 
and operation 


During construction 
During design 
During design 
During design 


During design 


During design 


5- 10-year post- 
construction 
monitoring period 


During construction 
During construction 
Prior to construction 


During design 


Post construction 


During design 


During design 
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Environmental 
Category 





MassDOT Mitigation Commitments 


Mitigation Measure 


Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Report 


Schedule 


Comply with the Safe Drinking Water Act by designing the 


Stormwater and 


stormwater management system at Pilgrim Junction Station with 
additional pre-treatment. 


Comply with the Massachusetts Groundwater Quality Standards by 
choosing BMPs designed to promote groundwater recharge and 
avoid impacts to groundwater quality. 


During design 


During design 


Implement stormwater improvements at Pilgrim Junction, East 


Water Quality 


Taunton, Freetown, and Fall River Depot Stations. 
Implement trackside stormwater improvements. 


Obtain authorization to discharge stormwater during construction 


under the NPDES program General Permit for Construction Activities. 


Draft and implement a SWPPP in compliance with the NPDES 
General Permit for Construction Activities. 


Improve railroad drainage system to promote settling and infiltration. 


Install sediment forebays and check dams upgradient of discharge 
points. 


Design and install stormwater management systems at layover 
facilities to meet stormwater management standards for LUHPPLs. 


Adhere to the approved Vegetation Management Plan, as 


implemented with MassDOT's Yearly Operating Plans, which restrict the 


use of herbicides in areas adjacent to wetlands or sensitive resources. 


Develop and implement a comprehensive Soil Erosion and Sediment 


Control Plan in accordance with NPDES and MassDEP standards 
Apply water to dry soil to prevent dust production. 


Stabilize any highly erosive soils with erosion control blankets and 
other stabilization methods, as necessary. 


Use sediment control methods (such as silt fences and hay bales), 
during excavation to prevent silt and sediment entering the 
stormwater system and waterways. 


Maintain equipment to prevent oil and fuel leaks. 


Design a construction-phase SWPPP that incorporates the following: 
e Erosion and sediment controls 
e Spill control procedures 


During construction 


During construction 


Prior to construction 


Prior to construction 


During construction 


During construction 
During design and 
construction 

During operation 


During construction 


During construction 


During construction 


During construction 


During construction 


During construction 


e Proper handling of dewatering discharges 
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Table 2-2 


Environmental 
Category 


Biodiversity and 
Rare Species 


Noise and 
Vibration 


MassDOT Mitigation Commitments 


Mitigation Measure 


Develop detailed site-specific, species-specific mitigation measures via 
consultations with NHESP. 


Mitigate for 6.27 acres of impact to eastern box turtle habitat by funding 
the Eastern Box Turtle Mitigation Bank at an amount to at an amount 
to be determined by NHESP. 


Avoid impacts to rare species by locating stations outside of Priority 
Habitat; keeping tracks and culverts within their existing footprints; and 
avoiding tree removal TOYs related to the Northern Long-Eared Bat. 


Minimize impacts to rare species habitat by using single track along 
the Middleborough Secondary; modifying culverts to allow through- 
movement; adjusting grading and using retaining walls to reduce 
habitat loss; replanting disturbed areas; and implementing an 
invasive species control plan. 


Mitigate temporary construction impacts by implementing erosion 
and sedimentation controls; installing turtle barriers; complying with 
TOY restrictions; and employing rare plant protections. 


Where possible when engineering constraints and hydrology are 
taken into consideration, replace bridges and culverts that connect 
areas of high biodiversity with structures that meet Massachusetts 
River and Stream Crossing Standards to facilitate fish and wildlife 
passage through the rail bed. 


Replant disturbed areas. 


Install wildlife crossings (tunnel and between-tie crossings) to 
maintain population continuity for state-listed wildlife, at locations 


approved by NHESP. 


Where noise levels are projected to occur above the Severe Noise 
Impact Level, choose noise mitigation measures that are proportional 
to the level of impact over the threshold level and are safe, 
maintainable, constructible, acoustically effective and cost-effective. 


Consider appropriate vibration mitigation measures at sensitive 
locations as design progresses. 


Incorporate noise guidelines and construction noise and vibration 
control plans that conform to applicable regulations and standards into 
construction documents and permitting processes. 


Schedule 


During design 


Prior to construction 


During design 


During design 


During construction 


During construction 


During construction 


During construction 


During design 


During design 


Prior to construction 
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Environmental 
Category 


Cultural 
Resources 
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MassDOT Mitigation Commitments 


Mitigation Measure 


During construction, use equipment that generates lower vibration 
levels when near sensitive buildings. 


Enforce noise specifications in the field. 


Schedule unusually noisy activities to avoid impacting sensitive 
receptors. 


Provide noise walls or other noise measures where sensitive land 
uses would be subject to Severe impacts (if cost-effective according 
to MBTA and FTA criteria; e.g., less than $30,000 per dwelling unit) at 
two locations along the alignment: 
e Murray Street Area, Fall River (Brightman Street to Cory 
Street) 
e Almay Street Area, Fall River (Cory Street to President Ave) 


Provide funding for building noise mitigation where sensitive land 
uses would experience severe impacts but walls are not cost- 
effective, at a rate of $5,000 per dwelling unit per decibel of noise 
impact above the Severe level, up to a maximum of $30,000 for: 

e 14 residences in Berkley 

e 8 residences in Lakeville 

e 25 residences in Freetown 

e 12 residences in New Bedford 

e 53 residences in Fall River 


Incorporate vibration mitigation measures into the design and 
operating plan, including continuously welded rail, ballast and sub- 
ballast depth specifications, turnout locations at least 100 feet away 
from sensitive receptors, and train and track maintenance (such as 
regular wheel re-truing) schedules. 


Maintain mufflers on construction equipment. 


Keep truck idling to a minimum in accordance with MassDEP anti- 
idling regulations. 


Fit any air-powered construction equipment with pneumatic exhaust 
silencers. 


Prohibit nighttime construction. 


Work with USACE, MHC, THPO, and other Section 106 parties to 
update the draft a Phase 1 Programmatic Agreement. 


Conduct intensive archeological surveys. 
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Schedule 


During construction 


During construction 


During construction 


During construction 


During construction 


During design 


During construction 


During construction 


During construction 


During construction 


During design 


During design 
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Table 2-2 


Environmental 
Category 


Hazardous 
Materials 


MassDOT Mitigation Commitments 


Mitigation Measure 


Develop Mitigation Plans after all stages of intensive survey and 
National Register evaluations are complete and the results of the 
investigations are reviewed and approved by federal and state 
agencies as stipulated in the PA. 


Where impacts to historic resources are unavoidable, prepare 
archival documentation and provide interpretive signs that describe 
for the public the site's history, features, and significance. 


Develop and implement a Cultural Resource Monitoring Program. 


Develop a mitigation plan, in consultation with the USACE and MHC, 
to minimize adverse impacts to historic properties as identified in 
the Programmatic Agreement. 


In areas where there is a potential for vibration damage to historic 
structures, inspect building foundations prior to construction and 
monitor foundations during construction. 


Use non-contrasting paints on fences, roadway equipment, and 
signal bungalows; locate signs and fixtures in a sensitive manner 
within and adjacent to historic properties. 


Within historic districts, reduce visual impacts by reducing clearing 
and using screening planting and landscaping. 


Minimize number of lighting poles adjacent to historic properties; 
paint poles a non-contrasting color. 


Manage existing contaminated sites pursuant to the MCP and other 
applicable regulations and policies. 


Retain a LSP if required. 


Conduct a pre-characterization of soils and prepare a Soil Management 
Plan if necessary. 


Test structures for hazardous materials and remove in accordance 
with applicable regulations. 


Manage and dispose of used railroad ties in accordance with 
applicable regulations. 


Ensure compliance with OSHA procedures. 


Schedule 


Prior to construction 


During construction 


During design and 
construction 


During design 


During design and 


construction 


During construction 


During design 


During design 


During construction 


During construction 


Prior to construction 


Prior to construction 


During construction 


During construction 
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Environmental 
Category 


Visual 


Land Use 





MassDOT Mitigation Commitments 


Mitigation Measure 


Prepare Hazardous Materials and Solid Waste Management Plan, 
and Health and Safety Plan, to describe the regulatory context and 
procedures to be used during construction. 


Select station lighting fixtures, designs, and technologies that 
minimize night sky impacts. 

Install station lighting that minimizes night-sky impacts. 
Design facilities and structures to blend with the surrounding 
landscape. 

Install screening in selected locations. 

Avoid unnecessary tree clearing along rights-of-way. 
Implement the Smart Growth measures of the Corridor Plan as 
applicable in accordance with Executive Order (EO) 525. 


Provide incentives and guidance to municipalities for Smart Growth 
implementation. Implementation Responsibility, see State agencies 
listed in EO 525. 


Monitor Smart Growth implementation using approved performance 
metrics. Implementation Responsibility, see State agencies listed 
in EO HED. 


Consistent with the Secretary's Certificate on the SCR FEIS/FEIR, 
MassDOT will continue to provide funding of an average of $200,000 
per year to the RPAs to provide technical assistance to South Coast 
communities for the next several years. 
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Schedule 


During design 


During design 


During construction 


During design 


During construction 
During construction 


Prior to, during, and 
after construction 


Prior to, during, and 
after construction 


Prior to, during, and 
after construction 


During design 
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3. Circulation 


This chapter contains the lists of agencies and organizations who commented on the Environmental 
Notification Form (ENF), Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)/Draft Environmental Impact 
Report (DEIR), Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS)/Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR), 
and the Notice of Project Change (NPC); federal, state and municipal agencies from whom the 
Proponent will seek permits or approvals; and other parties as specified in 301 CMR 11.16. 


3.1 Federal Elected Officials 


Senator Edward Markey 
Boston Office 

975 JFK Federal Building 
15 New Sudbury Street 
Boston, MA 02203 


Congresswoman Katherine Clark, 5th District 
701 Concord Avenue, Suite 101 
Cambridge, MA 02138 


Congressman Joseph P. Kennedy III, 4th District 
29 Crafts Street, Suite 375 
Newton, MA 02458 


3.2 Federal Agencies 


Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
Office of Federal Agency Programs 

Attn: LaShavio Johnson/Anthony G. Lopez 
401 F Street NW, Suite 308 

Washington, DC 20001-2637 


Federal Railroad Administration 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
Attn: NEPA Coordinator 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 


National Park Service, Northeast Region 
U.S. Custom House 

Attn: Mike Caldwell, Regional Director 
200 Chestnut Street, Fifth Floor 
Philadelphia, PA 19106 


Senator Elizabeth Warren 
Boston Office 

2400 JFK Federal Building 
15 New Sudbury Street 
Boston, MA 02203 


Congressman William R. Keating, 9th District 
558 Pleasant St., Suite 309 
New Bedford, MA 02740 


Congressman Stephen Lynch, 8th District 
155 West Elm Street, Suite 200 
Brockton, MA 02301 


Federal Highway Administration 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
Attn: NEPA Coordinator 

Kendall Square 

55 Broadway, 10th Floor 
Cambridge, MA 02142 


Federal Transit Administration 

Attn: NEPA Coordinator, Region 1 Office 
Kendall Square 

55 Broadway, Suite 920 

Cambridge, MA 02142-1093 


National Park Service 

National Natural Landmarks Program 
Northeast Region 

Attn: Deb DiQuinzio 

15 State Street 

Boston, MA 02109 
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Adams National Historical Park 

Attn: Environmental Compliance Program 
135 Adams Street 

Quincy, MA 02169 


National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
Greater Atlantic Region Fisheries Office 

Attn: Regional Administrator 

55 Great Republic Drive 

Gloucester, MA 01930 


United States Department of the Interior 

Office of Environmental Policy & Compliance 
Attn: Andrew L. Raddant, Regional Environmental 
Officer, Northeast Region 

15 State Street, Suite 400 

Boston, MA 02110 


U.S. EPA New England Headquarters 

Attn: Alexandra Dunn, Regional Administrator 
5 Post Office Square, Suite 100 

Boston, MA 02109 


United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
Northeast Regional Office 

Attn: NEPA Coordinator 

300 Westgate Center Drive 

Hadley, MA 01035 


3.3 State Elected Officials 


Senator Michael Brady 
State House, Room 109E 
Boston, MA 02133 


Senator Cynthia Creem 
State House, Room 312A 
Boston, MA 02133 


Senator Ryan Fattman 
State House, Room 213A 
Boston, MA 02133 


Senator Joan M. Menard ret. 
Government Affairs 

777 Elsbree Street 

Fall River, MA, 02720 
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National Park Service - Boston Support Office 
Attn: Environmental Compliance Program 

15 State Street 

Boston, MA 02109 


United States Coast Guard 

Attn: RADM Steven Poulin 
Commander, First Coast Guard District 
408 Atlantic Avenue 

Boston, MA 02110 


U.S. EPA New England Headquarters 
Attn: Timothy Timmermann, NEPA Office 
5 Post Office Square, Suite 100 

Boston, MA 02109-3912 


United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
New England Field Office 

Attn: Maria Tur 

70 Commercial Street, Suite 300 
Concord, NH 03301-5087 


U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
New England District 

Attn: Alan Anacheka-Nasemann 
696 Virginia Road 

Concord, MA 01742-2751 


Senator Joseph A. Boncore 
State House, Room 112 
Boston, MA 02133 


Senator Julian Cyr 
State House, Room 218 
Boston, MA 02133 


Senator John Keenan 
State House, Room 413B 
Boston, MA 02133 


Senator Mark Montigny 
State House, Room 312C 
Boston, MA 02133 
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Senator Patrick O'Connor 
State House, Room 520 
Boston, MA 02133 


Senator Michael J. Rodrigues 
State House, Room 213B 
Boston, MA 02133 


Senator Michael F. Rush 
State House, Room 504 
Boston, MA 02133 


Senator James E. Timilty 
State House, Room 507 
Boston, MA 02133 


Representative Bruce Ayers 
State House, Room 167 
Boston, MA 02133 


Representative Antonio Cabral 
State House, Room 466 
Boston, MA 02133 


Representative James Cantwell 
State House, Room 22 
Boston, MA 02133 


Representative Tackey Chan 
State House, Room 26 
Boston, MA 02133 


Representative Mark Cusack 
State House, Room 544 
Boston, MA 02133 


Representative Angelo L. D’Emilia 
State House, Room 548 
Boston, MA 02133 


Representative Shawn Dooley 
State House, Room 167 
Boston, MA 02133 


Representative Michelle DuBois 
State House, Room 146 
Boston, MA 02133 


Representative Carole Fiola 
State House, Room 443 
Boston, MA 02133 
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Senator Marc R. Pacheco 
State House, Room 312B 
Boston, MA 02133 


Senator Richard Ross 
State House, Room 419 
Boston, MA 02133 


Senator Karen Spilka 
State House, Room 212 
Boston, MA 02133 


Senator Walter Timilty 
State House, Room 320 
Boston, MA 02133 


Representative Jay F. Barrows 
State House, Room 542 
Boston, MA 02133 


Representative Thomas Calter 
State House, Room 446 
Boston, MA 02133 


Representative Gerry Cassidy 
State House, Room 134 
Boston, MA 02133 


Representative Claire Cronin 
State House, Room 136 
Boston, MA 02133 


Representative Josh Cutler 
State House, Room 473F 
Boston, MA 02133 


Representative David DeCoste 
State House, Room 236 
Boston, MA 02133 


Representative William Driscoll 
State House, Room 437 
Boston, MA 02133 


Representative Dylan Fernandes 
State House, Room 236 
Boston, MA 02133 


Representative William Galvin 
State House, Room 166 
Boston, MA 02133 
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Representative Denise Garlick 
State House, Room 167 
Boston, MA 02133 


Representative Patricia Haddad 
State House, Room 370 
Boston, MA 02133 


Representative Steven S. Howitt 
State House, Room 237 
Boston, MA 02133 


Representative Robert M. Koczera 
State House, Room 448 
Boston, MA 02133 


Representative Christopher Markey 
State House, Room 527A 
Boston, MA 02133 


Representative Joan Meschino 
State House, Room 437 
Boston, MA 02133 


Representative James Murphy 
State House, Room 156 
Boston, MA 02133 


Representative Keiko M. Orrall 
State House, Room 540 
Boston, MA 02133 


Representative Elizabeth Poirier 
State House, Room 124 
Boston, MA 02133 


Representative Jeffrey Roy 
State House, Room 527A 
Boston, MA 02133 


Representative Alan Silvia 
State House, Room 174 
Boston, MA 02133 


Representative William Straus 
State House, Room 134 
Boston, MA 02133 
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Representative Susan Gifford 
State House, Room 124 
Boston, MA 02133 


Representative Paul Heroux 
State House, Room 540 
Boston, MA 02133 


Representative Louis L. Kafka 
State House, Room 185 
Boston, MA 02133 


Representative Ronald Mariano 
State House, Room 343 
Boston, MA 02133 


Representative Paul McMurtry 
State House, Room 448 
Boston, MA 02133 


Representative Matt Muratore 
State House, Room 39 
Boston, MA 02133 


Representative Shaunna O'Connell 
State House, Room 237 
Boston, MA 02133 


Representative Alice Peisch 
State House, Room 473G 
Boston, MA 02133 


Representative John Rogers 
State House, Room 162 
Boston, MA 02133 


Representative Paul Schmid 
State House, Room 473F 
Boston, MA 02133 


Representative Frank Smizik 
State House, Room 274 
Boston, MA 02133 
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3.4 State Agencies 


Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs 
Attn: Secretary Matthew A. Beaton 

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 

Boston, MA 02114 


Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs 
Attn: Deirdre Buckley, Director, MEPA Office 

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 

Boston, MA 02114 


Central Transportation Planning Staff (CTPS) 

Attn: Scott Peterson, Director of Technical Services 
State Transportation Building 

10 Park Plaza, Suite 2150 

Boston, MA 02116 


MA Department of Conservation & Recreation 
Conservation, Ecology & ACEC Programs 
Attn: Nancy Putnam, Director 

251 Causeway Street 

Boston, MA 02114 


MA Department of Conservation & Recreation 
Division of Water Supply Protection 

Attn: Jonathan Yeo, Director 

251 Causeway Street 

Boston, MA 02114 


Massachusetts Office of Coastal Zone Management 
Attn: Project Review Coordinator 

251 Causeway Street, Suite 800 

Boston, MA 02114-2138 


MassDEP - Northeast Regional Office 
Attn: Regional Director 

205B Lowell Street 

Wilmington, MA 01887 


MassDEP - Southeast Regional Office 
Attn: Chris Ross, MA DOT Coordinator 
20 Riverside Drive 

Lakeville, MA 02347 


MassDEP — Bureau of Water Resources 
Attn: Douglas Fine, Assistant Commissioner 
One Winter Street 

Boston, MA 02108 
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Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs 
Attn: Undersecretary for Policy 

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 

Boston, MA 02114 


Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs 
Attn: Purvi Patel, MEPA Office 

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900 

Boston, MA 02114 


MA Department of Conservation & Recreation 
Attn: Leo Roy, Commissioner 

251 Causeway Street 

Boston, MA 02114 


MA Department of Conservation & Recreation 
Attn: MEPA Coordinator 

251 Causeway Street, Suite 900 

Boston, MA 02114 


Massachusetts Office of Coastal Zone Management 
Attn: Bruce Carlisle, Director 

251 Causeway Street, Suite 800 

Boston, MA 02114-2138 


Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP) 
Attn: Martin Suuberg, Commissioner 

One Winter Street 

Boston, MA 02108 


MassDEP - Southeast Regional Office 

Attn: Millie Garcia-Serrano, Regional Director 
20 Riverside Drive 

Lakeville, MA 02347 


MassDEP — Bureau of Air & Waste 

Attn: Christine Kirby, Acting Assistant Commissioner 
One Winter Street 

Boston, MA 02108 


MassDEP — Waterways/Chapter 91 
Attn: Ben Lynch, Program Chief 
One Winter Street 

Boston, MA 02108 
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MassDEP - Wetlands 

Attn: Michael Stroman, Program Chief 
One Winter Street 

Boston, MA 02108 


MA Department of Fish & Game 
Division of Marine Fisheries 
Attn: David E. Pierce, Director 
251 Causeway Street, Suite 400 
Boston, MA 02114 


MA Department of Fish & Game 

Division of Fisheries & Wildlife, 

Attn: Richard Lehan, General Counsel, Natural 
Heritage and Endangered Species Program 

1 Rabbit Hill Road 

Westborough, MA 01581 


MA Department of Fish & Game 

Division of Fisheries & Wildlife 

Attn: Jonathan Regosin, Chief of Conservation 
Science, Natural Heritage & Endangered Species 
Program 

1 Rabbit Hill Road 

Westborough, MA 01581 


Massachusetts Department of Transportation 
Highway Division, District 5 

Attn: MEPA Coordinator 

1000 County Street 

Taunton, MA 02780 


Massachusetts Historical Commission 
The MA Archives Building 

Attn: Jonathan Patton 

220 Morrissey Boulevard 

Boston, MA 02125 


Massachusetts Historical Commission 

Attn: Ms. Brona Simon, SHPO & Executive Director 
The MA Archives Building 

220 Morrissey Boulevard 

Boston, MA 02125 


3.5 Libraries 


Acushnet Public Library 
232 Middle Road 
Acushnet, MA 02743 
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MA Department of Fish & Game 
Division of Fisheries & Wildlife 
Attn: Jack Buckley, Director 

1 Rabbit Hill Road 
Westborough, MA 01581 


MA Department of Fish & Game 

Division of Marine Fisheries, South Shore 
Attn: Environmental Reviewer 

838 South Rodney French Boulevard 
New Bedford, MA 02744 


MA Department of Fish & Game 

Division of Fisheries & Wildlife 

Attn: Jesse Leddick, Endangered Species Review 
Biologist 

1 Rabbit Hill Road 

Westborough, MA 01581 


Massachusetts Bay Transit Authority 

Attn: Luis Manuel Ramirez, General Manager 
10 Park Plaza, Room 3910 

Boston, MA 02116 


Massachusetts Bay Transit Authority 

Attn: Andrew Brennan, Director of Environmental 
Affairs 

10 Park Plaza, 6th Floor 

Boston, MA 02116 


Massachusetts Bay Transit Authority 

Attn: Ronald K. Morgan, Project Manager, Planning 
& Development 

10 Park Plaza, Room 3920 

Boston, MA 02116 


Massachusetts Water Resources Authority 
Attn: MEPA Reviewer 

Charlestown Navy Yard 

100 First Ave., Building 39 

Charlestown, MA 02129 


Guilford H. Hathaway Library 
6 North Main Street 
Assonet, MA 02702 
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Attleboro Public Library 
74 North Main Street 
Attleboro, MA 02703 


State Transportation Library of Massachusetts 
10 Park Plaza, 2nd Floor 
Boston, MA 02116 


Thayer Public Library 
798 Washington Street 
Braintree, MA 02184 


Dedham Public Library 
43 Church St 
Dedham, MA 02026 


James White Memorial Library 
5 Washburn Rd. 
East Freetown, MA 02717 


Fall River Public Library 
104 North Main Street 
Fall River, MA 02720 


Lakeville Public Library 
4 Precinct Street 
Lakeville, MA 02347 


Mattapoisett Free Public Library 
7 Barstow Street 
Mattapoisett, MA 02739 


Milton Public Library 
476 Canton Avenue 
Milton, MA 02186 


Ames Free Library 
53 Main Street 
North Easton, MA 02356 


Norwood Morrill Memorial Library 
33 Walpole Street (Route 1A) 
Norwood, MA 02062-0988 


Turner Free Library 


2 North Main Street 
Randolph, MA 
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Berkley Public Library 
2 North Main Street 
Berkley, MA 02779 


Boston Public Library - Central Library 
700 Boylston Street 
Boston, MA 02116 


Canton Public Library 
786 Washington Street 
Canton, MA 02021 


Dighton Public Library 
395 Main Street 
Dighton, MA 02715 


The Millicent Library 
45 Center Street, P.O. Box 30 
Fairhaven, MA 02719 


Boyden Library 
10 Bird Street 
Foxborough, MA 02035 


Mansfield Public Library 
255 Hope St 
Mansfield, MA 02048 


Middleborough Public Library 
102 North Main Street 
Middleborough, MA 02346 


New Bedford Free Public Library 
613 Pleasant Street 
New Bedford, MA 02740 


Norton Public Library 
68 East Main Street 
Norton, MA 02766 


Thomas Crane Public Library 
40 Washington St. 
Quincy, MA 02169 


Raynham Public Library 
760 South Main Street 
Raynham, MA 02767 
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Blanding Public Library 
124 Bay State Road 
Rehoboth, MA 02769 


Sharon Public Library 
11 N Main St 
Sharon, MA 02067 


Southworth Library 
732 Dartmouth Street 
South Dartmouth, MA 02748 


Swansea Public Library 
69 Main Street 
Swansea, MA 02777 


West Bridgewater Public Library 
80 Howard Street 
West Bridgewater, MA 


3.6 Municipalities 
Town of Acushnet: 


Acushnet Board of Selectmen 
Attn: Garry L. Rawcliffe, Chair 
Town Hall 

122 Main Street 

Acushnet, MA 02743 


Acushnet Planning Board 
Town Hall 

122 Main Street 
Acushnet, MA 02743 


Town of Attleboro: 


Mayor Kevin J. Dumas 

City Hall, Government Center 
77 Park Street 

Attleboro, MA 02703 


Attleboro Health Department 
City Hall, Government Center 
77 Park Street 

Attleboro, MA 02703 
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Joseph H. Plumb Memorial Library 
17 Constitution Way 

P.O. Box 69 

Rochester, MA 02770 


Somerset Public Library 
1464 County Street 
Somerset, MA 02726 


Stoughton Library 
84 Park Street 
Stoughton, MA 02072 


Taunton Public Library 
12 Pleasant Street 
Taunton, MA 02780 


Westport Free Public Library 
408 Old County Road 
Westport, MA 02790 


Acushnet Board of Health 
130 Main Street 
Acushnet, MA 02743 


Acushnet Conservation Commission 
Town Hall 

122 Main Street 

Acushnet, MA 02743 


Attleboro Conservation Commission 
City Hall, Government Center 

77 Park Street 

Attleboro, MA 02703 


Attleboro Department of Planning & Development 
City Hall, Government Center 

77 Park Street 

Attleboro, Ma. 02703 
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The Attleboro Municipal Council 
Attn: Frank B Cook, Council President 
City Hall, Government Center 

77 Park Street 

Attleboro, MA 02703 


Town of Berkley: 


Board of Selectman 

Attn: George F. Miller, Chair 
1 North Main Street 
Berkley, MA 02779 


Berkley Board of Health 
1 North Main Street 
Berkley, MA 02779 


Town of Berkley 

Attn: Deborah Pereira, Town Clerk 
One North Main Street 

Berkley, MA 02779 


City of Boston: 


Boston City Council 
1 City Hall Square, Room 550 
Boston, MA 02201-2043 


Boston Department of Neighborhood Development 
Attn: Sheila A. Dillon, Chief of Housing & 

Director of Neighborhood Development 

26 Court Street 

Boston, MA 02108-2501 


Boston Public Health Commission 
1010 Massachusetts Ave, 2nd Floor 
Boston, MA 02118 


City of Braintree: 


Braintree Town Council 
Town Hall 

One JFK Memorial Drive 
Braintree, MA 02184 


Braintree Conservation Commission 
Town Hall 

One JFK Memorial Drive 

Braintree, MA 02184 
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Berkley Planning Board 
Town Office Building 

1 North Main Street 
Berkley, MA 02779 


Berkley Conservation Commission 
Town Office Building 

1 North Main Street 

Berkley, MA 02779 


Boston Conservation Commission 
1 City Hall Square, Room 709 
Boston, MA 02201 


City of Boston Environment Department 
Attn: Carl Spector, Commissioner 

1 City Hall Square, Room 709 

Boston, MA 02201 


Braintree Planning Board 
Town Hall 

One JFK Memorial Drive 
Braintree, MA 02184 


Braintree Board of Health 
Town Hall 

One JFK Memorial Drive 
Braintree, MA 02184 
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Town of Bridgewater: 


Bridgewater Town Council 
Attn: Peter Colombotos 
66 Central Square 
Bridgewater, MA 02324 


Town of Canton: 


Charles J. Aspinwall, Town Administrator 
Memorial Hall 

801 Washington Street, Second Floor 
Canton, MA 02021 


Canton Conservation Commission 
801 Washington St 
Canton, MA 02021 


Canton Board of Health 
79 Pleasant Street 
Canton, MA 02021 


Town of Dartmouth: 


Select Board, Town Hall 

Attn: Stanley M. Mickelson, Chair 
400 Slocum Road 

Dartmouth, MA 02747 


Dartmouth Board of Health 
Town Hall 

400 Slocum Road, Room 119 
Dartmouth, MA 02747 


Town of Dedham: 


Dedham Board of Selectmen 
Attn: Dennis J. Guilfoyle, Chair 
26 Bryant Street 

Dedham, MA 02026 


Dedham Planning Board 


26 Bryant Street 
Dedham, MA 02026 
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Canton Board of Selectmen 

Attn: Robert E. Burr Jr., Chair 
Memorial Hall 

801 Washington Street, Second Floor 
Canton, MA 02021 


Canton Planning Board 

Memorial Hall 

801 Washington Street, Second Floor 
Canton, MA 02021 


Dartmouth Planning Board 
Town Hall 

400 Slocum Road, Room 317 
Dartmouth, MA 02747 


Dartmouth Conservation Commission 
Town Hall 

400 Slocum Road, Room 119 
Dartmouth, MA 02747 


Dedham Board of Health 
26 Bryant Street 
Dedham, MA 02026 


Dedham Conservation Department 
26 Bryant Street 
Dedham, MA 02026 
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Town of Dighton: 


Dighton Board of Selectmen 
Attn: Dean V. Cronin, Chair 
979 Somerset Avenue 
Dighton, MA 02715 


Dighton Health Department 
979 Somerset Avenue 
Dighton, MA 02715 


Town of East Bridgewater 


Board of Selectman 

East Bridgewater Town Hall 
175 Central Street 

East Bridgewater, MA 02333 


Town of Easton: 


Easton Town Administrator 
Town Hall 

136 Elm Street 

Easton, MA 02356 


Easton Conservation Commission 
Attn: Stephanie Danielson 

136 Elm Street 

Easton, MA 02356 


Easton Planning and Community Development 
136 Elm Street 
Easton, MA 02356 


Town of Fairhaven: 


Chair, Board of Selectmen 
Town Hall 

40 Center Street 
Fairhaven, MA 02719 


Fairhaven Board of Health 
4O Center Street 
Fairhaven, MA 02719 


Fairhaven Planning & Economic Development Dept. 


Attn: Bill Roth 
AO Center Street 
Fairhaven, MA 02719 
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Dighton Planning Board 
979 Somerset Ave 
Dighton, MA 02715 


Dighton Conservation Commission 
979 Somerset Avenue 
Dighton, MA 02715 


Board of Selectmen's Office 
Attn: Kevin Mcintyre, Chair 
136 Elm Street 

Easton, MA 02356 


Easton Historical Commission, c/o Department of 
Planning & Community Development 

136 Elm Street 

Easton, MA 02356 


Fairhaven Planning Board 
Town Hall 

40 Center Street 
Fairhaven, MA 02719 


Fairhaven Conservation Commission 
Town Hall 

40 Center Street 

Fairhaven, MA 02719 
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City of Fall River: 


Office of the Mayor 

Attn: Mayor Jasiel F. Correia II 

One Government Center, Room 619 
Fall River, MA 02722 


Fall River Office of Economic Development 


One Government Center 
Fall River, MA 02722-7700 


Fall River City Council 


Attn. Steven A. Camara, City Councilor 


One Government Center 
Fall River, MA 02722-7700 


Fall River Conservation Commission 
Attn: Dennis Silva, Chairman 

One Government Center 

Fall River, MA 02722 


City of Fall River 

Attn: Alison M. Bouchard, City Clerk 
One Government Center, Room 227 
Fall River, MA 02722 


Town of Foxborough: 


Foxborough Board of Selectmen 
Attn: David S. Feldman, Chair 
40 South Street 

Foxborough, MA 02035 


Foxborough Board of Health 
40 South Street 
Foxborough, MA 02035 


Foxborough Town Manager 
Attn: William Keegan, Jr. 

40 South Street 
Foxborough, MA 02035 


Town of Freetown: 


Chair, Freetown Board of Selectmen 
P.O. Box 438 
Freetown, MA 02702 
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Fall River City Council 
Attn: Raymond A. Mitchell 
1535 Meridian Street 

Fall River, MA 02722 


Fall River Department of Health & Human Services 
Attn: Henry R. Vaillancourt, MPH Director 

One Government Center, Room 431 

Fall River, MA 02722 


Fall River City Council 

Attn. Stephen Long, City Councilor 
One Government Center 

Fall River, MA 02722-7700 


Fall River Planning Department 
Attn: City Planner 

One Government Center 

Fall River, MA 02722 


Fall River Office of Economic Development 
Attn. Kenneth Fiola, Jr. Executive Vice 
President 

139 South Main Street, Suite 400 

Fall River, MA, 02721-5306 


Foxborough Planning Board 
40 South Street 
Foxborough, MA 02035 


Foxborough Conservation Commission 
40 South Street 
Foxborough, MA 02035 


Freetown Planning Board 
3 North Main Street 
Freetown, MA 02702 
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Freetown Board of Health 
3 North Main Street 
Freetown, MA 02702 


Town of Lakeville: 


Board of Selectmen, Town Hall 
Attn: Miriam Hollenbeck, Chair 
346 Bedford Street 

Lakeville, MA 02347 


Lakeville Planning Board 
346 Bedford Street 
Lakeville, MA 02347 


Lakeville Board of Health 
346 Bedford Street 
Lakeville, MA 02347 


Lakeville Town Administrator 
Atttn: Rita Garbitt 

346 Bedford Street 

Lakeville, MA 02347 


Town of Mansfield: 


Mansfield Board of Selectmen, 
Attn: Jess Aptowtiz, Chair 
Town Hall 

6 Park Row, 3rd Floor 
Mansfield, MA 02048 


Mansfield Board of Health 
Town Hall, First Floor 

6 Park Row 

Mansfield, MA 02048 


Town of Mansfield 

Attn: William R. Ross, Town Manger 
6 Park Row, 3rd floor 

Mansfield, MA 02048 


Town of Mattapoisett: 


Mattapoisett Board of Selectmen 
Attn: R. Tyler Maccallister, Chair 
16 Main Street 

PO Box 435 

Mattapoisett, MA 02739 
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Freetown Conservation Commission 
3 North Main Street 
Freetown, MA 02702 


Lakeville Historical Commission 
346 Bedford Street 
Lakeville, MA 02347 


Lakeville Conservation Commission 
346 Bedford Street 
Lakeville, MA 02347 


Lakeville Open Space Committee 
346 Bedford Street 
Lakeville, MA 02347 


Mansfield Planning Board 
Town Hall, First Floor 

6 Park Row 

Mansfield, MA 02048 


Mansfield Conservation Commission 
Town Hall, First Floor 

6 Park Row 

Mansfield, MA 02048 


Mattapoisett Planning Board 
16 Main Street 

PO BOX 435 

Mattapoisett, MA 02739 
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Mattapoisett Board of Health 
16 Main Street 

PO Box 434 

Mattapoisett, MA 02739 


Town of Middleborough: 


Middleborough Board of Selectmen 
Attn: Allin Frawley, Chair 

10 Nickerson Avenue 
Middleborough, MA 02346 


Town of Middleborough 

Office of Economic & Community Development 
20 Centre Street, 3"? Floor 

Middleborough, MA 02346 


Middleborough Health Department 
20 Center Street, 2" Floor 
Middleborough, MA 02346 


City of New Bedford: 


New Bedford City Hall 

Attn: Mayor Jonathan F. Mitchell 
133 William Street 

New Bedford, MA 02740 


New Bedford City Council 

Attn: Hugh C. Dunn, Esp., Councilor 
133 William Street, Room 215 

New Bedford, MA 02740. 


City Clerk Office 

Attn: Rita Arruda 

133 William Street, Room 118 
New Bedford, MA 02740 


New Bedford Economic Development Council 
Attn: Derek Santos, Executive Director 

1213 Purchase Street, 2"? Floor 

New Bedford, MA 02740 


New Bedford Planning, Housing & Community 
Development Department 

Attn: Patrick Sullivan, Director 

133 William Street, Room 303 

New Bedford, MA 02740 
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Mattapoisett Conservation Commission 
16 Main Street 

PO BOX 435 

Mattapoisett, MA 02739 


Middleborough Planning Department 
20 Center Street, 2"? Floor 
Middleborough, MA 02346 


Middleborough Conservation Commission 
20 Centre Street, 2"? Floor 
Middleborough, MA 02346 


New Bedford City Council 

Attn: City Council President Joseph Lopes 
133 William Street, Room 215 

New Bedford, MA 02740. 


New Bedford City Council 

Attn: lan Abreu, Councilor at Large 
133 William Street, Room 215 
New Bedford, MA 02740. 


New Bedford Board of Health 
1213 Purchase Street 
New Bedford, MA 02740 


New Bedford Conservation Commission 
133 William Street, Room 304 
New Bedford, MA 02740 


New Bedford Planning Department 
Attn: Anne Louro, Preservation Planner 
133 William Street, Room 303 

New Bedford, MA 02740 
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Town of North Attleborough: 
Town of North Attleborough 


Attn: Michael Gallagher, Town Administrator 


43 South Washington St. 
North Attleborough, MA 02760 


Town of Norton: 


Norton Board of Selectmen 
Attn: Timothy Giblin, Chair 
70 East Main Street 
Norton, MA 02766 


Norton Fire - Rescue Department 
70 East Main Street 
Norton, MA 02766 


Norton Conservation Commission 
Attn: David Henry 

70 East Main Street 

Norton, MA 02766 


Town of Norwood: 


Norwood Board of Selectmen 
Attn: Allan D. Howard, Chair 
566 Washington Street 
Norwood, MA 02062 


Norwood Planning Board 
Town Hall 

566 Washington Street 
Norwood, MA 02062 


Norwood General Manager 
Attn: John J. Carroll 

566 Washington St., Room 27 
Norwood, MA 02062 


City of Quincy: 


Thomas P. Koch, Mayor 
City of Quincy 

City Hall 

1305 Hancock Street 
Quincy, MA 02169 
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Norton Planning Board 
Town Hall 

70 East Main Street 
Norton, MA 02766 


Norton Board of Health 

Town Hall 

70 East Main Street, 2nd Floor 
Norton, MA 02766 


Norwood Board of Health 
Town Hall 

566 Washington Street 
Norwood, MA 02062 


Norwood Conservation Commission 
Public Works Office 

165 Nahatan Street 

Norwood, MA 02062 


Quincy Planning Board 
Monroe Building 

1245 Hancock Street 
Quincy, MA 02169 
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Quincy City Council 
City Hall 

1305 Hancock Street 
Quincy, MA 02169 


Quincy Conservation Commission 
City Hall 

1305 Hancock Street 

Quincy, MA 02169 


Town of Raynham: 


Veterans Memorial Town Hall 

Attn: Randall Buckner, Town Administrator 
558 South Main Street 

Raynham, MA 02767 


Raynham Planning Board 
Veterans Memorial Town Hall 
558 South Main Street 
Raynham, MA 02767 


Raynham Conservation Commission 
Veterans Memorial Town Hall 

558 South Main Street 

Raynham, MA 02767 


Town of Rehoboth: 


Rehoboth Board of Selectmen 
Attn: Frederick Vadnais, Jr., Chair 
148 Peck Street 

Rehoboth, MA 02769 


Rehoboth Board of Health 
148 Peck Street 
Rehoboth, MA 02769 


Town of Rochester: 


Rochester Board of Selectmen 
Attn: Naida L. Parker, Chair 
Town Hall 

1 Constitution Way 
Rochester, MA 02770 


Rochester Planning Board 
Town Hall Annex 

37 Marion Road 
Rochester, MA 02770 
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Quincy Health Department 
The Kennedy Center 

440 East Squantum Street 
Quincy, MA 02171 


Quincy Planning & Community Development 
City Hall 

1305 Hancock Street 

Quincy, MA 02169 


Raynham Board of Selectmen/Health 
Attn: Joseph Pacheco, Chair 

558 South Main Street 

Veterans Memorial Town Hall 
Raynham, MA 02767 


Raynham Health Department 
Veterans Memorial Town Hall 
558 South Main Street 
Raynham, MA 02767 


North Raynham Water District 

Attn: Arthur Bendinelli, Superintendent 
P.O. Box | 

Raynham, MA 02767 


Rehoboth Planning Board 
148 Peck Street 
Rehoboth, MA 02769 


Rehoboth Conservation Commission 
148 Peck Street 
Rehoboth, MA 02769 


Rochester Conservation Commission 
Town Hall Annex 

37 Marion Road 

Rochester, MA 02770 


Rochester Board of Health 
Town Hall Annex 

37 Marion Road 
Rochester, MA 02770 
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Town of Seekonk: 


Town of Seekonk 

Attn: Shawn E. Cadime, Town Administrator 
100 Peck St. 

Seekonk, MA 02771 


Town of Sharon: 


Sharon Board of Selectmen 
Attn: Walter B. Roach, Chair 
Town Office Building 

90 South Main Street 
Sharon, MA 02067 


Sharon Board of Health 
Town Office Building 
90 South Main Street 
Sharon, MA 02067 


Town of Sharon 

Attn: Frederic Turkington, Town Administrator 
90 South Main Street 

Sharon, MA 02067 


Town of Somerset: 


Somerset Board of Selectmen 
Attn: David Berube, Chair 
Town Office Building, Room 23 
140 Wood Street 

Somerset, MA 02726 


Somerset Board of Health 
Town Office Building, Room 22 
140 Wood Street 

Somerset, MA 02726 


Town of Somerset 

Attn: Richard M. Brown, Town Administrator 
Town Hall, Room #23 

140 Wood Street 

Somerset, MA 02726 
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Sharon Planning Board 
Town Office Building 
90 South Main Street 
Sharon, MA 02067 


Sharon Conservation Commission 
219 Massapoag Avenue 
Sharon, MA 02067 


Somerset Planning Board 

Town Office Building, First Floor 
140 Wood Street 

Somerset, MA 02726 


Somerset Conservation Commission 
Town Office Building, Room 22 

140 Wood Street 

Somerset, MA 02726 


Town of Somerset 

Attn: Susana Medeiros, Town Clerk 
979 Somerset Ave 

Dighton, MA 02715 
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Town of Stoughton: 


Robert J. O'Regan, Chair 
Stoughton Board of Selectmen 
10 Pearl Street, 3rd Floor 
Stoughton, MA 02072 


Stoughton Board of Health 
10 Pearl Street, 2nd Floor 
Stoughton, MA 02072 


Stoughton Planning Board 
10 Pearl Street, 2nd Floor - Engineering Office 
Stoughton, MA 02072 


Town of Swansea: 


Swansea Board of Selectmen 
81 Main Street 
Swansea, MA 02777 


Swansea Board of Health 
68 Stevens Road 
Swansea, MA 02777 


Town of Swansea 

Attn: Susan E. Taveira, Town Clerk 
81 Main St 

Swansea, MA 02777 


City of Taunton: 


Taunton City Hall 

Attn: Mayor Tom Hoye 
141 Oak Street 
Taunton, MA 02780 


Taunton Planning Board 
City Hall Annex 

15 Summer Street 
Taunton, MA 02780 


Taunton City Council 
141 Oak Street 
Taunton, MA 02780 
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Kopelman and Paige, P.C. 

Attn: George Pucci, Legal Counsel to Stoughton 
101 Arch Street 

Boston, MA 02110 


Stoughton Conservation Commission 
10 Pearl Street, 2nd Floor 
Stoughton, MA 02072 


Stoughton Redevelopment Authority 
Attn: Lou Gitto 

10 Pearl Street 

Stoughton, MA 02072 


Swansea Planning Board 
68 Stevens Road 
Swansea, MA 02777 


Swansea Conservation Commission 
68 Stevens Road 
Swansea, MA 02777 


Taunton Board of Health 
45 School Street 
Taunton, MA 02780 


Taunton Conservation Commission 
City Hall Annex 

15 Summer Street 

Taunton, MA 02780 


Taunton Economic & Community Development 
Dept. 

Attn: Kevin Shea 

45 School Street 

Taunton, MA 02780 
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Town of Wareham: 


Wareham Board of Selectmen 
Attn: Alan Slavin 

54 Marion Road 

Wareham, MA 02571\ 


Town of West Bridgewater: 


West Bridgewater Board of Selectmen 
Attn: Eldon F. Moreira, Chair 

65 North Main Street 

West Bridgewater, MA 02379 


Town of Westport: 


Westport Board of Selectmen 
Attn: R. Michael Sullivan, Chair 
816 Main Road 

Westport, MA 02790 


Westport Board of Health 
856 Main Road 
Westport, MA 02790 


Westport Conservation Commission 
816 Main Road 
Westport, MA 02790 


3.7. Regional Agencies 


Cape Cod Commission 
3225 Main Street 
Barnstable, MA 02630 


Old Colony Planning Council 

Attn: Pasquale Ciaramella, Executive Director & RAO 
70 School Street 

Brockton, MA 02401-4097 


Metropolitan Area Planning Council 
Attn: Marc Draisen, Executive Director 
60 Temple Place 

Boston, MA 02111 
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Westport Community Schools 

Attn: Ann Marie Dargon, Superintendent 
17 Main Road 

Westport, MA 02790 


Westport Planning Board 
856 Main Road 
Westport, MA 02790 


Greater Attleboro-Taunton Regional Transit Authority 
Administrative Offices 

Attn: Francis Gay, Administrator 

10 Oak Street, Second Floor 

Taunton, MA 02780 


Old Colony Planning Council 

Attn: Robert Overholtzer, Council Delegate 
(Hanson) 

70 School Street 

Brockton, MA 02401-4097 


Southeastern Regional Planning and Economic 
Development District 

Attn: Sandy Conaty, Deputy Director 

88 Broadway 

Taunton, MA 02780 
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Southeastern Regional Planning and Economic 
Development District 

Attn: Jeffrey Walker, Executive Director 

88 Broadway 

Taunton, MA 02780 


Southeastern Regional Transit Authority 
Attn: Erik Rousseau 

700 Pleasant Street, Suite 320 

New Bedford, MA 02740 


3.8 Tribes 


Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe — Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officer (THPO) 

Attn: Ramona Peters 

483 Great Neck Road South 

Mashpee, MA 02649 


Wampanoag Tribe of Gay Head (Aquinnah) — Tribal 


Historic Preservation Officer (THPO) 
Cultural Resource Protection Department 
Attn: Bettina Washington 

20 Black Brook Road 

Aquinnah, MA 0253 
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Southeastern Regional Planning and Economic 
Development District 

Attn: Deborah Melino-Wender, Chair 

88 Broadway 

Taunton, MA 02780 


Narragansett Indian Tribe Tribal — Tribal Historic 
Preservation Officer 

Historic Preservation Department 

Attn: John Brown 

P.O. Box 700 

Charlestown, RI 02813 


3.9 Non-Governmental Organizations 


Brockton Area Transit Authority 
155 Court Street 
Brockton, MA 02302 


Bristol County Chamber of Commerce 

Attn: Robert Mellion, Esq., President and CEO 
200 Pocasset Street 

Fall River, MA 02721 


Conservation Law Foundation (MA) 

Attn: Rafael Mares, Vice President and Director, 
Healthy Communities & Environmental Justice 
62 Summer Street 

Boston, MA 02110 


Commuter Rail Task Force 
Attn: Susan Teal, Chair 
567 New Bedford Rd. 
Rochester, MA 02770 
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Bristol Community College 
Attn: Jennifer Menard 

777 Elsbree Street 

Fall River, MA 02720 


Buzzards Bay Coalition 

Attn: Mark Rasmussen, President 
114 Front Street 

New Bedford, MA 02740 


Citizens Concerned About Tracks 
Attn: Heather Graf, Coordinator 
229 N. Worcester Street 

Norton, MA 02766 


Downtown Taunton Foundation 
8 Trescott Street 
Taunton, MA 02780 
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Easton Historical Society 
80 Mechanic Street 
North Easton, MA 02356 


Finger Lakes Railway Corporation 
Attn. Michael Smith 

P.O. Box 1099 

Geneva, NY 14456 


The Greenwich Bay Watershed Group 
170 Budlong Farm Road 
Warwick, RI 02886 


lpswich River Watershed Association 

Attn: Wayne Castonguay, Executive Director 
P.O. Box 576 

loswich, MA 01938 


Livable Streets Advocacy Committee 
Attn. Patrick Starling 

70 Pacific Street 

Cambridge, MA 02139 


Massachusetts Association of Conservation 
Commissions 

Attn: Michele Girard, Associate Director & Education 
Coordinator 

10 Juniper Road 

Belmont, MA 02478 


Massachusetts Maritime Academy 
101 Academy Drive 
Buzzards Bay, MA 02532 


Metro South Chamber of Commerce 

Attn: Christopher Cooney, President & CEO 
60 School Street 

Brockton, MA 02301 


Natural Resources Trust of Mansfield 
Attn: Leonard Flynn 

255 Fruit Street 

Mansfield, MA 02048 
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Fairmount Indigo CDC Collaborative 
Attn: Joan Tighe 

c/o DBEDC 

594 Columbia Road, Suite #302 
Dorchester, MA 02125 


Greater Fall River Land Conservancy 
PO Box 9155 
Fall River, MA 02720 


Green Futures: Citizen Action for a Better 
Community 

P.O Box 144 

Fall River, MA 02724 


Jobs for Fall River, Inc. 

Attn. Paul Medeiros, Board Member 
139 South Main Street 

Fall River, MA 02721 


Massachusetts Audubon Society 
Attn: Gary Clayton, President 
208 South Great Road 

Lincoln, MA 01773 


Massachusetts Association of 
Conservation Commissions 

Attn: Eugene Benson, Executive Director 
10 Juniper Road 

Belmont, MA 02478 


Massachusetts Rivers Alliance 
Attn: Julia Blatt, Executive Director 
14 Beacon Street, Suite 607 
Boston, MA 02108 


Mystic River Watershed Association 
Attn: Patrick Herron, Executive Director 
20 Academy Street, Suite 306 
Arlington, MA 02476 


The Natural Resources Trust of Mansfield 
Attn: Lou Andrews, President 

255 Fruit Street 

Mansfield, MA 02048 
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The Nature Conservancy, Massachusetts Chapter 
Attn: Allison Bowden, Freshwater Program Director 
99 Bedford Street, 5" Floor 

Boston, MA 02111 


Neponset River Watershed Association 
Attn: lan Cooke, Executive Director 
2173 Washington Street 

Canton, MA 02021 


New Bedford Harbor Development Commission 
Attn: Edward C. Anthes-Washburn, Executive Director 
52 Fisherman's Wharf 

New Bedford, MA 02740 


New England Regional Council of Carpenters 
750 Dorchester Avenue, Unit 1 
Boston, MA 02125 


Rail to Boston Coalition 

c/o Southeastern MA Association of REALTORS 
Attn: Paul Chasse 

651 Orchard Street, Ste. 101 

New Bedford, MA 02744 


SouthCoast Chamber of Commerce 
Attn: Rick Kidder, President & CEO 
794 Purchase Street 

New Bedford, MA 02740 


SouthCoast Development Partnership 
University of Massachusetts, Dartmouth 
151 Martine Street 

Fall River, MA 02723 


Southeastern MA Convention & Visitors Bureau 
c/o New Bedford Area Chamber of Commerce 
Attn: Rick Kidder 

794 Purchase Street 

New Bedford, MA 02742 


South Shore Chamber of Commerce 


1050 Hingham Street 
Rockland, MA 02370 
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The Nature Conservancy, Massachusetts Chapter 
Attn: Wayne Klockner, State Director 

99 Bedford Street, 5” Floor 

Boston, MA 02111 


Neponset Valley Chamber of Commerce 
Attn: Thomas J. O' Rourke 

520 Providence Highway, Suite 4 
Norwood, MA 02062 


New England Public Employees for Environmental 
Responsibility 

Attn: Kyla Bennett, Director 

P.O. Box 574 

North Easton, MA 02356 


Parker River Clean Water Association 
P.O. Box 798 
Byfield, MA 01922 


Sierra Club Massachusetts Chapter 
Attn: Emily Norton, Chapter Director 
10 Milk Street, #417 

Boston, MA 02108 


South Coast CEO Roundtable 

c/o New Bedford Area Chamber of Commerce 
794 Purchase Street 

New Bedford, MA 02740 


South Eastern Economic Development Corporation 
Attn: Maria Gooch-Smith 

80 Dean Street 

Taunton, MA 02780 


Southeastern Massachusetts (SER)-Jobs for 
Progress, Inc. 

Attn. Maria Ferreira-Bedard 

164 Bedford Street 

Fall River, MA 02720 


Taunton Area Chamber of Commerce 
Attn: Kerrie Babin, President & CEO 

6 Pleasant Street, Suite A 

Taunton, MA 02780 
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Taunton Business Improvement District 
8 Trescott Street 
Taunton, MA 02780 


Taunton River Watershed Alliance 
P.O. Box 1116 
Taunton, MA 02780 


UMass Dartmouth, Office of the Chancellor 
Foster Administration Building, Room 330 
285 Old Westport Road 

North Dartmouth, MA 02747 


Taunton Industrial Development Commission 
Attn: Richard Shafer, Economic Development 
Director 

12 Taunton Green, Suite 201 

Taunton, MA 02780 


The United Regional Chamber of Commerce 
310 South Street 
Plainville, MA 02762 


WalkBoston 

Attn: Wendy Landman, Executive Director 
Old City Hall 

45 School Street 

Boston, MA 02108 


3.10 Other Groups and Individuals 


Melinda L. Ailes 
Rahim Aghai 

Howe Allen 

Paul Alexio 

Karen Bailey Almeida 
Stacy Antonio 

Sara Arbour 

Debrah Atteberry 
Jeanne Azarovitz 
BayCoast Bank 

Paul and Pearl Bacdayan 
Anna Mae Baker 
Tracy Silva Barbosa 
Carolyn M. Basler 
Arthur Battistini 
Claudia Bender 
Andrea Belanger 
Scott M. Bernard 
Nora Bicki 

Ron Blau 

Lisa Boragine 
Bourne Republican Town Committee 


Debby Boiros 


Bill Boles 
Malcolm Boyd 
Crystal Bradwin 
Becca Britt 

David Brodeur 
Abraham Brody 
Douglas Brown 
Elizabeth Brown 
Karen Brown 
Kristi Butler 
David A. Cabral 
Joseph Callahan 
Linda Callahan 
William M. Callahan 
Caryn Campbell 
William Cantor 
Judith Caporiccio 
Robert M. Caron 
Mary-Carol Cate 
Steve Castellina 
David Cavanaugh 
G. Chace 

Robert S. Chase 





massDOT (T) 


Chapter 3 — Circulation 3-23 


< SCR 


SOUTH COAST RAIL 





Final Supplemental Environmental Impact Report 





Paul Chasse 

Paul Chenard 

Ruth Chicca 

Kelly Churbuck 
Donald L. Cleary 
Samuel Clemens 
Gail Coelho 
Timothy Cole 
Richard Conron 
Jackie Connolly 
Richard Connor 

P. Cook 

Janet Cooke 

Jen Cote 

Marc Craig 

James Currin 
Christopher D’Anna 
David 

Nancy Davies 
Sabrina Davis 

Rene Davey 

Rosa De Oliveira 
Celia and Rob DelGaudio 
Dawn Devlin 

Steve Doire 

John T. Doherty 
Daniel Doucette 
Laura L. Douglas, Ph.D. 
Dave Dubak 

Dottie and Dana Dudley 
John Dufresne 
James Dufresne 
Celeste Dufresne 
Jan Elliot 

Kreg R. Espinola 
Megan Faber 


Andrew Farer 
Roseanne Felago 
Bruce E. Fernandes 
Stacey Fernandes 
Marcus D. Ferro, Esq. 
Jessamyn Finneran 
Alan C. Freitas 

Peter Fuller 

Jeanne Fuller-Jones 
Patrick Gannon 

Rita Anne Garrick 
Dawn Gaudreau 
William and Cheryl Gay 
Louis Gitto 

Ellen Gitlin 

Wally Glendye 
Joseph J. Gomes 
Matthew Gorham 
Wendy M. Graca 
Margarita Graham 
Kathleen Guarino 
Ann Marie Guinen 
Barbara J. Hall 
Chuck Hanegan 
Sherry Costa Hanlon 
Stephanie Harding 
Ralph Hawkins 
Susan P. Haley 

Mark Hess 

Paul Helgesen 
Freeman Hill 

Gillian and David Holroyd 
James Hornsby 
Donna Horvath 
Christopher Howard 
Helena DaSilva Hughes 
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Independence Associates, Inc. 
Elizabeth Isherwood 
Andrew Januse 

Andrew Jennings 

Pamela Jernberg 

Alan Johnson 

Marlene Jones 
Ushminder Kaur 

Will Keene 

Robert J. Kelly 

Nolan Kitts 

Stephen P. Kobialka 
Todd Kohn 

Lisa Kopecky 

Kerri Kuehne 

Donna Kulpa 

Carolyn Lattin 

Robert J. La Tremouille 
Dom Lee 

Carol Leonard 

Cate LePage 

Paul Letendre 

Stephen T. Lewin 
Heather and Doug Lewis 
Sydney Lewis 

Bob Lima 

Joyce D. Lopes 

Lisa DaCosta Lopez 
Chuck Lord 
Massachusetts Association of Centers for Independent 
Living 

James MacDonald 

Kate Lanagan MacGregor 
Karla Mantini 

Michael Margulis 

Scott Martin 


Dean Martin, Karen Martin and Shawn Martin 


Eileen Marum 

Brian McCarthy 
Virginia McKenna 
Stephen McKinnon 
Holly McNamara 
Kerrie McNamara 
Heidi McNeil 

Lloyd Mendes 
Benita Rose Montiero 
Maria Moniz 

Linda Moniz Perry 
Brenda Moriera 
Alan Moore 

Mary Agnes Murphy 
Greg Murphy 

Katie Murray 

Paul Newman 

Remy Nikka 
Norman J. Orall 
Randi Pacheco 
Jeanne Azar Padilla 
Larry Pare 

Partners Insurance Group 
Judy Perry 

Stella Xifaras-Piva 
Plimoth Investment Advisors 
Richard S. Prone 
Becky Pulley 

Dawn Quirk 

Lisa K. Ray 

John Read 

Bill Reidy 

William H. Reidy 
Sallie K. Riggs 
Deven Q. Robitaille 


Teresa Robinson 
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Justin Rogers 
Rita Rooney 

Dr. T.K. Roy 

Lisa Rudenstein 
Dawn Rusin 
Margaret Russell 
Andrew Rys 
Coralia Merritt 
Cathleen M. Salley 
Nona Sbordone 
Amy Sharpe 
George A. Seaver 
Sheryl! Sears 
Jody Seivert 
Cindy Senra 
Alexander Silva 
Kenneth Silva 


George Slade 


Victoria Taylor 

John Tehan 

Gabe Tempestoso 
Maggie Tomkiewicz 
Erik Tracey 

Joseph A. Tutino 
John Vaughn 
Nathan C. Vaughan 
Norman and Beth Vieira 
Karen Vergoni 
Gloria Vincent 
Steve Voluckas 
Melanie Wallis 
Olivia M. White 
Douglas White 
Joan R. Wickersham 
Diane Wignall 
Nancy Lee Wood 





Alan Slavin Robert Wood 
David Slutz Ross Woodfall 
Stephen C. Smith Marji Maddigan-Wyatt 
Ann Soares Kathy Zagzebski 
Brian Sullivan 
Grant Taylor 
massDOT (T) Chapter 3 — Circulation 3-26 


